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AN EMERGENCY MAN. 


The recent strenuous contests in the Pacific north 
west between the associated lumber interests and the 
transcontinental railroads have brought to the van 
of battle and into the limelight of publicity—the lat- 
ter to their discomfiture mostly, for the typical lum- 


berman is a modest soul—some of the strong per- 


sonalities in the lumber manufacturing business and 
revealed depths of ability, and vari- 
ants of those depths, of which before 
their possessors had not been sus 
pected. But the unexpected ability 
was in measure sufficient to amaze 
their friends, reassure their cowork- 
ers and discomfort their antagonists. 

Any emergency involving interests 
of public concern produces leaders as 
inevitably as night follows day. Be 
the cause but the question of im- 
provement of a highway in a rural 
community or the policy of govern- 
ment upon a subject of grave na- 
tional moment, the leader will arise 
as a certain evolution of the condi- 
tions of the hour. Official influence 
may produce temporary, inefficient 
leadership, so called, but unless those 
nominally in command prove their 
right to the title by ability appor- 
tioned to the situation they will be 
relegated to the rear and soon sue- 
ceeded by those really fitted to lead. 
Emergencies force into commanding 
positions those actually qualified to 
assume them, often without their own 
volition, and while some _ ably 
equipped with executive power may 
keep temporarily in the background, 
iiding only with their counsel, given 
sufficient time for their recognition 
they will be found eventually and sure 
ly within the area of public scrutiny. 

Early in the preparations for the 
legal disputes now pending in the far 
northwest, entered into when pacific 
means had been exhausted, the active 
sowers within the Pacific Coast Lum 
ber Manufacturers’ Association called 
pon various of its constituents for 
issistance, particularly in the shape 
f statistical data and their relation 
o the crux of the contentions of the 
nembers of the lumber trade, then as 
iow fighting a battle almost—in in 
tances quite—for existence. Re- 
ponses came promptly, intelligently 
nd to the point and discovered men 
vell fitted to face a crisis. Without 
ntending invidious comparisons with 
ther responses, terse but none the 
‘88 significant and comprehensive for 
hat, perhaps the most thorough, un- 
juestionably one of the most enlight 
ning and helpful, was that advanced by J. H. Bloe- 
lel, of Bellingham, Wash., emphatically a man for 
he emergency. It is safe to assume that the grant- 
ng of the temporary injunction restraining the ap- 
lication of advanced eastbound freight rates was 
neasurably influenced by Mr. Bloedel’s affidavit, read 
o the court, which was published in full in the 
\MERICAN LUMBERMAN of November 9, which revealed 
in analytical understanding of the situation almost 
indicative of genius and was an eloquent argument 
for the complainants. 

Julius H. Bloedel, secretary, treasurer and manager 


of the Larson Lumber Company, at Bellingham, Wash., 
whose big saw mills and shingle mill plants are lo- 
cated on the shore of Lake Whatcom, is today a 
young man, as the business world reckons age. He 
was born at Fond du Lac, Wis., March 4, 1864, and is 
therefore in his forty-fourth:year. His mother died 
when he was an infant and he was adopted by an 
aunt, in whose family he was reared. His father, 
Henry Bloedel, was of German descent, as also was his 





JULIUS H. BLOEDEL, OF BELLINGHAM, WASH. ; 


One of the Younger Manufacturers and Most Efficient Champions of the Lumber 


Interests of the Pacific Northwest. 


mother, Margaret (Maurer) Bloedel. His grandparents 
on both sides lived in the Rhine country near Nier 
stein, made famous by its production of the famous 
Rhine wine. His parents were also born on the Rhine, 
but with their parents came to this country when 
young, during the Prussian revolution in the early 
30s of the last century, because of their political af- 
filiations. These people were firm in their belief and 
of rugged character, some of which was no doubt in- 
herited by Julius H. Bloedel, and it has served him 
to good purpose in hewing his way through life. He 
was educated in the common schools and high school 


at Sheboygan, Wis., was graduated from the latter in 
1881 and then matriculated at the University of Mich- 
igan at Ann Arbor, but did not complete his course 
there, leaving during the junior year to go into busi- 
ness. While in the university he studied civil en- 
gineering. After leaving college he engaged in mak- 
ing land investments at Sheboygan, plotting acreage 
and building cottages. He continued in the last named 
vocation for three or four years successfully. 

Hearing much of the Puget sound 
country, in the fall of 1889 he went 
west and located at what was then 
Fairhaven, Wash., now a part of Bell- 
ingham. At that time the late James 
F. Wardner, of international fame as 
a mining man, had but recently left 
the great Coeur d’Alene mining dis- 
trict, which he had assisted in open 
ing up, and located at Bellingham. 
Mr. Bloedel joined forces with him 
and they engaged in buying and sell- 
ing timber lands and coal mining 
properties, and also operated logging 
camps on Lake Samish, under the 
name of the Samish Lake Milling & 
Logging Company. Mr. Bloedel be- 
came interested in the organizing of 
the Fairhaven National bank, of 
which Mr. Wardner was president, and 
Mr. Bloedel became president of the 
bank, which, like all other financial 
institutions on the north coast dur- 
ing those hard years, suffered severely, 
but survived, and in 1896 paid up all 
its depositors in full and retired grace- 
fully from business. 

In the meantime Mr. Bloedel with 
Mr. Wardner organized the Blue Can- 
yon Coal Mining Company and de- 
veloped valuable coal deposits at the 
southeastern end of Lake Whatcom. 
Mr. Wardner, who owned the con- 
trolling interest, in 1891 sold out to 
a syndicate of Helena men, of which 
the late Peter Larson, well known 
throughout the west as a leader in 
financial, mining, railroad building 
ete., was 2 member. Mr. Bloedel con- 
tinued with the company as its sec- 
retary, and from 1891 to 1896 the 
mine was operated and the coal mar- 
ke. ed, considerable of it to the United 
Staies navy. The deposits, however, 
were irregular, and in 1896 opera- 
tions ceased. It was through his con- 
nection with these coal operations 
that Mr. Bloedel became acquainted 
and associated in a business way with 
Peter Larson. In 1892 the affairs of 
the Samish Lake Milling & Logging 
Company were closed up, but Mr. 
Bloedel continued to buy timber, and 
in the summer of 1898 he and Peter 
Larson and J. J. Donovan organized 
the Lake Whatcom Logging Company, with Peter Lar- 
son president, J. J. Donovan vice president and J. H. 
Bloedel secretary, treasurer and manager. This com- 
pany bought timber steadily and as conditions im- 
proved opened a logging camp, and from that time on 
were active in logging operations. 

During the coal mining operations in 1892 the Blue 
Canyon Coal Mining syndicate built coal bunkers at 
Bellingham and a railroad from Bellingham around 
Lake Whatcom and incidentally hauled logs for other 
loggers. In 1901 the interests that owned the rail- 

(Concluded on Page 51.) 
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The race is for the swift-- 


Only the brave deserve the fair. 


Eternal vigilance wins success. 
but only regular dealers can buy 


Doors, Windows and Trim from 


E. L. Roberts & Co. 


22nd Street and Union Place, 


Chicago. 














Fir Lumber, 


Red Cedar Shingles. 


CAR AND CARGO SHIPPERS. 





Quality Counts. Grades Right. 
Manufacture Unexcelled. 





DAILY CAPACITY—100,000 FEET LUMBER; 175,000 SHINGLES 





TELECODE. 


C. D. Danaher, 


Tacoma, Washington. 





JAMES D. LACEY. WOOD BEAL. VICTOR THRANE. 


ARE 


INTERESTED IN SOUTHERN OR 
PACIFIC COAST TIMBER ? 





We furnish detailed reports of amount of stumpage on 
each 2/4, 5 or 10 acre Subdivision of each forty. 

We employ expert Pacific Coast Cruisers to check all 
estimates made on Western Timber. 





We offer High Class Timber Properties only, which 
have been placed in our hands for sale. 
We guarantee our estimates are reliable. 








JAMES 0, LACEY & CO, 


( ESTABLISHED SINCE 1880.) 


New Orleans, 


828 Chamber of Commerce, 


Portland, Ore. 


507 Lumber Exchange, 


Seattle, 


PU 


1200 Old Colony, 


Chicago. 
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FULN DRIED, als0 STEEL SCRAPED | 
which gives ita highly polished survace 



























































We have just eguipped our 
Hardwood Flooring Plant with 
the most Modern Machinery | 
‘and are now tn position toLill 
orders with the greatest 
Promprness. 
‘To this is added the advantage or’. 
furnishing mixed cars of Pine 
‘and Hemlock with yourHardwood : 
Flooring. where customers. do tat ' 
wisi to purchase aSull car load 
of Flooring. 












































We solicil youP orders op tngut- | 
“es and guarantee satisvaction 
ln guality and delivery af our Stock . 
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E are manufacturing from the richest 
tract of WHITE PINE left in Wis- 


consin. Our stock is all SOFT WHITE 
h PINE. 
Or We have a FULL ASSORTMENT OF 
GOOD LUMBER IN ALL THICKNESSES 
AND GRADES. 


= 
Also EVERYTHING in the way of 12- 
1S< O!1 1ISin inch, 10-inch, 8-inch, 6-inch and 4-inch in 


one inch thickness. 


We also have in stock DRY and ready 


- for IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT, 11-inch 


WHITE PINE from SHOP to and including 
Lumber «xs UPPERS. 


Special Attention Given 


ch Manufacturing to Dressed Lumber. 


Our LATH ARE ALL WHITE PINE. 


Tl We also make an EXTRA GOOD QUALITY 
1Y . cies. 


We also have a SPLENDID ASSORT- 
MENT OF WHITE PINE SHINGLES 
FROM CLEARS TO NO. 1 GRADE. 


HAYWARD, WISCONSIN. Write Us For Prices. 
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Maple and 
Oak Flooring. 


We manufacture it from superior stock in 
a modern and strictly up-to-date factory 
and constantly carry a well assorted stock 
on hand which enables us to fill all orders 





promptly. 
OUR NEW YORK WAREHOUSE 
OR thirty-three years Wilce’s Hardwood Flooring has been located at 58th Street and 11th Avenue, l 
among the foremost on the market and because it stands was built to facilitate the handling of the = 
today “unequaled” is the best evidence that its manufact- trade only at this point and in it we have 


urer has kept abreast of modern methods and the advanced demands 
of the trade. To convince yourself of the above statements, try 
our polished surface flooring, tongued and grooved, hollow backed, 
with matched ends and holes for blind nailing—you'll find it re- 
duces the expense of laying and polishing. ‘ PHONE AND TELECODE. 


constantly 800,000 feet of flooring in per- 
fect condition ready for all rush orders. 





Our Booklet tells all about Hardwood Flooring 


and how to care for it—also prices - and is free. The Thos . Forman Company, 


TheTl Wilce C O. DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 


29nd wail Vase ie CHICAGO, ILL. Local M sot Wareh MAGOVERN & BOWEN, 29 Broadway, New York. 
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7B paneer Pee : ——— Logging Horses! 
seal men =) - Logging Horses! 


BA RRETT & ZIiMME RMAN’ = 
We have on hand several hundred head of 


= IV A AID WAY H oF a ae aE: LEAFS KET. good, young, heavy logging horses, weighing 





from 1500 to 1800 pounds and ready to go into 
work, from which you can readily select what 
horses you need. 

Remember that we stand back of e very horse 
we sell. Part time given if desired. 

References:—First National Bank, Minnea- 
polis; American Exchange Bank, Duluth: Na- 
tional German American Bank, St. Paul. 


ny a ne MOR hy, - geem| Barrett & Zimmerman, 


Lars aad immu § 
MIDWAY HORSE MARKET, 


Tc. Phone ood, ***" ST. PAUL, MINN. 
































Sugar Pine, Factory Plank, Bevel Siding, HUME-BENNETT ms 
° e Mouldings and Box Shooks. Telecode, 
White Pine and = - | LUMBER CO., 


Annual Capacity Saw mils (Successors to Sanger Lumber Co) 


Redwood Lumber 40,000,000 Feet. 2: SANGER, Fresno Co, - CALIFORNIA. 




















SAW AND PLANING MILL ANNUAL PRODUCTION 100,000,000 FEET 


MANUFACTURERS 
MILLS: H. H. WHELESS, President, 


sabia amine, LA D ix J E L U ho BR E i J.C, MCLACHLIN, V.-P. & Mgr. 
MONTROSE, LA. 


CAMPTI, LA. H. J, ALLEN, Sec, and Treas. 


SHORT LEAF ST. LOUIS, MO. STEAM DRIED 


“WHITE” ROCK 


MAPLE 
FLOORING 


ABE KLEE & SON MEANS SATISFACTION. 


TRUE TO GRADE. 


LUMBER PERFECT WORKMANSHIP. 
HORSES Be sure you are getting the best. 


Don’t make price the sole criterion. 


OUR SPECIALTY Our superior facilities are worth your consideration. 





We supply the largest lumber com- From 250 to 500 Head 
panies and other large mercan- on hand at all 


tile houses throughout this country. times. W W C 
» H. Wuite Co. 


REFERENCES FURNISHED UPON REQUEST. 
CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 


N Cc A General Sales Office Majestic Building, 
270-276 N. Center Ave., ~ . 
"PHONE Saw Mills and Factory 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS sovne ciry, mien, Detroit, Mich. 


MONROE 1006 
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OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO 
ADVERTISERS. 





The American Lumbermam is 
the only lumber newspaper having 
a large paid subscription list ! 

The ayerage number of copies 
of the Americam Lumbermam dis: 
tributed weekly during July, Aug- 
ust and September, 13,955! 

This is a circulation more than 
double that of any other lumber 
newspaper and greater tham the 
combined subscription list of any 
three other lumber papers. 
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ECHOES OF A STEEL STEAL. 


About a year ago lumbermen were busy buying auto- 
mobiles, tool steel and other high priced luxuries. 
Temporarily the purchase of automobiles may have been 
discontinued, but it is a foregone conclusion that every- 
one who has placed orders for tool steel, agreeing to 
pay three or four prices for it because of its alleged 
excellent quality, exploited through dubious methods, 
has discarded the habit. 

An echo of past transactions comes from Washing- 
ton. A manufacturer in that state placed an order for 
a sample lot of tool steel, which the agent stated would 
amount to about $25. The steal bill called for $104. 
When the goods arrived a thorough test was made and 
the subsequent proceedings are best told in the lan- 
guage of the buyer: ‘‘We took the steel and found 
nothing but a very ordinary quality as far as we could 
see. Then we waited. They tried. again and again to 
collect, but as the steel was not as represented we told 
them we would give them $25 for it. Result attached. 


We would not send check even. We told them to send 

a receipt to the bank and we would pay the bill there.’’ 
The ‘‘result attached’? was a very curious letter 

acknowledging the terms of payment in this way: 


NEW YorkK, Novy. 14.—Mr. Blank: Your esteemed favor of 
the Sth inst. at hand, the contents of which were carefully 
noted. We are today making a sight draft on you to be 
paid at the United States National bank, of - » Wash., 
for $25, with receipt attached to same in full settlement 
of our invoice of August 30, 1906, in compliance with your 
request. 

Thanking you for your attention in this matter and 
trusting that we may be favored with your esteemed orders 
in the near future, we are. 


Evidently the price of fancy tool steel has receded; 
a lot which sold for $f04 in 1906 is settled for at less 
than 25 cents on the dollar in 1907 and the shipper 
seems to be satisfied. 





A BIT OF TRITE ADVICE AS TO THE TRADE. 


A correspondent of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, who 
is a heavy hardwood manufacturer and particularly 
interested in poplar, after giving the facts that have 
come under his observation says: 

‘«There will be no large stocks suffering for a buyer 
as there were vears ago and we look for the men that 
have lumber next year to get a good price for it. 
People that throw their lumber on the market now will 
not get the full price for it nor its full value. In fact, 
no lumber $ells as well in December and the first halt 
of January as it does thereafter. Prices are lower and 
there is a light trade in the lumber line because manu- 
facturers are always trying to clean up and have as 
little on hand as they can for the first of January.’’ 

It is well that the trade should be reminded of these 
well understood facts, for in times of special stress 
like the present we are apt to ascribe the conditions 
entirely to the momentary cause. As our correspond- 
ent says, December is always a dull month and the 
first half of January is little better for the disposi 
tion of hardwood lumber, or lumber of any sort, for 
that matter. 

Added to the normal annual quietude is the special 
pressure of the financial situation, and it is not to be 
expected that any considerable amount of lumber can 
be sold during the next six or eight weeks. Anyone 
who must sell will sacrifice both in price and value. 
That is to say, he will not only have to sell below 
the figures recently quoted but will have to sell below 


the value of the stock based on any reasonable esti 
mate. Yet lumber will be consumed and bought and 
sold. There will be a small seattering demand for 
lumber to patch up broken assortments or for some spe- 
cial purposes, but there are likely to be more sellers 
than buyers. 

Under such conditions the wise policy for every man 
who has lumber to sell in a wholesale way is simply to 
stay out of the market, and pretty soon the buyers will 
be coming to him. It may be the middle of January 
or the first of February or the first of March before 
the buying movement will show itself in any strength, 
but it is certain to come and those who have had pa- 
tience, fortified by ability to wait for it, will have the 
goods to meet the orders and will be able to sell them 
at decidedly better prices than if they are crowded 
now. 

To those who must sell at any price to keep their 
heads above water level we have nothing to say, but to 
those who are able to stay out of the market for two 
or three months we can not urge too strongly that their 
lumber is worth more in their own yards than it is on 
the market and worth more in the log than in the pile, 
and more in the tree than in the log. Therefore, for 
the time being, stop felling trees, stop sawing up logs, 
stop offering lumber on a reluctant market. Probably 
there are enough who are forced to sell to supply all 
the demand for lumber that will be likely to arise 
during the next six weeks. 





POPLAR LOGS AND LUMBER IN OHIO RIVER STATES. 


Advices from ieading poplar manufacturers along 
the Ohio river, in eastern Tennessee and from the 
logging streams in West Virginia indicate a probable 
reduction of the log input for the coming season of 
25 to 50 percent and a corresponding restriction of 
the lumber cut. Some prominent operators ceased 
cutting timber several weeks ago. The principal 
reason for this curtailment of logging operations is 
the lack of money or credit to justify going on with 
operations, This condition is said to involve all 
manufacturing concerns on the Ohio river from Evans- 
ville, Ind., to Pittsburg, Pa., which means curtailment 
in Kentucky, Tennessee and West Virginia. It can 
be seen that this will result in a widespread and im- 
portant shinkage of the usual hardwood lumber sup- 
ply of all the Ohio river states. 

One leading operator of Cincinnati says the out- 
put of lumber will be at least 40 percent less than 
last year. The manufacturers are well satisfied with 
the volume of business this year and the prices that 
have been realized, though prices would have aver- 
aged higher had demand not fallen off during the sum- 
mer and fall. It is not expected that there will be 
much doing in the hardwood line until after the first 
of the coming year. In any year November and 
Decembér are months of quiet hardwood demand. 
Consumers late in the year are inclined to let their 
stocks run down preparatory to the year-end in- 
ventory. After the middle of January they look 
around to place contracts for the year. 

A manufacturer of eastern Tennessee states that 


the business of 1907 will sum up more than 1906, not- 
withstanding the letup in demand afd movement of 
recent time. He thinks that at the mills in his sec- 
tion prices are about the same as in November, 1906. 
Prospects for logging indicate a lessened input next 
year as compared to that of this year. There seems 
to be a pause in all sorts of enterprises on account 
of the money stringency and the uncertain outlook. 
Operations are confined to finishing up business al- 
ready in hand, and full forees are yet employed. 
Manufacturers have been behind with their orders 
and sawing for two years and now are beginning to 
catch up with their accumulated orders. 

An important Columbus (Ohio) house reports orders 
for 5,055 carloads received in 1907 against 3,711 in 
1906. Prices this year have not been nearly so strong 
as in 1906 exzept in poplar, which has held firm. 
However, orders received as a rule have been desir- 
able. The money stringency has severely crippled 
recent trade. It has induced numerous manufactur- 
ers to seek to unload lumber in order to get money 
to continue operations and meet their obligations, 
with the usual result, cutting of prices. Well financed 
mill operators have offset this weakening tendency by 
curtailing their cut. 

Throughout the year poplar stocks have been com- 
paratively low and prices have ruled strong. This 
wood now holds a better position in the market than 
perhaps any other in the hardwood list of the Ohio 
river states, except possibly quarter sawed . oak, 
especially white oak. 


—— 
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A proposition for the maintenance of confidence in 
the banks, and therefore avoidance of bank panics, 
comes from no less a personage than William J. Bryan. 
His proposition in brief is that the government should 
guarantee the safety of deposits in every national bank, 
charging therefor a sum based on average deposits or 
something of that sort, sufficient to provide a 
fund to reimburse the government for losses. 
He states that investigation shows that during the 
last forty years the losses to depositors caused 


more than covered by a charge of one-tenth of 1 per- 
cent. This is insurance by the government, and the 
question is raised by some why insurance companies or 
a mutual company organized by the banks should not 
do this work instead of the government. There is one 
sufficient reason; which is that in no insurance com- 
pany or association would the people have the con- 
fidence that they would in the guaranty of Uncle Sam. 

The proposition is an attractive one, though we are 
not at all certain, and perhaps Mr. Bryan does not 
claim, that it is absolutely original with him. In fact, 
it is understood that it was first suggested by a gentle- 
man of the name of Schutte. A well known lumberman 
of Nashville, John B. Ransom, has elaborated the idea 
and suggests that a tax of’ one-half of 1 percent per 
annum on every loan made by the banks might be im- 
posed, which on the present basis of outstanding loans 
would bring in $20,000,000 a year. He would have the 
fund pile up until it was equal to, say, 214, percent of 
the total individual deposits. As they amount to some- 
thing like $4,000,000,000 now this would make the fund 
about $100,000,000. According to Mr. Bryan the tax 
would not in the long run need to be anywhere near so 
large as proposed by Mr. Ransom. 

An objection is raised as to the discrimination it 
would make against state and private banks. No one 
need worry about discriminations against private banks, 
but Mr. Bryan himself suggests that the states could 
pursue the same policy toward the state banks as the 
national government would toward national banks. Cer- 
tainly with such a guaranty of deposits there would 
never be any occasion for a run on a national bank, and 
one of the most prolific causes of commercial disaster 
would be done away with. 

The air is full of projects for the betterment of our 
financial system. Some of them are given out by those 


There is one phase of the car stake controversy 
that demonstrates that the American railroad of- 
ficial is not backward in coming forward to ask for 
things. Some of us ordinary mortals are so bashful 
that we apologize to a ribbon clerk for putting her 
to the trouble of taking our money. When we walk 
up to the counter in a department store and find it 
in charge of a beautiful, schooner-rigged blonde we 
feel that it is very nervy of us to disturb her. Not 
so the railroad man. He has proven he is made of 
sterner stuff. He can make the imposing ribbon clerk 
take his money, or even clearing house certificates. 
He may ask the girl who sings out ‘‘Cash!’’ so beau- 
tifully even to give him the ribbon; if free lumber 
from the lumberman why not free ribbon from the 
department store? 

‘ The American railroad official has gone before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission to contend for his 
ancient and honorable system of compelling the lum- 
bermen to give him something for nothing. He has 
asked the Interstate Commerce Commission to cover 
the lumberman while he searches the victim. Of 
course he has not made this request himself, but he 
has done it through his attorney—and a request that 
requires nerve is not going to lose anything by being 


The fight against the mail order business goes merrily 
on, if that light term can be applied to so serious a 
matter. Whatever may be the final result it is plain that 
the campaign must proceed until the strength of the 
combatants shall be more decisively developed than is 
now apparent. . 

On the one hand is a business intrenched in the big 
cities, backed by immense capital, great warehouses 
built and equipped with the especial purpose of handling 
goods with expedition and at the lowest possible cost. 
These great houses have the best of banking facilities 
in the financial centers where they are situated. They 
build factories for turning out special lines of goods. 
They buy the output of other factories in bulk, as do the 
great wholesalers and department stores. Commercial 
interests thus fortified must be expected to put up a 
good fight before they will lie down and acknowledge 
defeat. 

On the other hand are the retail trade interests of the 
entire country. The individuals, firms and companies 
engaged in this retail business number hundreds of 
thousands, possibly a million or a plurality of millions. 
Their aggregate of capital is an immense factor in the 
trade and finances of the country. The retail dealers 
are the nuclei and life of thousands of villages and 
lesser cities. The retail merchants stand for the intel- 
ligence, the progress, the good order, the education and 
refinement of rural, semirural and the small urban com- 
munities. They largely initiate enterprise, improve- 





by failures of national banks would have been. 


CURRENT GOSSIP AND SUGGESTIONS REGARDING THE 


who are recognized as authorities on the subject, others 
by mere theorists and some by hairbrained speculators. 
It seems to be generally agreed by all students of the 
subject that a greater elasticity of- currency is neces- 
esary, although some, who are perhaps ultraconservative, 
object that if the public knows there is going to be an 
extra supply of money available when needed the kind 
of people who brought on the present trouble will pur- 
sue the same wild course to a greater extent under such 
a system. Still, experience is not to be ignored, and 
other countries have a degree of elasticity in their cur- 
rency which is unknown to us and presumably by that 
means are able to avoid periods of such extreme finan- 
cial stringency as occur in this country. 

One of the propositions for a more elastic medium 
of exchange is the creation in times of need of what 
may be called asset currency, based on approved securi- 
ties but not necessarily on government bonds. Another 
form may be called credit currency, based solely on the 
credit of issuing banks without any collateral back of 
it. Wild as such a system may seem to people in this 
country, it is practically what is issued by most of the 
banks of issue of other countries. In both cases it is 
proposed to tax what may be considered the excess 
amount of currency so as to cause its retirement at as 
early a moment as possible. In that respect it would 
be something like the clearing house checks that have 
been issued in Chicago ana other cities. In Chicago 
they are issued against securities deposited in the clear- 
ing house, drawn by one bank against another in favor of 
bearer, payable only through the clearing house, the banks 
paying interest to the clearing house at the rate of 7 
percent annually, That is a pretty heavy tax upon the 
earnings of the bank, so that with the emergency passed 
it is certain that these checks will soon disappear. 

There is a distinctly easier feeling throughout the 
country in regard to finance. Perhaps no more money 
is in circulation, the paper of outside banks is no more 
acceptable than it was, and exchange is almost unknown; 
but people have become used to the situation, and while 
this period of what amounts almost to bank suspension 
has its dangers, which are the greater the longer it con- 
tinues, it has served to educate the people as to the 
functions of the banks, and every day there is less like- 
lihood that when free payment 8f currency is resumed 
there will be any general run upon the banks, whether 
in city or country. 


CAR STAKES A MERCHANTABLE COMMODITY FOR WHICH 


placed in the adroit and fostering care of a railroad 
attorney’s hands. 

The railroad official has not sought to deny that 
stakes of some kind are needed to hold the lumber, 
the business of transporting which he solicits in dull 
times and sidesteps in good times. He thus has econ- 
fessed that the means to hold the load are as neces- 
sary as the couplings that hold the ears together, or 
the salary that connects him with his job. But he 
points to the fact that the lumberman always has 
furnished the stakes and that the fruit shipper al- 
ways furnishes the lath to hold his packages in place. 
What the effect of this proof may be in law we do 
not know, but in plain horse sense and equity it 
proves simply that the shipping publie has been 
an easy mark long enough. ; 

The lumberman not only claims that he should not 
furnish the stakes now but also that he should not 
have furnished them in the first place. Lumber and 
labor were cheaper in the old days and the imposi- 
tion did not seem so serious. Now, car stake ma- 
terial is worth money, and wages are higher, and the 
lumberman has awakened to the fact that the rail- 
road has been using him for a good thing. The fact 
that car stake material costs some Jumbermen noth- 


ments and all progress in the smaller cities and the 
villages of the entire country. They give the art and 
style to home building, dress and social forms. They 
are the supporters of higher education, church building 
and religious work. In fact, a community without the 
merchants would soon sink into an archaic, ignorant, 
uncouth and half civilized state. 

There is danger that the merchant class, outside the 
large cities, will be so crippled by the catalog houses 
as to lose their hold on prosperity and sink to the con- 
dition of a desperate struggle against great and dis- 
couraging odds for a mere sustenance, without ambition 
or hope for the future. 

Can the country afford to permit its retail trade to 
be paralyzed by the catalog houses of the large cities, 
and as a dire result see their cities become villages, the 
villages hamlets, and finally the hamlets swept from 
the landscape? Can it afford to see agricultural regions 
revert to wastes of thinly inhabited steppes, as in 
Siberia, or pampas as in South America? 

We are thus confronted with two powerfully antago- 
nistic interests—the catalog merchants of the large 
cities and the retailers of the country at large. These 
rival interests have engaged in a desperate struggle; 
the one for conquest and the other for defense of all 
that they possess and all that is desirable in country 
life. In such a struggle that which is best for the 
greater number should win—which means that the coun- 
try merchants and those of the small urban centers by 


FINANCIAL SITUATION. 


The daily press has done a good deal in this direction, 
particularly in the country, where the situation has 
been explained and the people have been shown how no 
bank can pay all of its uepositors on demand and that 
to make such demands would be to ruin not merely the 
bank but the people-of the community in which the bank 
is doing business. A Texas country paper, for example, 
last week published a long article from a citizen, writ- 
ten in a nontechnical way so that every one could un- 
derstand it. Among other good things in this article 
was the following: 

“*Don’t be foolish. Don’t be unreasonable. Don’t 
be selfish. Don’t be un-American. The nation is all 
right. The town is all right. Your bank is all 
right. Don’t go every day to the bank and draw out 
the limit they allow. Don’t be a knocker. You don’t 
need the money. Don’t distress your community by 
forcing people to sell their farms and farm products, 
their stores and other good assets just to pay up the 
bank in a hurry. You can ruin a man today by crowd- 
ing him, but if you will give him a little time he will 
soon be in the wind again with three sheets spread. 
Your selfishness and fright will make the entire com- 
munity suffer and you will not be benefited, nor will 
any one else, and only the money sharks will make a 
scoop.’ 

That, of course, is trite, but it is plain talk which can 
be understood. In the same paper was a statement by 
the president of a local bank regarding the bank itself 
and the general banking situation, and appealing to the 
people to stand by the bank. He made for the benefit 
of the people a detailed statement of his personal re- 
sources and pledged them for the payment of depositors. 
Such things help and it looks now as though it will be only 
a few weeks before business can be resumed normally. 

Just as soon as the banks in the reserve cities are 
assured that the opening of the gates will not let in 
a flood of drafts from all over the country they will 
be opened, and then everybody will wonder what all 
the panic was about so far as money was concerned. 
Of course a great deal of money is out of circulation 
that will remain so for a good while, and business can 
not be resumed with a rush, but unless all signs fail 
there will be a resumption of business soon and with 
the disposition of the people to ‘‘live and let live’’ 
fewer failures and less distress are likely than two 
weeks ago were thought impending. . 


RAILROADS SHOULD PAY. 


ing does not prove that they should give it away. <A 
man might stub his toe and discover a gold mine; 
must he, therefore, give the gold away? So long as 
the car stakes have any market value the lumber- 
man should be paid for them. If they can be used 
for car stakes they have a market value, for that 
reason if for no other. 

The railroads should not charge the lumberman 
for hauling his own equipment as well as his freight. 
The railroad should pay the lumberman for the equip- 
ment it secures from him and for the labor of hay 
ing it put on. This payment can be made in varied 
ways. The simplest way is in the shape of an allow 
ance for stakes. 

But an allowance might permit rebating. Dear, 
dear! The railroad must be permitted to go on tak 
ing the lumberman’s property and converting it to 
its own use because it is so prone to be naughty that 
to correct an evil so advantageous to itself might 
expose the railroad to the temptation to do something 
evil that would be advantageous to someone else. 
Let us say to the railroad official who is afraid that 
a ear stake allowance will tempt him to do some 
thing wrong, simply this—that there are laws to take 
eare of him if he does. 








THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST MAIL ORDER HOUSES. 


inherent ‘right and decent reason shall come off victors. 

The country merchants, including the retail lumber- 
men, are getting in line for a vigorous defense. They 
are trying to formulate a plan of effective action. Dur- 
ing the winter now beginning there will be something 
doing. The seat of war so far is west of the Missis- 
sippi river, with hostilities active in Minnesota and 
South Dakota. The enemy in Minnesota has concen- 
trated its movement on the lumber dealers, and has 
secured the indictment of a number of them for con- 
spiracy in the ‘‘little black book’’ matter, but these 
indictments are considered by good lawyers as too 
weak as a basis of successful prosecution. 

In South Dakota the mail order houses are trying to 
use the machinery of the federal courts to stifle opposi- 
tion to their inroads on the retail trade. A year ago 
the catalog houses tried to enjoin South Dakota mer- 
chants from asking manufacturers, wholesalers and 
retailers not to sell goods to mail order houses. People 
of all parts of the country are taking alarm at the 
frequency of these prosecutions, and are wondering why 
the federal prosecutors will lend their aid to a cause so 
inimical to the people at large. At the same time the 
people have but little doubt that prosecutions instigated 
by the catalog houses will fail. In that case the propa- 
ganda against the mail order invasion and threatened 
complete conquest will have a free field. How this 
propaganda can be successfully carried forward is the 
problem that must be solved. 
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It seems that a great and destructive evil, even if it 
be in the guise of legalized business, should have a 
remedy. To devise the correction is the great work 
to which the retail interest must address itself—is 
addressing itself. The effort must be organized in 
towns, counties and’ states. Nothing great can be ac- 
complished without organization. Single handed effort 
will do little good. 5 

So far not much that is positive and effectual has 
been done to arrest the progress of the mail order busi- 
ness. At least a robust protest has been given voice. 
Progress has been made in stirring up a united senti- 
ment against the mail order business. It is recognized 
as a menace to rural prosperity. If the general protest 
can be erystallized into a great organized movement 
something effectual may result. 

One tangible menace can be combated, namely, the 
proposed parcels post. Country members of Congress 
can be directly appealed to in this matter. No con- 
spiracy law or injunction can be invoked to stop opposi- 
tion to the parcels post proposition. 


If the mail order houses are cheating their customers 
in the quality of the goods they are sending out, and 
such cheating can be proved, it can be made the basis 
of legal action against the catalog concerns. Besides, 
it should go far toward discrediting them with country 
customers. By thorough study of the mail order manner 
of doing business other irregularities, not to say frauds, 
may be unearthed, that shall make good casus belli for 
effective action against the mail order method of dis- 
tributing goods which the purchaser takes a gambler’s 
chance in ordering. 

Organization and mobilization of forces will not only 
concentrate and energize the movement against mail 
order competition but it will, moreover, become an 
educating foree. First, it will persuade country mer- 
chants to the necessity of carrying goods and making 
prices that will induce trade. It will cultivate a better 
feeling between the customers and the dealers. Meet- 
ings should be held, under the direction of organizations 
of local merchants, to which the best farmers and sub- 
stantial townspeople should be invited. A full, free 


discussion of the situation should be had, in which the 
merchants should set forth the advantages to the town 
and neighborhood of a flourishing trade center, with all 
it implies as a market, social, educational and religious 
center. The wretchedness of a decaying town and com- 
munity should be vividly set forth and emphasized. 
The loss of value to the farms and town properties as a 
result of a decaying trade should be demonstrated, It 
really seems that if the sellers and buyers could thus 
be brought together on common ground a new public 
spirit might be aroused that would go far to make the 
mail order business so unpopular as to be left to die out 
for lack of patronage that demonstrably is effectively 
disloyal to its own communities. 

It is probable that the movement that already has 
made some headway will traverse the grounds here sug- 
gested in the quest for effective means to abate mail 
order competition. In this crusade the retail lumber- 
men are vitally interested, and can be depended on to 
do their part in any codperative strife against the mail 
order blight on country trade. 





PROSPECTIVE ADVENT OF A NEW STEEL RAILROAD TIE. 


Railroad managers and engineers are devoting much 
study to the devising of a metal tie that will take the 
place of wood for that purpose. It is realized that 
available timber for ties is rapidly diminishing in 
supply. Prices have advanced within a few years about 
40 percent, and the prospect is that they will become 
still more costly. It is thought that the time is not 
far distant when steel or concrete, or both, will largely 
have to take the place of wood. If substitutes could be 
provided there would be a rapid change in the kind 
of ties used. Though steel ties would cost much more 
than wood, it is thought that the metal ones would last 
so much longer than wood ties that the gain in the 
long run would be in favor of steel. 

Different forms of steel ties have been suggested. 
Among the more recent is one that is attracting much 
attention from railroad men. It is thus described: 

The proposed tie is formed by pressing or bending a 
flat piece of steel plate into a box form. On the side 
of this box shape which would rest on the ground 
would be left a space between the edges of the plate, 


forming a slot. In effecting this result the sides of 
the tie would be spread laterally, giving it a pyramidal 
form. That is, the tie would be wider at the bottom 
than at the top, thus: 











Though such a tie would be of relatively thin material 
it would have gréat strength, owing to its contour. 
The thrust of traffic in such a tie would safely be 
assumed without danger of rupture or flattening, and 
the open space at the bottom would secure its resilience. 
Such a tie will not upset or pound the ballast, as do 
the steel ties of girder or I-beam types, which have been 
condemned by railway experts because of their inability 


to assume the vibration and wave motion caused by 
traffic. 

Several types of rail fasteners are offered for con- 
sideration. Where the rail is not to be shifted to take 
up wear a simple Z-shaped fastener, having but a single 
engaging face on its upper arm to clamp down upon the 
rail base, is recommended. Where it is desirable to 
shift the rail after it has been in service a sufficient 
time seriously to enlarge the track gage, a type of fas- 
tener having a plurality of engaging faces is suggested. 
When the rail is first put into service the outside fastener 
would engage the rail base with its lower or first engag- 
ing face, while the inside fastener would engage the 
raii base with its second or upper engaging face. 

By providing a number of engaging faces for the 
fasteners a broad range of rail base widths can be 
accommodated on the same tie, so that 100-pound, 
90-pound, 80-pound or any other size or character of 
rail may be laid on one of the ties. The new tie is 
therefore ‘‘standard’’ and different sizes need not be 
ordered for different characters of rails. 





LUMBER PRODUCTION SHOULD BE CHECKED BY ALL MANUFACTURERS. 


Binrmorr, N. C., Nov. 13.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: To judge from your letter dated November 8, the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN is about to take the lead—as usual 
in solving the puzzle presented in the current situation of 
the lumber market. 

I feel very much honored by your request for an expres- 
sion of opinion. 

Controlling the output of 130,000 acres of timber land, I 
have conducted for many years operations on a relatively 
small scale. Our total cut during the last twelve months 
has been 3,000,000 feet only, one-third of which was yellow 
poplar. We have at hand at the present moment 300,000 
feet only of poplar lumber, and in our log yard there are 
found approximately 600,000 feet of poplar logs. I might 
say that the Biltmore Estate is doing its own share, and 
has done it for a number of years, to avert the lamented 
conditions of the day. We have preached to all of our 
friends in the lumber industry, at all lumber meetings which 
I have attended, the wisdom of curtailed outputs; and I 
dare say that we have lived up in our own operations to 
the letter of our preachments. 

Whatever turn the market may take, I am not willing to 
increase our annual production of yellow poplar beyond 
1,000,000 feet, board measure. 

You are certainly correct in stating that the condition 
of the money market during the last thirty days has not 
been favorable to the expansion of business. I, for one, am 
glad to see that further “expansion” has been checked. 
The only wish that I have left is that further expansion of 
lumber production should be checked for good and forever— 
not merely temporarily. 

Continuous expansion is a sure road toward overproduc- 
tion. I am and always have been in favor of ‘“underproduc- 
tion” for the mutual benefit of owner, wage earner and 
public. 

During the last years all of the blessings of “unlimited 
competition” have been witnessed by manufacturers as well 
as by the dealers in lumber. The present stringency of 
money is apt to prove a blessing in disguise: the banks are 
being taught the wisdom of extending credit to reliable 
manufacturers only and only to reliable dealers. And if the 
banks will take heed of these teachings the present anxiety 
will result in everlasting good to the producer of lumber. 

Conservative forestry—-which you know to be my life's 
work, or life’s dream—is possible only if the owners of 
stumpage agree, tacitly or openly, to restrict the annual cuts 
with due regard to the consuming capacity of the market 
and also with due regard to the reproductive capacity orf 
the forests. 

You may remind me of the dangers of public opinion, and 
you may state that any understanding of stumpage owners 
pertaining to their annual cuts will be decried by the press 
(including certain lumber periodicals) and by the public 
generally as a most infernal trust. Never mind; the pub- 
lic, the owners of forest lands and their employees will be 
more benefited by a conservative use of the forests than by 


reckless overproduction of lumber continued for another 


decade of years. 

As a forester interested in the welfare of the American 
forests and also as a producer of hardwood lumber I, per- 
sonally, should prefer a genuine trust of the stumpage 


owners, thus regulating the annual output, to unrestricted 
competition. Lack of organization among producers must 
result in overproduction alternating with underproduction. 
It seems to me that irregular fluctuations in the production 
form a curse to the employer, a curse to the employee, a 
curse to the public and a curse to the forest: if it were 
not sacrilegious I would indeed proclaim the truism "In 
trusts I trust.” C. A. ScHENCK, Ph. D., Forester. 

At the meeting held in Memphis last week one manu- 
facturer said: ‘‘We have learned our lesson and have 
paid a good, round price for the knowledge we have 
gained. In times past we have been brought into con- 
tact with the workings of the same forces and ex- 
perienced disaster which invariably accompanies over- 
production. Yes, we have learned the lesson; but have 
we learned not to forget?’’ 

Tasting the bitter fruits of experience, lumber manu- 
facturers readily acknowledge the evils of overproduc- 
tion. They now realize that during even the times of 
greatest consumption the lumber output of the country 
is equal to if not in excess of requirements, and that 


when work is carried on at full capacity during periods 
of light demand the result is a rapid accumulation of 


stock. 


Despite the closest scrutiny of the trade barometer 
manufacturers must acknowledge their inability to fore- 
tell the future. By the time lumber that is cut today 
is in shipping condition it may be at a premium or it 
may be a drug on the market. There is no practical way 
of determining even approximately what the require- 
ments will be. The world’s consumption of corn, wheat, 
cotton and other farm products is much better under- 
stood. The government, at great expense, has installed 
facilities for determining the probable size of the crop 
in each line, and prices largely are regulated by whether 
the crops are ‘‘long’’ or ‘‘short.’’ The lumber manu- 
facturer has no such light to guide his footsteps. He 
desires to give employment to his men, to keep steam in 
his boilers at steady pressure, to cut lumber, to sell it 
and to realize on his investment. His commercial in- 
stincts balk at the idea of not using the facilities he has 


brought together to the maximum of their efficiency. 


At few times in the history of the lumber industry 
of this country has there been an absolute shortage in 
the supply of lumber. Certain kinds, owing to the 
scarcity of timber, have not been equal to the demand 
for them, but there has been an abundance of other 


woods to step in and fill the vacancy. 


Dr. Schenck’s pithy comments on this phase of the 
lumber trade of the United States should receive close 


attention at the hands of manufacturers. His point 
of view is radically different from that of the average 
timber owner and saw mill operator. His ambition or 
dream has been to take a large tract of land and make 
it a perpetual source of lumber supply. The methods he 
has satisfactorily established at Biltmore are not in 
accord with those ordinarily employed by the lumber 
manufacturer. The ‘‘inexhaustible’’ character of the 
timber supply of the country has made the business of 
getting out lumber very similar to that of mining. A 
tract of timber is acquired and that part of it which can 
be marketed at a profit is cut. Then another block is 
secured and the operation repeated. This system has 
come into vogue because of the tremendous timber re- 
sources of this country and the obvious necessity for 
clearing up a large part of the land for agricultural 
purposes. 

Many argue that the time has come to set aside a cer- 
tain part of the country for timber growing purposes 
and to cut the present stand in accordance with the ideas 
of competent foresters. With some kinds of timber it 
would be necessary to adopt clean cutting methods and 
with others to select the matured trees and preserve the 
young growth. Lumber prices in this country have not 
yet reached a level which would enable the manufac- 
turers to make this radical change in their methods, and 
many of the large operators frankly say they doubt the 
arrival of the time when such changes will be practicable. 

Getting back to the subject of producing only suffi- 
cient lumber to meet the needs of consumers of this 
and other countries, there is no absolute foundation or 
knowledge to serve as a reliable index as to what the 
probable needs will be. Overproduction is a burden under 
which many well directed concerns have been crushed to 
the wall. It has robbed producers of many hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of profit to which they justly were 
entitled. It is doubtful if those concerns which secure 
lumber at basement prices have really been benefited by 
the great loss someone else sustained. The problem of 
making the output of lumber conform more nearly to the 
demand is one of which a solution is difficult to find. A 
spasmodic curtailment now and then brings about good 
results and enables the weaker operators to keep their 
feet. Isolated effort in this direction cannot prove of 
lasting benefit to the industry at large. Such action may 
save the day at the time it is taken but under the old 
‘*go ahead and make it’’ policy the same state of affairs 
is encountered six months, a year, or two years later on. 
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THE LUMBERMAN’S TENTATIVE PROPOSITION FOR ENCOURAGEMENT OF RAILROAD INVESTMENT 
AND TO FURNISH A BASIS FOR EQUITABLE REGULATION. 








E. A. POTTER, PRESIDENT B. L. WINCHELL, PRESI- 


AMERICAN TRUST & SAV- DENT ROCK ISLAND 
INGS BANK, CHICAGO, RAILWAY SYSTEM, CHI- 
ILL. .CAGO, ILL. 


In previous issues have been given a few communi- 
eations from among the many which have been re- 
ceived regarding the suggestion that a sojution of 
the present railroad situation might be found in guar- 
anty by the government of a certain minimum profit 
on capital invested in railroad construction, improve- 
ment or operation, with 
larger returns to be paid out of the net earnings, all 
earnings above a certain maximum to be used in cer- 
tain specified ways. In this issue are presented a con- 


permission for much 


siderably larger number of these communications from 
varied sources; some of them favorable to the prop- 
osition and some unfavorable, but all containing some- 
thing of interest, both from their origin and from the 
matter they contain. 

One of our correspondents is Edwin A. Potter, pres- 
ident of the American Trust & Savings bank, of Chi- 
eago. Mr. Potter is recognized as one of the leading 
authorities in Chicago on economic subjects. He says: 

CHIcaGo, Nov. 21.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN: I 
have read with interest your tentative proposition on behalf 
of railroad investment. It contains an idea well worthy of 
serious consideration and, if carried out on an equitable 
basis and one that would allow ample margin for mainte- 
nance and betterments, might be a wise solution of the 
railroad problem, satisfying the government, the shipper and 
the stockholder. EDWIN A. POTTER. 

We believe these points are covered by the propo- 
sition as shown by the brief statement of it re- 
printed herewith. The government could be made 
safe, the shipper could be satisfied by the accomplish- 
ment of railroad betterments of which he is so much 
in need and the stockholder certainly should be satis- 
fied with the small guaranteed profit coupled with the 
opportunity for larger earnings resulting from good 
management and the fact that provision is made for 
ample funds for maintenance and betterments. 

Another man eminent in Chicago’s business world, 
whose interests reach out over almost the entire coun- 
try west of Chicago, is B. L. Winchell, president of 
the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway Company. 
He writes as follows: 

CHICAGO, ILL., Noy. 22.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 
I have read the article concerning railroad investment and 
regulation with much interest and am sure your mind is 
working along right general lines. In some things we may 
not agree; that is, as to details. 1 believe if you had to 
look over railroad balance sheets for the next six months 
you would be inclined to revise your statement that “in 
many cases railroad rates still are extortionate.” 

The policy of guaranteeing a minimum investment sounds 
reasonable to me. If I were going to decide the matter 
myself I would suggest that, after a maximum had been 
reached, the profits should be divided, instead of allowing 
the government authorities to take all above the maximum. 
But there is room there for something reasonable, and I 
am glad to see you getting the minds of the people started 
along reasonable lines. 

There is a fundamental truth in the following statement 
which you made: “Railroad management, under the most 
favorable circumstances and with free hand, sees little hope 
of fully meeting the measure of its responsibilities. Under 
merely restrictive legislation the railroads are still further 
handicapped and have found it and will find it impossible 
to secure the funds necessary.” B. L. WINCHELL. 

Without entering into a discussion of the railroad 
rate question, we might suggest to Mr. Winchell, who 
is one of the most progressive and fair minded among 
railroad men, that when service rendered is considered 
there are many rates which will not stand examina- 
tion and comparison. In the lumber trade, for ex- 
ample, when the transcontinental roads are claiming 
that they must charge higher rates on eastbound lum- 
ber because their cars, to so large an extent, have to 





go westbound empty, what reason is there for a 75- 
went westbound rate on hardwood lumber with a 40 
or 50 or even 60 cents eastbound rate on soft woods? 
And, in a general way, we believe that many rates are 
excessive because there are roads which have been 
able to pay regularly large dividends on capital much 
in excess of the value of the properties on a valua- 
tion basis. While the next six months may be a hard 
period for the railroads as well as for other business 
interests of the country, and while we can sympathize 
with the well and honestly managed enterprise that 
may suffer, we cannot have any keen sympathy with 
those whose own demonstrated violations of business 
ethies have brought about the trouble. 

If Mr. Winchell will examine the tentative propo 
sition a little more carefully as to detail he will see 
that the surplus remaining above a permanent maxi- 
mum profit is not necessarily to be returned to the 
government, but may be invested in extensions and 
improvements which will benefit both the people and 
the roads themselves; the latter in making more cer 
tain the ability to secure at all times and under all 
business conditions the maximum profit which may be 
allowed. 

On the railroad side of the proposition we are 
anxious that legitimate enterprises of this sort, hon 
estly conducted, should not only make reasonable prof 





Brief of a tentative proposition for the en- 
couragement and protection of invest- 
ment in railroads and to make equitable 
strict governmental regulation and con- 
trol. 


(A) Government to guarantee 3 (?) percent 
dividends on capital stock representing at 
par money invested in railroad construction, 
improvement, equipment and operation. 


Projects shall receive in advance ap- 
proval of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, or other body appointed for 
the purpose, and the issue of stock 
shall be only to the amount of legitimate 
costs in carrying out the projects, as 
shown by accounts and youchers rendered 
in such form as the commission shall di 
rect. No officer, employee or stockholder 
of the road shall be interested directly or 
indirectly in any firm or corporation doing 
work or furnishing materials or equipment 
in pursuance of the projects. 


(B) Railroad companies to be permitted to 
distribute net earnings to the amount of 
7 (?) percent of the face of stock represent- 
ing monev so invested. 


Net earnings shall be gross receipts, less 
salaries, operating costs, maintenance, re 
placements, taxes and repayment to the 
government of not to exceed in any one 
year 25 (7%) percent of guaranty payments 
made by the government as provided for 
in section A. 


(C) All net earnings in excess of 7 (?) per- 
cent on capital stock to be devoted to public 
use and benefit. 


(1) By repaying to the government any 
payments in fulfillment of guaranty as 
per section A. 

(2) By establishing a reserve fund, on 
which 3 percent interest shall be paid to 
the government, but to which not more 
than 25 (7%) percent nor less than 10 (7) 
percent of the excess net earnings shall be 
devoted, until said reserve fund = shall 
amount to 10 (7?) percent of the guaran- 
teed capital stock; said reserve fund to be 
used for the purposes specified in clause 
3, and for meeting any deficiency in any 
year in net earnings short of the guaran- 
teed 3 percent. 

(3) By making uncapitalized extensions, 
or such improvements and increase of 
equipment as shall not properly come un- 
der the heads of maintenance and replace- 
ments. 

(4) By covering into the national treas 
ury any further excess of net earnings. 











its, paying well for managerial ability and giving 
good returns to capital invested, but should be so safe- 
guarded as to attract the necessary capital and enable 
them adequately to meet the responsibilities devolved 
upon them. Therefore, we protest against merely re- 
strictive and regulative legislation unless it be coupled 
with other Jegislation which will protect legitimate 
railroad enterprises and investments. In the endeavor 
to Jimit railroads to reasonable profits some of the 
states are hewing too close to the line, and there is 
danger that such legislation may be restrictive not 
merely of railroad profits but of railroad investment, 
improvement and of their ability to perform the serv- 
ice which is so important to the entire community. 
It was with the object of balancing duties and re- 
wards, rights of the people as against ‘the rights of 
the roads, that that tentative proposition was pre- 
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sented and is being discussed by railroad men, by 
business men and by those in publie life. 

Prominent in the lumber industry of the southeast 
is Martin F. Amorous, of Atlanta, Ga., president of 
the Union-Pinopolis Saw Mills, of Kingwood, Ga. He 
writes as follows: 

KINGWooD, GA., Nov. 5.—Editor AMeRICAN LUMBERMAN: 
Personally I believe in the utmost freedom for the promoter 
of railroads and other enterprises. Without the hope of 
future reward coming through “watered stock” there would 
be no promotions. Our roads in periods previous to the 
advent of the promoter were mostly built by government, 
state or municipal aid. When that period ceased the big 
future rewards induced the promoter to undertake their 
building. Cut that inducement out and the state must 
supply the need or else progress will halt. Your idea is 
equitable. If you limit their earnings in the ‘fat years” 
why should we not subsidize them in the “lean years?’ 
Still I am for the “watered stock” days and “full dinner 
pails.” Marrin F. Amorous. 

From historical and legal standpoints the railroad is, 
in part, performing the functions of government. The 
government supplies highways for its citizens who 
can use them without discrimination, on even terms. 
The railroad is a highway, but its nature is such that 
it cannot be open for every man’s ear or other ve 
hicle to run on even terms, and so the company 
which has a monopoly of operation upon it is a com 
mon carrier and obliged to transport all goods and 
persons offered to it, without discrimination, on equal 
and reasonable terms. Government has eneouraged 
railroads in the past. They have received grants and 
bonuses. But, most of all, the government has exer 
cised on their behalf its right of eminent domain, 
without which no railroad could have been built. That 
period of public encouragement to railroad building 
has passed and at the same time there is a drawing 
tighter of the lines of control and regulation with a 
chance, in many eases realized, of practical oppres- 
sion, which is felt first by the roads but second by the 
people whose highways they are. There is no chance 
of returning to what Mr. Amorous calls the ‘‘ watered 
stock days’’ when the railroad was considered and 
operated as a private enterprise responsible to no 
one and the government which regulates should also 
protect. 

A well known lumberman of the north, A. R. Rog- 
ers, of Minneapolis, Minn., who is one of the heaviest 
retail dealers in lumber in Minnesota and the Da- 
kotas and who is a manufacturer in the far western 
states and in British Columbia, says this: 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Noy. 21.—Editor AMERICAN LUM 
BERMAN: I have had no opportunity of studying your 
proposition before this. I have now done so and I am 
inclined to think that in the main your scheme is a good 
one and I congratulate you upon the public spirit which 
you have shown and the thought which you have evidently 
expended in preparing this matter. A. R. Rocers. 

One of the great business enterprises of the middle 
west is the Central Coal & Coke Company, of Kansas 
City, Mo. From its president, Charles 8. Keith, we 
have the following letter: 

KANSAS City, Mo., Noy. 15.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: I have not .yet had an opportunity to go into this 
matter and I do not know that I will have time to look it 
over, but as I understand it the proposition is that the 
United States government is to guarantee a dividend of 4 
percent: on railroad investment. This I consider unwise 
legislation, as investments will be made in new railroad 
properties where there is no possibility of the proposition in 
itself being a paying one, because of the guaranty of the 
government to make up any deficit on the 4 percent divi- 
dend. We have too much legislation of this character and 
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it is only a question of how long this can continue until it 
will impoverish our country and be a burden on our people. 
I think commerce can be better regulated by competition 
than it can by legislation. 

My idea is that commerce will take care of itself and will 
be regulated by general conditions and that legislation along 
these lines will serve only to make conditions worse rather 
than better. In my opinion it is due to legislation of this 
character, which has been unwise and detrimental to the 
best interests of all, that the present lack of confidence in 
business methods in the United States has reached the point 
where it now is, and to my mind conditions will be a great 
deal worse before they begin to show a tendency of getting 
better, and many good men will go to the wall because of 
this. 

I am in hopes that the “empty dinner pail’ will be suf- 
ficiently felt by next spring so that it will force the various 
political parties to place planks in their platforms which 
will change the present policy, and that they will support 
conservative rather than radical candidates for office. If 
they do not I believe the general conditions will continue, 
and become worse, in the administration of the next incum 
bent, whoever he may be, of the office of president. 

CuarRLes 8. Kern. 

If Mr. Keith will take the time to read even the 
brief summary of the tentative proposition which he 
will find with this article he will see that it is for 
the protection of the railroads and of railroad in- 
vestment primarily, while at the same time permitting 
regulation without the present danger of discouraging 
railroad enterprise and hampering railroad improve- 
ment and development. The proposition itself we 
think answers Mr. Keith’s chief objections. There is, 
however, one point on which we would differ from 
him, and that is as to the miraculous power of com- 
petition. It is generally recognized that two tele- 
phone companies or two gas companies in the same 
city, or two street car lines serving the same terri 
tory, are nuisances and detrimental to the welfare 
of the people. The only excuse for them is that com- 
petition is necessary to keep down rates and to pro- 
mote good service. That is ageomplished by compe- 
tition at too high a cost. Such enterprises are, and 
should be, natural monopolies and some other way 
should be devised of insuring fair rates and good serv- 
ice. Much the same argument applies to the railroads. 
There is nothing but an economic waste in having an 
enormous investment in two roads to do a_ business 
which might just as well be done at much less cost by 
one road. Our proposition suggests a way out of that 
economic difficulty, at the same time encouraging in- 
vestment and the development of the best service. 

A capitalist and business man, chiefly interested in 
lumber, who is one of the leading citizens of Michi- 
gan, is William W. Mitchell, president of Cobbs & 
Mitchell, Ine., of Cadillac. He writes: 

CADILLAC, Micu., Nov. 15.—-Editor AMrRICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: I have read the article-containing your tentative 
proposition carefully, and feel, as you do, that it is a very 
large and Important subject; but I have never seen the way 
clear for the government to own railroads. It seems to me 
that it is better for the roads to be owned as they are now 
but under the supervision of a federal commission that 
would check them from doing things that they ought not 
to do. I feel that it is a subject that we all have to study, 
more particularly to know what the duties of the commission 
would be, as it is important not to draw the lines so close 
as to restrict railroad building, which I fear in our own 
state has been accomplished. They tax the roads so high 
and have cut them down so low on passenger traffic rates 
that it is impossible for a railroad to do business at a profit. 
I think it is the history of the Grand Rapids & Indiana 
road this year (as I understand it the water is all out of 
its stock) that it will not be able to pay any dividends on 
common ‘stock, notwithstanding that it has been its big- 
gest year from a standpoint of number of passengers 
handled and vonnage of freight hauled. W. W. MITCHELL. 


It is just such conditions that our proposition is in- 
tended to remedy and avoid, although it must be con- 
fessed that the way does not seem clear to make a 


uniform application to interstate and intrastate busi- 
ness. However, such government protection, as well 
as control, as is suggested could not be extended in 
eases where the states did not join the national gov- 
ernment in uniform regulations, and therefore might 
tend to limit the activities of the state in this diree- 
tion, which activities are doing far more than any na- 
tional causes to threaten the stability of the rail- 
roads. 

Another Michigan man of large affairs is the Hon. 
John W. Blodgett, of Grand Rapids, who has especially 
heavy interests in the south and is a large timber holder 
and lumber manufacturer on the Pacific coast. His 
letter follows: 


GRAND Rapips, Micu., Noy. 16.—Editor AMERICAN LUM- 
BERMAN : Referring to your editorial in the AMERICAN 
LUMBERMAN of November 2 entitled “A Tentative Proposi- 
tion in Behalf of Railroad Investment and to Forestall Gov 
ernment Ownership,’ I have hardly had time to give this 
subject the consideration it deserves. sriefly, however, I 
have come to the following conclusion : 

Your argument is sound, and if the proposition could be 
carried out it would aid greatly in developing our commerce, 
both foreign and domestic. The question arises, however, 
whether there is any authority granted by the constitution 
whereby the federal government could guarantee private 
investment in private enterprise. 

I would not be in favor of aid by states or municipalities, 
because municipalities, as a rule, have all they can do to 
finance their own public utilities and improvements, and the 
diversity of action among various states makes everything 
of that sort, to my mind, very undesirable. I am inclined 
to think this subject will have to work out its own salvation. 

tailroad building and operation will have to be put on 
the same high plane that characterizes the majority of our 
enterprises. I believe those most heavily interested in rail- 
road matters today realize this fact, and that “Chicago & 
Alton” deals are a thing of the past. Railroad matters must 
be so conducted that both the small and the large investor 
will feel that their interests will be carefully protected. I 
think Mr. Stuyvesant Fish had exactly the right idea. It 
precluded his stock jobbing in the Illinois Central stock, but 
it made the people of both small and large means along the 
line look upon it with favor as an investment. 

Mr. Weyerhaeuser has no difficulty in enlisting all the 
capital he requires for any of his projects. Lumbermen all 
over this country are ready to follow his lead. As you 
know, this is because they have confidence in his ability, 
and even more confidence in his integrity. Those who would 
promote and control railroad enterprises in the future must 
have the same kind of reputation. JOHN W. BLODGETT. 


We think there is no doubt of the right of govern- 
ment to guarantee such an enterprise as a railroad, 
and here we must remind Mr. Blodgett that a railroad 
is not a private enterprise. As stated by another 
correspondent, the government has guaranteed rail- 
road bonds in the Philippines and if that can. be done 
and such aid can be extended for the promotion of 
railroads as was granted to the Northern Pacific, the 
Union Pacific and others, a limited guaranty of re- 
turn on cost is not likely to be declared illegal. Mr. 
Blodgett very strongly puts the moral side of rail- 
road management, which must, regardless of any par- 
ticular measures or means of relief, remain the basis 
of any substantial individual or national prosperity. 

From J. M. Hastings, Pittsburg, Pa., who as a lum- 
ber manufacturer is interested in Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, North Carolina and Nova Scotia, and who is 
president of the National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ 
Association, two letters have been received. The first 
is as follows: - 

PirTsBURG, PA., Nov. 5.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 


Relative to the proposition on behalf of railroad investment 
and to forestall government ownership, I want to give some 





BY A BUYER. 


Arthur F. Moore, of James Moore & Sons, 
Limited, of Melbourne, Australia, while in 
Chicago this week said. in an interview: 

‘*During the last two years we have bought 
$50,000 worth of new machinery, and all of it 
was bought. from concerns whose advertise- 
ments we saw in the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 
Any machinery we buy in the future we expect 
to buy in the same way. 

‘*TIn one instance in particular, in opening 
the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN I saw a machine 
advertised which would meet our requirements, 
and I immediately cabled the manufacturer to 
send us the machine advertised on page so and 
so of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN of such a 
date. ' 

‘*This incident will give you an idea of the 
confidence we have in the AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN as an advertising medium and authorita- 
tive lumber journal.’’ 
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time and thought to it. I am, however, of the opinion that 
notwithstanding the criticism that has been heaped upon 
the president by the average Wall street financier he is in 
the right, although I do not approve altogether of his 
policy. I think that the same results might be secured in a 
more quiet way. I am not prepared to say, at the present 
time, that government ownership of railroads is practical 
nor am I prepared to say that government regulation and 
government guaranty up to a certain point would be prac- 
tical. However, I believe that with the railroads in an 
undeveloped country a government guaranty of railroad 
bonds up to a certain amount a mile would produce good 
results if carried out with careful business prudence. I 
believe that corporations ought to be placed under govern- 
ment regulation as to the issue of their stocks and bonds 
and that no stock dividends should be declared without 
value received so that the public buying those stocks or 
bonds would know that there was actual value behind them 
and that they were not merely based on the earning power 
of the corporation during a prosperous period. Nor do I 
think that it is anything to the discredit of a corporation to 
pay 10 pércent or 15 percent on its stock one year and the 
next year pay only 5 percent. I think that the dividends of 
any corporation each year should be based on its earnings 
and no precedent established. If they paid a certain percent 
one year that would constitute no reason why they should 
continue to pay the same right along. There is only one 
common sense idea with a business organization or corpora- 
tion of any kind and that is to pay dividends according to 
the earnings annually. J. M. HASTINGS. 

Mr. Hastings’ idea as to dividends being properly 
based on actual earnings undoubtedly would meet. the 
approval of all conservative men and yet we would 
not make it as invariable as he suggests. Dividends 
should be paid only from earnings, but if they are 
on a conservative and safe basis there seems no 
logical reason why an earned surplus may not occa- 
sionally be drawn upon in extremely dull years to 
maintain a conservative dividend, although it might 
not be earning that year. However, the essential point 
which Mr. Hastings makes is well taken. Later he 
addressed the following: 

PITTSBURG, PA., Nov. 11.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 
Replying further to your letter regarding railway invest- 
ment, after reading the article carefully I cannot see that I 
can add much to what I have already written. To my mind 
this solution of the railroad question in the United States 
presents two features: First, guaranty to the railroad com- 
pany of a certain amount of its bonded indebtedness, say 
3 or 4 percent, instead of a fund to be provided for the 
redemption of these bonds at the end of a certain period of 
time, dividends to be paid on the stock of the company not 
to exceed 7 percent. Second, government supervision over 
railroad or industrial corporations, so that when the stock 
of the said companies is issued to the public it shall be 
strictly on its merits as to the cost of the investment which 
it covers, with no stock dividends for future acquirements 
in franchises, and no additions to be made except on a cash 
basis equivalent to-the cost of same; all issues of stock by 
the said corporations to be made only for value received 
either in the shape of money, or property, or material used 
in construction, with no account taken of franchises except 
those purchased by the corporation for a nominal sum, and 
they to be turned into the corporation at exactly the price 
at which they were purchased, in order that no clique of 
directors or others connected with the corporation shall be 
permitted to use their positions to further their private 
gains. If we could get to this point it would bring back 
the confidence of the people in the securities of which now 
they have no knowledge except that which is given in the 
printed statements issued by the corporations themselves, 
whose honesty and integrity they have a right to question, 
judging from past experience. Instance: The combinations 
of railroads made in the west and the Metropolitan street 
“ar deal in the east, which clearly demonstrated that if 
allowed to continue there will be one set of men (and a 
very small and select set at that) who will be getting richer 
all of the time while the public will be getting poorer. 

J. M. Hastines. 

The above is so strong that nothing needs to be 
added to it, but we might point out that it was sug- 
gested that earnings be guaranteed on stock rather 
than on bonds because the latter are of limited life, 
while the former are as long as the life of the fran- 
chise, which is practically perpetual in the case of 
railroads. 
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PROPOSED CO-OPERATION OF PRIVATE OWNERS AND STATE FOR PERPETUATION OF FORESTS.“ 


Many of the prominent timbered states now have 
forest associations, state forest supervision and regula- 
tion, and under such influences progress is being made 
in practical forestry from year to year. What is now 
wanted is to generate a motive in the minds of timber 
land owners for the perpetuation of forests on their 
holdings. 

It is a cause of wonder that in the great volume of 
speech and writing that has been devoted to the neces- 
sity of preserving and perpetuating our remaining tim- 
ber growth greater stress has not been laid upon pre- 
senting a motive and devising a means to the owners of 
timber land for practicing forestry themselves. There has 
been much stentorian demand that public authority, 
state and national, take hold and compel the preserva- 
tion of the forests. With more zeal than knowledge of 
the situation legislation has been demanded for the 
arrest of denudation. The general government has 
responded to this popular clamor by setting apart cer- 
tain areas of public laads as forest reserves. Some of 
the states have done likewise. That is good as far as 
it goes. 

But the greater end desired by the entire country is 
forest preservation in the older timbered states and 
reforestation where that is practicable. But since the 
greater areas of forest and cutover lands lie under the 
ownership of private individuals or companies it is 
practically impossible to divest them legally of their 
holdings under the plea of public expediency, and it is 
equally impossible to prevent them from continuing the 
denuding process by any legislative mandate. So Jong 
as the owners have to pay taxes on their lands, added to 
the interest on their investment, they will continue to 
cut off the timber whenever there ig profit in the opera- 
tion. Since the counties and towns of the timbered 
districts have become organized, everywhere traversed 
by railroads and scattered vver by permanent settle- 
ments, and especially since the value of stumpage has 
become high, taxes on timber lands have risen to a 
degree commensurate with the changed conditions indi- 
cated. 

In counties wherein settlement has progressed far 
enough to throw the balance of the voting power against 
the interests of the owners of timber lands, assessments 
of the holdings of the big lumber companies and non- 
resident investors in timber lands have been placed so 
high that it has the tendency to force the cutting and 
marketing of timber as rapidly as it can profitably be 
done. While the settlers are thus able to secure the 
building of fine county structures, school houses, and 
the making of good section line turnpikes and bridges, 
they have hastened the denudation of forest lands be- 
cause the owners cannot afford to preserve the timber 
that is so heavily taxed. Hence it would seem to be 


the most feasible way to check rapid denudation and 


promote’ conservatism in timber cutting, as well as to 
induce systematic preservation of the forests, to regu- 
late taxation with those objects in view. 

Going directly at the essential feature of the matter, 
- there should be sufficient tax exemption on timber lands 
to encourage owners to hold their forested areas as 
permanent investments. 

At the recent annual meeting of the Michigan For- 
estry Association, held at Saginaw, Mich., this proposi- 
tion was ably presented by Charles W. Ward, son and 
heir of the late Dr. David Ward, whose estate in- 
cluded vast pine and hardwood lands in Michigan, Wis- 
consin, West Virginia and California. In his prelimi- 
nary remarks Mr. Ward stated that his father’s Michi- 
gan timber land holdings consisted of nearly 100,000 
acres, estimated to contain 900,000,000 feet of pine and 
an unknown quantity of other woods, including maple, 
hemlock, elm, basswood and birch. 

During the last thirty years this estate has paid about 
$600.000 in taxes, the most of this large sum going to 
benefit of property outside that for which the tax was 
collected. In the meantime the estate furnished its 
own fire patrol and the owner and his men often extin- 
guished dangerous fires set by careless sportsmen and 
other campers. Comparatively little of this tax revenue 
was expended in building roads, Mr. Ward believing 
that the estate could have constructed and maintained 
the highways for which appropriations were made for 
$20,000. Within the last three years the tax commis- 
sion of the state has caused-a close estimate to be made 
of every foot of every kind of timber on these lands, 
and assessment is made on the value of the stumpage, 
computed from the market price of lumber for the year 
preceding. Thus the sum paid in taxes this year is as 
great as that paid in 1880, when there was at least 
800,000,000 feet more of pine on the area than is now 
standing thereon. 

Mr. Ward proceeded to remark sardonically that the 
tax commission apparently was not satisfied with the 
rapidity with which the timber was being removed, 
though that is at the rate of 60,000,000 feet a year. 
The taxes which the estate is paying to the state amount 
to $25,000 a year. This amount must be annually re- 
duced by the cutting off of the stumpage, on the value 
of which the levy is based. Suppose an average annual 
tax of $15,000 a year shall be collected for twelve years, 
as that term will probably cover the duration of the 
forest, it would net $180,000 to the state and result in 
the total extinction of the forest. 

As a possible offset to this destructive method of tax- 
ing the forest off the face of the earth Mr. Ward draws 
a contrast between what has been and what might have 
been. Suppose that instead of cutting away the large 
quantity of timber that originally stood on the Ward 
lands, 80,000 acres, the most suitable for permanent 


forest, had been set apart for that purpose. Then sup- 
pose it could have been possible to make a contract with 
the state to pay an annual tax of 5 cents an acre and 
a specific tax on the lumber and other wood products 
that were cut and‘sold from the land. Then suppose 
sufficient timber had been cut from the land to net its 
owners $4 an acre annually on the entire area, or the 
same as the known annual income from the German 
forests of this period. Again, suppose that the owners 
of this land had been required to replace the timber 
eut by planting trees as a quid pro quo for certain speci- 
fied relief from taxation. The result of this plan is 
seen, thus: 


80,000 acres taxed 5 cents an acre.......ccseees $ 4,000 

Tax of 2% percent on the net annual income of 
RA re Pe ro rr ne ee ry rere re are 8,000 
$12,000 


The requirement to replant young trees in sufficient 
quantities to replace eventually the matured trees that 
were cut would establish a permanent forest for all 
time. This woodland would pay a permanent annual 
tax return of $12,000, varying somewhat from year to 
year, to be sure, on account of depression in demand, 
change in prices ete. 

Under such a contract with the state the 80,000 acres 
thus set apart would pay into the state treasury during 
the first 100 years of its operations not less than $1,200,- 
000, and this rate of income could be made to continue 
as long as that of the Silhwald, of Zurich, Switzerland, 
which has provided the inhabitants of that city with 
timber, namely, 600 years. 

Under the prevalent system of taxing timber lands 
and timber, as in Michigan, the owner is penalized for 
holding his stumpage. On the contrary, by the method 
proposed by Mr. Ward the owner is penalized or fined 
for destroying his timber, and he is required to make 
good a percentage of the value destroyed by planting 
and maintaining a new growth. 

or further elaboration of this subject and argument 
for the proposed method of encouraging timber owners 
to perpetuate their forests the reader is referred to Mr. 
Ward’s address in another column of this issue. It is 
a presentation of the case well worthy of the careful 
attention of timber owners, statesmen and economists. 





*In the third volume of the History of the Lum- 
ber Industry of America will be published a full ac- 
count of the wonderful pine and hardwood forests 
of Michigan and the process of their approaching ex- 
haustion unless checked by wise measures for the 
protection of the remnant growth. The history re- 
ferred to is published by the American Lumberman, 
J. E. Defebaugh, author, and is furnished at $5 a 
volume. The second volume is being delivered. 





IS IT DESIRABLE OR FEASIBLE TO EXTEND THE PARCELS POST IDEA? 


Among the ideas promulgated by Postmaster General 
Meyer for the improvement of the postal service and its 
usefulness to the public the one given first rank is the 
idea of the parcels post. This idea from the time of 
its inception, or the time that it was given out publicly, 
brought a storm of protest from retail merchants and 
lumbermen all over the country, which, it was thought, 
had so completely snowed the idea under that it would 
be abandoned. Instead of being abandoned, however, 
it has worked its way out through the storm of objec- 
tion and, as recently presented by Postmaster General 
Meyer, is so amended and rounded out that those fea- 
tures to which objection was so strenuously made are 
apparently removed. In short, he claims that according 
to his ideas the parcels post plan would not in any way 
assist mail order houses in their business in the larger 
cities, but would make the delivery of packages to 
their customers on rural routes easier for country mer- 
chants. The first question that naturally suggests itself 
is if this idea of the parcels post will not benefit and 
enlarge the mail order house business why and exactly 
for what purpose is it being persistently urged? That 
is, where and in what way is the general public good 
to be obtained therefrom? Let us assume, for the sake 
of argument if nothing else, that so far as the lumber 
trade is concerned the objectionable features of the 
parcels post plan have been entirely removed and that it 
will not in any way work harm to retail lumbermen by 
encouraging a further development of what is termed 
the mail order business to the detriment of lumber deal- 
ers in their community. Then where do lumbermen or 
any other people get any benefit from it? Is it to be 
a formidable competitor of express companies to carry 
packages at such prices that it will save the senders of 
packages from being called on to pay exorbitant rates 
by express companies, either for the lack of competition 
in any territory or because of combinations or general 
agreements by which rates are held abnormally high? 
If it will do this it will certainly furnish a measure of 
good for the general public therein, but whether or not 
it harms someone else in some other way remains to be 
seen and it is worth while analyzing the possibilities of 
such a plan to get some light on the subject. It is light 
on the subject which the postmaster general claims to 
be after and he wants free discussion with a view to 
furnishing the people with what they want in the best 
manner practicable. 

An instance comes to mind at this point which is 
worth relating because of the light it will throw on a 
certain phase of the postoffice department acting as 
what might be termed a public carrier. During the busy 


season of lumber meetings last winter a request was 
made for a photo of a newly elected president. This 
photo was promptly sent by mail, carefully packed in 
cardboard, but when it arrived it was so badly damaged 
as to be beyond repair or use. Fortunately the name of 
the photographer was on it and by a delay of two days 
and a charge of $1 a new photo was secured from the 
same negative. Taking note of the delay in making the 
new photo and of time lost, together with the extra 
dollar paid and the damaged wrappings, to the post 
office a report of the case was made and the question 
asked if the postoffice, as a public carrier, would make 
good the damage to the extent of paying the bill of $1 
for the new photo. The postmaster explained that while 
the department exercises all the care possible it does 
not assume responsibjlity for damage done, except for 
registered matter. In other words, the postoffice depart- 
ment as a public carrier occupies the unique position 
of being neither responsible nor amenable to the laws 
governing other public carriers, by which they are re- 
quired to make good anything that is damaged in transit, 
unless an extra charge is paid for registering, and then 
the amount of damage is limited. 

The point to this incident is that the postoffice depart- 
ment as a public carrier may look like an inviting propo- 
sition as a means for reducing the cost of sending pack- 
ages and to prevent exorbitant prices and charges on 
the part of the express companies and other public car- 
riers, but unless it can be made responsible for goods 
damaged in transit the first time a man has a package 
damaged or lost through the parcels post he will begin 
to take a different view of the matter. and wish that 
he had shipped by some other public carrier on which he 
could have recourse, instead of having to stand the loss. 
Possibly the parcels post plan could be made to in- 
clude some provision of this kind, but if such provision 
involves any additional cost another question is whether 
or not it will be of material benefit and if it would not 
be better to seek some other means of regulating the 
shipment of packages so that they could be handled by 
regular express companies, which will be so under the 
control of government supervision as to rates that they 
will not charge exorbitant prices for this service. 

The idea of the postoffice department going into busi- 
ness as a public carrier naturally carries with it a sug- 
gestion of government ownership of all means of trans- 
portation, of railroads, waterways ete., and if carried 
out in full measure it would be simply a step in that 
direction. At least it would eventually lead to the post- 
office doing considerable public carrying which is being 
done by express companies. Probably no one except 


stockholders of express companies has any particular 
interest in maintaining these companies, if something 
else could be substituted that would be better for the 
publie in general. 

Making the postoffice department a formidable com- 
petitor of the express companies looks like a step that 
might possibly be followed soon by others. It is a step 
in that direetion and soon we would have before us the 
old question of government ownership of transportatio% 
facilities. t 

Leaving aside the question of the postoffice department 
as related to the public carrier and the bearing this 
might have on ownership ete. this question comes to 
mind: Would the addition of a parcels post lead to the 
sending of more packages by mail and seriously handicap 
the handling of what might be termed regular mail mat- 
ter? Some.imes when a man sees a postman loaded down 
with papers, magazines and letters one is inclined to 
think that what we need is not more packages for the 
postman to carry but more postmen to carry the regular 
mail matter. To what extent then would it be necessary 
to enlarge the facilities of the postal department, how 
many additional employees would it be necessary to put 
in service to carry out this parcels post plan, and even 
should the parcels post business furnish enough revenue 
to pay this extra help and for these extra facilities 
would not some danger be incurred of interfering with 
the rapid handling of first class mail matter and even 
second class mail matter? One of the important fea- 
tures in connection with postal matters is the prompt- 
ness of delivery. This is so important that mailing con- 
tracts to competing railroads are sometimes largely in- 
fluenced by the time they can make over a certain terri- 
tory and as a result of this some of the record runs of 
the United States railroads have been made for the sake 
of dispatch in handling mail. With the volume of mail 
matter naturally growing larger every year, is there not 
some danger of loading it down with something of this 
kind so as to seriously interfere with the proper handling 
of the mails? If there is, it would be much better prob- 
ably to let it go and not trouble with the parcels post, 
even though it gave promise of various conveniences, be- 
cause it would take considerable to recompense the busi- 
ness world adequately for delaying mails. 

So important is this matter of promptness and quick 
action in handling and delivering mail matter that we 
sometimes wonder if it would not be much better could 
we devise a plan so that first class matter might be 
handled entirely apart from the packages, papers, cata- 
logs and all the other bulky matter with which not 
merely mail trains but the postmen are loaded, and the 
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handling of which requires a lot of time and energy at 
terminals. The system is good as it is, and first class 
mail matter is as a rule given the preference and handled 
with a degree of promptness that is commendable. At 
times delays occur, probably unavoidably, and this sug- 
gests that instead of planning to add more to the volume 
of matter being handled by the postoffice department it 
might be better to work the other way and plan to 
limit it. 

Possibly the parcels post idea will eventually have at- 
tached to it some arrangement by which it will be han- 
dled apart from first class matter, not necessarily on 


trains but by different people and under different sys- 


tems at terminals, say in cities where regular postmen are 
heavily burdened, and it can be so worked out in this 
way that it need not interfere with the handling of reg- 
ular mail matter, but may be in the form of an addition, 
and help pay the expenses of rural stations which seem 
to have been costing the department more money than 
they have brought in. All this, however, leads us back 
to the idea of the postoffice department becoming a 
public carrier, and the government therein taking the 
first step in the direction of government and municipal 
ownership of public utilities, and opens up questions 


which have already been the source of almost endless 
argument. After looking it all over and taking a squint 
at it from this side, then going around and getting a line 
on the other side, and measuring the hight, width, depth, 
breadth and everything else, it is hard to see where we 
can work up any great enthusiasm over the idea of the 
parcels post. We are led to wonder why the postmaster 
general is so anxious to have this idea embodied in the 
work of the department and why it is so persistently 
brought forward in the face of so much objection. Maybe 
some good is in it that we are unable to see. If there is 
please point it out to us. 





SECOND VOLUME OF THE HISTORY OF THE LUMBER INDUSTRY OF AMERICA, BEING DELIVERED. 


We take pleasure in announcing to readers of the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN that the second volume of the 
History of the Lumber Industry of America is now 
being distributed. This definite statement has been 
long delayed simply because the investigations neces- 
sary have been much more extended than was antici- 
pated and the work of compilation and writing of such 
unexpected magnitude. 

Nearly a thousand volumes bearing upon the history 
of the lumber industry of New England and of New 
York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania have been gone 
through in search of the information necessary to give 
even approximate completeness to the work, and from 
hundreds of these something has been chosen of fact or 
description which has been woven into the complete 
whole. Sometimes days of research have been necessary 
to verify one important fact, while in other cases mines 
of information have been discovered in unexpected 
places. 

Not only was this volume longer in execution than 
was expected, but so much material developed that the 
book is larger than it was intended to be and even so 
does not cover quite the scope of territory planned for 
it. It was hoped that this volume would carry forward 


the history through the old eastern white pine states 


to Michigan, and perhaps farther; but so much material 
developed which the author could not consent to neglect 
that avail was had of the natural line of division lying 
between Pennsylvania and the latter developments of 
the industry west of Lake Huron, 

Consequently, this volume includes merely the New 
England states, New York, New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania. But those states were the original home of the 
lumber industry. Development began practically simul- 
taneously along the north Atlantic coast and on the 
Hudson and Delaware rivers and Chesapeake bay. 

In the early days white pine and oak chiefly attracted 
the attention of explorers and settlers, and until near 
the close of the nineteenth century white pine was the 
wood of chief commercial importance. As its supply 
decreased, however, other woods came to the front; not- 
ably spruce in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and 
northern New York and hemlock in southern New York 
and Pennsylvania. The hardwoods also received added 
importance in that section as elsewhere. 

In those states lumbering methods were worked out 
and applied, and from those states came lumbermen, 
with or without capital, but in any event thoroughly 
equipped with experience and forest sense, to carry on 


the industry in other and newer sections. Not only did 


this important region develop lumbering methods but 
market methods as well, inspection systems and forest 
legislation. Those states have been the leaders in 
projects for the preservation or reproduction of the 
forests and from them have largely come the men who 
are today at the head of the government Forest Service. 

Identified with all these lines of activity have been 
men of force and intellect. The volume is replete with 
mention of the pioneers and of those who later brought 
to its highest point the modern development of the 
lumber industry. 

Market influences have not been ignored and such 
points as Bangor, Portland, Burlington, Albany, Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Williamsport, Pittsburg, Buf- 
falo and Tonawanda are specifically treated, usually in 
chapters devoted entirely to them. 

Thus this second volume of the History of the Lumber 
Industry of America is a history of the development of 
the industry of the entire country, in a sense, as well 
as being a record of definite things accomplished in a 
definite place and time. 

History of the Lumber Industry of America. By 
J. E. Defebaugh. Four volumes. $5 a volume. Volume 
II, devoted to the New England states, New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, now being delivered. Published 
by the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago, III. 





ANOTHER POLITICAL LIGHT ON THE TRAIL OF A FRIENDLESS TRUST. 


Kau CuLAine, Wis., Nov, 20.—Editor AMreRICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: I see that the governor of Oklahoma in his inaugural 
speech refers to the lumber trust. Of course, he only re- 
peats, parrot like, what he has heard. He has no knowledge 
of it, nor has anyone else. J have been in the lumber 
business thirty-five years, at times quite extensively, but 
have never seen or heard of any trust or combination; con- 
sequently I don’t believe there is or ever has been one. If 
there has been one or is one I am anxious to know it. 

Now, as the leading lumber paper of America, I think it is 
the duty of the AMerican LUMBERMAN to call this bluff and 
insist that this man by some evidence or some facts make 
good this statement, in some slight degree at least. I am 
tired of hearing these sort of statements. We should be 


cleared or convicted. JouN S. OWEN. 


Governor Haskell’s inaugural address bordered on the 
sensational to such a degree’as to insure its reproduc- 
tion in nearly every large paper in the country. Many 
men spend their time in devising ways and means of- 
regulating the universe, or, in the event their schemes 
are not so comprebensive, of regulating the affairs of 
their neighbors. Governor Haskell felt it incumbent 
upon himself to adopt a policy of this character and 
to outline a platform for the conduct of the affairs 
of all the states rather than for the government of the 
infant among them. é 

He may be credited with sincerity in making the 
charge that a lumber trust ‘‘do exist.’’ Local combina- 
tions have been formed in the lumber trade as well as 
in other lines and in several cases conviction has fol- 
lowed complaint. The law does not take motive or 
results into account; it is satisfied to show agreement 
to perform or not to perform certain acts. Virtually 
this principle has been laid down: As many men as 
desire may engage in the lumber business, but they 
may not, under penalty of fine or,imprisonment, at- 
tempt to control or direct that industry in an intelli- 
gent manner, 7 

Today the public mind is haunted by the bogie 
‘¢trusts.’’? This attitude on the part of the people is 
not without cause. Through combination in certain lines 
trade has been restricted’ and the people made to pay 
tribute to a few in control of the situation. Ordinarily 
combinations having for their object some purpose an- 
tagonistic to the common weal are local in their scope, 
but so far people have not been well enough informed 
to discriminate between the enhanced value of com- 
modities due to agreement and that due to natural 
causes. The mere fact that any commodity is or has 
been worth more than ever before is no indication that 
such price has been brought about by illegal means. 
For two years or more everything—labor, farm produce, 
live stock, provisions, products of the factory, loom 
and mill—has been highly valued. 

More reasons have existed for an inerease in the 


price of lumber than for the gain shown by some other 
commodities. This is due to the progressive scarcity of 
timber and the greater demand for its products. It 
has not been a case of the consumption growing and 
WNS AND REDUCTI 
SHUTDOWNS AND REDUCTIONS. 

The Yellow River Lumber Company, of Stillwater, 
Minn., and the Dorchester & Hughey Lumber Com- 
pany, of Bellevue, lowa, have ordered their camps 
along the Yellow river, north of Chippewa Falls, Wis., 
closed, and the Northwestern Lumber Company has 
closed its mills at Stanley and Eau Claire, Wis. 

The New River Lumber Company has closed down its 
operations at all points along New river in Tennessee. 

The Hollister-Amos Company, Radford Bros. & Co. 
and the Campbell & Cameron Company have closed 
their mills at Oshkosh, Wis., and the Paine Lumber 
Company of the same place is working on half time. 

Mills in Ontonagon county, Michigan, which have 
curtailed or closed, include those of the Holt Lumber 
Company, the Sawyer-Goodman Company, Diamond 
Lumber Company and the Ontonagon Lumber & Cedar 
Company. ‘The latter concern has a large logging 
operation under way in the Firesteel district, and the 
camp is to be reduced to a considerable extent. It 
also. reported that wages of woods workmen will be 
reduced about one-third. 

Mills along the Menominee river in Michigan are 
curtailing their output of logs to a considerable ex- 
tent, and a number of mills in Menominee county have 
suspended work for the winter. Cedar operations also 
are being reduced in view of the fact that cedar 
stocks have not been moving, and the yards are so 
well stocked that little demand is anticipated in the 
spring. 

At Bayfield, Wis., the Wachsmuth Lumber Company, 
the Red Cliff Lumber Company and the Bayfield Mill 
Company have made a cut in wages, and expect to 
make a further reduction. Several camps are being 
operated, and, despite the reduced wages, there has 
been no trouble in securing workmen. Logging op- 
erations will be less extensive than last year. 

The Weyerhaeuser interests at Duluth, Minn., have 
announced that their cut at Cloquet this season will 
not exceed 100,000,000 feet as against 200,000,000 feet 
during the season just closed. The camps of Alger, 
Smith & Co. are half idle, and the Duluth, Virginia & 
Rainy Lake Company is not making any definite prep- 
arations to get: out logs. The scale of wages in the 
vicinity of Duluth has been reduced from $45 and $50 
to $26 and $28 a month, and there is ample labor at 
these prices. 





the supply remaining stationary, but of an enlargement 
in the demand and a decrease in the supply of timber 
to be secured for a moderate outlay. This year hard- 
wood logs in the lower Mississippi valley have com- 
manded a higher price than was paid for the manu- 
factured product ten years ago. 

For some unaccountable reason the retail buyers 
look upon the price paid as the profit of the man who 
sells. The public should know, and the greater part of 
it does know better, but it does not in its judgment of 
men and affairs apply such knowledge. 

Insofar as Governor Haskell’s infantile and deroga- 
tory reference to the lumber trust is concerned 
little need be said. He could not, if he desired, ‘‘ prove 
up,’’ because he has not at his command the machinery 
necessary to make a broad investigation. 

His reference to the lumber trust may be regarded as 
a figure of speech. It is evident from his speech that 
he has no comprehension whatever of the magnitude of 
the charge he brings, of the character of the industry 
or of the people engaged in it. The most that can be 
said and the worst that can be said is that he endeav- 
ored to strike a popular chord in the untutored public 
mind and he probably struck it. The honorable gover- 
nor of Oklahoma could no more be expected to prove his 
statements than the ordinary man could give a scientific 
explanation of the universe. 

Pursuant to a resolution introduced and warmly ar- 
gued by Senator Kittredge, of South Dakota, during the 
last session of Congress, the department of commerce 
and labor has had investigators in the field for nearly 
a year endeavoring to spy out and apprehend the lumber 
trust. From the information available at this time it 
seems that none of them has been able to track it to 
its lair or to beard it in its den. Some of them believed 
at the time this work was undertaken, as did certain 
muck rakers, that somewhere, somehow, existed an all 
powerful, dominating intelligence in lumber affairs. 
None of them has produced proof in support of this 
assumption. 

If there be a lumber trust it unquestionably is leading 
a hard life. It has no friends, no acquaintances, no 
home and no prospects of a happy hereafter. It has 
been damned and reviled. Its effigy has been torn to 
pieces by every third rate politician and numberless 
times by the village demagog has its memory been ex- 
ecrated. Even now this poor, homeless lumber trust may 
be sulking up the back alleys, finding scant nourishment 
in the refuse in the garbage cans and contending with 
the stray yellow cur a bed in the ash bin. 

Certain delvers into the occult claim the existence of 
powerful forces not now recognized and dreamed of by 
many. The lumber trust may be one of these forces 
which, despite the arts and wiles of the professors, will 

not materialize. 
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EDITORIAL REVIEW OF 


One feature of the general lumber trade is likely to 


have an important bearing upon demand when the new | 


year shall have advanced somewhat after January 1. 
There will be a call from the retailers for lumber to fill 
up their depleted stocks. After the relaxation of the 
extreme car stringency succeeding last March, and con- 
tinuing during the summer, a large quantity of southern 
lumber, ordered last fall and winter, was forwarded to 
destination. This movement continued throughout the 
last season. Coming as it did in the face of a shrink- 
ing demand, especially after midsummer, the result was 
to load up the retail yards with lumber. At the same 
time the mills continued to run full capacity, or nearly 
so in most instances, and to urge sales to get rid of 
lumber that tended to overaccumulation. The effect of 
this urgency was to weaken the market. The buyers 
for the retail trade, seeing this weakening tendency, 
became apathetic about stocking up, fearing that prices 
would go still lower. An uncertainty about the situa- 
tion inclined buyers to wait until more positive condi- 
tions should supervene. The result was that retail deal- 
ers continued to sell from stocks on hand and lumber 
loitering in on old orders, but placed new ones only for 
filling in purposes. Under such circumstances retail 
stocks have been settling down, and in many instances 
have run comparatively low. This is especially so in 
the Missouri-Kansas district and in Oklahoma. It is 
probably true of Texas; and certainly throughout the 
middle west and in the east there has been an avoid- 
ance of overstocking for several months. Succinctly 
stated, there has not been a normal degree of stocking 
up this fall. 


RETAILERS MUST BUY LUMBER. 


Since the outcome of the season’s crops became known 
the rural retail trade in the southwest has been fair to 
good, dependable on locality. Retail stocks have thus 
been reduced below what is considered normal in the 
fall. The weather has been favorable to outdoor work, 
so that building and repairing have been carried for- 
ward without interruption. Though the retailers had 
lumber enough to meet the demand, with some patching 
up of special sorts, at the year’s end they will not have 
sufficient with which to begin another active season. 
Soon after the first of January they will have to begin 
buying, ant for this reason southern pine manufactur- 
ers expect to see a distinct revival in wholesale demand. 
Of course in this particular much will depend upon the 
weather. Should the winter be mild and favorable to 
the resumption of building there surely will be a re- 
newed call for lumber, emphasized by the known moder- 
ate stocks in retail yards. What is true of the south- 
western situation should be measurably so of the entire 
country north of the Ohio river, for no oversupply is 
in the hands of retail dealers anywhere, though perhaps 
in the large cities there are full stocks, since dealers 
have taken advantage of bargain prices to put in sup- 
plies to the extent of their finances and storage capac- 
ity. 


THE CURTAILMENT FEATURE. 


While the retail dealers have restricted buying to the 
safe limits indicated, when they go into the market 
again they will find that the wholesale supply has been 
greatly curtailed by the nonrunning or partial opera- 
tion of the mills for weeks past. The manufacturers 
will be resting easy under the knowledge that they 
have no great surplus of stocks and what they have on 
hand is broken in assortment to such a degree that it 
will lead to urgent inquiry for specials when demand 
shall start up again. Already manufacturers whose sell- 
ing headquarters are in St. Louis and Kansas City are 
aware of a distinct improvement in conditions of both 
demand and collections within recent time. Sellers of 
line yard stocks are receiving a fair run of orders and 
it is expected that by December 15 there will be a pro- 
nounced inerease of inquiry looking to orders for lumber 
for delivery after the first of next year. Within a few 
days collections from the retail trade have been re- 
markably good under the circumstances, showing that 
movement of the crops has been sufficient to loosen up 
the rural money supply and that country banks are be- 
ginning to extend increased help to their customers. 
Altogether conditions in transmississippi territory have 
brightened up a good deal within a week, a change no 
doubt largely due to returning confidence in the finan- 
cial situation in the principal banking centers. Though 
it can not be expected that at this late period of the 
year, and immediately after the shock that has been 
given to finance and business by the degree of panic that 
followed the New York bank flurry, there will be any- 
thing approaching a full recovery of demand and move- 
ment, signs are very encouraging to the belief that early 
in the new year will come a strong reaction from the 
dullness prevalent since the beginning of October. 


READJUSTMENT OF MILL CONDITIONS. 


Throughout the southern pine producing states cur- 
tailment of product and readjustment to changed con- 
ditions of trade and finance are the most pronounced 
features of the situation. Included in this evolution is 
the eutting down of the wage scale to conform to the 
lack of ready demand and the lower range of prices. 
Evidently a new basis all around is contemplated with 
the object of continuing it until demand and prices shall 
warrant or force a larger output and higher prices for 
lumber. In the meantime both manufacturers and deal- 
ers are becoming resigned to the inevitable and will 
take care of such business as comes to hand with the as- 


GENERAL LUMBER TRADE CONDITIONS FOR A WEEK. 


surance that when finances shall get back to something 
near a normal state a freer movement of lumbers an 
absence of burdensome surplus and probably a firmer 
market will follow. It is thought to be inevitable that 
during the early months of next year there must be a 
renewed demand for car building lumber and railroad 
stuff, for the companies must maintain their lines and 
furnish new equipment to handle the traffic of the coun- 
try. At Gulf ports there has lately been a considerable 
revival of export demand, largely from South America, 
and considerable seagoing shipments have been made. 


QUIET AND FIRM. 


In the northern pine trade quietude and firmness are 
the rule. At lake markets lumber continues to arrive, 
but the volume is diminishing as the season of naviga- 
tion draws toward the close. Stocks at such points as 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Bay City, Saginaw, Detroit, Toledo, 
Cleveland, Buffalo and the Tonawandas are fairly ample 
but probably less than they would have been but for the 
firmness with which prices of mill stocks were held. 
The movement of lumber eastward from the Tonawandas 
by the Erie canal is practically at an end for the sea- 
son. Shipments by canal this year show the smallest 
total since 1873. ‘The final figures will be not far from 
100,000,000 feet. This would have been exceeded con- 
siderably if it had not been for delay of two months 
saused by the break in the canal lock at Syracuse during 
the summer. The wholesale yard trade at Chicago has 
apparently gone into winter quarters, as extreme quietude 
prevails. At Minneapolis the outward movement from 
wholesale yards is not far from normal for the season 
and but few orders are being received. Stocks are not 
large. The line yards are buying but little. But with 
the assurance that the production of pine logs during 
the winter is to be limited holders of wholesale stocks 
feel confident that the lumber cut next season will be 
lessened 40 to 50 percent and that the market will there- 
by be well sustained. In some sections of the northwest 
where wheat and other crops have been marketed a fair 
retail trade is reducing stocks and it is predicted that 
the yard men will have to replenish from wholesale 
supplies before long. At Cleveland, though the demand 





A SUMMARY OF SUMMARIES. 


For six weeks retail lumbermen have been 
selling out of the yard; for six months the rail- 
road repair shops and wrecking crews have been 
furnished with supplies out of stock. For a 
similar period the car building companies have 
used yard stock. Orders largely have been for 
special material or to replace items exhausted 
through the heavy drain upon them. During 
the period specified little if any lumber has been 
ordered for stock. The railroads and car build- 
ing companies have received a great deal of 
lumber which had been delayed in transit or not 
shipped as soon as expected, owing to the car 
shortage. 

At present no one is inclined to buy, as the 
current market is considered a risky one. Some 
shrewd operators are quietly taking advantage 
of present conditions and have justified such 
action by the logic of circumstances. 

There is a lesson in the present state of af- 
fairs which should not be lost sight of by the 
manufacturers or the buyers. Production has 
been reduced 40 to 60 percent in both pine and 
hardwoods. The demand is exceedingly quiet, 
but every factory and every dealer is cutting 
into the stocks on hand at a very rapid rate, for 
the stringency in financial affairs has not per- 
meated and become a part of all the business 
of the country. 

With stocks in a depleted condition and 
further drained by the quantities used and sold 
during the next thirty days what naturally will 
be the state of the trade after the January 1 
inventory? The people of this country are not 
going to quit work. The farmers have abund- 
ant crops to sell, labor is healthy and anxious 
to better its condition, and people generally 
have recovered from their feeling of distrust in 
financial affairs. All of these are factors in 
controlling the demand for and use of lumber. 
No general recommendation may be made to the 
trade at large. Each operator must study the 
ingredients pointed out in the foregoing, weigh 
them carefully and decide for himself. In the 
event the retail dealers, the railroads and the 
car building concerns come into the market at 
the same time there will be a radical change in 
the complexion of affairs. 











for northern pine has been falling off for some time, 
prices are held firmly. As a whole reports from the 
northern pine markets are rather meager this week, but 
it is generally known that no special change usually oc- 
curs in that trade at this season and that prices re- 
main on a steady basis until competition from newly 
sawed lumber begins to have effect in the spring. Of 
late years stumpage and mills have fallen into strongly 
capitalized hands, under which control no violent flue- 
tuations of prices are possible. 


CURTAILMENT OF HARDWOODS. 


Owing to monetary stringency and shrinkage of de- 
mand there has been general resolve among the manu- 
facturers of hardwoods in the Ohio valley states to re- 
strict the log input from now forward 40 to 50 percent 
from the usual amount cut during the fall and winter 
months. This determination is likely to diminish the 
supply at all Ohio river points from Evansville to Pitts- 
burg and at mill points scattered along tributary streams. 
The curbing of supply over such a large and important 
hardwood area should have a powerful influence to re- 
store the market to a stronger and more profitable 
basis. In the lower Mississippi valley, especially in 
Arkansas, persistent and copious rains have wellnigh 
stopped log and mill operations, thus adding another 
factor to the restrictive process that had been begun 
by the shutting down of many mills. In Wisconsin 
there is a general closing down movement and dis- 
charging of men. Wages are being cut down to $24 
to $28 «a month and in some cases even lower. ‘This 
reduction is in strong contrast to the wages paid until 
recently, namely, $35 to $40. Measures are also being 
taken effectually to stop ‘‘jumping’’ from one camp 
to another. The lumberjack for several years has been 
lord of the shanties, but the log jobbers and mill men 
now think it is their turn to ride horseback. The gen 
eral situation in the northern hardwood producing states 
is like that in the south—there must be a curtailed 
production and a readjustment of the cost of doing 
business or losses will be suffered. The result will be 
a reduced supply of Jumber, which should induce a 
healthful reaction of the market. The general hard- 
wood trade is quiet, as is usual at this season, intensified 
to some degree by the late money stringency. In lower 
Michigan, however, there seems to have been little abate- 
ment of the usual activity toward stocking the mills 
with logs, while the industries of that state which con- 
sume hardwoods are proceeding with slight abatement 
of capacity. 


HEMLOCK BUSINESS. 


Dealers and manufacturers in the Saginaw district 
and throughout territory tributary to the trade of that 
valley state that an increased amount of hemlock busi 
ness has developed within recent time. Hemlock suffered 
during the season by competition from southern pine, 
but within the last few weeks there has been a distinct 
improvement in this trade. Piece stuff is selling at 
$17 to $19 a thousand and boards are $1 higher than 
piece stuff. Dry stocks are somewhat depleted. The 
output of logs will be curtailed. At Cleveland the 
market is declared to be in good condition so far as 
stocks are concerned, but yard and local demand is 
quiet. The hemlock situation generally is much like 
that which pertains to other kinds of lumber. 


WATER VERSUS RAIL. 


The main movement of north Pacific coast lumber is 
that which has an outlet by sea. There is a fair cargo 
movement from Puget sound, Grays harbor and Colum 
bia river points. This trade keeps the Pacific coast busi- 
ness from utter stagnation. Considerable shipments 
would be made by rail if empty cars could be obtained. 
There is a veritable embargo on the Northern Pacific 
lines so far as ears are concerned. Many of the rail 
road lumber and most of the shingle mills are shut 
down and some of the tidewater plants. Operators are 
waiting with what patience they can for the decision of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission in the rate case. 
Some Jumber and timber is moving into the interior by 
sea and rail through the San Pedro gateway of south- 
ern California. Recently a tender was put out for 
5,000,000 to 6,000,000 feet of rough lumber for the 
Panama canal, 


CALLED OFF THE ROAD. 


In the Kansas City district most of the cypress sales 
men have been ealled off the road, the present demand 
being light, though a revived trade is expected for Janu- 
ary. Prices remain fairly firm. The manufacturers in 
Louisiana are restricting their output so that the supply 
shall be kept within the range of demand. The mills 
have a fair supply of orders on their books and ship- 
ments will continue in considerable volume until the 
end of the year. 


FIRMLY HELD. 


Prices of eastern spruce are firmly held under a 
moderate demand. The asking price for 9-inch and 
under framing stuff is $22 a thousand, but $22.50 or 
$23 is required in cases where haste is demanded in de- 
livery. It is the caleulation that the eut of spruce logs 
in Maine and New Brunswick this season will be much 
less than last year. It is expected that the result will 
to a better market. Spruce randoms are priced at $18 
to $19 and boards at $22.50 a thousand, 
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THE LUMBERMAN POET WRITES OF TEXAS, AN EMPIRE IN THE SOUTH. 


THE EMPIRE. 

Beside the azure gulf it lies, the nation’s southward 
door, 

Italian blue its starry skies and gold its sandy shore. 

Upon the west its mountains lift their grim and jagged 
lines, 

Upon the east white vapors drift above its stately 
pines. 


The sun that burns its cactus plain warms other, 
fairer soil, 

And ripens fields of Texas grain to pay for Texan toil. 

The treeless miles that stretch afar to white, unclouded 
morns 

A living, waving ocean are of tossing heads and horns. 


For, Texas, ev’ry fruit and flow’r and ev’ry grain are 
thine— 

Here lilies live their fragile hour and centuries the 
pine. 

Though all its sister states should fade to silent wastes 
again, 


Where Texan hearts an empire made an empire shall 
remain. 


THE PIONEERS. 
Before. cathedrals lift their spires beside the river’s 
brim, 
3efore the workmen build their fires the waiting 
wheels to start, 
Before the lights from window-sills shine out in twi- 
light dim, 
The pioneers must mount the hills and pierce the 
forest’s heart. 


The oak must feel their sturdy sway, the giant pine 
must yield, 
The tangled vines be cleared away, the mighty wood 
be won, 
Ere ‘round the stumps of fallen trees shall rise the 
farmer’s field 
And peoples cross the eastward seas to follow west- 
ward sun. 


And there are other pioneers as grandly great as they 
Who in the nation’s early years made passage for 
the race. 
Mor each advance of liberty some hero cleared the way 
Like him who fells the mighty tree within the forest 
place. 


So, Texas, pioneers of thought once cleared the way for 
thee, 
So, Texas, mighty Houston wrought to build for thee 
a shrine, 
So, Texas, martyred Crockett died that Texas might be 
free-- 
O Texas, at the altar side what sacrifice was thine! 


Through all the days of joy and peace that future 
years shali bring, 
While ships'and herds and crops increase to make 
fair Texas great, 
Around their sacred memories thy proudest mantle 
fling, 
For, Texas, it was such as these that made of thee a 
state. 





EDITORIAL COMMENT ON MATTERS OF CURRENT LUMBER TRADE INTEREST. 


WHY is it that the amateur writer on the subject 
always insists that the disappearance of timber is due 
to wanton destruction? Why wanton? 


A GOOD paper, good readers, good advertisers—a 
triple combination that means friendly and_ profitable 
relations. 


JAMES T. HARAHAN, president of the Illinois 
Central railroad, in an interview last week said that 
he anticipates a marked improvement in business con 
ditions, but there has been much buying of standard 
stocks in small lots by investors which he considered 
a sign of renewing confidence, with special importance, 
in view of the fact that such investments give the 
people a personal interest in railroads and other big 
corporations which they otherwise would not have. 
Mr. Harahan reported some falling off in grain move 
ment on the Illinois Central, but a very satisfactory 
lumber traffic, and heavy shipments of cotton on south 
ern lines, the aggregate making a very satisfactory 
business. 


THE parcels post can not benefit anyone else to any 
great extent without also benefiting the catalog house. 


WHEN Oklahoma asked to be admitted to the Union 
it did not tell us about Governor Haskell. 


THE retail dealer who is opposed to the mail order 
idea will hardly relish having his own store converted 
into a mail order business. 


A SUBSCRIBER says, in a letter to this paper, that 
we all remember the shingles of our childhood. Why 
awaken painful recollections? 


THE AMeERICAN LUMBERMAN is playing the game 
according *to the rules made and provided. It is pub- 
lishing the news—never so important as now—that its 
news columns may be reliable and up to date. It has 
no friends to reward (they get their reward in being 
friends) or foes to punish (they are laying their own 
fires). It is a newspaper. It has opinions, but none to 
sell. 


IT IS sad to think what will happen to the meer 
schaum pipe you send to Unele Henry for Christmas 
when it is hit by eleven pounds of mail order nails. 


THERE does not appear to be any good reason why a 
lumberman should be compelled to give lumber to a 
railroad for nothing that he could sell to some one else 
for money—and there you have your car stake question. 


INTERESTED and satisfied readers make satisfied 
advertisers. That is why the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 
puts the interests of its readers first. 


CERTAIN Des Moines (Iowa) customers of mail or- 
der houses have become dissatisfied with the quality 
of goods received. So great has been the dissatisfac- 
tion that charges of using the mails to defraud were 
filed and an indictment containing three counts was 
returned against Sears, Roebuck & Co., of Chicago. It 
is alleged that the company misrepresented articles in 
its catalogs, which are sent through the mails. The 
first count charges that on June 13, 1907, Sears, Roe- 
buck & Co., devised a scheme to obtain money under 
false pretenses from Dr. C. F. Spring, of Des Moines, 
by selling him white lead which Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
claim to have made but which the indictment alleges 
was made by others. The second count is on a ring 
bought by R. H. Miles and the third count on another 
ring, both of which it is alleged. have been misrepre- 
sented through the mails. By the time these mail or- 
der charges and countercharges have been thrashed 
out in the courts the point of what constitutes the 
use of the mails to defraud should be clearly estab- 
lished. 


THIS proposition to raise the maximum weight of a 
package to eleven pounds may be a subterfuge to permit 
enlarging the mail order catalog. 

THE red cedar shingle wishes to say to the prepared 
roofing that it ain’t a-scart. 

IF THE mail order houses feel their ears burn this 
winter it is a sign that the retail lumber associations are 
talking about them. 

HERE is a beautiful chance for the railroads to 
catch up. 

THE New York Lumber Trade Association and the 


National Hardwood Lumber Association should not for- 
get that they are looking at different sides of tlie shield. 


IT IS unfortunate that Postmaster General Meyer, 
whose visit to the west was so welcome, took the parcels 
post out for an airing just when the retail association 
season was coming down the road. 

WHEN a railroad attorney desires he can make a case 
go forward about as rapidly as a loaded car. 

IT IS to be hoped that no dealer will now attempt to 
cancel some order that last summer he insisted the 
manufacturer should not refuse. 


ANOTHER lumber trust has been discovered at Wash 
ington, but none of the perfectly reliable and entirely 
creditable witnesses who have seen it is able to de- 
seribe it. 





DIARY OF H. PERCIVAL PETERS. 








April 17.—I arrived at.camp tonight via the swing-dingle route, which is logging train locomotion in an 


advanced and aggravated stage. 
trousers more. 


The roads up here are as full of stones as a minstrel singer’s shirt front. g hi 
As a result I was close up to the horses in front part 


these it stopped and then suddenly decided to go on. 


of the time and at another part of the time I was nearly distanced. 
just to see if I could. The team was taking in a load of supplies. 


Compared with Shank’s horses, the swing-dingle wears out shoes less but 
The man who drove the swing-dingle shook me up as though he were trying to throw sixes. 


Every time the rig hit one of 


I got out and walked once in a while 
We had aboard, among other things, a box 


of condensed milk. I saw no necessity for having condensed the milk before we started. 
On arrival at camp I reported at the office but found no one there but the night watchman, who seemed 


wroth when I woke him up and asked.him why he slept. 


The push (the foreman of the winter camp) came in 


at 7 o’elock and said he would send me up-river in the morning. 


I find some differences between the logging camp and the drive camp. 
car 1, in the bunkhouse, but I miss the push button and the electric bulb. 
zation I have been spoiled a little concerning these things. 
dam is much better than was that in the logging camp. 


I have been assigned to lower 7, 
Since I have been back to civili- 
The ventilation of the bunkhouse here at the 
This is a board structure and the evening zephyrs 


leak merrily through the boards, diluting the atmosphere somewhat and bringing soft promises of spring flowers 


and ague. 


The men are just beginning to come in from work on the drive. 
near a dam. But I surmise there may be other reasons. 


This is called the dam camp because it is 
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EDITORIAL DISCUSSIONS WITH CORRESPONDENTS OF THE AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


Veneer Wood Wanted for Box Manufacture—Grading Rules for White Pine Lath—The Log and Stream Again. 


Grading White Pine Lath. 


PITTSBURG, Pa., Nov. 23.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 
We note in your issue of November 23, page 36, that the 
Cartier Lumber Company, of Ludington, Mich., was in- 
quiring for specifications on lath. We are pleased to en- 
close you herewith printed specifications for grading lath 
which were adopted by the Northern Pine Manufacturers’ 
Association, which we believe are very thorough and upon 
which there would be no chance for any complaint between 
buyer and seller. You are at liberty to publish this in 
your next issue. 

‘ Furnace Run Saw MILL & LUMBER COMPANY. 


[The rules sent in by correspondent are reproduced 
herewith : 

Grading Rules of the Northern Pine Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation for Lath. 

Owing to the rapidity with which lath are manufactured 
and necessarily handled in grading, the misplacement of an 
occasional piece is practically unavoidable. For this reason 
a variation of 10 percent or less off grade is provided for in 
our rules. This provision is intended to cover accidentally 
misplaced pieces only, and every reasonable effort should be 
made to have the rules conform to the specifications with- 
out regard to this percentage provided for misplaced pieces. 

NO. 1 WHITE PINE LATH. 

1. No. 1 white pine lath shall be butted to not less than 
thirty-one and three-fourths inches or forty-seven and three- 
fourths inches long; not more than one-eighth of an inch 
secant or one and one-half of an inch wide; and not more 
than one-sixteenth of an inch _— or three-eighths of an 
inch thick, and of sound material. 

9! Will admit wane one-third the thickness, and one- 
third the width for one-third the length and one side of 
the piece or its equivalent otherwise located, when not in 
combination with other serious defects. 

3. Three or four %-inch knots well scattered, or more 
smaller knots, all well set, firm and sound, that do not 
weaken the piece, and any number of pin knots, are admis- 
sible in a 4-foot, and a proportionately less number in a 
32-inch No. 1 lath. 

. 4. Firm, fine shake extending over one-half the surface 

of the piece that does not materially impair its strength is 

admissible when not in serious combination with other 
ts. 

“— A few worm holes in an otherwise sound piece are 

admissible. 

6. Stain shall not be considered a defect, although mold 
that has caused the we he 4 of = — to decay or scale 

is a defect not admissible in this grade. 
on Ten percent or less of No. 2 lath shall be allowed in 
this grade. 
NO. 1 MIXED LATH. 

No. 1 mixed lath shall be graded by the same rules and 
specifications and subject to the same percentage of No. 2 
given for No. 1 white pine lath and may consist of a mix- 
ture in any proportions of any two or more of the following 
named woods: White pine, norway pine, jack pine, spruce 
and balsam and not to exceed 20 percent of tamarack. 

NO. 2 LATH. 

1. No. 2 lath may consist of any one or a mixture of any 
proportions of any two or more of the following named 
woods: White pine, norway pine, jack pine, spruce, balsam 
and tamarack. 

In the event anyone ean furnish rules for grading 
black ash lath the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN will be very 
much pleased to run them.—Ep1rTor. | 





Wanted, Box Veneers. 


PHILADELPHIA. Pa., Nov. 18.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: We are particularly anxious to find manufacturers of 
veneer wood from whom we can buy lumber for the manu- 
facture of veneer packing cases. The distance from our city 
will have to be considered as the freight from a distance 
would add considerably to the cost of our raw material. 

{Manufacturers of veneers suitable for packing boxes 
should be interested in this inquiry. Many lumber manu- 
facturers along the Ohio and Mississippi rivers have 
installed veneer lathes. Gum and cottonwood are used 
more extensively in the production of box veneers than 
are any other kinds of woods. Poplar is too valuable 
to be employed for this purpose extensively. An in- 
vestigation of this inquiry might develop some valuable 
business to concerns engaged in supplying the goods 
specified.— EDITOR. | 





Sawing Record. 


CoMAPLIX, B. C., Nov. 21.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: It is very seldom you. hear from the lumbermen in 
this vicinity, but when we have something special to of- 
fer we like to have it known to the trade. , 

Our mill (Bowman Lumber Company) at Comaplix, B. C., 
with one Waterous 9-foot double cut band, sawed in 9 
hours and 25 minutes 88,617 feet, board measure, and we 
think that is a record for British Columbia. Dan Bear, 
of Minneapolis, is foreman, George Taylor filer and John 
Glaspie measured the lumber. I might say we are using 
A. J. Burton Saw Company’s bands. Wotld be pleased to 
hear of others doing better. A. F. DUDGEON, 

General Superintendent Bowman Lumber Company. 
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Red Gum for Cross Ties. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., Nov. 15.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: I would appreciate it if you would give me some 
information relative to the adaptability and lasting gualities 
of red gum for trolley cross ties. I am trying to introduce 
same in Philadelphia and would have to be better informed 
as to the merits of the wood. C. N. CRAWFORD. 

| Red gum has been used successfully for ties by the 
Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the New York Central 
railroads for about four years. The wood was taken up 
at the suggestion of J. C. Card, now of the Chicago Tie 
& Timber Preserving Company. The ties were creosoted 
before they were put into the track. The Cincinnati- 
Chieago division of the Big Four railway has used some 
of the red gum ties where traffic was the heaviest. They 
have been in the track for about three years and official 
reports show they are in as good condition today as 
they were when put down and have shown no tendency 
to check. 

It is said that checking has been one of the principal 
objections to red gum for railroad purposes, but this 
weakness has been entirely overcome by a careful pre- 
servative treatment. It requires a very heavy solution 


“each 


to treat red gum in an effective manner owing to the 
fact that it absorbs preservative fluids very readily. 
Less pressure is required in treating red gum than it 
is necessary to use with a great many other woods, and 
it has been found advisable to avoid mixing red gum 
with other woods during the process of treatment. 

A dealer in ties who has handled red gum extensively 
said that it is much better adapted for use on street 
railways than steam railways, as the streets usually are 
much better drained than are the rights of way of the 
railroads. Many of the interurban lines in Indiana and 
Illinois have employed red gum ties extensively in the 
construction of their lines. These ties are given sub- 
stantially the same preservative treatment as are yellow 
pine ties.—EDITOR. | 





Does a Log ? 


PORTVILLE, N. Y., Nov. 21.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: I have been a good deal interested in the discussion 
in your recent issues of the question, “Does a log move 
faster than the water?” I am very sure that every river 
man who has run rafts or boats or tren logs on the rivers 
of Canada or Maine, around to the Mississippi, will agree 
with Mr. Mabie and Mr. Buckwalter that every object 
floating on the surface of the river will move faster than 
the current, and that the swifter the current, caused by the 
more rapid fall of the bed of the stream, the more apparent 
will be the difference between the speed of the object and the 
speed of the water. While actual experience and observation 
has proven this fact to the river man, not all of them have 
studied out the reason why. 





wien = 8 the greater majority of people would at first 
agree with the assumption of the editor that “the water 


is the force which propels the object,” and if that were 
true, of course there could be no material difference in the 
speed of each. I hope you will pardon me for calling that 
assumption a mistaken one, and allow me to state my 
reasons for thinking so. In your reply to Mr. Buckwalter, 
November 16, you asked the question: ‘Does the log move 
of its own volition or is it propelled by the current?’ I 
would answer that it is not propelled by the water and 
does move by its own volition, any more than a sailboat 
does in being propelled through the water by an outside 
force acting upon it, the wind in the case of the sailboat 
and the attraction of gravitation in the case of the log. 

In the spring of 1867 I invited a college classmate to 
make a trip with me on a raft of white pine sawed lumber 
from the upper Allegany to Cincinnati, Ohio. This friend 
was a particularly good scholar in physics. When about 
starting I asked him the question, “Would the raft travel 
any faster than the current of the river?’ After thinking 
a moment he replied: “Why, no, that would be impossible, 
for the water propels the raft and the average speed of 

must be practically the same.’ He was extremely 
tenacious of his opinion when once stated and for the next 
few days I had a good deal of fun in proving to him that, 
while his theory might be good, it was not true in practice. 
It was easy to show that we were continually overhauling 
and passing light driftwood floating on the surface of the 
river; that the water actually piled up in front of the raft 
and that little eddies and whirlpouls would show along the 
sides of the raft, to be explained enly by the fact that the 
raft made them because it was moving faster than the water 
in which it floated. He was shown that the pilot steered 
the raft largely by pointing it, and that it had steerage way 
beyond question. He was told that on the Delaware river, 
which is very rapid during rafting flood, that the man who 
guided the raft was called a steersman instead of pilot, the 
term used on the slower Allegany and Ohio; that on the 
Delaware, the steersman prided himself on running his raft 
by calling on the forward oarsman as little as possible, and 
that one noted steersman had accomplished the remarkable 
feat of running a full sized, double raft from Hancock. to 
Trenton, around sharp bends, through dangerous rapids, 
avoiding rocks and islands, without once dipping the forward 
cars. This could only be done with a strong steerage way, 
given to the raft by its momentum, which sent it along 
much faster than the current of the river. He could not 
help seeing that some rafts would run faster than others 
and that a raft of straight, smooth, waney timber with 
slight openings between each stick, through which the water 
piled up in front could work back, would run away from a 
square ended board raft, often leaving it entirely out of 
sight in a few hours. At first, my friend maintained that 
the apparent difference was caused by the increased mo- 
mentum gained while the raft was running on swift water, 
which carried it along through more sluggish water faster 
than the current moved, but the difference could not amount 
to much in the aggregate. Finally, however, he graciously 
admitted the evident truth, that the raft did travel faster 
than the average current of the river, and we young fellows 
went about it in good faith to discover the reason. 

We soon agreed on this simple explanation: The raft 
was moving down grade on the surface of the river, sup- 
ported by the water, by the attraction of gravitation, and 
was propelled by that force and not by the force of the 
current upon it. In that sense it moved of its own volition. 
The millions of small globular particles of water, which the 
editor refers to, act as ballbearings between the raft and 
the bettom and the bank of the river. You might call them 
castors being attached to the bottom, over which the raft 
rolled down hill. The water reduces the friction in the same 
way that loose snow does on the side of a mountain when 
logs slide down it. Every particle of water is retarded more 
or less by contact with the bottom and sides of the stream 
and with each other, and that is why even the surface of a 
river will not move so —- down grade as a heavy, 
compact body supported by it, and moved by the same force 
which causes water to go down hill. The difference in speed 
between the water and the raft is much more apparent in 
rapid than in slow moving water. Logs floating at right 
angles to the course of a stream would not show any 
material difference because the resistance of the water would 
retard them, but I am very sure that if the editor could 
ride a big stick of timber seventy-five or 100 feet long down 
the rapid water of the Wisconsin or any other stream, and 
keep it straight with the current, he would be convinced 
that “logs move faster than water.” W. E. WHEELER. 


[So far as testing the theory advanced by the corre- 
spondent is concerned the editor is disinclined. The 
water of the Wisconsin river is cold at this time of the 
year and the editor is averse to plunging into its icy 
embrace. 

If this assumption be true the old question which has 
been begging for a solution for years again may be 
brought up: Ole Olsen was five miles from camp and 
hungry. It was four miles through the woods and six 
miles by the river. He could walk the distance in an 
hour and a half and the river was credited with a cur- 
rent of six miles an hour. Ole couldn’t ride a log, he 
didn’t have a boat and he could not find his way 
through the woods. How long did it take him to reach 
camp ?—EDITOR. ] 


Ownership of Refuse from Custom Sawed Logs. 

HARRIMAN, TENN., Nov. 22.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: I will thank you for a little information. I am a 
contractor sawing lumber, lumber measure. To whom do 
the slabs belong and does the refuse belong to me or to the 
man who owns the timber? Also what is considered the 
shrinkage and loss in air dried hardwood lumber and what 
is a log? The Curiosity Shop says nothing in regard to 
this. WILLIAM SCHNAR. 

| The questions asked by correspondent are of such na- 
ture that it is not advisable to lay down any specific 
rules to govern in all cases. As a general proposition, 
however, it is safe to say that the refuse belongs to the 
sawyer. Custom mills have depended upon refuse for 
their fuel supply. An instance can not now be recalled 
where a different method has been followed. In the 
event there should be a surplus the millman usually has 
exercised the right to dispose of it, crediting the returns 
to his own account. Owing to the increase in the value 
of mill refuse it may be that a different custom has 
grown up in some sections and, as stated it is not pos- 
sible to lay down a rule in this matter without ascertain- 
ing what the custom is in different parts of the country. 

‘*What is a log?’’? The application of this question 
is not understood. A log ordinarily is considered to be 
a section of a tree cut into converient lengths for saw 
ing. Commercially the definition might be considered 
differently. It would be necessary to have a statement 
of the case before an opinion could be given. 

The AMERICAN LUMBERMAN makes no charge what- 
ever for answering inquiries and is always glad to give 
the best information available-—Ebprvor. | 





The Best Thing to Do. 


HALLEY, Ark., Novy. 22.—Editor American LUMBERMAN 
We closed our mills on the 15th and shall stay closed until 
January 1, 1908, believing it is the best thing to do. We 
believe the curtailing of the output of the hardwood mills 
is the only thing that will or can be done to 
from low prices. The mills should not run a 
more than the demand will justify. We had three different 
contracts with railroads and each one has cancelled and 
they do not seem to know when they will be in the market 
again. Stocks of hardwood lumber in this section are light 
Stocks of logs are also light and with the rainy weather 
season near at hand the output after January 1 will be 
light regardless of the demand. We stand pat on reducing 
output to such amount as is necessary to maintain prices. 
We can not manufacture in this section for lower prices 
than now exist Davis & Reeves LuMBsr Company. 


save us 
single day 





Good May Result. 


Preroria, GA., Novy. 15.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 
Anyone keeping up with unsettled conditions in this coun 
try, it seems to me, can not fail to see at least one real 
good result from it. For some time the general impression 
has been that the next important crisis to come to pass 
would be between capital and labor. In the present finan 
cial flurry conditions are such that it is drawing employer 
and employee together and they are made to feel 
that their interests are identical, an example of 
found in the action taken by the shingle weavers of the 
northwest in the appeal to the railroad commission. 
I do not think this is the only benefit that will be gotten 
out of the present panicky state of affairs, if capital and 
labor be brought together on a more nearly common footing 
the country will be well repaid for any temporary embar- 
rassment that it is likely to suffer. " A. D. PLOWDEN. 


closer 





Does a Log Move Faster Than the Water? 


Rep Oak, lows, Nov. 19.—-KEditor AMerican LUMBERMAN : 
While the answers in the aflirmative to the above query are 
undoubtedly true, the fact that no dne has given the true 
reason is my excuse for writing a word upon the subject 

A moment’s thought will convince anyone that the log 
is moved by the same force that the water is, ‘namely, the 
attraction of gravitation, and the friction of the water upon 
the log being less than that of the bottom and shores ot 
the stream upon the water, the log will necessarily move 
faster than the water; and the fact must be apparent that 
it is not the momentum given the log in swift current that 
alone carries it through eddies and cross currents, and the 
theory that the globules of water rotating like 
it will not hold good, for the reason that it 
the banks of the stream to so deflect the current that the 
globules will rotate in reverse direction to the movement 
of the log. Any old boatman of the lower rivers is familiar 
with the fact that a flatboat will move faster than. the 
current and much faster than the whole body of water 
when by use of the side pressure of the sweeps the boat is 
kept in a straight line with the incline—the bottom of the 
stream—and is also familiar with the fact that a model 
barge (one having the sharp prow and lines of a sailing 
vessel) will move or float faster than a scow of the same 
loaded weight, while the scow will move faster than a raft 
of logs or lumber, for the same reason that there is less 
friction to retard it in its gravitation. I, SANBORN, — 
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In Appreciation. 

CENTRAL LAKE, Micu., Nov. 25.—Kditor AMERICAN 
LUMBERMAN: I have read with interest the article in 
the issue of November 23 entitled ‘Responsibility of 
Workingmen in the Present Financial and Industrial 
Emergeney.’’ If this article could be published in every 
daily and weekly paper or magazine in the country | 
believe it would do a great deal of good in assisting to 
restore confidence throughout the country. 

Guy 8S. Brown, 
Secretary and Treasurer the Central Lake Lumber Com- 
pany. 





Ryerson Portrait Wins Reward. 

The picture of Martin A. Ryerson, a member of the 
old Chieago and Muskegon lumber manufacturing firm 
of Ryerson, Hills & Co., was the prize winner at the 
annual display of American paintings at the Art In- 
stitute in Chicago. The portrait was one of the two on 
display by a Chicago artist, Lawton 8. Parker. As 
the winner Mr. Lawton has been awarded the Martin 
B. Cahn prize of $100 offered for the best executed 
painting. 
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HARDWOOD MANUFACTURERS PERCEIVE ADVANTAGES IN CURTAILMENT. 


Cut May Be Lessened One-fourth to One-half—Movement Tending to Future Prosperity—Forty Percent Less Production in 1908—Unanimity of Purpose. 


The AMERICAN LUMBERMAN continues to receive letters 
from lumber manufacturers throughout the country com- 
mending the stand taken by this paper for the curtail- 
ment of the output of hardwood lumber. The hardwood 
manufacturers seem to be as enthusiastic concerning this 
curtailment of production as are the yellow pine men, and 
from reports received it is evident’ that there will be a 
curtailment of hardwood production of from 25 to 50 
percent between now and January 1. 

Although the hardwood business throughout the south 
is extremely quiet manufacturers report that the figures 
for the year up to December 1 will indicate conelu- 
sively that not only has the business this year equaled, 
but in many cases has exceeded, that done in corre- 
sponding months of 1906. Some of the leading manu- 
facturers of hardwood have the following to say on the 
situation, and almost all of them write that they will 
curtail to a considerable extent: 


Will Curtail 50 Percent. 


RONCEVERTE, W. VA., Noy. 21.--We will curtail our pro- 
duction of hardwoods 50 percent on the first of the month 
until the demand gets better. We do not see any reason 
why we should sacrifice our hardwood timber when, accord- 
ing to the forestry department, there is only a_ twenty 
years’ supply in sight. We are glad to hear that others 
take the same view, and hope that this move will become 
general. 

St. LAwrence Boom & MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 
Will Continue Running. 


Ir. WAYNkrE, IND., Nov. 21.—-Our mills are peculiarly sit- 
uated. ‘The probabilities are we will continue running the 
same as heretofore, as we are under the impression we will 
have enough money to continue doing so without selling 
much or any of our lumber, should orders be slack, and 
our opinion is that this will not be the case. We anticipate 
a good, stiff trade and a much larger demand for lumber 
during 1908S than during 1907; caused from the fact that 
the supply will be curtailed, as suggested in the first para- 
graph of your letter, and while it is possible that the con- 
sumption may also be somewhat less we are under the 
impression that it will be fully as good as during 1907. 
This widely advertised stringency in money matters; this 
widely advertised cancelation of orders, has probably some- 
thing back of it, but we are glad to say that so far as this 
firm is concerned we tind very little difference. Our old 
business remains on our books. We have had only one can- 
celation from our numerous customers, and new business is 
coming in to us every day about as usual. We have not cut 
prices in the least, and our prices will not be cut in the 
least. We know the value of our goods, and should it be 
that we can not get their value early or late in 1908 we 
hope to be in a position to hold on until we can obtain our 
prices. We also want to add that we can truthfully say 
that we consider our collections normal. Our customers 
who are in the habit of discounting their bills are still dis- 
counting them and taking their little 2 percent; that with 
the exception of two or three instances we have not been 
offered paper by former discount customers, and these ex- 
ceptions are apologizing for offering the paper and advise 
that if we can not use it they will arrange to cash the 
bills. Summing up the whole situation, the present condi- 
tions are apparently a misfortune, but we are under the 
impression that great and lasting good will accrue there- 
from and we will do business in spite of the banks. 

. PeERRINE-ARMSTRONG COMPANY 

One of the most favorable letters received was from 
a large Ohio hardwood firm, which reports that its or- 
ders received during 1907 amounted to 5,055. ears, 
whereas its orders during 1906 amounted to but 3,711 
ears. It says: 

Output Reduced. 

Prices have not been nearly so strong this year, except in 
poplar and pine, but as a rule the stocks have been desira- 
ble. The condition of the money market has crippled us 
severely, as we have felt the effects of it very much. 
everybody is out on the market with stock at all sorts of 
prices, and it naturally has resulted in a serious condition 
of affairs. To offset this condition we have simply cut off 
our output about 25 pereent and will reduce this output 
still more if necessary. 

The same firm gives a comparative statement of its 
cut, shipments and stock on hand for 1906 and 1907, 
showing conclusively that the amount of business done 
has not only been satisfactory but compares very favor- 
ably with last year. This statement, the figures repre- 
senting thousands of feet, is in full as follows: 

Comparison of cut from January 1 to November 1, 1906 
and 1907: 

1907. 1906. 
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74,134 46,091 
Comparison of shipments from January 1 to November 
1, 1906-07. 
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Comparison of stock on hand November 1, 1906, and No- 
vember 1, 1907: 


0 eee eee eee Te ee ree ee ee ree 10,128 8,163 
I Ge Neg aes aaa aus ep aia we ene Oh ks hae 9,251 5,127 
OEE GUE o.o:0 oe tiea-4.6:0.06 4.99690 .02 6080 o 809 1,277 
PE Savkcctceavh A chand beeen e keene 4,853 1,313 
eee Pee aie ae eae eee kha we a alee 1,240 »202 
I Ia ae a a Ym ho hn hc ce nn ae 220 187 
Bill I ais ks: 1 nach te de ap hte eke ie nw Sie acer a We 494 280 
Sand Sts poh Sala we Bh eee ee 2,891 1,469 
A ee RAE Bical alle aa Bs re ae els WE ty Oe 3,794 3,407 
ST Alain ad ai >, 450. a a oan E A ee ork ion 0.0 367 17 
NE Mae da dca eb oco- Sedna WUE as Gr a fave es Oe 8 Ma 151 145 
Ue a ese cosa ech ASSL Gitte Sas pew Sree eae At 3 
PEPE ee eer Ce TT eT rT ee 69 4 
SEE 6 55.05.02 eked SRerh da de ROM Mase 13 eens 
0 ERASE Terr r errr rT ere eee 71 18 
NN day cain Ni Fade Me 0 hee Tar wale epic dh te BR panei wpe 67 46 
ere ee ee Pre er ee ere reer eee 29 14 
Phe wkd eb adele Peden an Kees ba eeken as 
eevee rere re tee ceaant gee 1 
a bs tiki a One) ome oes.0 ee eae D 
NN PPE CCC T CE ee 77 
EY 6 bol ahve G44 ba wees aes ereow 7 oe 


34,581 22,703 
Just Beginning to Catch Up. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN., Nov. 21.—Our 1907 business will be 
greater than that of 1906 notwithstanding the present let- 
up. Prices now, we think, are about the same as 1906 in 
November. The logging prospects here are smaller than 
last year. ‘There seems to be a general letup of all new 
enterprises and operations are confined to finishing up stuff 
already planned for. We are still working full force. We 
have been behind over two years and are just beginning to 
catch up. I think things will be quiet for a while. 

D. M. Rose & Co. 


Curtailment Good for Market. 


ARKANSAS City, ARK., Nov. 22.—We have reduced our 
output 25 percent, and if this condition continues we may 
reduce it 50 percent and may shut down altogether for the 
time being. As a matter of fact the more the output is 
curtailed or reduced, the better prices should be a little 
later on, and we can not but feel that a curtailment of the 
cut of the mills in the country would probably at this par- 
ticular time be the best thing that could happen for the 
early future lumber market. Stumpage would certainly 
not decrease in value, but the addition in the way of in 
crease would probably be worth the curtailment of the busi- 
ness. Tue KIMBALL-LACY COMPANY. 


Supply Will Be Cut Down. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, Nov. 23. We stopped cutting all tim- 
ber six weeks ago. Last year we put in 7,000,000 cubes, 
which amounted to about 150,000,000 feet of lumber. This 
year so far we have only, all told, old logs left over and any 
new ones that have been put in, a stock of 1,000,000 feet. 
There is probably 1,000,000 cubes more cut that is not 
hauled and which will be hauled. In other words, our 
supply will be cut down to about one-half this year from 
what it was last year or the year before. Every person in 
our neighborhood, all up to Big Sandy, have stopped cut- 
ting and are simply cleaning out what few logs they have 
cut. One of the principal reasons for this is that they 
are not able to get supplies on credit and have no money 
to pay for them. The big fellows are all curtailing their 
production in our part of the country, which includes the 
Ohio river from Evansville to Pittsburg. The writer (Mr. 
Crane) has been over this territory and is familiar with 
it, and there is no question in his mind but that it is safe 
to say that the output of lumber next year will be 40 
percent less than last year. .The financial trouble set in 
early and we are threatened just at the beginning of our 
logging season. Many large contractors have not cut a 
stick and have not started up, all on account of the general 
outlook. This is a good thing for everyone, although there is 
no doubt that there will be lumber enough for the trade. 
There will, however, be no large stocks suffering for a buyer 
as there were years ago and we look for the men who have 
lumber next year to get a good price for it. People that 
throw their lumber on the market now will not get the full 
price for it or the full value, and in fact no lumber sells 
as well in December and the first half of January as it 
does thereafter. Prices are less and there is a slow trade 
in the lumber line, because manufacturers are always try- 
ing to clean up and have as little on hand as they can for 
the first of January. Our trade was good last month and 
this month has been fair, and business is running along 
smoothly and nicely. Collections are coming in better than 
we expected; we are getting half cash and the balance in 
notes, and we call this pretty good for payments in ordi- 
nary times in the lumber business and especially good in 
these times. C. CRANE & Co. 





Stopping Time. 

HeLENA, ARK., Nov. 23.—We are planning to shut down 
indefinitely our entire plant on Dec ‘ember 1. This is brought 
about by the stringency of the times in general. It is hard 
to get money and we know that overproduction means the 
ruination of the lumber business, so we are stopping time, 
and -we think it wise for everybody else to do the same 
thing, as the ng eg ge certainly has diminished mate- 
rially within the last few weeks. 

W. D. Reeves LuMBEerR COMPANY. 


Curtailment Will Bring Best Results. 


MARIANNA, ARK., Nov. 23.—We have not operated our mil! 
since the middle of September, principally, however, for the 
reason that we depend on the river for our log supply, and 
since that period the river has been too low for a float. 
However, had we sufficient water at the present time to 
operate we do not believe we would do so, as we believe 
the curtailment of output at the present time will obtain 
best results, L’ANGUILLE LUMBER COMPANY. 


Reduction to Hold Prices. 


MADISON, ARK., Nov. 23.—We certainly are in line for a 
reduction in hardwood cuts. We expect to reduce our cut 
fully 25 percent, and possibly more the coming -year, and 
hope to see the rest of the mills fall in line. We think this 
is the only way to hold prices where they should be. 

J. W. WuHereLter & Co. 


Considerate of Help. 


LEWISTON, Micn., Nov. 23.—If we can arrange to take 
care of the married men in our employ we, will close our 
plant here nights in a few days. We appreciate the inter- 
est you have taken in this matter very much. 

THE MICHELSON & HANSON LUMBER COMPANY. 


Shutdown Indefinite. 
MPMPHIS, TENN., Noy. 25.—On account of the difficulty 
in getting cash to meet our pay rolls we have closed down 
our several mills indefinitely, <A few hardwood mills are 


trying to run by paying off in small checks. We preferred 
not to do this, however, so closed down, and we believe this 
is the action taken by most of the mills in this territory. 
Up to a few weeks ago prices ruled fairly good, and while 
new orders were below normal we had no special cause 
for compleint. Quite likely, after money becomes easy, Mauy 
mills will resume operations, but if the shutdown con- 
tinues any length of time (and from present indications we 
are inclined to believe it will) the question of price will 
adjust itself, as the produce will necessarily be so restricted 
that demand and prices must be good. 
Gayoso LUMBER COMPANY. 


Cutting on Order Only. 


Farmers, Ky., Nov. 25.—Our mill has been shut down 
for the last two weeks entirely, during which time we have 
been making some needed repairs, and. we have just started 
up again. We are cutting oak timbers only on order, which 
reduces our normal amount of production about 30 percent. 

LICKING River LUMBER COMPANY. 


Contemplate Curtailment. 


Scranton, Pa., Nov. 25.—We contemplate curtailing our 
output on our big mill at Richwood, which runs entirely on 
spruce and hemlock, 50 percent, and on our mills at ¢ ‘amden- 
on-Gauley and Holcomb, which run exclusively on hard- 
woods, 662, percent, as we do not propose to sacrifice our 
lumber. We are making some nice sales of hardwoods, as 
well as spruce and hemlock, and our experience is that any 
concern that really wants to buy anything will pay our 
price and we see no reason to give our stock away. 

Cuerry River Boom & LUMBER COMPANY, 


Will Shut Down Until Spring. 


OSCEOLA, ARK., Nov. 25.—We intend to close down our 
mill December 1 and do not intend to resume cutting until 
spring. BrickLey & AYERS. 


Curtailment 50 Percent. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., Nov. 25.—We have curtailed our output 
extensively at present, but we believe the curtailment will 
average about 50 percent during the next four months. 
We understand that quite a number of mills in this section 
are making the same curtailment. 

Epwarp L. Davis LUMBER COMPANY. 


Closing Plants. 


LUDINGTON, Micu., Nov. 25 We have decided to close 
our plant until April 1. There are also a number of other 
mills in this section which have decided to take the same 
action. Tue Burrers SALt & LUMBER COMPANY. 


Curtail to Maintain Prices. 


Hickory, N. C., Nov. 23.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 
We have yours of the 20th and beg to advise that the 





output of hardwood in this section is, at present, and will 


be considerably curtailed. We have a fair stock on hand in 
oak, although not much in the better grades. No great 
amount of poplar or chestnut. Oyr neighbors and our- 
selves are making arrangements to practically cut down 
our output to at least one-half, and as regards oak, want to 
eliminate it entirely if we can. ‘There will simply be a 
decided fall off in production in this section, and if we 
all work in unison there can be no doubt about the ultimate 
results. Curtail the overproduction and maintain prices. 
The expense of operating has so increased the past year 
that one can’t stand much of a cutting. 
Hutton & BOURBONNAIS COMPANY. 


Output Cut Down. 


DELAWARE, On10, Noy. 23.—Editor LUMBERMAN: While the 
financial condition of the country has affected all of us 
very much alike, we have plenty of orders for the balance 
of this year and we hope to see things right themselves 
by that time. However, our output is cut off from 25 to 3U 
percent during the winter months on account of the bad 
condition of the roads, and on basis of the prices which 
we have been paying for stumpage in this section we would 
be compelled to discontinue operations rather than take a 
less price for our product. 

Tue McKENZI£ LUMBER COMPANY, 
William McKenzie, President and Manager. 


Woods Operations Should Be Reduced. 


HERMANSVILLE, Micu., Nov. 21.—Editor AMERICAN LuUM- 
BERMAN: It is our judgment that woods operations should be ~ 
reduced 25 to 50 percent, owing to present financial strin- 
gency and other influences, otherwise the profits of the in- 
dustry will be reduced 100 percent. We shall certainly 
decrease our input at least 30 percent or over, as the value 
of stumpage will not recede to any great extent, while it is 
self-evident that the demand for manufactured stock will be 
decidedly restricted, and any surplus forced upon the mar- 
ket must necessarily mean a loss. 

WISCONSIN LAND & LUMBER COMPANY, 
i. Carter, President. 





Cutting Down Output. 


CLAYTON, GA., Nov. 21.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN: 
We have been for several months cutting down our output 
of lumber in anticipation of a dull market and possibly 
lower prices this winter and spring: We have been much 
gratified to note that there has been but little change in 
prices, though there has been a very general falling off in 
demand. 

We do not deem it advisable to cut our full capacity and 
are preparing to still further reduce our output. We think 
it entirely useless to sacrifice good timber by producing it 
on a dull and discouraging market, when probably a few 
months will see its value greatly increased. 

We would like to state further that we are not alone 
in our reduction of cut. Practically all producers in this 
territory have shut off more or less, and we think we could 
safely say that the total curtailment has been from 30 to 
40 percent. 

With anything like a’ normal demand for three or four 
months, the production of lumber would be much short 
of the consumption, and excess supplies would very soon be 
worked off. GENNETT LUMBER COMPANY. 


The Best Policy for Millmen. 


HAMBLETON, W. VA., Nov. 21.—Editor AMrricaAN LuM- 
BERMAN: Noticing from the statements made by many 
writers that it seems to be almost the unanimous opinion 
of the hardwood lumber manufacturers that the best policy 
for the millmen to pursue under present conditions would 
be to curtail their output for the next few months, a great 
many lumbermen in this section have been suffering ex- 
treme hardship from one cause and another for the last 
three months, one of the worst being the lack of cars 
furnished by the railroad company. If the manufacturers 
would close down for a while it might have the effect of 
making cars more plentiful as it would give the railroads a 
chance to get caught up with the business of the country. 
There is no use of waiting longer for the railroads to get 
& move on and try to catch up with the business of the 
country, as they have demonstrated long ago that they 
have drifted into a Rip Van Winkle sleep from which there 
is no hope of their ever awakening and the only remedy for 
the business interests of the country is to stop and wait 
on the railroads. Like many others, we believe that it 
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would be for the best interest of all for the lumbermen 
to stop operations for a while, and so far as we are con- 
cerned, we have decided that we will close down our 
operations about the first of the year for a few months un- 
til conditions for operating appear more favorable. 
ELK LicK LUMBER COMPANY, 
W. H. Heffelfinger, Manager. 
Will Run Part Time. 


GLAMORGAN, VA., Nov. 23.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 
For the last two weeks our band mill has been shut down. 
We intend to run one or two days a week until there is a 
change from present conditions. We do not intend to make 
any attempt to sell lumber under the existing conditions. 
As we paid a high price for our stumpage, it would be impos- 
sible to reduce the price below, the present standard. 

R. D. Benson, Trustee. 
Cc. W. Gleason, Supt. 
Overproduction Will Cheapen Lumber. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., Nov. 25.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: There is no question in our mind but that lumber will 
be cheaper next spring than we have seen it for a great 
many years and far below the cost of production if the pro- 
duction continues as great as it is now or has been for some 
time. The demand is not great under the financial troubles. 
therefore the production today is greater than the demand 
for lumber and nothing, in our opinion, can save the mills 
and dealers except by a great reduction in the production of 
lumber. It would be far better that we leave half of our logs 
to spoil in the woods and receive a fair price for our lumber 
when manufactured than to manufacture our logs into lum- 
ber in excess of the demand. There can be no question as to 
this argument being true. It is also true that some of the 
manufacturers must run their-mills for various reasons, 
while others can easily discontinue without having very 
heavily fixed charges. We have reduced our production very 
materially in the last two or three weeks. Our mills at 
Memphis are shut down partially to move into our new 
quarters. It will be some time before our new mill is run- 
ning and not until after the first of the year will we pro- 
duce as much lumber as we have been producing with the old 
mill. Those who have large stocks of lumber are more in- 


terested in holding down the production of lumber than are 
other manufacturers and they should do everything possible 
to hold down the production of lumber. It is a fallacy that 
lumber will be higher in the spring than it is now if they 
continue to produce lumber as they have been, and the pres- 
ent prices or the prices that we have been getting can only 
be retained by greatly reduced production. 
° R. J. DARNELL, Incorporated, President. 


Conforming With Demand. 


BELLEFONTAINE, OHIO, Nov. 22.—Editor AMERICAN LUM 
BERMAN: We are operating two mills and are cutting down 
the force and reducing our output to conform with demand, 
and I think if all the mills would do the same the demand 
for lumber would be where it was a month ago. 

W. J. Orr. 


Only Way to Maintain Prices. 


RICHLANDS, VA., Noy. 22.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 
We are not manufacturing any stock at present and have 
not been since July We cut out at our present location 
at that time and have not as yet purchased any additional 
timber. However, were our plant not shut down for the 
above reasons we would, under existing conditions, either 
curtail our output very materially or shut down entirely, as 
the occasion might demand. 

It is our opinion that all the manufacturers should curtail 
their output, either in part or as a whole, until conditions 
improve and there is a demand sufficient to justify them in 
resuming operations, as we believe that is the only way in 
which prices can be maintained to a point where there is a 
legitimate profit in the business. 

We understand that a good many of the manufacturers in 
this section have either shut their mills down or expect to 
do so during the next few weeks. H. FUGATE COMPANY. 

T. W. Fugate, Vice President. 
Will Not Cut Without Profit. 

WiLson, Ark., Nov. 25.—-Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN : 
Our firm will reduce output for the next year about 60 per- 
cent, as we do not care to cut up our valuable standing 
timber without a profit, and from the present outlook we do 


not see how lumber can be produced at a profit for some 
time to come. We have shut down one of our band mills 
with a capacity of 50,000 feet a day permanently and one 
of our circular mills with a capacity of 30,000 feet a day. 
Our Wilson plant, with a capacity of 90,000 feet a day, we 
expect to run at about half its capacity until we cut up the 
logs we have already out. I sincerely hope that all pro- 
ducers of hardwoods will reduce their output at least 50 per 
cent until conditions materially improve. 
LEE WILSON & Co., 
R. Ek. Lee Wilson, President. 


Thoroughly Modern Yellow Pine Plants. 


Str. Louis, Mo., Nov. 23.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBERMAN: 
Regarding our company’s mills, I will state that they are 
all located on the Louisiana & Arkansas railway at points 
as above named. ‘Total capacity of all of the mills is 1,250,- 
000 feet a day. Our mills are all modern, containing the 
latest improved machinery, and manufacturing, grading and 
shipping departments are thoroughly uptodate in every re 
spect. Whenever we build a new mill we try to excel. As 
an evidence of this the new plant built last year at Selma, 
La., Grant Land & Lumber Company, the saw mill is a steel 
frame building with steel deck. The planing mill is run by 
electricity, motor for each machine, and all No. 1 and better 
material is kiln dried and lumber on the yard is handled by 
an electric overhead trolley. We of course make a specialty 
of yard stock material, but do an extensive heavy joist and 
timber business and also manufacture large quantities of cai 
siding, lining and roofing. We have of course both long and 
shortleaf material. 

The Louisiana & Arkansas road is owned principally by 
William Buchanan, who is president. The road terminates 
at Hope, Ark., connecting with the Frisco & Iron Mountain 
on the north; terminates at Alexandria, La., on the south 
and connects with the Iron Mountain, L. R. & N. and Texas 
Pacific; also have a branch from Vackton, La., to Jena, La 
The road is 75-pound steel, gravel ballasted from one end 
to the other and about 220 miles are in operation. From 
Minden, La., south we have double daily passenger service 
We use 75-ton freight engines of the latest Baldwin type 
for our freight train C. G. ATKINSON 

















PARCELS POST PLAN OPPOSED BY RETAIL ORGANIZATIONS. 


Since the last issue of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 
was sent to press a number of statements in regard to 
the parcels post idea have been received. So far none 
of the retail organizations whose officials have com- 
municated with the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN indorse the 
idea. 

Opposition from Arkansas. 

On behalf of the Arkansas Association of Lumber 
Dealers the secretary writes: 

PARAGOULD, ARK., Noy. 21.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: As to my opinion on the proposed “Parcels Post 
Plan,” will say that so far as I can see the matter from 
the standpoint of a retail lumberman in small town, we 
will be better off without the system than with it. The 
fact of the matter is, it looks very much to me as though 
it is a gigantic system arranged by those who do not respect 
dealers over the country and with this system they can 
almost completely put us out of the way. I have talked to 
a few on the subject and this has been the opinion of all. 
There may be many good points to the system but I feel 
that the mail order houses have too much freedom already 
and I am not in favor of passing any new laws that will, in 
the least, benefit them. C. M. DICKINSON. 

Arthur L. Holmes, secretary of the Michigan Retail 
Lumber Dealers’ Association, Detroit, Mich., said that 
the subject has been considered of sufficient importance 
by the board of directors of his organization to 
make it one of the topics for special discussion at the 
annual meeting of the association which wil) be held 
in Detroit December 4, 5 and 6. 


A Benefit to Mail Order Concerns. 


A letter from A. L. Porter, secretary of the Western 
Retail Lumbermen’s Association, Spokane, Wash., pro- 
poses an amendment to Postmaster General Meyer’s idea. 
The letter is given in full herewith: 

SPOKANE, WASH., Nov. 18.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 











MAN: Regarding parcels post, beg to advise so far as we 
are informed the retail merchants of the Pacific northwest 
are very much opposed to Postmaster Meyers’ proposed 
parcels post bill. It would seem that the ones to be bene 
fited most by this bill would be the large catalog houses, 
and for this reason the merchants will use every legitimate 
effort to defeat the measure. Some very strong resolutions 
are now being declared by a committee from the Spokane 
Chamber of Commerce appointed at the last meeting, and 
we will be glad to send you a copy of these as soon as the 
committee makes .its report. We have talked with those 
who seemed to feel it would be advantageous to the retail 
merchants of the country if a bill could be passed giving 
the retail merchants the privilege of sending packages over 
the rural routes originating at their post office up to eleven 
pounds, 5 cents for the first pound and 2 cents for each 
additional pound, and that this same bill would provide 
that packages shipped from one town to another for rural 
distribution could not exceed four pounds, for which a 
charge of 16 cents a pound would be made as at the present 
time. 

There are others who are doubtful whether or not this 
plan would be beneficial, as the mail order houses would 
ultimately seek to have the bill amended, increasing the 
limit of weight and reducing the cost per pound. 

We will be glad to keep you advised of any actions taken 
by the retail organizations of this section. 

A. L. Porter, Secretary. 


Wisconsin Sentiment Divided. 


Wisconsin sentiment appears to be divided, as indi- 
cated by the following letter from the secretary of the 
Wisconsin Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association: 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Noy. 14.—Editor AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN: The sentiment among the retail lumber dealers of 
this state is very much divided on the proposition of a 
parcels post as advocated by Postmaster General Meyer. 
If the plan is carried out as suggested by postmaster general 
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PARCELS POST RESULT IN THIS? 


I do not see that the mail order houses are going to be 
greatly benefited thereby so far as the sale of merchandise 
handled by the retail lumbermen is concerned. It is 
evident, however, that the establishment of a parcels post 
will add greatly to the expenses of the postoffice depart 
ment, as the rates on merchandise proposed to be charged 
are inadequate to cover the additional expense of trans 
portation over the rural delivery routes 

This association at its last annual meeting expressed 
itself as opposed to the pareels post, and although the 
sentiment against the measure may gt this time be not so 
unanimous, [ am sure the majority of the retail lumber 
dealers are still decidedly opposed to the establishment of a 
parcels post Pach LACHMUND, Secretary 


Indiana Ideas. 


While not authorized to express the opinion of his 
association, H.C. Scearce, of Mooresville, Ind., seeretary 
of the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association of that state, 
has forwarded a copy of a letter he has written to Post 
master General Meyer, which is reproduced herewith: 


MOORESVILLE, IND., Noy. 20.-—-George von L. Meyer, 
Postmaster General, Washington, D. C. Dear Sir I beg 
to acknowledge your favor of November 2, also copy of 
your “Address before the New England VPostmasters’ Asso 
ciation, at Boston, Mass.” 

While I am not authorized to voice the views of the 
membership of the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association of 
Indiana, yet my connection with it brings me in close 
touch with the retail lumber interests, and believe I am 
safe in the assertion that your proposed parcel post 
recommendation will meet with practically unanimous 
opposition, not only from the lumbermen but from all retail 
merchants outside of the large cities’ It is my opinion 
that if you will make a careful study of the mail order 
problem as it affects the rural communities you will ascer- 
tain that your rate differential plan will not give the local 
merchants protection against the inroads of the large firms 
of Chicago and other cities who make a specialty of cater 
ing to this class of trade. It is not so much a question of 
price as it is the finely systematized methods for selling 
goods employed by these houses. Attractive catalogs con 
taining glowing descriptions of very ordinary articles of 
very common quality bring thousands of orders without any 
investigation of prices at which they can be bought of the 
local dealers. The mail order specialists fully appreciate 
this weakness in human nature and make the best possible 
use of it. 

Any parcel post plan, therefore, in my judgment, which 
will facilitate the movement of merchandise from the large 
cities to the rural districts will work to the decided injury 
of the village merchants. 

The rural free delivery of mail and the telephones have 
placed the farmer in touch with the towns and cities to 
their mutual advantage, but would not the delivery of mer 
chandise to his door by mail have a tendency to cause him 
to feel an independence of local interests, the result of 
which would be felt in the churches, the schools and the 
social life of the community? I think it would. The 
farmer needs to go to town as well as the town needs his 
coming. 

Protection of home industries has long been a national 
policy, the wisdom of which may be disputed by some, but 
the encouragement of home enterprises as applied to the 
villages and towns of our great agricultural territory, it 
occurs to me, is hardly a question for argument and would 
result in far greater good than legislation which would 
unquestionably place greater advantages in the hands of 
the merchants of the large cities for securing the trade of 
the farmer that should go to build up these little towns. 
At the same time the farmer would profit by an enlarged 
home market for his produce and enhanced value for his 
land. . 

Believing that I am expressing the views of the great 
majority of the Indiana retail lumbermen, I beg to remain, 
sincerely yours, H. C. Scearce, Secretary. 
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TAXATION OF TIMBER AN INCENTIVE TO ITS DESTRUCTION. 


Address of Charles W. Ward Before the Annual Meeting of the Michigan Forestry Association. 


Can a rational system of taxation of forest lands be 
devised and effectively carried out in Michigan that 
will put an end to the present system of confiscatory 
taxation and also encourage the beginning of reforestra- 
tion enterprises by private enterprise and the investment 
of private capital? 

The first immigrants to America found a land covered 
with dense forests teeming with animals and birds of 
prey that were detrimental to the raising of domestic 
inimals or fowls. Before agricultural pursuits could be 
begun the forest had to be conquered, destroyed and 
thereafter warred against lest it should repossess the 
lands reduced to cultivation. This constant fight begat 
in the breast of the early agricultural worker a feeling 
f hatred against the forest, which animosity has been 
transmitted in a measure as a legacy to the farmer of 
the present day. 

A certain degree of animosity has also been bred among 
the agricultural clasess against such timber owners as 
ought to preserve the forest either as an investment 
or to prevent a wasteful and rapid depletion of our 
forest resources. The immense acres of woodland cover 
ing the eastern states and concealing the vast prairie 
regions of the middle west behind its apparently impene 
trable barrier seemed to the pioneer agriculturist to 
be absolutely inexhaustible, and to him the preservation 
of large timber areas seemed inexcusable, almost crimi- 
nal, and he opposed and fought such attempts with bit- 
terness and with all the weapons at his command, 

For a time forest lands were considered of so littl 
value that they were required to pay small tribute in 
the way of taxes, but after the agriculturist began to 
vecupy considerable portions of the land he found that 
increased taxation upon timbered lands that were held 
as investment properties frequently resulted in the re 
moval of timber and the conversion of lands to farming 
purposes. 

The farming class found the weapon of taxation so 
efficacious in removing timbered areas held for invest- 
ment from its pathway that as the settlement of the 
country progressed taxes upon timbered lands were in 
reased to such an extent as to become burdensome upon 
the noninecome producing forest as to amount to partial 
confiscation, and in later years actually forced the cut- 
ting and marketing of immense quantities of timber 
that otherwise would have been preserved as permanent 
forest investments. 

In Michigan the system of assessing taxes by local 
boards, composed entirely of local farmers, upon which 
the timber owner (usually a nonresident) has no repre- 
entation whatever, gave to the farmer class an absolute 
control of the taxation of timbered lands, and the timber 
owner was made to bear a burden of taxes equaled per- 
haps in no other section of the Union, and against this 
burden he found himself powerless to find any redress 
his only alternative being to cut and sell his timber and 
n many instances abandon his lands, which reverted to 
the state, thereby founding the 12,000,000 acre area of 
waste lands that now disfigure the landscape of what 
was once one of the richest and most beautiful forest 

tates that ever existed in any country on the globe. 

It has been said that an improvident child will not 
miss its plaything until it has destroyed it, and it may 
Uso be said that an improvident people will not miss its 
most precious resources until exhaustion is rapid!y ap- 
roaching. That we as a people have been more than 
mprovident and wasteful of our once vast resources of 
timber stands as an incontrovertible fact, and yet with 
heir exhaustion so near at hand, have we reached such 
in appreciation of the immensity of the calamity that 
we are about to hand down to our descendants as will 
enable us to bring about the passage and enforcement 
ff such laws as will induce the investment of either 
uublic or private capital in reforestration and forest 
reservation projects, and thereby begin to replace and 
eplenish that which we have so ruthlessly destroyed ? 

Son of a Michigan timber owner and one who appre- 
iated and even loved its noble woodlands, perhaps more 
han almost any other one of those who carved fortunes 
rom her vast pineries, I was born in a lumber camp in 
857, my birthplace having been located on the site of 
he present village of Alma. I have witnessed the prac- 
ical destruction of the pine belt that lay north of Sagi- 
iaw and have all my life been somewhat intimately con- 
lected with one of the large holdings of Michigan and 
Wisconsin timber, and am therefore somewhat familiat 
with the early vicissitudes surrounding the timber owner 
is well as the causes that so largely contributed to the 
apid destruction of much of their timber values and 
emoval of much of the capital derived therefrom to 
ther states for investment. 

Possibly it might prove interesting should I divulge a 
ittle inside history as viewed from a timber investor's 
tandpoint. 

In 1880 the estate to which I refer consisted of some- 
hing near 100,000 acres of land estimated to contain 
ipproximately 900,000,000 feet of pine and an unknown 
juantity of other woods such as maple, hemlock, elm, 
sasswood, birch etc. 

During the last thirty years this estate has paid to the 
tate of Michigan about $600,000 in taxes, as near as I 
an estimate; yet how much of this large tax collected 
las the state expended directly for the benefit of the 
property from which this tax was collected? Not much 
for fire protection, I am sure, for its owners have always 
‘urnished their own fire patrol and themselves fought 
the fires so often kindled by parties of careless sports- 
men. Not in building roads for the development of the 


property, because aside from a few miles of roadways, 
which I believe its owners could have constructed and 
maintained at a cost not exceeding $18,000 to $20,000, they 
have borne the burden of road building themselves. 
Not in the improvement of streams for running logs, 
because the building of dams and clearing out of rivers 
has been done by the logger himself, except in one 
single instance where a river improvement company was 
granted a charter enabling it to collect tolls from all 
logs run down the stream, and the loggers paid back 
many fold the cost of cutting out the snags and drift- 
woods which was the only improvement made by said 
improvement company. 

Now let us see what has been the result of this method 
of treating a large timbered estate which was being 
held as a permanent investment, and this holding has 
resulted in preserving a large body of forest lands up to 
2 time when, it is now acknowledged, Michigan’s forests 
are to reach practical exhaustion within a generation, 
and its mammoth timber industries are about to become 
memories of the past. 

In 1880 there was about 900,000,000 feet of pine upon 
this tract. Today this has been reduced to 60,000,000 
feet, or less than 7 percent of the original amount, and 
there remains less than 500,000,000 feet of other woods. 
About 93 percent of the pine has been removed, and 
probably 20 to 25 pereent of the other woods, and the 
area of timber has been reduced nearly one-half. 

Nevertheless, in spite of the immense reduction to the 
timber on this tract, the tax commission of your state 
has within the last three years caused a close estimate 
to be made of every foot of every kind of timber upon 
these lands, and they are now assessed upon the value 
of this stumpage computed from the market price of 
lumber for the last year, and the sum paid as taxes 
for the present year by this estate is nearly as great as 
the sum paid in 1880, when there stood upon these lands 
not less than 800,000,000 feet more pine timber than 
stands there today. 

It would seem as if your tax commission was not 
satisfied with the rapidity with which this timber is 
being removed. And it is disappearing at the rate of 
60,000,000 feet a year, and will all be gone in a dozen 
years at the present rate of cutting. But it must needs 
make it more impossible to preserve any part of this 
tract as a permanent forestry proposition by levying 
taxes at a maximum of valuation upon every tree it 
contains. “ 

Now let us consider for a moment what would have 
been the result had these lands been placed under a 
system of forestry supervision similar to that prevailing 
in Germany, where private forestry preserves pay $4 an 
acre net annual income from products cut therefrom, 
and the forest areas are retained permanently as such, 
the income therefrom not impairing the quality or quan- 
tity of the remaining timber. 

Suppose that, instead of cutting away this large quan- 
tity of timber, the owners of this estate had selected 
80,000 acres of it most suitable for a permanent forest 
and entered into a contract with the state to pay an 
annual tax of 5 cents an acre, and a specific tax upon 
the lumber and other products as they were cut and 
sold. Then suppose there should have been cut from 
said lands sufficient timber to net its owners $4 an acre 
per annum on the entire tract, or the same as the 
known annual income from the German forests of today. 

Again, suppose that the owners of this land had been 
required to replace the timber cut, by planting of young 
trees as a quid pro quo for a certain measure of reiief 
from taxation. Let us now consider how the state itself 
would have fared as to its tax receipts: Eighty thousand 
acres at 5 cents an acre would produce $4,000 per annum; 
a tax of 2% percent on the net annual income of $320,- 
000, $8,000, or a total of $12,000 per annum income as 
taxes, 

The requirement to replant young trees in sufficient 
quantities to eventually replace by growth the matured 
trees cut would establish a permanent forest for all 
time that would pay a permanent annual return in 
taxes to the state, not always $12,000 a year, to be sure, 
for in some periods of depression less timber would be 
cut, and. during the first years a considerable portion of 
these taxes would need to be remitted in the way of 
providing adequate fire protection and in policing the 
lands; but, on the other hand, in some years much larger 
cuttings would be made, resulting in larger payment of 
taxes to the state. 

The taxes this estate now pays to the state of Michi- 
gan amount to about $23,000 per annum. These taxes 
must grow less each year, as the tax commission has 
exhausted its excuses for levying higher taxes, and the 
annual cutting of 50,000,000 to 60,000,000 feet of timber 
is rapidly reducing the taxable property. Suppose an 
annual tax of 615,000 a year is collected for twelve years 
remaining as the probable life of this forest, this would 
net $180,000 to the state and result in the total extinc- 
tion of the forest. 

As a contrast to this deplorable result, 80,000 acres of 
this woodland tract managed as a forest reserve under 
the plan before outlined would pay into the state treas- 
ury during the first 100 years of its operation not less 
than $1,200,000 in taxes, the income tax on timber cut 
being reckoned at 2% percent, and could be made to 
continue to do this even as long as the Sihlwald of 
Zurich has provided timber for the inhabitants of that 
city, namely, 600 years. ‘ 

Now, there is this fundamental difference in this 
method of taxing forest lands from the method now in 


use, which I desire to make clear to you all: By the 
method now in use you penalize or fine the timber owner 
for preserving his timber; but by the method proposed 
you penalize or fine the owner for destroying his timber, 
and require him to make good a percentage of the value 
destroyed by maintaining young trees in sufficient quan- 
tity eventually to replace by growth that which was cut 
away, and thereby insure a permanent income bearing 
forest. 

By your present method your timber owner gets relief 
from burdensome taxation by destroying his timber. By 
the new method he would incur increased burdens of 
taxation by cutting his timber. By your present method 
the entire forest tract will be destroyed in a few more 
than ten years. By the new method it would remain a 
permanent forest, or a source of income to the state and 
to its owners for hundreds of years. 

Now, gentlemen, you will admit that I have filled 
the office of fault finder to some extent, and with your 
permission I will suggest a plan that might be tried as 
an inducement to those now owning forests to seek to 
preserve and maintain them as permanent woodlands 
as well as to induce the investment of private capital 
in the reforestration of your cutover and waste lands. 

First. Provide by law whereby any owner of a piece of 
forest land, of either small of large area, be he timber- 
man or farmer, may elect to place his land under state 
forestry supervision, 

Second. Provide reasonable rules for cutting timber 
under the chief forester’s supervision from all such lands 
as may be declared forest preserves; these rules to 
embody a provision requiring the owner to maintain 
young trees in sufficient quantity finally to make good 
the mature trees cut, and the proper care and protection 
of the young stock. 

Third. Upon all lands declared as forest preserves 
assess a uniform annual tax of 5 cents an acre, or a tax 
upon the land values alone without the timber, and in 
addition thereto assess a specific tax of either a certain 
amount a thousand feet or other unit of measure upon 
all forest products cut from such lands as are declared 
forest preserves, or a certain percentage upon the net 
income derived from timber cut, at the time the timber 
is cut and sold, exempting perhaps from such specific 
tax such wood as may be used solely for the domestic 
use of owners of small wood lots, 

Fourth. Provide suitable assistance and encourage- 
ment to induce private capital to be invested in your 
wild lands for reforestration purposes by exempting such 
lands so committed as forest lands and effectively main- 
tained as such, from all but an annual tax of 5 cents 
an acre, deferring further taxation until the first crop 
of timber is ready for cutting, and then levying a cer- 
tain percentage on the net income produced, or a specific 
tax upon some unit of measure upon timber actually cut 
at the time it is manufactured and sold. 

Fifth. Provide that the tax collected on the land 
values alone shall be paid in to the county treasurer, 
but also provide that at least three-fourths of the spe- 
cific or income tax collected on the timber as cut be 
paid into a state forestry fund, and provide that this 
fund shall be used solely for the purposes of forestry 
protection, supervising, encouragement and development. 

Sixth. Provide and enforce effective protection laws 
and proper and effective forestry supervision. 

A. ‘That forests may be made permanent income bear- 
ing property is not a dream, as I am informed there 
exists in Sweden today a forest estate that for 300 years 
has been conducted as a permanent saw mill enterprise, 
its owners planting a certain quantity of young trees 
annually, and thereby maintaining a permanent and con- 
stant supply of raw material for their mills. 

B. The Sihlwald, a forest belonging to Zurich, Switzer- 
land, has been maintained as a forest preserve since 
1314, and for nearly 600 years has yielded a regular 
annual crop of timber and is in better condition today 
than at any previous period of its history. 

C.* Germany installed its forestry system about eighty 
years ago and now has about 50,000 square miles, or 
about one-fourth of its entire area, devoted to private 
and public forest reserves. In Saxony alone the govern- 
ment forests have turned upward of $2,000,000 per annum 
in net profits into the government treasury for the last 
ten years, and private forest reserves have netted the 
government treasury a large amount in addition. 

The immense sum of $60,000,000 in value of forest 
products is now annually cut from the forest lands in 
Germany, all of which, private as well as public, are 
managed as permanent forest reserves, and the area of 
Germany is but five times that of the area of Michigan. 

Now, gentlemen, this plan needs much thought, as it 
is a radical change from past methods in dealing with 
taxation, and it may be trenching upon your constitu- 
tion, but if the constitution would not now admit of 
putting such plan in effect, the state of Michigan would 
be a great gainer in the end if the constitution should be 
changed to admit of it. 

In closing I will quote a bit from the writings of the 
forest warden of your state, Professor Roth, who has 
said: ‘To leave millions of acres in waste lands condi- 
tion is a waste of money which no state should be guilty 
of.”’.. To this I would add: ‘‘That no state should be 
guilty of preserving a system of taxation that has been 
proven to operate as a producer of such waste lands.” 

Again Professor Roth has: said: “The state should 
go ahead with a good example, millions of acres of pri- 
vate land await the right care which can and will come, 
but can come only when the state goes ahead.and estab- 
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lishes a proper and efficient system of protection and 
develops a just method of taxation for these lands.’’ To 
this I would only add: 

Gentlemen, do not let your state wait too long. Today, 
under a sane and equitable method of taxation, I should 


not hesitate to invest a considerable sum in a Michigan 
reforestration project, and I know of a number of others 
who bear opinions similar to mine, and who would also 
willingly invest capital in such a project under proper 
conditions. 


Ten years hence many who would now consider such 
an enterprise might not be able or willing to begin 
such projects, and every year now deferred means a 
longer period of timber famine to our descendants. 
Therefore I repeat, do not let your state wait too long. 





INTERESTING NEWS MISCELLANY OF A WEEK. 


Restraining Order Affords Temporary Respite to Inland Empire Lumbermen—A Long Journey by a Leading 
Australian Lumberman—lIllinois Central Completes New Line—Portland Lumbermen Optimistic. 


KIRBY COMPANY WILL CLEAN OUT RIVER. 


A dispatch from Beaumont, Tex., states that the 
Reliance mills of the Kirby Lumber Company will tem- 
porarily close down about December 10. During the 
time the mills are closed the lumber company will re- 
deem the pledge made to the citizens of Beaumont some 
time ago, when it promised to clean out Neches river 
by removing the sunken logs, piling and other obstruc- 
tions which have accumulated in’ the stream during 
many years from the logging booms and rafts towed 
down to Beaumont. The company has just received the 
machinery for a new tug which is being built for it and 
which will be used in clearing the logs out of the river. 





BIG UNDERTAKING UNDETERRED. 

LEWISTON, IpA., Nov. 13.—The Northwest Lumber 
Company, the corporation composed of eastern capital- 
ists, which was organized last summer for the purpose 
of acquiring and cutting 60,000 acres of virgin timber 
in the Craig mountain district, is going ahead with its 
big undertaking in spite of the financial flurry which 
has recently put a stop to many other projects of sim- 
ilar magnitude. The Northwest Lumber Company has 
a capital stock of $2,000,000. The mill will give em- 
ployment to several hundred men. 





INLAND EMPIRE MANUFACTURERS RELIEVED 

SPOKANE, WaSsH., Nov. 21.—Inland Empire manu- 
facturers have secured temporary relief from the pay- 
ment of the advance in freight rates through a restrain- 
ing order issued by Judge Wolverton, November 16, 
affecting shipments from eastern Oregon points, and 
an order from Judge Hanford issued November 18 
covering shipments from points in eastern Washington 
and Idaho. Attorney Stephens appeared before Judge 
Dietrick, at Moscow, November 15, and succeeded in 
getting a date set for a hearing in injunction proceed- 
ings against the raiiroads. Mr. Stephens later suc- 
ceeded in having Judges Wolverton and Hanford issue 
a restraining order similar to the orders issued in the 
Pacific Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ Association and 
Oregon Lumber Manufacturers’ Association cases, and 
the injunction proceedings before Judge Dietrick will 
be dropped, Idaho being covered by Judge Hanford’s 
order. The bond required in the Oregon case was 
$25,000. The bond required by Judge Hanford cover- 
ing shipments from eastern Oregon and Idaho was 
$75,000. Attorney Stephens has prepared the complaint 
of the shippers, who are supporting the freight rate 
contest, and will immediately proceed to place it in the 
hands of the Interstate Commerce Commission. Several 
shippers of this district expect to attend the hearing be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Commission at Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


A GREAT AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTION. 
Traveling across two continents to keep an appoint- 
ment with a brother was the rather unique business 
that brought Arthur F. Moore, of James Moore & Sons, 
Limited, of Melbourne, Australia, to Chicago this 
week. For fourteen months his elder brother, L. C. 
Moore, has been in Siberia securing important timber 
concessions and Arthur F. Moore is now on _ his 
way to Stockholm, Sweden, to meet his brother. Mr. 
Moore made by cable the appointment which will 
bring the two brothers together after each has jour- 
neyed across two continents with the nonchalance with 
which the ordinary man meets a dinner appointment. 
James Moore & Sons are the principal lumber mer- 
, chants of Australia. Thirty years ago James Moore, 
senior member of the firm, was a contractor in Mel- 
bourne and experienced difficulty in obtaining lumber 
desired at certain times. He conceived the idea of a 
small saw mill which would convert imported logs into 
lumber. From this small beginning grew the mam- 
moth business of the present which employs 500 men 
and imports annually many millions of feet of manu- 
factured wood from all the chief timber producing 
countries of the world. This concern manufactures 
not merely lumber but joinery, chair seats, pulpits, pews 
and practically everything that can be made from wood 
except furniture. It makes barbed wire and nails also. 
The charters of the concern bring to Melbourne the 
oak, ash and pine of Japan, the white and red deals 
of Norway and Sweden, the spruce of New Brunswick 
and the Douglas fir of the Pacific coast, as well as the 
timbers of other countries. Last year the firm im- 

ported from Japan alone 12,000,000 feet of timber. 
The mission of l,. C. Moore in Siberia has been to 
obtain timber concebsions in that region and he has 
succeeded in locating a considerable area on which 
the growth resembles the white and red deals of Nor- 
way and Sweden, and from which the Oriental Timber 
Corporation, an auxiliary Moore concern, will ob- 











tain extensive supplies in the future. To take 
eare of this new timber the firm will erect a new mill 
in Melbourne to manufacture the 30,000,000 feet which 
will be imported from Siberia each year. 

Australia recently has adopted a 30 percent pro- 
teective tariff on manufactured wood while unmanufac- 
tured wood is admitted free, the adoption of this policy 
proving highly favorable to the Moore concern. 

Arthur I’. Moore will proceed leisurely to Stockholm. 
He landed on the Pacific coast two months ago and 
has been engaged in visiting and studying the timber 
and mills of the west country. Before proceeding to 
New York and Stockholm he will visit Wisconsin, 
Michigan and probably the south. Personally Mr. 
Moore is a delightful and companionable gentleman 
and it has been a pleasure to the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 
to entertain him. 


NEW LINE TO CONNECT ALABAMA WITH CHI- 
CAGO DISTRICT. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., Nov. 26.—The Illinois Central is 
completing a line which will connect Alabama with the 
Chicago district. Within the next month or so, what 
will be to the middle west the most important 100 miles 
of railroad constructed in many years, will be com- 
pleted and through trains will be run from Chicago to 
Birmingham. The route of the traftie will be over the 
main line of the Illinois Central, Chicago to Jackson, 
Tenn., then to Birmingham over the new extension. 
This road will be of great value to manufacturing and 
othershipping interests who seek through route. 








THE TRADE OUTLOOK AROUND PORTLAND. 
. 

PORTLAND, ORE., Nov. 22.—Lumbermen of this section 
are not disposed to take a discouraging view of the gen- 
eral business and lumber trade situation, and anticipate 
a fair volume of business the coming year providing the 
proposed advance in lumber freight rates is prevented, 
KE. D. Kingsley, manager of the Bridal Veil Lumbering 
Company, Bridal Veil, who makes his home in Portland, 
in discussing the situation said: 

In regard to the business outlook we do not feel disposed 
to take a pessimistic view of the situation. Were it not 
for the handicap caused by the action of the railroads in 
attempting to force the advance in freight rates to the 
eastern territory, we would expect next year’s business to 
compare favorably with that of the current year. There 
is, however, a great curtailment of the output and it is 
reasonable to presume, as a result of this, fairly good prices 
will be maintained for what lumber is shipped. We do not 
expect, however, that the rail business will be more than 50 
percent of former good years, unless a decision is promptly 
rendered by the Interstate Commerce Commission in the 
advance rate case favorable to the lumbermen. Our repre 
sentatives report retail dealers disposed to reduce stocks, 
but in most every instance receive encouraging reports for 
spring trade, and we expect considerable buying as a result 
of the present tendency toward curtailment of purchases. 

G. Walter Gates, of G. W. Gates & Co., wholesale 
lumbermen of this city, takes very largely the same view 
of the situation. Mr. Gates commends the AMERICAN 
LUMBERMAN for its editorial that appeared in the issue 
of November 9 regarding the eflicacy of associated 
effort in behalf of the interests of lumber manufac- 
turers. Mr. Gates said: 


I heartily agree with the writer in his estimate of the 
importance of the organizations of lumber manufacturers 
that have so ably combated the attempts of the railroads 
to confiscate the larger portion if not all of the lumber 
shippers’ revenue. It is tue old story of “united we stand, 
divided we fall.” Just at the present time it is not possible 
to sell much lumber except in instances where it is abso- 
lutely required and I hope shippers will not make an effort 
to force their stocks on the market. If we all make up our 
minds to take it easy for a few months until normal condi- 
tions are restored, I think there will be good demand and 
fair values. I believe stocks are very light with retail 
yards, and as soon as our country realizes on the money we 
will get for the grain crop there onght to be a great deal of 
building and improving, which will mean a heavy buying of 
lumber. 





THE CEMENT EXHIBITION. 


Lumbermen, particularly the retail trade, 
should not neglect the cement show to be held 
at the Coliseum, December 17 to 21, under the 
auspices of the Cement Products Exhibition 
Company. This will be a demonstration of 
the uses of cement which can not fail to in- 
terest everyone. It will not be a reproduc- 
tion of last year’s show, for the reason that 
it is gotten up on a much larger and more 
pretentious scale, and also because it will 
have .a great many new features never before 
presented to the public. Information regard- 
ing the exhibition can be obtained by address- 
ing the Cement Products Exhibition Company, 
New Southern hotel, Chicago. 











SUPPLIES FOR GOVERNMENT IMPROVEMENTS. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Nov. 23.—The United States 
engineer’s office, Nashville, Tenn., is calling for pro- 
posals for lumber to be opened at that office on Decem- 
ber 14, for improvement of the Cumberland river. Pro- 
posals are to be for the lumber f. o. b. side track at 
Lock A, near Fox Bluff, Tenn., or alternate bids will be 
considered covering delivery aut some acceptable yard 
on the Cumberland river at Nashville. Award will be 
made to the bidder who makes the most advantageous 
offer to the United States, and in any event the lumber 
will be unloaded at the cost of the United States and 
not of the contractor. 

The lumber to be furnished, of the dimensions named 
below, is to be strietly closegrained, slow growth, long 
leaf yellow pine, cut from live trees: 












212,750 feet, b. m., SSL pieces, 10x10 inches x 230 feet 
$6,200 feet, b. m., 231 pieces, 10x10 inches x 24 feet 
7,700 feet, bo m., 42 pieces, 10x10 inches x 22 feet 
37, c i pieces, 10x10 inches x 2O feet 
47,600 tt, b. m., i pieces, 10x10 inches x 16 feet 
4,000 feet, b. m., 20 pieces, Sx10 inches x 30 feet 
72,894 feet, b. m., 497 pieces, Sx10 inches x v2 feet 
2,700 feet, b. m., SO pieces, 6x10 inches x 18 feet 

533 feet, b. m., S pieces, 5x10 inches x 16 feet 
747 feet, b. m., 14 pieces, 4x10 inches x 16 feet 
2,500 feet, b. m., TO pieces, 8x10 inches x 16 feet 
213. feet, b. m., S pieces, 2x10 inches x 16 feet 
15,168 feet, b. m., 316 pieces, 2x12 inches x 24 feet 
18,720 feet, b. m., 260 pieces, 3x12 inches x 24 feet 
14,720 feet, b. m., 460 pieces, 2x12 inches x 16 feet 
22,080 feet, b. m., 460 pieces, 3x12 inches x 16 feet 

506,491 feet, b. m., total for lock No. 3. 

$07,250 feet, b. m., 1,229 pieces, 10x10 inches x 30 feet. 
$8,400 feet, b. m., 442 pieces, 10x10 inches x 24 feet. 
9,533 feet, b. m., 52 pieces, 10x10 inches x 22 feet, 
46 feet, b. m., 2S0 pieces, 10x10 inches x YO feet, 
72,800 feet, b. m., 546 pieces, 10x10 inches x 16 feet. 
90,547 feet, b. m., 616 pieces, Sx10 inches x 22 feet, 
1,000 feet, b. m., 20 pieces, 8x10 inches x 30 feet, 
3,240 feet, b. m., 36 pieces, 6x10 inches x 19 feet, 

S00 feet, b. m., 12 pieces, 5x10 inches x 16 feet, 
SOO feet, b. In., 5 pieces, 4x10 inches x 16 feet. 
‘t, b. m., pieces, Sx10 inches x 16 feet. 

t, b. m., pieces, 2x10 inches x 16 feet, 

t, b. m., pieces, 2x12 inches x 24 feet, 

t, b. m., pieces, 3x12 inches x 24 feet. 

eh o6 pieces, 2x12 inches x 20 feet. 

cD. m., o6 pieces, 3x12 inches x 20 feet. 

«, Db. m., } pieces, 14x14 inches x 50 feet. 

t, b. m., i pieces, 12x12 inches x 60 feet. 

8,640 feet, bo m., pieces, 10x12 inches x 36 feet. 
8,640 feet, b. m., 72 pieces, Gx12 inches x YO feet. 

792,204 feet, b. m., total for lock No. 5 





SUPPLIES WANTED FOR NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Nov. 23.—The navy department 
has awarded the following contracts: 

300° piles—Culpepper Company, Baltimore, Md., $900. 

9,000 feet white pine, Pensacola yard——-G. Elias & Bro., 
Buffalo, N. Y., $562.50. 

6,000 feet poplar, same yard §. G. Mellvaine, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., $482. 

10,000 feet white ash, Portsmouth yard-—W. D. Gill & 
Son, Baltimore, Md., $824.50. 


PP ey feet spruce plank, Portsmouth yard —< 
sro., $1,620, 


i; Elias & 





COMPLAINT OF OVERCHARGING AND DIS- 
CRIMINATION. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., Nov. 26.—The Koch Secret 
Service, of this city, has filed a complaint with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission against the Louisville 
& Nashtille railroad charging that railroad with dis- 
crimination in the making of party rates and with over- 
charging complainant in a number of instances on 
parties from Evansville, Ind., to this city. 





CASE TO DECIDE WHAT CONSTITUTES A COM- 
MON CARRIER. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., Nov. 27.—The question of what 
constitutes a common carrier under the laws of Ten- 
nessee is to be tested in the courts of the state. The 
Polk-Webster case from Maury county, which was re- 
cently decided by the railroad commission, is to be 
taken to the courts. In this case a majority of the 
commission decided that a certain branch railroad in 
Maury county, Tennessee, which was built by certain 
mining companies but was being operated by the Louis- 
ville & Nashville Railroad Company was a common car- 
rier. ‘he railroad company will apply for a writ of 
certiorari for the purpose of setting aside the order 
of the commission requiring it to handle freight over the 
branch road involved without discrimination. 


~~ 


PROPOSALS FOR CANAL SUPPLIES. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Nov. 23.—The office of the pur- 
chasing agent of the Isthmian canal commission is call- 
ing for proposals until December 2 for the following 
quantities of lumber: 

20,000 cypress cross ties, 7x9 inches x 814 feet. 

10,000 cross ties, 7x9 inches x 8% feet. 

3,500 feet, board measure, oak lumber. 


750 feet, board measure, maple lumber, 1-inch. 
1,000 feet, board measure, white pine. 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LUMBERMEN’S RELATIONS WITH COMMON CARRIERS. 


The Eastbound Advanced Rate Contest—Compulsory Interchange in Texas—Relief for Inland Empire Manufacturers—North-Western and the Enjoined Rates 


PLEAS OF RAILROAD COMPANIES DECLARED 
UNAUTHORIZED. 

SEATTLE, WASH., Nov. 23.—Attorneys for the Pacific 
Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ Association this morning 
filed with Judge Hanford a motion for an order strik- 
ing from the files, in the action brought against the 
Northern Pacific railway and others, the pleas of the 
Oregon Short Line, Union Pacific and Burlington rail- 
road companies, on the ground that they are improper, 
unauthorized and contrary to the equity rules of the 
court. Arguments will be heard later. 

Last night a conference of the railroad attorneys to 
be engaged at the hearing before the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, December 11, was held in the room 
of Attorney L. C. Gillman, of the Great Northern, who 
is still confined at Minor hospital with rheumatism. 
Attorneys James EK. Kerr, representing the Union 
Pacific and allied lines, and James P. Hartman, repre- 
senting the Burlington, were present. The case from 
the railroad standpoint was gone over in every detail, 
and the conference ‘lasted until long after midnight. 
Mr. Kerr has returned to Portland and, with Attorney 
W. W. Cotton, of the Oregon lines, will leave for Wash- 
ington next-week. It is said that the railroads have 
evidence piled high for presentation, and the legal argu- 
ments will cover every decision bearing on the matter 
ever rendered in the United States. 

Victor H. Beckman, of the lumber manufacturers’ 
association, will leave Monday for Atlanta, Ga., where 
he will meet Judge W. A. Wimbish, and together they 
will proceed to the hearing. Mr. Beckman expects an 
interview with President Roosevelt before the hearing. 
Attorney A. EF. Specht, of the point freight rate com- 
mittee, and J. A. Coulthurst, the traffic expert of the 
commiitee, will leave Monday for Washington. C. F. 
White and the lumber and shingle manufacturers’ wit- 
nesses and atterneys will probably leave ‘Tuesday or 
Wednesday for the national capital. 





SENATOR LA FOLLETTE OFFERS SERVICES. 

SEATTLE, Wasu., Nov. 23.°-The joint freight rate 
committee of the lumber and shingle manufacturers has 
received a letter from United States Senator Robert M. 
Lakollette, of Wisconsin, volunteering to assist the 
manufacturers’ attorneys in the rate fight before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission. He also offers to 
follow up the matter on the floor of the senate and 
advocate the passage of an amendment to the inter- 
state commerce act giving the commission power to 
determine the reasonableness of a rate before the car- 
riers can put it into effect. The committee has not 
reached a conclusion on the offer, and none may be 
reached before Chairman White and the other lumber- 
men arrive in Washington. 


RAILROAD COMPANY NEED NOT OBEY LAW. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Nov. 26.—The state railroad 
commission has granted the application of the Duluth & 
Northeastern Railroad Company, which asked to be 
relieved from obeying the state law fixing a maximum 
schedule of commodity rates. The road is used almost 
entirely for logging, and supplies the Cloquet mills with 
logs. A hearing was given and the officers of the 
company showed that the line does not pay expenses 
and is only run to supply the mills with logs, though it 
is a common carrier and bound by state laws. The 
commission has authority to relieve any road of the 
operation of the law, and, as no protest was registered 
in this ease, granted the application. 








TEXAS RAILROAD COMMISSION ORDERS IN- ; 


TERCHANGE OF CARS. 

Austin, TEXx., Nov. 22.—An order was issued by the 
Railroad Commission of Texas today which has for its 
purpose the facilitating of the lumber shipments and 
other traffic over the railroads of this state. It requires 
an interchange of cars between the connecting lines. 
lhe order reads: 


Ist. Any railroad company originating or receiving from 
a connecting carrier carload shipments of any freight 
proper for transportation, including cotton in bill of lading 
lots of twenty-five bales or more, which is to be delivered 
to a connecting carrier at its junction with said connecting 
arrier, upon giving five days’ notice of its purpose to de- 
liver at said junction to its connection not exceeding ten 
loaded ears, shall be entitled upon the delivery of same 
within that time to an equal number of empty cars of like 
character in exchange for those delivered loaded. 

2d. Upon eight days’ notice by the line originating or 
‘eceiving from a connecting carrier of its intention to de- 
liver over ten but not exceeding twenty-five cars loaded with 
freight, as described in section 1, said line shall be entitled 
to receive an empty car of like character for each loaded car 
so delivered at the junction with the line to whom notice 
has been given. 

3d. On ten days’ notice by the line originating or receiv- 
ing from a connecting carrier that it will deliver more than 
twenty-five cars and not exceeding fifty at any one time to 
its connection with the line to whom notice is given, said 
road shall be entitled to receive an empty car-of Hke char- 
acter for each loaded car delivered to said connection, 

4th. The railroad company to whom such connecting line 
originating or receiving from a connecting carrier carload 
shipments as described in section 1 may make application, 
as’provided in the preceding rules, for empty cars ‘of like 
character in exchange for loaded cars, and in addition to the 
notice provided in each of the foregoing rules, shall be en 
titled to free time after the expiration of the notice given in 
which to deliver empties, as follows: As a ag ~ in rule 
1, twenty-four hours; as provided in rule 2, forty-eight 
hours ;'as’ provided in rule 3, seventy-two hours. And for 
each day in excess’ of the free time allowed in which said 
connecting carrier fails to deliver such empty cars for 
loaded cars, as mg oes in the foregoing rules, the originat- 
ing or connecting line making the application for such 
empties, in accordance with said rules, shall be entitled to 


collect, from the line of railway so failing to furnish said 
empty cars, demurrage at the rate of $1 per car per day 
on the loaded cars so held at said junction. 

This order shall take effect December 12, 1907. 





INTERVENORS IN THE ADVANCE RATE CASE. 

PoRTLAND, ORE., Nov. 23.—The railroads named as 
defendants in the advance rate case have appealed to 
the United States court of appeals from the decisions 
of Judges Hanford and Wolverton, on the ground that 
the United States district court had no jurisdiction in 
the premises and hence had not the power to grant the 
temporary injunction preventing the collection of the 
amount of the advance. 

Following is a complete list of firms having inter- 
vened in the case of the Oregon & Washington Lumber 
Manufacturers’ Association, Several names have been 
added since the injunction was granted: 


Tongue Point Lumber Co. 
Ss. H. Kauffman. 

Bridal Veil Lumbering Co. 
Sheridan Lumber Co. 
Buxton Lumber Co. 

Wind River Lumber Co. 
Clatskanie Lumber Co. 
West Oregon Lumber Co. 
McKibben Bros. 

Brown Lumber Co. 

J. H. Chambers. 
Calapooia Lumber Co. 


Cc. J. Simeral. 

John Kilian. 

Mohawk Lumber Co. 

S. T. Deering Lumber Co. 
Lee Brown & Sons. 

KE. V. Ross. 

Star Lumber Co. 

I{ills & Rose Lumber Co. 
LD. L. Kelly Lumber Co. 
Beaver State Lumber Co. 
DuBois Lumber Co. 
Ostrander Ry. & Timber Co. 


Willamette Valley Lumber Co. Broughton & Wiggins Lumber 
P. A. Lindstrom. 2 
Chambers Lumber Co. 
Eugene Lumber Co. 

Falls City Lumber Co. 
W. H. Williams & Son. 
Glendale Lumber Co. 
Willard Case Lumber Co. 
Jefferson Mill Co. 
Lebanon Lumber Co. 


Co. 
Broughton & Wiggins Co. 
Eastern & Western Lumber Co. 
North Pacific Lumber Co. 
Oregon & Washington Lum- 
ber Co. 
Veninsula Lumber Co. 
Portland Lumber Co. 
Standard Box & Lumber Co. 
Leona Mills Lumber Co. Stanley-Smith Lumber Co. 
Clark & Wilson Lumber Co. Northwest Door Co. 
J. B. Noyes & Co. St. Johns Lumber Co. 
Fischer Bros. sooth-Kelly Lumber Co. 
lowa Box & Lumber Co. LeRoy Browne. 
The Curtiss Lumber Co. Gold Medal Shingle Co. 
Charles K. Spaulding Logging Dennis & Davis Shingle Co. 
‘o. S. Ban Flume Co. 
Shannon Bros. kk. N. Moore. 
Benton Co. Lumber Co. Black Diamond Painted Shin- 
Columbia River Door Co. gle Co. 
«. C. Wilson Lumber Co. The Howell Shingle Co. 
l’atterson Lumber Co. University Lumber & Shingle 


LBeayer Lumber Co. Co. 
Grofler & Rowell Co. Columbia Cedar Co. 
Trappist Fathers’ Mill & Fluhrer Bros. 


Lumber Co. J. J. Brugger. 
Thomas Creek Lumber Co. Kratz Shingle Co. 
Conzelmann Bros. Snider & Sons. 
Brewer Bros. Sherman Bros. 





EASTERN WASHINGTON AND IDAHO INTER- 
VENORS IN THE ADVANCE RATE FIGHT. 


SEATTLE, WASH., Nov. 23.—Judge Hanford in the 
United States circuit court here on Tuesday allowed 
thirty-five eastern Washington and nine Idaho lumber 
manufacturing concerns to intervene in the injunction 
case restraining the transcontinental railroads from 
collecting the advanced eastbound rate. This phase of 
the fight, it is said, is without a parallel in the annals 
of the federal court. The manufacturers of eastern 
Washington and Idaho reside in districts other than 
that over which Judge Hanford presides. It was there- 
fore the plans of the mills, until a few days before 
the intervention, to begin similar actions to that of the 
Pacitic Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ Association and 
others against the railroads in their respective districts, 
and was so announced. 

However, the new ruling of Judge Hanford is ap- 
plauded by attorneys, and the new movement extending 
the jurisdiction is declared to be good law. It is 
pointed out that the processes served already in the 
local case will take in the entire federal court districts 
of the Pacific northwest, including Washington, Oregon, 
Montana and Idaho. 

The eastern Washington and Idaho intervenors, not 
having an organization in whose name the suit might 
be brought, were granted the favor of interesting them- 
selves under the action of the Potlatch Lumber Com- 
pany and being made parties to its suit. They are as 
follows: 

St. Joe Lumber Co. Lindsley Bros. Co. 

B. R. Lewis Lumber Co. 8S. H. & L. Lumber Co. 
MeGoldrick Lumber Co, Idaho Pole Co. 

Fidelity Lumber Co. Chewelah Lumber Co. 
Washington Mill Co. Reeves-Farrell Lumber Co. 
Orrin 8. Good. LeClide Lumber Co. 
Springston Lumber Co. Bonner’s Ferry Lumber Co. 
Phoenix Lumber Co. Humbird Lumber Co. 
Karamin Lumber Co. Dover Lumber Co. 
Elkhorn Sawmills. Sand Point Lumber & Pole Co. 
Buckeye Lumber Co. Barber Lumber Co. 

W. H. Gerhart. Overland Lumber Co. 
Bradick Lumber Co. Panhandle Lumber Co. 

The names of the others are to be filed with the court 
in a few days. 

The names of seven lumber and shingle companies, 
inadvertently omitted as listed intervenors in the suit 
as original association members, have been filed: Lake 
Lumber Company, Bellingham; Everett Lumber Com- 
pany, Everett; Iowa Lumber Company,. Seattle; Cal- 
houn-Kraus Lumber Company, Kent; Pacific National 
Lumber Company, Tacoma; Newaukum Mill- Company, 
Napavine; Lake Mill & Lumber Company, Bellingham. 

Yesterday fifty lumber and shingle manufacturers of 
western Washington, through the Baker Creek Shingle 
Company, were granted permission by Judge Hanford to 
intervene in the injunction. They will file their bond, 
in the sum of $20,000, at the same time.the Inland 
Empire mills file theirs in the sum of $75,000. 


EMBARGO ON SHIPMENTS. 


SEATTLE, WaASH., Nov. 23.—President C. F. White, 
of the Gray’s Harbor Commercial Company, says: 


The Northern Pacific railroad is constantly hauling empty 
cars out of the Grays harbor towns, while we have orders 
for lumber for points outside the state of Washington more 
than twelve months old. The Northern Pacific and the 
Great Northern officials say no embargo is in force against 
Washington mill products. To all intents and purposes 
there could hardly be a more effective embargo, so far 
as the Grays harbor mills are concerned, than the persistent 
and continued refusal of the Northern Pacific to furnish 
cars for lumber and shingles. Cars are brought to Grand 
Harbor loaded with- merchandise and the empties are hitched 
to a train and taken to Seattle or Tacoma, while we are 
unable to ship our eastern orders. 


The attorney general has rendered an opinion to the 
state railroad commission that a wheat shipper, in order- 
ing an empty car from a railroad company, must specify 
the amount of his shipment. Where this is not done 
and a car of large size is supplied and accepted the 
shipper is chargeable with the minimum weight pro- 
vided in the tariffs for cars of the capacity loaded. 





NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY ISSUES STATE- 

SEATTLE, WASH., Nov. 23.—Of considerable impor- 
tance is a statement issued this week by F. W. Parker, 
general agent of the North-Western lines at Seattle, 
which says: 

The Chicago & North-Western railway, in order to pro- 
tect its lines east of Omaha and the Minnesota Transfer, is 
endeavoring to perfect a uniform plan for compliance with 
the injunction granted by Judge Hanford in the federal 
court. Meanwhile shippers should be advised that the old 
rates will be protected on this line, the same as with the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy or any other line east of 
those included in the injunction. Routings east of the Min- 
nesota Transfer and Omaha are unchanged since November 
1. The question of rate will be adjusted later in line with 
the decision of the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

This statement is at variance with the assertions 
of the railroads included in the injunction proceedings 
when the decision was rendered. The significance of the 
notice lies in the fact that Jumber shipments will not be 
diverted to the Burlington road, as claimed by the en- 
joined railroads. 





TRANSPORTATION IN THE CENTRAL SOUTH. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., Nov. 25.—News from Jackson, 
Miss., indicates that the right of way troubles of the 
New Orleans Great Northern in its attempt to enter the 
Mississippi capital are by way of being adjusted. The 
citizens’ committee organized some time ago to assist 
in securing rights of way is at work to raise the amount 
necessary to make up the difference between what the 
road is willing to pay and the amount demanded by 
property holders, which is said to be about $35,000. The 
committee has gone over the assessment rolls and esti- 
mated the amount which it believes the property hold- 
ers of Jackson ought to contribute to the bonus and 
without actual soliciting has secured $5,000 of the sum 
needed. An active canvass will begin today and it is 
believed that by the end of the week a report can be 
submitted to Mr. Goodyear that will result in starting 
construction work into Jackson. 

A surveying party, accompanied by Fred Herrick, the 
Wisconsin lumberman, who owns 75,000 acres of tim- 
ber land in upper Pearl river valley, left Jackson Satur- 
day on a new survey of the proposed Pearl River Val- 
ley railroad, of which Mr. Herrick is president. It is 
stated that the party will be out all the coming week 
and the belief prevails that the road will be built so 
soon as the financial disturbance shall be over and its 
construction can be financed. While President Goodyear, 
of the New Orleans Great Northern, has persistently 
denied that his company had an idea at present of ex- 
tending that line north from Jackson, it has been re- 
ported time and again that Mr. Herrick and his asso- 
ciates in the Pearl River Valley railroad were closely 
allied to the Goodyears, or at least had a working un- 
derstanding with them, so that construction of the lat- 
ter line up the Pearl river valley will be regarded as a 
step in the extension of the Goodyear traffic system. 
It is believed that the projected line will be built 
through to Birmingham, via Columbus, Miss. 

The schooner 7. G. Smith arrived at Morgan City last 
Saturday and traversed the new Atchafalaya bay ship 
channel. The vessel will be loaded by the Ramos Lum- 
ber Company with a solid cargo of cypress lumber for 
New York and it is the first of several chartered for the 
cypress lumber trade to arrive through the new chan- 
nel, 





MIDWAY HORSE MARKET. 


MINNESOTA TRANSFER, ST. Pau, MINN., Nov. 23.— 
Barrett & Zimmerman report that the horse trade con- 
tinues ‘‘draggy,’’ all classes show a decline over closing 
quotations of a week ago. Extra drafters and loggers 
met with indifferent demand. Cheap mares and farm 
stuff met with moderate inquiry. Finished drafters that 
moved at $275 and $250 two months ago fail to find 
takers at $225 and $240. Dealers hope for a freeze, 
as to bring out the logging trade. ! 


i Mh. die tang hasec6oeehasine bo-aehon 175 to 235 
eae. aes den & oae.4 o-eta eens 125 to 175 
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CYPRESS MANUFACTURERS ON A TOUR OF INSPECTION. 


Excursion Following a Semiannual Meeting—Along the Lower Mississippi Past Cypress Mills—Hospitalities 
at Two Big Piants—Down the Atchafalaya Channel—Private Enterprise Evolves a 
Great Public Benefit—Notes of an Enjoyable Trip. 
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CYPRESS MANUFACTURING PLANT OF THE F. B. WILLIAMS CYPRESS COMPANY, 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Nov. 22.—After the banquet which 
followed the semiannual meeting this week of the South- 
ern Cypress Manufacturing Association, telegraphic re- 
port of which had been sent to the AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN, an excursion was given to the delegates. It was 
composed of a most representative body of business men, 
members of the association and their guests, who assem- 
bled at Algiers on the morning of Thursday and boarded 
at 8 o’clock a special train on the Southern Pacifie road. 
A stop was made at Gretna to pick up a number of 
lumbermen who had crossed the river at Jackson avenue. 





J. F. WIGGINTON, OF BOWIE, LA. 

The party numbered seventy-five and was a most con- 
genial gathering, all those who had not previously been 
acquainted becoming so immediately. 

Bowie was reached at 10 o’clock, the particularly ob- 
jective point being one of the R. H. Downman Com- 
pany’s mills. J. F. Wigginton, general manager of the 
plant, with M. 8. Stafford and I’. M. Pritchard, of his 
office force, met the party at the train and escorted the 
excursionists to the mill and through the yards, where 
inspection was made of the Downman plant, after which 
the party reassembled at the Bowie hotel, where refresh- 
ments were served in generous quantities. At 11 o’clock 
the excursionists bade their host at Bowie goodbye and 


the train departed westward. The route was made espe- 
cially interesting from the fact that it passed the plants 
of the Goodland Cypress Company, at Chacahoula; Di 
bert, Stark & Brown, at Donner; Gibson Cypress Com 
pany, at Gibson; Ramos Lumber Company, at Ramos; the 
Brownell-Drews Lumber Company and Cotten Bros., at 
Morgan City, and the Menefee Cypress Company, at Ber- 
wick, just across the river from Morgan City. At the 
latter point a number of officials of the Atchafalaya 





JOHN A. BRUCE, OF STRADER, LA 
Ship Channel, with a custom house representative, joined 
the party. 

It was but a short run from Morgan City to Patter- 
son, La., and at the latter point a locomotive of the 
I’. B. Williams Cypress Company was attached to the 
special and pulled it to the red cypress (lower mill) of 
the F. B. Williams Cypress Company, where the excur- 
sionists were met by H. J. Williams, superintendent ; 
C. 8. Williams, vice president, and L. L. Williams, man- 
ager. President IF. B. Williams had accompanied the 
party from New Orleans. Under the chaperonage of this 
quartet the party of excursionists were piloted to the 
heart of the gigantic yards of the company. After a 











LIMITED, AT PATTERSON, LA. 


critical examination the visitors congratulated the com 
pany on its splendid arrangement, evidenced in the care 
and businesslike manner in which every detail of the 
yards and mill is handled. The yards are as free from 
disorder as is the front yard of any home and the lumber 
is piled with almost mathematical exactness. At the big 
red mill the machinery was found to be working over 
time, both sides of the mill being in operation. A speci 
men log was cut during the inspection and produced 
1.849 feet of choice eypress, 


At 1:30 p. m. the big 


hoat 


stern wheeled Sewanee 





kk. G. WESTMORLAND, OF DES ALLEMANDS, LA. 

steamed up to the dock at the Williams plant and the 
visitors were invited by Commodore C, 8. Williams and 
Captain Leland to come aboard. The Sewanee is a spa 
cious craft, 132 feet over all, 26 feet bottom and 4 feet 
hold. Its big cabin is flanked on both sides with luxu 
rious state rooms and the open cabin space was ample 
to accommodate the entire party at one time for lunch. 
Special courtesies were shown by the boat’s officers, in 
cluding, besides the above mentioned, J. N. Alger, chief 
engineer; George and A. Ancoin, pilots, and William 
Parr, assistant engineer. ‘The boat was run down the 
Teche, past the steel bridge at Morgan City, and then 
down the Atchafalaya, a 20-mile trip to the famous 














PART OF THE BIG CYPRESS PLANT OF THE BOWIE LUMBER COMPANY, LIMITED, AT BOWIE, LA. 
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Atchafalaya channel. The weather had been almost ideal 
up to this point, but a heavy rain began soon after 
leaving Morgan City and for the balance of the trip fell 
heavily, but was insufficient to dampen the enthusiasm of 
the party, most of whom assembled in the big cabin, 
where, warm, dry and under brilliant electric lights, 
little groups were assembled, indulging in card playing, 
conversation and such other pastimes as best suited indi- 
vidual tastes. Incidentally a meeting was held in the 


small cabin of the officers and stockholders of the chan- 
nel. An excellent luncheon was served on the boat, 
under the direction of Messrs. H. M. Price, of the 


Brownell-Drews Lumber Company and the Cotten 


brothers, who were the hosts in effect. 


Story of a Great Undertaking. 

It was very much to be regretted that the weather 
would not permit of the party extending its trip from 
and Atchafalaya rive to the new ship canal, a view 
of which was one of the features of the day’s out 
ing. The story of the successful accomplishment of 
this most important work, however, was obtained, 
with views showing the cutting of Point au Fer reef, 
which was the most difficult portion of the undertak 
ing. 

Many years ago the Morgan Steamship Company 
selected Morgan City as the port for its line of steam- 
ers between Galveston and New Orleans, and in or 
der to use this port was compelled to dig a channel of 
sufficient depth to allow steamers with a draft of eight 
feet to enter. At that time suction dredges such as 
are used today had not been developed, and it was 
therefore considered impracticable to dig through the 
Point au Fer reef and consequently the old Morgan 
channel went around tunis reef encountering nothing 
more difficult than sand bars. 

After the completion of the railroad between Mor 
gan City and Galveston this line of steamships was 
discontinued and the old Morgan channel abandoned. 
Portions of this old channel are still navigable and 
vessels drawing seven feet of water at times of high 
tide can enter the Atchafalaya river and reach Mor- 
gan City by this route, 

Several attempts had been made to have Congress 
appropriate funds for the digging of the ship channel 
in order that Morgan City may again be used as a 
port, but the United States engineers after making 
their surveys stated that to dredge and maintain the 
necessary channel would require a total appropriation 
of about $10,000,000, and of course this large pros- 
pective outlay put a very effective quietus on any 
legislation looking to the relief of the port. 

A number of men are vitally interested in the wel- 
fare of Morgan City. whose lumber mills and other 
industries are located upon the great bayous that form 
natural waterways from what they rightfully con- 
sider one of the finest natural harbors upon the Gulf 
coast. The congestion of the railroads, the lack of 
cars for shipment, made these men whose interests 
were suffering from inadequate transportation facili- 
ties get together to see what could be done by an- 
other determined effort to open the mouth of the 
Atchafalaya river in order that they might have a 
water route by which to ship their products. 

Repeating in effect a story that was told at the 
time exclusively in the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, as a 
result of their meeting in April, 1908, a company was 
formed and funds raised for the purpose of inaugurat- 
ing the work and Warren B. Reed, a consulting en- 
gineer of New Orleans, was employed to make a sur- 
vey for the new channel. 











Rk. H. Downman T. L. Ross E. B. Wright. 








M. Cotten. N. McGuire. Jno. E. Williams. E. B. Martin. 


PARTICIPANTS IN THE EXCURSION OF THE SOUTHERN CYPRESS MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 


The selection of the new route hinged upon the fact 
that in Point au Fer reef was discovered a natural 
channel which was scoured wide and deep without aid 
from man. A straight line drawn from this natural 
channel to the mouth of the river showed a natural 
trough protected to the eastward by shell reefs and 
mud banks, and to the westward in the same manner 
although not to as large an extent. With the excep- 
tion of the submerged shell bank at the end of the 
river channel and Point au Fer reef, no hard digging 
was encountered in this entire route. In other words, 
this route seems to be the one that nature has been 
endeavoring to cut out for herself and it therefore fol- 
lowed that it would be the easiest one to maintain 
when dredged. 

After this new route was determined upon the 
Atchafalaya Bay Ship Channel Company endeavored 
once more to have Congress undertake the work, but 
the rivers and harbors committee represented by Mr. 
3urton, who visited the proposed line of channel, 
could not see its way clear to make definite promises 
toward the active inauguration of the work. After 
laying the matter before the committee as a whole, 
not only on its visits to the Atchafalaya bay but also 
at Washington, when it was seen that no immediate 
results could be obtained it was determined by the 
gentlemen interested to raise the money to dig the 
channel themselves and afterwards petition the gov- 
ernment to take it over and maintain it. 

The matter of raising funds was undertaken by 
R. H. Downman, F. B. Williams.and E. A. Pharr, and 
the following lumbermen were heavy subscribers 
thereto: 

Frank B. Williams, of the F. B. Williams Cypress Co., 
Patterson, La., president. 

hk. H. Downman, of New Orleans. 

H. M. Cotten, of Cotten Bros. Cypress Co., 
La., treasurer. 

Cc R. Brownell, Brownell-Drews Lumber Co., Morgan City. 

H. B. Hewes, Jeanerette Lumber & Shingle Co., Jeanerette, 


Morgan City, 


A. T. Gerrans, St. Louis Cypress Co., Houston, La 

Edward H. Hanson, Albert Hanson Lumber Co., 
Grove, La. 

James T. Peterman, Kyle Lumber Co., Franklin, La. 

W. E. Mount, Gibson Cypress Lumber Co., Gibson, La. 

Frederic Wilbert, A. Wilbert’s Sons Lumber & Shingle Co., 
Plaquemine, La. 

L. W. Gilbert, Dibert, Stark & Brown Cypress Co., Don 
ner, La. 


Cottage 





AN ALLEY IN THE YARD OF THE F. B. WILLIAMS CYPRESS COMPANY, PATTERSON, LA. 
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RN. Lee Riggs, Riggs Cypress Co., Patterson, La. 


The requisite arrangements having been made for 
$150,000, contract was let to the Bowers Southern 
Dredging Company, of Galveston, Tex., and active work 
begun during May, 1907; in less than six months and on 
October 15 the channel was open to commerce. Over 
1,500,000 cubie yards were removed and placed in a 
line parallel to the channel 750 feet tc westward, and 
for a considerable portion of the work this embank- 
ment to westward emerged above the water level, 
forming a levee on the west side of the channel. This 
protection to the westward insures to a great extent 
the permanency of the work, and cross sections taken 
since the work has been completed show an improve 
ment in the channel rather than any filling, and this 
is in direct confirmation of the theory upon which 
the channel was designed. 

The channel extends about 11% miles, beginning 
about 3 miles from the shore line in the channel of 
the Atchafalaya river, and projects 5 miles beyond 
Point au Fer reef into the Gulf of Mexico, ending in 
fourteen feet of water at low tide. The width of the 
channel is 125 feet except through the reef, where it 
is 240 feet. 

The gentleman whe have been bold enough to un- 
dertake this venture and carry through this project 
will not be slow in taking advartage of the transpor 
tation facilities which they have labored so hard to 
obtain. All of the lumber companies interested are 
doing everything possible to obtain shipping facilities 
to move their products, and already vessels have be 
gun to arrive to carry cypress lumber. This channel 
will furnish transportation for heavy tonnage besides 
lumber. 

Southwestern Louisiana tributary to this port pro 
duces today: 


Three hundred million feet cypress lumber. 
Three hundred million pounds of sugar. 
One-quarter of the domestic supply of oil. 
One-third of the domestic supply of rice. 
One-half of the domestic supply of salt. 
Three-quarters of the domestic supply of sulphur. 


The port of Morgan City and its tributaries form 
a part of the intercostal canal system which when 
completed will extend from the mouth of the Rio 
Grande to the Mississippi-river, and the enterprise 
which has been inaugurated by the gentlemen above 
mentioned, primarily for their lumber interests, will 
be an inestimable benefit to all of the agricultural 
and manufacturing interests of southwestern Lou- 
isiana. 

These gentlemen realized the feasibility of the 
project, felt keenly the absolute necessity of a relief 
from the present expensive and inadequate transpor- 
tation facilities, and instead of sitting supinely and 
waiting for the United States government to take 
years in coming to their relief they have invested 
their money not only for themselves but for the pub- 
lie good. 


It was 6:30 p. m. when Morgan City was reached on 
the return. Here the party disembarked and boarded 
the special train for Patterson, which had been awaiting 
their arrival. Just before the landing was made at 
Morgan City a vote of thanks was extended to F. P. 
Williams, Cotten Bros., the Brownell-Drews Lumber 
Company, the Bowie Lumber Company and the Ramos 
Lumber Company for the many courtesies shown the 
party during the day. The train pulled out for Morgan 
City at 6:45 and at 9:15 Algiers was reached, when 
well satisfied body of lumbermen crossed the Mississippi 
for New Orleans and thence home. 


Notes. 


The ‘‘serapping trinity’’ of the Southern Cypress 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, Messrs. Bruce, Ger 
rands and Bloss, were much and pleasantly in evidence 
throughout the excursion. 


Secretary George E. Watson was a mighty busy man 
and, as usual, was equal to any emergency and nothing 
seemed to disturb his serenity. 


Points of particular interest to the excursionists be- 
fore reaching Bowie were the plants of the Louisiana 
Red Cypress Company, at Harvey, and the Des Alle- 
mands Lumber Company, at Allemands. 


Judging by the results, John A..Bruce and E. G. 
Westmorland as members of the entertainment commit- 
tee were well chosen. Most of the work of arranging for 
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ONE OF THE MAIN ALLEYS OF CYPRESS LUMBER IN THE 
Sa . BOWIE, 


the entertainment was done by these two gentlemen, and 
it was well done. 


The artists who prepared the menu cards for the ban- 
quet on Wednesday evening were evidently of the Pari- 
sian school. 


J. C. Turner, of the J. C. Turner Lumber Company, 
New York city, who was a member of the party on the 
river trip, left for the west from Morgan City. 


The Excursionists. 


The following accompanied the party on the excursion: 

W. D. Dodd, W. F. Robitaille, E. W. 
Cypress Mfrs. Assn. 

S. M. Bloss, W. J. Stebbins, J. 
Lbr. Co., Garyville. 

L. M. Gilbert, Dibert, Stark & Brown Cypress Co., Donner. 

L. H. Price, Ramos Lumber Co., Ramos. 

J. A. Bruce, Owl Bayou Cypress Co., Strader. 

S. R. Ely, R. H. Downman, New Orleans. 

E. G. Swartz, Burton-Swartz Cypress Co., Burton. 

Capt. Frederic Wilbert, B. G. Wilbert, S. J. Wilbert, P. 
M. Wilbert, T. J. Newgahy, A. Wilbert’s Sons Lbr. & Shingle 
Co., Plaquemine. 

F. B. Williams, L. M. Williams, C. 8S. Williams, Harry 
Williams, F. B. Williams Cypress Co., Patterson. 

G. W. Dodge, Napoleon Cypress Co., Napoleonville. 

A. C. Johns, Whitecastle Lbr. & Shingle Co., Whitecastle. 

E. G. Westmorland, Des Allemands Lumber Co., Allemands. 

J. E. Warner, Mutual Insurance Co., New Orleans. 

W. H. Martz, G. W. Tibbits, Good Land Cypress Co., 
Chacahoula. 

Dr. Warren, Tilghman Cypress Co., Lukens, Fla. 

R. H. Knox, Hilton & Dodge Lumber Co., Savannah, Ga. 

G. E. Watson, secretary Southern Cypress Mfrs. Assn. 

T. L. Ross, Red Cypress Lumber Co., Pretoria, Ga. 

J. F. Wigginton, Bowie Lumber Co., Bowie. 

J. M. Jackson, Everglade Cypress Lbr. Co., Loughman, Fla. 


McKay, Southern 


B. Kelly, Lyon Cypress 





YARDS OF THE BOWIE LUMBER COMPANY, 


LA. 

S. S. Fair, Fair Cypress Co., Ludivine. 

A. T. Gerrans, St. Louis Cypress Co., Houma. 

I. M. Cotten, Cotten Bros. Cypress Co., Morgan City. 

H. L. Baker, E. M. Osgood, Baker-Wakefield Cypress Co., 
Plattenville. 

J. Allen Barnett, Robert Barnett, Baldwin Lumber Co., 
Baldwin. 

Ek. A. Hanson, Albert Hanson Lumber Co., Garden City. 

N. McGuire, J. J. McCaskill Co., Freeport, Fla. 

W. H. Norris, W. H. Norris Lumber Co., Houston, Tex., 
and Gebert Shingle Co., New Iberia. 


KE. S. Wright, Butters Lumber Co., Boardman, N. C. 
I’. H. Sabin, Northwestern Lumber & Assurance Co., New 
Orleans. 
F. P. Bourgeois, Lumber Jeanerette. 
Dr. Herman von Schrenk, St. Louis, Mo. 
EK. B. Schwing, Schwing Lumber & Shingle Co., Plaquemine. 
Cc. A. Bibbins, secretary Atchafalaya Channel Co. 
G. W. Dallas, Iberia Cypress Co., New Iberia. 
J. A. Thornton, custom house service, Morgan City. 


Planters Co., 





William Dreibahlz, Ramos Lumber Co., Ramos. 

J. A. Peterman, Kyle Lumber Co., Franklin. 
J.C. Turner, J. C. Turner Lumber Co., New York. 

EK. Sundbery, Napoleon Cypress Co., Napoleonville. 
Eugene Pharr, Atchafalaya Channel Co. 

Rk. H. Downman, New Orleans. 

SOUTHERN MAUFACTURERS’ DECEMBER 


MEETING. 


The December meeting of the Alabama-West Florida 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association will be held at Sum- 
ter, Ala., December 10. ‘The sessions will be held at 
the mills of the Sumter Lumber Company, and as it is 
understood that questions of immediate, vital importance 
will be handled it is expected that the attendance will 
be representative of practically the entire membership 
of the association. 








7. Ts 
SOME OF THOSE WHO MADE THE FESTIVITIES 


Ross. 





E. G. Swartz. 





J. F. Wigginton. 
PROCEED SMOOTHLY. 


NEW SHINGLE TARIFF. 


Oregon and Washington Lumber Manufacturers’ 
Association Compiles Concise Data on New 
Lumber and Shingle Freight Rates. 


PoRTLAND, ORE., Nov. 23.—The following details con- 
cerning tariff 2 D, which has been the source of con- 
siderable controversy for some time, have been compiled 
at the office of the Oregon & Washington Lumber Manu- 
facturers’ Association: 

The lumber and shingle rates to territories east of Chi- 
cago, which are commonly known as the Central Freight As- 
sociation territory, Trunk Line territory and New England 
territory, were, prior to June 1, 1907, based on the lumber 
and shingle rates from northwest Pacilic coast points to 
Chicago plus rates known as proportional rates from Chicago 
to various destinations. For example: 

Rates to New York city on either lumber or shingles were 
20 cents higher than the rates to Chicago; to Boston, Mass., 
Portland, Me., Ogdensburg, N. Y., and points common there- 
with it was 22 cents; to Philadelphia, Pa., 18 cents; to 
Baltimore, Md., Norfolk and Richmond, Va., 17 cents; to 
Pittsburg, Pa., and Buffalo, N. Y., 12 1-3 cents; to Rochester 
and Syracuse, N. Y., 16 cents. 

On June 1 the proportional tarif!’ carrying the 
named rates was canceled and the local rates, which are 
sixth class basis under official classification, were made to 
govern. These locals from Chicago are as follows: To New 
York, 25 cents; Boston, Mass., Portland, Me., Ogdensburg, 
N. Y., and common points, 2% cents; Philadelphia, Pa., 23 
cents; Baltimore, Md., Norfolk and Richmond, Va., 22 cents: 
Buffalo, N. Y., and Vittsburg, Pa., 15 cents; Rochester and 
Syracuse, N. Y., 1614 cents. 


The locals just mentioned were 


above 


eanceled July 12, 1907, 
by supplement 5 to Eastbound ‘Transcontinental Freight 
Bureau, tariff No. 2 D, and the following were named as 
rates from what is known as North Pacific coast terminals 
to all points in territories hereinbefore described with the 
exception of Pittsburg Buffalo territory: Cedar shingles, S80 
cents; cedar lumber, SO cents; pine lumber, SO cents; fir 
lumber, 70 cents; long timbers, requiring two or more cars, 
SU cents. 

From interior or intermediate northwestern Pacific coast 
points—-that is, points which take Spokane-Montana-Oregon 
rate basis, Chicago and west—the rates effective July 12, 
under above named supplement: Cedar shingles, SO cents; 
cedar lumber, 75 cents; pine and other lumber (including 
fir), 70 cents; long timber, requiring two or more cars, 75 
cents. This readjustment gives Spokane and Montana 
Oregon territory a differential in their favor of 5 cents on 
cedar lumber and long timbers and 10 cents on pine lumber. 
To Pittsburg and Buffalo the rates subsequent to July 12 
were made by adding 15 cents a hundred pounds to Chicago 
rate, 

On September 17, 1907, supplement No. 9 to Eastbound 
Transcontinental Freight Bureau, 2 D, was published and 
in it the following rates were shown, taking efféct November 
1, 1907, to New York, ortland, Me., Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Rochester and Syracuse from north Pacific coast 
terminals: Shingles, SO cents; cedar lumber, 80 cents; pine 
lumber, SO cents; fir lumber, 70 cents; long timbers requir 
ing two or more cars, SO cents This is equivalent to a 
rate of 10 cents a hundred pounds east of Chicago on all of 
the commodities mentioned. 

In November, 1907, supplement No. 11 to Eastbound 
Transcontinental Freight Bureau, 2 D, was published, show- 
ing the following rates effective December 21, 1907: Shingles, 
New York, Boston, common points, 90 cents; Pittsburg, Buf- 
falo, common points, 85 cents; Cincinnati, Detroit, common 
points, 80 cents. Cedar lumber, 90 cents, 85 cents, 80 cents. 
Pine lumber, 80 cents, 75 cents, 70 cents. Fir lumber, 80 
cents, 75 cents, 70 cents. Long timbers requiring two or 
more cars, 90 cents, S85 cents, SO cents. This is equivalent 
to a rate east of Chicago of 20 cents a hundred pounds to 
New York, Boston and common points; 15 cents a hundred 
pounds to Pittsburg, Buffalo and common points, and 10 
cents a hundred pounds to Cincinnati, Detroit and common 
points, 

The prevailing local rate on lumber and shingles to Pitts 
burg, Buffalo and common points when through rate from 
Pacific coast was made by adding the locals east of Chicago 
amounted to 15 cents a hundred pounds. The prevailing 
rate to Cincinnati, Detroit and common points was 10 cents 
ver hundred pounds, this rate applying to Cincinnati, Cleve 
Jand and Dayton, while the lower rate applied to various 
important points, 
and Detroit. 

Supplement No. 11 to tariff 2 D also carries a rate from 
north Pacific coast intermediate points, damely, those desig 
nated in lumber tariff S. R. 963, as Spokane and Montana- 
Oregon rate basing points. The rate from these territories 


boston, 





namely, 8 cents to Indianapolis, Toledo 


is: Shingles, New York, Boston, common points, 85 cents; 
Pittsburg, Buffalo, common points, 80 cents; Cincinnati, 
Detroit, common points, 75 cents; cedar lumber, 85 cents, 


80 cents, 75 cents; pine, fir and other lumber, 75 cents, 70 
cents, 65 cents; long timbers, requiring two or more cars, 
85 cents, SO cents, 75 cents. This is equivalent to allowing 
the lines east of Chicago a local rate of 15 cents a hundred 
pounds on lumber and shingles to New York and common 
points, and 10 cents a hundred pounds to Pittsburg, Buffalo 
and common points; also 10 cents a hundred pounds on 
shingles, cedar lumber and long timbers to Cincinnati, 
Detroit and common points, and 5 cents a hundred to these 
points on pine and fir lumber. Thus it will be noted that 
there is a differential of 5 cents a hundred in favor of the 
north Pacific coast intermediate points, namely, Spokane and 
Montana-Oregon rate basing points, as shown in tariff S. R. 
963, on all lumber products to each and all of the territories 
herein mentioned. 

Relative to.the rate effective December 21 on sash, 
doors and blinds from north Pacific coast terminals to 
points in New-York, Boston and common points terri- 
tory the report says: 


As per supplement No. 11, the 80-cent rate was canceled, 
being superseded by a rate of 90 cents a hundred pounds. 
In addition to this a through rate was published to Cin- 
cinnati, Detroit and common points on an 80-cent basis, and 
to Pittsburg, Buffalo and common points on an 85-cent basis. 

As per supplement No. 11 the rates to Missouri river 
common points, Mississippi river common points and 
Chicago and common points were changed as follows, 
effective December 21, 1907: Missouri river common 
points, 65 cents; Mississippi river common points, 70 
cents; Chicago and common points, 70 cents. 





ON BEHALF OF ACCURACY. 

A letter was printed in last week’s issue of the AMERI- 
CAN LUMBERMAN signed by 8. H. Bolinger, vice presi- 
dent of the Shreveport Creosoting Company, Limited, of 
Shreveport, La. The statements made in that letter were 
on behalf of 8. H. Bolinger & Co., manufacturers of 
yellow pine, and did not pertain to the business of the 
Shreveport Creosoting Company, Limited. The latter 
concern is running full time and according to -reports 
has plenty of unfilled orders on hand_to keep it going 
for some time. 
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EXCELLENT TYPES OF MODERN MILLS IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. 


at Bellingham Well Equipped to Turn Out Good Product—Model Office and Mill Buildings. 


New Mill of the Larson Lumber Company 


The Larson Lumber Company shut down its fine, 
large, new mill recently completed and put in operation 
at Bellingham, Wash., because of the demoralized con- 
dition of the lumber business on the Pacific coast, caused 
by the announcement of the advance in lumber freight 
rates to go into effect November 1 on the transconti- 
nental railroads. Just about a year ago the Larson 
Lumber Company began the construction of this plant 
and it began operation last August. It had run but a 
few weeks when, on account of the falling off in demand 
because of the uncertainty of freight rates on lum- 
ber, the management concluded it best to close the 
new plant and continue in operation only the old mill 
of the company. 

The new mill, which is termed Mill B, is an excel- 
lent type of the modern uptodate band mill. The 
mill structure is 50x312 feet in size and is equipped 
with an 11-foot Allis-Chalmers Company single cut- 
ting band mill, a 14x48 Giddings & Lewis gang, a 
10-inch horizontal resaw of the same make and an 
Allis-Chalmers Company 72 by 10-inch Pacifie coast 
edger. This gives the plant a capacity of 150,000 feet 
in ten hours. 

The Larson Lumber Company was organized in 1901, 
at which time the first mill was built. Its officers in- 
cluded the late Peter Larson, president; J. J. Dono- 
van, vice president, and J. H. Bloedel, secretary, treas- 
urer and manager. Mr. Bloedel is the guiding spirit 
of the lumber operations; in facet, to him is due the 
credit of building up the great organization that the 
Larson Lumber Company and the Lake Whatcom 
Logging Company possess today. Mr. Donovan, who 
has been associated with the company ever since its 
inception, was until a little over a year ago actively 
connected with the Bellingham Bay Improvement Com- 
pany 28 manager of its railroad, the Bellingham Bay 
& British Columbia railroad, from which he retired in 
1906, as stated, and now has charge of the logging 
operations of the Lake Whatcom Logging Company, 
which is owned by the same interests as the lumber 
company. Mr. Bloedel is an earnest and active lum- 
berman, taking an interest in all publie matters, as- 
sociation work and other things pertaining to the gen- 
eral welfare of the lumber industry on the north coast. 





The sales department is under the supervision of 
Ray Martin, a young man of marked ability, a gradu- 
ate of the white pine traveling salesman’s school of 
the upper Mississippi valley, who has been with the 
company since shortly after it began operations. In 
Minneapolis the company’s eastern selling office is in 
charge of C. M. Stafford, an experienced lumber sales- 
man, who ably represents the Larson Lumber Com- 
pany in the eastern buying trade. 

Mill A of the company, which has been in opera- 
tion for several years, is equipped with a double cir- 
cular 28-inch flooring gang and an 8-inch Mershon 
vertical resaw, giving it a capacity of 100,000 feet in 
ten hours. The planing mill is equipped with eight 
machines, but it is the intention of the company to 
build soon a Jarger and better planing mill to take 
care of the output of both mills. There are four lum- 
ber dry kilns 20x150 feet in size. There are also five 
dry kilns for handling the shingles, each 20x110 feet 
in size. In a separate building the company operates 
a shingle mill equipped with eight upright machines 
and in an addition to the main saw mill there is an- 
other shingle plant equipped with one 10-block and 
one upright. The combined capacity of both of these 
is 450,000 shingles in ten hours. The plant is located. 
on the shore of Lake Whatcom and near by is another 
Shingle mill owned by the company which it bought 
from the Hastings Shingle Company in October, ‘1906. 
This is equipped with three upright machines and has 


a night and day capacity, as it recently was running, 
of 150,000 shingles. At Belfast on the Great North- 
ern south of Bellingham the company has another 
shingle mill equipped with double block machines with 
a capacity ot 140,000 shingles in ten hours. This 
plant was bought from the Belfast Shingle Company 
in September, 1906, at the time the timber holdings 
of that concern were secured. This gives the company 
a total shingle capacity of 740,000 shingles a day. 

Last year the company completed an office building 
which is without doubt one of the finest lumber offices 
on the Pacific coast. It stands at the entrance to the 
company’s property, surrounded by a neat lawn, and 
contains several private offices for the members of 
the company, besides a general office and accounting 
room. The rooms are all finished in native woods, 
each in a different kind, including fir, cedar, spruce 
and hemlock. 


The logging for this company is done by a separate 
corporation—the Lake Whatcom Logging Company— 
the details of which are looked after by J. J. Donovan. 
The logging company also owns the timber, of which 
the company now has about 27,000 acres of the finest 
fir and cedar to’ be found in Whatcom and Skagit 
counties, and also owns and operates a railroad twenty- 
two miles in length extending through the timber from 
the head of Lake Whatcom to Lake Samish and from 
there south to Bellview. These timber holdings are 
estimated to amount to 1,500,000,000 in practically 
a solid body, consisting of old growth yellow fir and 
cedar. Part of this tract—10,000 acres—was bought 
from the late Gen. Russell A. Alger. The company op- 
erates three locomotives on this logging railroad and 
expects soon to receive a fourth—a big locomotive of 
the mogul type. Fifteen donkey engines are required 
to bring the logs to the railroad. 
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REALM OF THE RETAILER. 





Saley Meets a Typical “Grouch” and His Antidote—Inaccommodation as a Business Boomerang—Preachments on Discrimination 
and Temper—Co-operation Bred From Diplomacy—Sense in Advertising. 


A DEALER WITH WHOM THINGS GO WRONG. 


There are people who enjoy telling hard luck stories 
as much as they do to eat. Every time you see them 
they want to inform you that something is the mat- 
ter with them. If they can think of nothing else 
they will stretch their arms over their heads and 
tell you they are about played cut today. They are 





ay 





“Might have asked him how his liver was.” 


chronically out of gear. It is impossible to catch 
them at a time when a cog hasn’t slipped in their 
physical or mental machinery. They are as selfish 
as a pig at a trough, for as they talk of none but 
themselves it follows that they think only of them 
selves. 

It was less than an age ago that I got mixed up 
with a dealer of this description. It was so pleasant 
that morning that I tripped along from the hotel 
like a girl in love and really thought it was a favor- 
able time to see this dealer, for when a man gets out 
of bed and finds he is alive and well, and that the 
members of his family are the same, that it is a fine 
morning, eats a good breakfast and goes down to his 
yard and learns it has not burned out during the 
night, he ought to be in a mood to be half way 
thankful, and this, I took it for granted, was the 
condition of the dealer I was to visit. 

T had not seen this dealer before. He was not,a 
bad looking man. He was smoking a cigaret, but | 
didn’t feel like killing him for that. It was said 
to me the other day that a gentleman does not smoke 
a cigaret, which is all moonshine, as it has happened 
before now that when I could borrow a cigaret from 
a friend I have smoked it myself. Plenty of us have 
prejudices which would convict us before any fair 
jury. 

Having talked a few minutes on general principles, 
[ asked this dealer how trade was. ‘‘Rotten,’’ said 
he; ‘‘there has not been anything going on worth 
while all year.’’ I had noticed that the town showed 
a fair growth and I asked him what was the matter 
with trade. He said it was not as it once was. There 
was a time when he could sell lumber without his 
customers growling about the price, but now it was 
grumble, grumble all the time. Couldn’t he explain 
to his customers why lumber was higher than it once 
was? ‘‘Jehu!’’ said he, rolling another cigaret. 
‘‘How can I explain to them why lumber should be 
twice as high as it was? I can’t figure it out myself 
and don’t know what kind of a stagger I would 
make trying to right it with my customers.’’ 

‘¢Credits? Rotten. I have $9,000 this minute on 
my books and there has no good business to be 
$5,000. Spur ’em up? They pay when they get a 
—— good mind to. Spur ’em up and they get as 
mad as hornets. How many of us here?, Two. Two 
just one too many, but we keep on like fools, each 
refusing to sell out to the other. Would I sell? Don’t 
know but I would if I bad a good chance. I was 
here for six years, the only man in the town, and 
four years ago Blank came in, and what would you 
think of dividing a trade that did not amount to 
more than $30,000 to start with? What I mean by 
to start with? Why, when he came in, of course. Why, 
yes; it naturally follows that trade has grown since 
then. Our town was then 500 and now it is 3,200. 
Been any trade in the country? Why, yes, of course; 
there has been some trade in the country, but it 
hasn’t built up around here as it might. There is a 
school house going up over yonder, but we bid so 
close on it there is no money in it. I got it? I did, 
you bet!’’ 

“ Tf he had not been a stout sort of chap I might 
have asked him how his liver was. I sat through 








the show made up of stories of trials and tribulations 
for an hour or so and then went up the street to see 
the competitor. ‘‘Mighty glad you ealled,’’ he said, 
shaking my hand a trifle more vigorously than | 
wished he would. ‘‘Trade? Why, business isn’t 
crowding us out of our shoes and we can’t expect it 
to this time of year. The fall jobs are pretty well 
along and we expect no great activity at this time 
of the year. Just cleaning up the jobs—that is about 
all we can do. Little chilly this morning, isn’t it?’’ 
and he shoved a bundle of waste paper into the 
stove. We sat and talked for more than an hour 
and during that time not a dyspeptic sentence fell 
from the lips of the dealer. He was pleasant and 
hopeful, and if not satisfied with things as they were 
(and who is?) he was not trying to belt everything 
and everybody over the head with a club. He has 
not so high a rating as his neighbor down the street, 
but 1 am disposed to think that he is ten times the 
richer man, 


WHAT MAY COME FROM A SMALL BEGINNING. 


This is a little story of a man who was born and 
raised in a certain town, engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness there and is still at it. For a half dozen years 
he was more of a jack-of-all-trades than anything else. 
Judging from present appearances it cannot be said 
that he was trained down fine in the way of edu 
cation. He would take a contract to move a building, 
erect a liberty pole, dig a well, or break a colt. He 
knew how to do those things which were required 
to be done and that would make him a living—put 
that to his credit. The sole retail lumberman in the 
town was an old resident who had become fairly rich 
in his ealling. His credit was excellent, he owned 
his stock and premises, was a stockholder in a bank 
that was making money like smoke, had a fine home, 
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“Would have more of his own.” 


and so on. Well enough off, 1 suppose the less greedy 
of us will say. 

At the town fair that was to be held the coming 
week this young man who did so many odd jobs in the 
community had planned to run an eating stand and 
wanted to rent the lumber for the purpose, but was 
told by the retail man that he would not rent lumber 
for the stand. Yes, he had rented it for other uses, 
but he would not rent it for an eating stand. His 
objections were that it might get soaked by the rain 
and would warp; it would get dirty and would be 
returned with nails and nail holes in it—all of which 
more than one of us knows is true. The thought may 
have come to him that he didn’t have to rent lumber 
for eating stands—but as to that I don’t know. As 
the story came pretty straight to me the young man 
bought the lumber for the stand, and possibly being 
in a little huff remarked after it was loaded on his 
wagon that now he had lumber of his own it wouldn’t 
be a month before he would have more of his own. 

There was this in this young man’s favor, that 
when he said a thing he meant it, which is a good 
thing always, provided we duly consider our words 
before they get away from us. If he told a neighbor 
that he would be on hand to do a job next Tuesday 
morning it didn’t mean Wednesday morning or Tues- 
day noon, but Tuesday morning bright and early. 
That is not a bad asset for a young man, either. Not- 
withstanding the elderly man was aware that the 
young man was a man of his word it is not recorded 
that he trembled when the young man told -him that 
in a month he would own more lumber. The assertion 
may have carried with it an idea of yard No. 2, but 


the dealer who had made such good headway in his 
business might have thought he was intrenched— 
which on general principles is a bad thought to 
permit to have brain room. In war soldiers sometimes 
intrench themselves and a bomb scatters them, and 
there are business as well as war bombs. 

The Young Man Puts in a Yard. 

True to his word, inside of a month the young man 
owned more lumber than was required in building the 
eating stand. In a dicker he had got hold of a lot 
near the center of the town on which was a shoe- 
maker’s shop; not one of those shoemakers who mend 
your shoes while you wait, as that way of doing had 
not been devised at that time, but a shoemaker who 
actually made boots from measurement—and who 
made few shoes, as few were worn. These artisans 
ought to have been called bootmakers, but they were 
not. This shoemaker had rented the shop until the 
next May, and the owner of the little building asked 
him what he would take for his lease. Really there 
was no lease, but that was the way he spoke. The 
shoemaker thought a moment and said $60. ‘*‘ Let’s 
’ said the owner of the building, counting on his 
fingers, ‘‘October, November, December, January, 
February, March, April—seven months. Six times 
seven is 42, That isn’t enough profit on the deal. 1 
am going to give you $75,’’ which he did. 

The little shoemaker’s shop was used for an office 
and a sort of shed was built in the rear of it in which 
the lumber was piled. Then the young man began 
to trot a heat, and he had to learn the gait step by 
step. Fortunate it has been for many of us that the 
retail lumber business up to a point that in a way it 
may be successfully conducted is about the easiest 
business in the world to handle. Not but it requires 
experience and thought to become an efficient lumber 
merchant—but you know what I mean. I have come 
in contact with many dealers who began their careers 
us actual ignoramuses so far as lumber was concerned 
and who sueeeeded. I have a stock of interesting ex 
periences pertaining to this phase of the retail busi 
ness pigeonholed in my cranium that some time I may 
let loose. It calls for no great business ability to 
buy boards and sell boards, particularly when a fellow 
doesn’t know he is doing it well. After he is broken 
in, has learned the ropes and knows the several kinks, 
and especially knows there are tricks in all trades 
but ours, why, then if he had to manage his business 
as he did ’way back at the beginning he would know 
what an awkward gait he was going. You dealers 
who have through the mill please stop right 
here and see if you don’t smile at the remembrance 
of the confidence of your greenness when you were 
younger than you are now. 

This young man set out to sell lumber. He was 
selling lumber and he was going to sell it just as he 
was going to dig a well if he was digging it. The 
idea was he was going to do it. 

It was hello Tom, Dick and Harry with him. It 
was, ‘‘What are you going to uge lumber for pretty 
soon? It is coming into my yard fresh as a daisy, 
as nice stock as you ever saw.’’ 

Always bear in mind, young man, that methods count. 
If good, for good; if ill, for ill—but they count. At 
this new yard there was more sociability, determina 
tion, force, hum, get there Eli! and less of the going 
to seed appearance than at the other one on the square. 
At the start the old dealer thought that in a retail 
lumber way in his towu he had the world by the tail, 
but before July of the next year he.felt that his 
hand was slipping and was conscious that if it kept 
doing so the world would pull away from him. For 
some reason the carpenters, and the two contractors, 
fancied the young dealer with his prompt and word 
as-good-as-his-bond way of dealing with them. It is 
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“At the other yard.” 
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«a way contractors and carpenters as well as others 
have of doing. The next spring the lumber for six 
of the nine new jobs went out of the new yard. The 
following November 1, a year from his Opening, the 
sales of the young dealer footed up $18,000—and lum- 
ber then was much cheaper than it is now. ‘‘Bully!’’ 
said the young man, and he took an extra hitch in 
his suspenders. 


In Behalf of the Young Man. 


At this juncture I almost think it would be su- 
perfluous to say that this young man succeeded in his 
business, as I am disposed to think that you whiff 
it in the air. One of the greatest sentences I ever 
have seen put in English is composed of eight words, 
namely, ‘‘What we are to be we are becoming,’’ and 
1 wish it could be written in fire on the very sky, that 
young men would take heed. I have heard most of 
the big guns in the lecture field years ago as well as 
of recent date, and I would unhesitatingly say that 
the author of this sentence, Prof. John De Mott, was 
the greatest of them all. His ‘‘Harp of the Senses,’’ 
for scientific research along lines which lead to greater 
moral and intellectual achievements, stood alone. And 
he was for young men—always for young men, teach- 
ing them that they might know and occupy their 
grand heritage. 

The last time L saw Professor De Mott was early 
last winter in Fort Dodge, lowa, at the lunch counter, 
where, to get a bite, we had left our respective trains, 
he due that night in Ottumwa and I on my way to 
the southwest. We called for the same dishes—apple 
pie and a glass of milk—and chatted as we ate. 1 
have been glad since that I spoke to him that day 
as I did, for don’t you know that sometimes we post- 
pone saying the things we ought to have said? Don’t 
you know that the ears into which it was our duty 
to whisper words of appreciation and encouragement 
may suddenly become deaf to all the things of earth? 
| said to Professor De Mott that I regarded his lece- 
tures as the finest I ever had heard and wished that 
every young man could listen to them. ‘‘Ah, yes, 
the young man; how much he needs to know,’’ he 
said. At this moment I can see him as he left the 
lunch counter—a savant in medicine and science, pol- 
ished of manners, tall, ereet, healthy of countenance, 
a man who would be picked from a crowd of thousands 
as one man who was every inch a man, a man with 
it mission, that mission the welfare of the boy and 
the voung man, and good—yes, with such a physique 
as that—good for twenty years yet. But how reck 
less nature, providence, or whatever you may name 
it, is in picking its subjects for the grave. You 
may or may not have read that in early fall, in In 
dianapolis, Professor De Mott was suddenly stricken 
with heart failure and died. A gasp, a few painful 
wrenchings of the muscles of the chest, and the great 
teacher, who on thousands of platforms had pleaded 
that the young man should come to his own as no 
other on the lecture platform ever had pleaded, was 
gone. 

Well, this young man who started up in the retail 
business was becoming what he was to be. Today 
he is the dealer in his town to which the estate of 
the old dealer is playing second fiddle in a tone so 
low that it can searcely be heard. A fine office, fine 
sheds, fine trade, are all his, and having heard the 
story L asked, ‘‘If the old man had rented you the 
lumber for the eating stand would you have become 
his competitor?’’ ‘*Can’t say as I would,’’ was the 
reply. ‘‘Of course I don’t know what I might have 
done. I was drifting around for something perma- 
nent, but I had no thought of opening a lumber yard 
until then.’’ 

It would be easy enough to tack a moral on here. 
It might be said that there is something in the most 
of us if only the right button is pushed, or that a 
single coal as large as a pea will explode a heap of 
tons of powder. Several other things might be said 
which would be as well unsaid. 


WHAT CAN THE DEALER DO? 


Retail lumbermen, as well as others, would be hit 
ting the nail on the head if they should reach the 
conelusion that every man has powers peculiar to 
himself. So far as we know there are no two things 
in the universe that are precisely alike. If a million 
mustard seeds were placed under the microscope each 
seed, in shape, would have characteristics of its own, 
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“We wallow along in ignorance.” 


and if the power of the physical organisms of that 
number of men could be as definitely determined it 
would vary as decidedly in degree as do the mustard 
seeds in shape. 

This variation in power is observable when hiking 
here and there among the retail lumbermen. No two 
dealers conduct their business in the same way. It 
would be safe to bet a hundred to one that of all 
the thousands of dealers no two of them are worth 
the same amount in dollars and cents. If they could 
all be seen in a crowd not two of them could be 
found who dress alike. Hence the logical conclusion 
is reached that where one dealer fails another will 
succeed, and the reverse. 

It is a good question to ask ourselves, What can 
we do? and fortunate if we are able to answer it 
with any degree of accuracy. This question appears 
of so much importance to me that, with the assistance 
of my little Dutch typewriter, I want to weave a 
sort of essay on the subject this evening, illustrated 
with events which have taken place in the retail 
field.. Place a machine in the hands of a mechanical 
engineer and he will furnish a statement of its capa- 
bility. If the strength is not equally distributed he 
discovers the weak point. If the parts are not of the 
material to stand the strain he knows it, but not 
one of us can examine this great human machine of 
ours and tell what kind of work it can do. We both 
overrate it and underrate it. We don’t know how 
properly to adjust it. We are not discriminate in the 
use of fuel. We don’t know what kind of food will 
make power and what clinker. The first we know 
some part is strained so taut that it snaps like a 
fiddle string and then we go to the sick bed or to the 
asylum. We wallow along in ignorance and the pity 
is we are at so little pains to learn. 

In a town of 12,000 I saw a dealer who had over- 
rated the work that the machine could do. Three 
years ago there was a rattling good trade in this 
town and this particular dealer was of the opinion 
there was a place for another yard. Looking at it 
one way there was, and another, there wasn’t. From 
an association ethical point of view there were yards 
enough; from the point of view of the man who goes 
in for only self, regardless of the rights of his neigh- 
bor, there was place for another yard, provided he 
could make the place. 

The dealer who put in the fourth yard overrated 
his ability to make a place for himself. He had the 
good sense not to try to fight his way in, for, know- 
ing something of the temper of at least one of the 
dealers already on the ground, he had no faith that 











“Grind your war hatchet.” 


the outcome of a serap would terminate with glory 
to himself. 


REGARDING THE TEMPER OF A COMPETITOR. 


Having used that word, ‘‘temper,’’ I want to be 
gin another sentence, as in that form it may attract 
the attention of some young man when otherwise he 
might slide over it. When a dealer feels that he is 
spoiling for a fight, straightening himself up with so 
much vim that his joints crack, and runs his fingers 
through his hair until his head resembles a poreupine 
that is in fine mood to throw its quills, he should bear 
in mind that if he wants to lick somebody there is 
somebody to be licked. This licking business is never 
a one sided proposition. Then it may be healthy for 
him in the end if at the beginning he ascertains, if 
he can, the temper of the fellow he wants to lick, as 
some men are unlickable unless the breath is abso- 
lutely pounded out of their bodies. 

I have a case in mind. A dealer had a good trade 
in a one-yard town and the manager of a line yard 
coneern who had less good hard common sense than 
a man in his position ought to have cast his eye on it 
and pronounced it good. A new yard went in and 
after the guns of the line yard had*been planted the 
independent dealer was told that if he did not divide 
the trade there would be a fight. The independent 
dealer did not have red hair, but figuratively he be- 
eame red headed. He told the line yard manager 
that he was a moral outlaw and that he would fight 
until hades froze over. Then the guns began to 
boom, with plenty of ammunition on one side and a 
good deal of ammunition and grit galore on the 
other. The independent dealer had treated his cus- 





tomers right and had a host of friends. Most of 
these friends stood by him. Moreover, he was a 
buyer for your life. He understood the tricks of buy 
ing. He picked up odd lots here and there at mills 
and manipulated them. In siding, ceiling and floor 
ing he would undersell the competing yard and make 
a good profit into the bargain. 

The fight went on and on and the independent 
dealer rammed the charge into his cannon with the 
same vigor day after day. A man came to him one 
spring morning and told him the line yard was for 
sale. ‘*That doesn’t interest me in the least,’’ said 
the dealer. ‘‘I may buy it,’’ said the stranger. 
‘*What are you going to buy it for?’’ was the ques 
tion. The stranger did not understand. ‘‘If you buy 
the yard to supply the trade that you can get by 
honorable means,’’ the dealer explained, ‘‘it is well- 
we will touch hands—but if you come in here to de 
mand of me business you are not entitled to, as that 
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“IIe clips the item.” 


blankety son of a sea cook did, the minute you take 
possession of the yard grind you war hatchet, for 
you will need it.’’ The stranger understood and said 
he was there for a fair deal. The yard today is his 
and the two dealers get along neighborly. In the 
face of instances of this kind it is best to under- 
stand, if possible, the temper of the man we itch to 
lick. 

As I was saying back somewiere on the way, the 
dealer who became No. 4 in the town overrated his 
ability. He failed to make the desired riffle. He 
aimed at a target farther away than his gun would 
earry. I think the pace is a little too fast for him. 
The day will never come when a 3-minute hoss can 
trot in the 2:20 class without being sent to the 
stable, as the distance flag will surely drop in his 
face. Strange it is that any man who owns a fast 
hoss knows his limitations, while he himself may be 
the merest plug and think he can go like the very 
devil. 

Being a stranger this fourth dealer in the town 
didn’t tell me all I have been saying, but the very 
atmosphere of the office told me that he was discour 
aged. He said that trade was good, but I saw none 
of it, and I saw only one man in the shed and yard. 
This dealer also had a way of looking off into the 
distance, and we don’t do much of that when there 
are things of interest to look at nearer by. I may 
go that way in a few years again, or never, but should 
| visit the town the second time I feel sure that this 
fourth yard will either be gone or owned by another 
man. 

INTERESTS CONSIDERED BY A DIPLOMATIC 
DEALER, 

In a city of considerable size the retail dealers 
were at sixes aud sevens. Maybe the dealers meant 
well enough, but they hadn’t learned how to do 
things the right way. They had not learned the art 
of coming together, and so long as every dealer in a 
town herds by himself it follows that he does not 
become acquainted with his neighbors. I don’t think 
that at heart one in a hundred of us is right down 
mean, but not one of us can be right down good with- 
out studying hard to be so any more than we ean 
make a horseshoe without taking lessons in the art 
of shaping hot iron. In several towns that could be 
named the retail dealers know that association is the 
life of the family, society and the church, but they 
think that in their business they ean stand on the 
different corners of the streets and throw stones at 
one another and all will be well. 

A young man opened a yard in this city who had 
the faculty of breeding content. Figuratively he 
would take the hand of a dealer in one street and 
the hand of another one in another and place them 
together. He is a born villain who, when clasping 
the hand of a man, can look into his eyes and want 
to murder him. So long as men will come together 
and clasp hands they are on pretty good terms. Grad- 
ually the dealers in this city were Brought together. 
They would eat together and with their feet under 
the table talk together. The atmosphere was cleared 
—not wholly cleared, for on earth we never will see 


i eee 








46 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


NOVEMBER 30, 1907. 





a sky over which a cloud does not occasionally float. 
There are skies in some of the western states which 
remain cloudless for a long time, but I have been 
told by people who live there that a mild rainstorm, 
even a little thunder, would not be objectionable at 
times. Unless we had contrasts we wouldn’t know 
what’s what. 

This dealer went about this work of consolidation 
conscious that he could accomplish it, and it is for- 
tunate for ever dealer of the town that he did not 
overrate his ability. ‘ 

Not always, however, is the outcome like this. 
There is another city, smaller than the one referred 
to above and farther toward the rising sun. The 
power that has been expended in strife would run a 
100,000-foot capacity saw mill. If there is such a 
thing every dealer who has run a yard in this town 
must have been born under an unlucky star. In and 
out the yards have gone and profits which might have 
been made have been foolishly thrown into the sewer. 
A dealer who thought he could bring about a recon- 
ciliation put his money into a yard, but it proved 
he was not a master of human welding. At every 
turn he was met by opposition. He became disgusted 
with the whole bunch and long before he had a 
chance to unload he wished he might do so. A dealer 
in this town said to me last summer, ‘‘You needn’t 
expect to hear of any improvement in our town until 


there have been two or three first class funerals.’’ 

And so we retail dealers, like others, attempt things 
that we cannot do, for the reason largely that we 
don’t know ourselves. It would be surprising if some 
one who reads this has not fallen down in some under- 
takipg. Hens and roosters floored me, and before I 
started in to handle the brainless things I would not 
have taken off my hat to the whole hen tribe. At 
times we have ingloriously gone down to defeat and 
at other times gloriously perhaps, but we all remem- 
ber when we were little boys in school how we would 
stand up and while fumbling the short tail of our 
coat speak the little piece beginning, ‘‘If at first you 
don’t succeed.’’ That is a little boy’s piece, but 
there is a lot of meaning in it. 


TOUCHING THE QUESTION OF ADVERTISING. 


It is not for me to say that a dealer should pay 
money to his local paper for advertising any more 
than it is for me to suggest that he attend church 
suppers or theaters. It does appear to me, however, 
that a hundred and one dealers would show they had 
better business heads on them if they patronized the 
local papers more than they do. 

I ask at least 1,000 dealers yearly what they are 
doing in the way of advertising in their town papers 
and at least 80 percent of them say nothing. Why? 
Well, don’t you know that you couldn’t tell the com- 


munity where their yards are, as that information is 
already known? You could puncture that logie wita 
a blade of withered grass. 

I wish I could tell every community how much it is 
indebted to its local papers. If these papers were 
suddenly to drop out I:could not tell, were I to try, 
how much they would be missed. It doesn’t take 
long to get mad at an editor and tell him to stop his 
old paper, but it would take a long time to tell how 
much that editor is doing for the good of his town. 

‘* Advertise as a matter of charity?’’ a dealer asked 
me. Charity! Tiddlesticks! No, but as an invest- 
ment. Oh, how sweet to the dealer those little locals 
are which speak of his yard, stock and _ business. 
When he is referred to as an enterprising townsman 
he clips the item and carries it in his wallet until it 
is worn out. And, beloved, have you an idea that 
you can sow tares and reap oats or wheat? Not this 
year, you can’t. 

Buy advertising and you purchase doubly—you are 
buying the business that the advertising will bring 
and the good will of the paper in which the ad ap 
pears. And this evening I feel that if 1 were you I 
would toss a few dollars into the exchequer of my 
local paper if I had to wear cheaper clothes in order 


to do it. _ 
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VALUABLE INFORMATION FOR SHIPPERS FROM THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 


Special cireular No. 5 issued by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission contains a great deal of informa- 
tion in regard to rates and rate making of value to 
every shipper of lumber. 

The first question discussed in this circular relates 
to concurrent tariffs. Prior to May 1, 1907, no uni- 
form rule or practice was followed by the carriers in 
concurring in joint rates. The usual practice was for 
the carriers to file statement with the commiss‘*sn to 
the effect that they concurred in certain tar‘ffs is- 
sued. Some carriers did not file such deela: tions 
but accepted traffic and settlements under joint 
tariffs in which they were shown as participants al- 
though they had never concurred therein. 

The commission states in circular 15 that to under- 
take to check out and follow down actual concur- 
rences in tariffs issued prior to May:1, 1907, would be 
a hopeless task and to declare all tariffs which have 
not been concurred in unlawful would be to over- 
throw practically all joint tariffs and leave transpor- 
tation in chaos. In view of the action of some of 
the carriers in seeking to evade liability under such 
joint tariffs on the plea that they never concurred in 
them, although in each instance so far brought to the 
notice of the commission they are shown to have ace- 
cepted traffic and collected charges thereon in accord 
with such tariffs up to and in some instances subse- 
quent to the date of filing notice of nonconcurrence, 
the commission has established this rule: ‘‘Under 
tariffs filed prior to May 1, 1907, carriers are re- 
sponsible, in accord with custom then generally fol- 
lowed, except when and after they filed specific 
notice of nonconcurrence in certain issues.’’ 

The present regulations of the commission require 
that the earrier or the joint agent that issues a joint 
tariff, before issuing it, shall have secured the definite 
and affirmative coneurrence of every carrier shown 
therein as participant, and shall show in connection 
with the name of each participating carrier the form 
and number of the instrument by authority of which 
that carrier is made a party to the tariff. 

It is further set forth that no carrier is bound by 
being named as a participant in any tariff without 
authority. 

In the event the name of any carrier shall be in- 
corporated in a joint tariff without consent responsi- 
bility for such act will rest upon the carrier issuing 
the tariff. 

A great deal of the subject matter of this cir- 
cular is of no particular interest to shippers, but 
among the points of vital concern is the following, 
which relates to refund where shipments have been 
misrouted by carriers: 

The prerequisites to any refund under this rule are ad- 
mission by carrier of responsibility for its agent’s error 
in misrouting the shipment, and such carrier's willingness 
to bear the extra expense so caused, without recourse upon 
any other carrier for any part thereof. If, therefore, the 
error is discovered before the shipment has been delivered 
to consignee or before charges demanded upon same have 
been paid, the carrier acknowledging responsibility for the 
error may authorize the delivering carrier to deliver ship- 
ment upon payment of the charges that would have applied 
but for the misrouting and to bill upon it for the extra 
charge; or, if the shipment has been delivered and under- 
charged before the error is discovered the carrier that 
acknowledges responsibility for the error may pay the 
undercharge to the carrier that delivered the shipment in- 
stead of requiring to collect the undercharge from shipper, 
to be refunded to shipper. 

The rates prescribed by the commission in its de- 
cisions and orders after hearings upon formal com- 
plaints in every instance shall be promulgated by the 
carrier against which such orders are issued in duly 
published, filed and posted tariffs or supplements te 
tariffs. This change may be made effective in five 
days and in the event it is made effective in less than 
statutory time it shall bear on the title page this 
notation: ‘‘In compliance with order of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission in case No. a 

Attention is called to the misapplication and mis- 
construction of Rule 43 of Tariff Circular 14-A of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission which has been 
amended so as to read: 

Where a joint rate is in effect by a given route which 





is higher between any points than the sum of the locals 
between the same points, by the same or another route, 


and such joint rate has been in effect thirty days or longer, 
such higher joint rate may, until further notice from the 
commission, be changed by reducing the same to the sum 
of such locals, but not otherwise, upon posting one day in 
advance and mailing a copy thereof to the commission a sup 
plement to the tariff in which the joint rate so reduced 
appears, which supplement shall show the reduced rate; 
shall bear notation that it is “effective on less than stat- 
utory notice by authority of Rule 48 of Tariff Circular 
14-A”; shall show on the title page, or in connection with 
such item, by identifying references and I. C. C. numbers, 
the tariffs that contain the locals which make up the new 
joint rate; except that, if the joint rate so reduced is 
contained in a strictly class rate tariff, the reduced rate 


will be published in a supplement to or a reissue of a 
tariff which contains commodity rates and in which all 
carriers whose lines make up the route over which the 


rate applies have concurred, and which is issued by the 
same carrier or agent that issued the tariff which contained 
the joint rate so reduced. Such supplement or reissue must 
bear on its title page, or in connection with such item, the 
notation, “Issued under authority of Rule 43, Tariff Cir- 
cular 14-A, The joint rate (or rates) hereby reduced 
appears in ——— tariff, I C. C. No. , and the 
factors from which the new rate herein shown as equaling 
the sum of the locals are found in - tarig, I. C. ©. Ne. 
———-., and — tariff, I. C. C. No. ag 

Many informal complaints are received in connection with 
regularly established through rates which are in excess of 
the sum of the locals between the same points. The com- 
mission has no authority to change or fix a rate except 
after full hearing upon formal complaint. It is_ believed 
to be proper for the commission to say that if called upon 
formally to pass upon a case of this nature it would be 
its policy to consider the through rate which is higher 
than the sum of the locals between the same points as 





prima facie unreasonable and that the burden of proof 
would be upon the carrier to defend such higher through 
rate. 


It will be seen that this rule limits the authority to 
change rates that are announced in supplements to 
the tariffs in which the joint rates so reduced ap 
pear, and that each such supplement shall show specific 
ally on its title page the authority on which it is made 


effective on less than statutory notice and definite 
and distinct reference to the locals which are used 
to make up the reduced joint rate. 

Where two or more tariff issuing bureaus under 
take to make rates on the same commodities in the 


same territory in order to avoid conflict the necessity 
for consultation between them is pointed out. For 
this reason the commission holds that it is necessary 
for a carrier’s rate on certain traffic between certain 
points to be issued from one and the same oflice or 
agency. It that a carrier having con 
ferred upon a joint agent authority to issue for it 
rates in certain territory upon certain traflic the car- 
rier itself must refrain from issuing any rates that 
conflict with those published by the agent and any 
changes in joint rates must be made by the joint 
agent; that rates issued by individual carriers, if in 
conflict with those issued by the joint agent, will 
not be recognized as lawful rates except when law- 
fully issued after the joint agent’s authority has been 
revoked. 


also is said 


WELL FOUNDED VIEWS ON THE SHINGLE SITUATION. 


[By W. A. Anderson, Manager Long-Bell Lumber Company's Shingle Department. ] 


We have seen a great many articles published of late 
commenting on the increased cost of red cedar and other 
kinds of shingles, thereby causing a 
roofing material to come into vogue and to a large extent 
supplant the use of red cedar shingles. With no thought 
of disparagement whatever for the prepared roofings that 
have appeared on the market in the last few years and 
have multiplied:in variety as well as merit, we are Igd to 
remark that red cedar, redwood, red cypress, white cedar 
and white pine shingles have an economic value for roofing 
purposes that nothing can gainsay. ‘The fad of using this, 
that, or the other brand of roofing may make 
inroads on the shingle business for a time, yet, nevertheless, 
though the price of shingles stays up they remain deservedly 
popular. 

The white pine 


cheaper grade of 


seem to 


shingle is very difficult to obtain on 
account of its scarcity. The cypress shingle is confined to 
a comparatively limited area on account of its weight. The 
California redwood shingle can never be expected to take 
hold of any great part of the shingle trade of the United 
States for the reason that its home market is practically 
sufficient to take care of the output. In fact, in the last 
year or two few redwood shingles, comparatively speaking, 
have been shipped beyond the confines of what might be 
considered its home market and the shingle trade on the 
southern Pacific coast has used in addition to what redwood 
shingles have been manufactured a very large quantity of 
Washington red cedar shingles that have gone down to 
California ports by vessel. 

The bulk of the shingle trade of the United States must, 


therefore, necessarily fall to the manufacturers of Wash- 
ington red cedar shingles. The quantity of red cedar 


shingles shipped during the last year compares very favor- 
ably with years gone by, notwithstanding the continual cry 
of car shortage, and the demand has been so strong since 
the price began to advance along in the latter part of 
1906 that the tendency for a good portion of the time has 
been continually upward in price rather than downward. 
In June of this year there was a considerable slump in the 
price of red cedar shingles, but recovery was made within 
the short space of about three weeks, and the price remained 
practically stationary during July, August, and part of 
September, notwithstanding an increased supply of 
causing the product of the mills to move faster than had 
been the rule during the previous portion of the year, so 
that finally transit stock became a little more plentiful and 
prices declined again. 

It is curious to note that notwithstanding the financial 


cars, ° 


flurry which has passed over the country in the last few 
weeks there has been no great decline in the price of red 


cedar shingles. This may be due to several causes. In the 


first place, the muddle in rates has caused the shingle 
manufacturers to become uncertain as to what price they 


could consistently quote to the eastern trade and make sure 
of net returns. Second, the car situation has tightened up 
recently on account of the movement of wheat 

extent that it continue 
the mills. 


to such an 
became unprofitable to operating 


The shippers have been bothered also by frequent 


embargoes, which, while they have lasted but a few days 
at a time, have been suflicient to cause them a feeling of 
disgust, and as these difficulties have apparently grown 


greater every day for the last thirty days or more they have 
resulted in an almost shutdown of red 
shingle manufacture throughout the state 
and British Columbia, 

The conclusion 


complete cedar 


of Washington 
seems justifiable, therefore, that for the 
next four months we shall see very few red cedar shingles 
manufactured, and certainly not enough to take care of 
even a small percentage of the trade of the United States, 
and it is barely possible that red cedar shingles will be 
even higher in price within the next thirty days than they 
have been at any time during the last year. Financial 
conditions, of course, must be taken into consideration. At 
the same time, the trade throughout the country is using 
daily a great many red cedar shingles and taking advantage 
of the slight slump in prices. It seems pertinent to remark, 
however, that this low range in price can not be expected 
to last long and the trade will undoubtedly adjust itself to 
the basis of prices that has ruled the market during the 
greater portion of this year. 

It hardly seems worth while to consider the inroads of 
other roofing materials upon the shingle trade, as no one 
can get around the fact that shingles will make by far the 
best roof, price and lasting qualities considered, of any 
material now in common use. Nearly all of us, approach- 
ing middle life perhaps, are familiar with roofs that were 
laid with shingles in our childhood which haye never been 
repaired for twenty or even thirty years that are still in a 
fair state of preservation. The shingle roof is easily and 
rapidly laid. It looks better on a home of modest preten- 
tions than any other roofing material that it is possible to 
use, and while they may not supplant tile or slate in 
costlier roofs shingles are destined to remain the preéminent 
roofing material where moderate cost is required and a 
perfect roof covering must be had. 

Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 25, 1907, 
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HEARING OF THE CAR STAKE EQUIPMENT COMPLAINT. 


Costs of Wooden Stakes to Shippers—Railroads Raise the Bogey of Rebating—Variants of Objections to 
Steel Stakes—Railroad President and Lumber Manufacturer 


The last instalment of this report closed with argu- 
ment over the materiality of a question asked by the 
railroads as to the cost at certain mills of the lumber 
used in making car stakes, W. 8. R. Parker being on 
the stand. 


The Chairman—The witness has some information bear- 
ing upon the actual cost to certain shippers. 

Mr. Lathrop—To certain producers of lumber. In other 
words, taking lumber of the grade that these other shippers 
have put in at $18 a thousand, what it would cost at cer- 
tain mills in Texas to produce their lumber out of which 
these strips might be made, if they were made out of mer- 
chantable lumber and not out of refuse or culls. 

Mr. Ross—Just a word in reply. Throughout this entire 
inquiry your honors have limited us to the market value 
in fixing the cost; you have limited us to the market value 
of this lumber which is used in car stakes. On every 
occasion I think that the question as to what it costs the 
lumber manufacturer to make that lumber has been ruled 
incompetent. 

The Chairman—lI do not recall any such ruling, Mr. Ross. 

Mr. Ross—I think if you would look into the record you 
would find that that Is true. Now, as an illustration, here 
is one of my clients, for instance, who equips 10,000 of these 
cars a year. That means a good many thousand feet. Now, 
why should he sell the lumber which is necessary to go 
into the 10,000 cars to the railroads for just what it costs 
him? Perhaps he is selling the balance of that lumber to 
the railroad companies. flow could there be any difference 
in the price of that lumber? 

The Chairman—Should he have a profit on the cost of 
furnishing the facility which you claim the carrier should 
provide? 

Mr. Ross—If the carrier does not furnish it, and we are 
required to furnish it, then we should be paid a reasonable 
value for it, the marketable value. 

The Chairman—That is, you would be better off then if 
the railroad did not do it than if it did? 

Mr. Stone—Suppose that it did not cost anything—the 
lumber ? ° 

The Chairman—You would be so much the better off. 

Mr. Stone—Why should we furnish it to the railroad for 
nothing because it did not cost us anything? 

The Chairman—How was this information obtained, Mr. 
Parker? 

Mr. Parker—From millmen. 

Mr. Ross—I want to say a word further. What the cost 
is to one man may be entirely different from what it is to 
another man. One man may have held his stumpage for 
twenty years, so that it did not cost him anything, and 
another man may have acquired it yesterday, And it seems 
to me that the market values are different and the costs 
are different. I think it goes to the competency both in the 
form and the substance of the matter here, and on the evi- 
dence as he presents it here as to what somebody told him, 
it is incompetent. 


A Possibility of Rebating. 


Mr. Moot—I have gone over this record very carefully for 
purposes of preparation, of course not only the sessions at 
which I was not present, the first sessions, but the sessions 
at which I have been present, and I think Mr. Ross has 
fallen into error in suggesting that there has been any ruling 
on this question at all, He has put his question always as 
to what the market value was, or put it so that the witness 
answered what the market value was. And of course the 
governor and Mr. Ross have the right to claim that if an 
allowance is made the market value is the allowance that 
should be made. Your honors, however, having all the rail- 
roads of the country to consider on this question of allow- 
ance, as you have said in the elevator cases, must consider, 
if you undertake to give any profit to a shipper for furnish- 
ing something that the railroad should furnish, whether you 
would not open a door to rebating so large that the abuses 
that would come in through that door would be greater 
than any that Congress has wiped out. So the railways feel, 
on the other side, that they should at least supply you with 
information as to what it really does cost a shipper to fur 
nish a thing that he claims is an instrumentality ; whether 
it is an instrumentality that the railway should furnish or 
the shipper should furnish may be a pure question of law or 
au mixed question of law and fact, or a clear question of 
fact, and that will depend, of course, on all the facts dis- 
closed by the record; and we are trying to get all the facts 
into the record so that your honors may see what kind of 
question is here. Now, inasmuch as the shippers could, by 
no possibility, have anything more than the retail market 
value of the stuff at the market carried free by the rail- 
ways, Which is what they have been showing, it would seem 
to me equally clear that the railways should have a chance 
to show what the cost of this stuff is at the place of origin 
before it starts on its free journey, in order that your 
honors may see the difference between the cost at’ the point 
of origin, before its carriage on a free journey on the one 
side and the value when it gets to the end of its journey, 
with a retail profit added or with a wholesale profit added 
on the other. Then you will have the whole question before 
you, with its whole length, breadth and thickness, and law- 
yers can be heard pro and con as to what rule you shall 
adopt, if you ever reach the question of an allowance at all. 

Mr. Stone—-Here is the question we have. Suppose a man 
has made a suflicient profit on his lumber, sawed and di- 
mension lumber and boards, so that he could afford to give 
the stakes away, and yet he could sell them, we will say, for 
25 or 40 or 50 cents apiece, or a dollar apiece, whatever it 
may be; should he furnish them to the railway company 
for nothing because they did not cost him anything? 

The Chairman—That is not the point of Mr. Moot’s argu- 
ment. He says something of this sort: Suppose under the 
law and the commission the railroads are required to make 
an allowance of $5 a car, where they did not furnish per- 
manent stakes. Now, you are a large producer. You ship 
10,000 cars in a year. You are so situated with reference 
to the nature of your business and the manner in which it 
is carried on that you can supply the wooden stake, the 
temporary stake, at a cost of $1. The railroad by arrange- 
ment with you declines to give you any cars with permanent 
stakes and lets you put on the wooden stakes, purposely, 
and allows you $5 a car for them. It might just as well 
give you a rebate of $4 a car under those circumstances, 

Mr. Stone—I do not ask for any profit. 

The Chairman—Then it is competent to show what it 
costs the shipper. My difficulty is as to the hearsay char- 
acter of the evidence. The right to show the facts is not a 
question in my mind at all. 





After further argument the question was allowed and 
the witness replied as follows: 


The approximate figures of G. W. Cavin, of Cavin's mill, 
were, stumpage, $3; logging and hauling, $2.60 a thousand 
feet; cutting and stacking, $2 a thousand; loading on cars, 
75 cents a thousand; making a total of $9.25 a thousand 
feet of board measure. The dressing he puts at $1.50 a 








thousand, making a total of $10.75 a thousand feet of board 
measure, longleaf yellow pine. 


From the mill of the C. L. Smith Lumber Company, 
Falls City, La., witness learned that the cost of the ma- 
terial was approximately the same. Upon cross examin- 
ation by Mr. Rose he said that in making his estimates 
he had not figured cost of material, interest on invest- 
ment, insurance, loss by fire, bad debts or depreciation. 


Q. About how many carloads of lumber does the Indus- 
trial Lumber Company ship a year? A. I could not say. 
They are not on our line. 

Q. Did they tell you what proportion of the shipment was 
in open cars and what proportion in flat cars? <A. No; 
never asked. 

Q. Did you ask that question of any of these gentlemen 
you were seeking information from? <A. No; I did not. 
I did not think I had any need to. I am generally pretty 
fairly familiar with the traffic down there. 

Q. Whom did you see in the Industrial Lumber Company, 
Sam Park? A. I discussed the question with Mr. Park. 

Q. Did he tell you about the cars they equipped down 
there with steel stakes? A. Yes. The company seemed to 
think it was a pretty good thing for its export trade. I 
have never seen one actually at work, and I do not think 
the company has actually used them. 

James Peabody, statistician of the Santa Fe road, was 
next called. In reply to a question by Mr. Lathrop he 
said: 

I was in the grain business in Nebraska for nearly three 
years, and during that time I built a number of elevators 
and bought a good deal of lumber. I remember that when 
we came to unload those cars we had to chop the stakes 
off because we could not pull them out because of the side 
pressure of the lumber on the stakes. 


Practical Working of Steel Stakes. 
Q. From your experience in the lumber business and your 
observation of the shifting of the loads, what effect would 
you say such shifting would have in the ordinary course 
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upon these permanent stakes, if applied to cars, and their 
practicability ? 

Mr. Ross—Is this man a competent witness? Is he 
qualified ? 

The Chairman—He has asked him for his observation. <A 
man is competent to relate his own experience, if his ex- 
perience is competent. 

Mr. Ross—He is a statistician of the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe railroad. It seems that ten or fifteen years.ago 
he bought a few cars of lumber to build elevators with. 
Now, how is he competent to tell this commission what the 
effect is of equipping cars in any particular manner with 
stakes? 

The Chairman—He may answer. 

Mr. Peabody—If the pressure on the permanent stakes 
was the same as it was on those side stakes it would have 
been impossible to push the stakes down when it came to 
unloading, without driving them hard, because of the side 
pressure on the stakes. We could not get the wood stakes 
out; we had to chop them out; and we had, I guess, about 
twenty cars. We bought them all, by the way, from Mr. 
Harvey's company. 

At the inception of the grain trade of the west, many 
years ago, even in some sections as late as the ’70s, the 
grain was required by the railroads to be sacked. As the 
cost of the sacking was large and as clevators came to be 
introduced, the railroads introduced the bulk system, doing 
away with the sack, and the convenience of handling re- 
quired that doors should be put in, and it was to their 
advantage to put doors in. On the ‘Pacific coast grain is 
still handled in sacks. 1 think scarcely any grain in Cali- 
fornia is handled in bulk in cars, and there the grain door 
is supplied as a part of the car. 

Q. When the shipping of grain was required in sacks, 
who furnished the sack and paid for it? A. The shipper 
of the grain. ; 

Q. So that when the method of handling the grain 
changed, and they began to handle it through elevators, and 
into the holds of vessels, with appliances for unloading cars 
into one or both, it became beneficial to the railroads to 
change that method of shipment from sacking into bulk? 
A. It could be handled much faster and the cars could be 
handled much quicker. 

Q. Now, in the lumber trade, with the railroads, and 
particularly with our railroad, and with all railroads in 
their incipiency, and still with us, from a railroad point of 
view, is the shipment of lumber, or was it, a box car 
proposition or otherwise? 

Mr. Stone—Wait a moment. I cannot see what the point 
of view of the railroads has to do with it. I object to that 
as incompetent and irrelevant and immaterial. 

The Chairman—He may answer. 


Testifies for the Carriers. 


Mr. Peabody—With us, at all events, it is a box car 
proposition almost exclusively, and so far as I understand 
the matter the lumber trade generally was supposed to be 
supplied with box cars. They have to have some box cars 
as a matter of course, but the, railroads much prefer to 
furnish box cars, as requiring less empty car haul. 

It is a fact, is it not, within your knowledge and ob- 
servation, that from the time the flat car was originally 
demanded in the lumber trade to date the fastenings or 
stakings of the car were supplied’ and paid for by the ship- 
per? A. That I only know by general information. That 
is understood to be the case. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Mr. Paulding—May it please the commission, in the yards 
of one of the railroads here in Washington is a flat car 
equipped with a permanent steel stake of the Harvey type, 
the kind with which the experiments have been made. This 
car has been in actual use upon the Boston & Maine rail- 
road, it being one of the cars which the Boston & Maine 
equipped with that type of stake. It is here, and if the 
commission and counsel or gentlemen on the other side wish 
to go and see it it will give us great pleasure to arrange to 
take anyone down to see it who wishes to go after adjourn- 
ment this afternoon. I thought it was our duty to report 
—_ fact to the commission and ask if it wishes to inspect 

ne car, 

The Chairman—We will consider it. We will decide 
about that when we adjourn, Mr. Paulding. 





A. W. Andrews, of Florence, S. C., general superin- 
tendent of portions of the Atlantic Coast line, was called 
by the defense. 


Q. Please state, Mr. Anderson, what proportion of lumber 
from the mills in your division could be loaded readily into 
box cars? A. I should say, sir, that from 75 to 80 percent 
might be readily loaded in box cars. 

Q. What proportion has been, for the last year, loaded in 
box cars? A. I should say about 65 percent, sir. 

Q. How much in flats? A. Practically all of the balance 
about 33 percent, and maybe 2 percent in gondolas. ‘ 

Q. State what proportion of the cars ordered for the last 
year on your line, or in your division, haye been box, 
flats and dongolas? A. About the same proportion. I do 
not know that we get any orders for gondolas. We get 
orders for flats and box cars in about the same proportion 
65 and 35 percent, I should say, sir. 

Q. So, as a matter of fact, you furnish to the shippers 

all the box cars that they order? Is that what I under- 
stand? A. Yes. 
_Q. You have done that for the last year? A. Yes, prac- 
tically so. Sometimes we are a little short and have diffi- 
culty in furnishing cars. I think we are furnishing what 
they ask for and as a rule are able to do so. 

Q. Do you know whether it costs more to load lumber 
onto a box car than onto a flat? A. Oh, it costs more to 
load onto a box car. 

Q. Have you any idea of the difference in the cost? 
A. I should say it would cost anywhere from 35 to 50 per- 
cent more; probably twice as much. 

Q. You have observed and investigated to find out, and 
I suppose have formed an idea, an opinion, as to what the 
cost is along the line of your road or of your division for 
staking these cars with the wooden stakes; have you? 
A. Yes, sir. So far as the material is concerned, my 
observation is and my information is that the material 
costs little and is of little use for any other purpose. The 
labor, I should say, would probably’ cost 20 or 25 cents 
a car. 
_ Q. What is the difference in the percentage of return loads 
in flats, gondolas and box cars on the line of your road? 
A. We have very little return loading for our flat cars. 
We own a great many flat cars, and have to furnish the 
flat cars that move the business from our territory. In the 
returning of those cars they nearly always come empty; I 
should say probably from 5 to 10 percent, hardly ever "10 
percent, of open cars come back te us under load. We have 
something over 16,000 box cars and probably nearly 6,000 
flat cars. We own very few gondola cars. “We have only 
two classes of equipment—filat cars and ventilated box cars. 

.Q. Please state, if you know, what has been the revenue 
mileage of each class of car. 


This question was objected to as reopening the inter- 
dicted question of rates and after considerable argument 
the witness answered: 


In the case of box cars it is almost twice as much as 
that of flat cars. Our figures show twenty miles for the 
box car and twelve miles for the flat. 

Cost of Steel Staking for a Whole System. 

Q. Have you had any expression of opinion from shippers 
along the line of your road as to the use of permanent 
stakes? A. Yes, sir. The expression from shippers has 
been somewhat diversified. Some of them think they are 
good and some do not think so. The consignees, I think, 
almost without exception have given the opinion that they 
were not practicable; and I can easily understand why. 

_ Now, Mr. Anderson, if an order is made by the 
commission to equip with stakes a sufficient number of 
the Atlantic Coast line flat cars to handle its lumber 
traffic, would that mean necessarily equipping all your flat 
cars?’ A. Yes, sir; if we expected to handle them with 
any degree of economy at all; I should say it would cost 
us , $500,000—that is, with five stakes on the car. If a 
greater number were used the cost would be more, of 
course. I am figuring on five stakes on each side of the 
car, ten stakes to the car. We have about 6,000 flat cars. 
I expect we have more than any other road in the whole 
southeastern country; twice as many as the Pennsylvania. 
The cost per car would be about $65, and of course the 
cost of moving the cars, and the loss of time, and every- 
thing of that kind would have to be taken into considera- 
tion. I estimated that it would take about $350,000 for 
the actual equipping, and I put in $130,000 more for loss 
in time in movement of the cars to the shops and back ete. 
It is, of course, a rough estimate. I do not think the cars 
are practicable at all, sir, for the general uses for which 
they are built. A permanent stake cannot be used to ad- 
vantage for that character of business, because a perma- 
nent stake is certain to get bent or broken; it is certain 
to become disabled, and frequently so. You can scarcely 
use it for logs. I can not imagine your being able to use 
it with any degrees of economy for the unloader, or at 
least for iogs; and in the case of lumber very frequently 
the lumber would weigh so heavily against the stakes that 
it would bend them and work the steel stakes into the 
lumber, and the consequence is that you can not push it 
down or knock it down; you would have to break it. My 
opinion is that it would result in a very serious reduction 
in the number of our flat cars in use. I would like to say 
that, owing to the very rigid rules, I believe you might say 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission in the safety ap- 
pliance act, a large number of our cars have been put out 
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of use for very trivial defects; and if this requirement is 
put into effect we are going to have to have a tremendous 
amount of empty mileage added to what we already have. 
It is going to cost us a great deal of money, and it is going 
to reduce, certainly, the number of cars we have in daily 
use. We can not get around it. 

Probably we are the greatest truck haulers in this coun- 
try. Our line in a given territory, of probably 150 miles, 
handles, according to whether it is a good or a bad season, 
from 2,000 to 8,500 cars of strawberries. In the case of 
every one of these cars, unless they are very lightly loaded 
(and we are trying mighty hard to get our loading heavier 
than it has been in the past), the crates are put in, and 
lath or other material is used in tying them together to 
keep them from knocking about. Strawberries are delicate 
Truit. You have to handle them gently. Nearly every one 
of these cars, I might say all of them, has the strawberries 
fixed in it so that they can not be moved. 

Q. Who pays for that fixture in the car? That is the 
point. A. The shipper. ‘The shippers as a rule do their 
own loading. VPeaches, I think, are handled in the same 
way. 

The cross examination by Mr. Ross was in part as 
follows: 


Q. Considerable lumber moves from the interior to the 
coast, does it not, over your line? <A. Yes; taking that 
line as a whole; yes, sir. We estimate our haul on lumber 
at about 175 miles. ‘ A 

2. A great many of these cars are kept in that business 
between the mills and the coast, are they not, and sent 
back and forth? A. I suppose a great many of those cars 
are sent back and forth; but I should not say that they 
were kept there specifically. We do not assign them to that 
work. On the 175 miles run I should say it would take us 
probably fifteen hours. Again, if they were tied up in the 
yards or something of that kind, it might take us two or 
three days. ; 

Q. But it is safe to say that one of those cars in that 
business will make that trip once a week, is it not, on an 
average? <A. They ought to do so, but I do not know 
whether they will or not. In the case of that export 
lumber we give those dealers, I believe the demurrage 
rules in effect in the south give them ten days for unload- 
ing. Sometimes they take all of the ten days, and more, 
oo, 
ae Of course, they only exercise that right when the 
boat is not there? A. Well, presumably that is the only 
time they exercise it. ; 

Q. You have on your roads, as I understand it, over 
1,000 ears, logging “cars, equipped with Captain Whit- 
worth’s device for holding logs on them; have you not? 
A. Whose? . 

Q. Captain Whitworth’s. <A. I do not know whose it 
is, really. I suppose it is his. ; ) 

OQ. Well. you have a good many of those logging cars? 
A.” We have between 700 and 800 of them, I think, sir. 

Q. And you haul practically all your logs on those cars ; 
do you not? A. No; I would not like to say that we haul 
them all. We haul the largest proportion of them, certain- 
lv: yes, sir. They are equipped with a permanent device, 
and those logging cars are handled by our crews and they 
vo to and from a given point. We have to repair a great 
many of them. ; 7 

Q: As I recall it. the Atlantic Coast line equipped 
about twenty cars with these steel stakes? A. ‘Thirteen, 
according to my recollection, to be accurate. ie 

Q. State whether or not that photograph there shows 
one of your cars equipped with those stakes. ; 

Mr. Andrews—Which stakes—the Harvey stakes? 

Mr. Ross—The Harvey steel stakes. <A. Yes, sir; I 
think that is an Atlantic Coast line car equipped with 
Ilarvey steel stakes. , , : Gate 

Q. ‘And do you recognize that point as being Brunswick ? 
A. No, sir; I do not. : 

©. Do you recognize that as the same car with the 
stakes lowered and the load partially removed? A. No, sir; 
it is not the same car. I recognize it as an Atlantic Coast 
line car, though: and it seems to be equipped with that steel 
stake. ; 

Other photographs were identified by the witness and 
were offered in evidence by the complainants. Witness 
testified further as to the bending and twisting of steel 
stakes. 

Mr. Andrews—Did you say you once owned a saw mill? 
A. No: I said I had had considerable experience in such, 
like a great many other business men in our section of the 
country. : 

A Railroad Official and Lumberman. 


Charles W. Goodyear was called by and on behalf of 
the defendants and testified that he began his business 
life as a lawyer in the city of Buffalo and then was 
a member of the firm of Bissell, Claridge & Goodyear, 
President Cleveland’s old firm. He had been in the 
lumber business about twenty years and is a partner in 
a lumber corporation representing also the interests 
of his late brother, F. H. Goodyear, which corporation 
has property in Pennsylvania in the shape of forests 
and lumber manufacturing establishments. It has three 
mills in Pennsylvania, located, one at Austin, in Potter 
county; another at Gilden, in Potter county, and an- 
other at Medixrun. Their annual output is 200,000,000 
feet of hemlock. 


Q. You still have timber land there—a large amount of 
timber land? <A. We have some; yes, sir. 

Q. You are also connected with lumber companies in the 
south? <A. Yes, sir. We are just beginning our lumbering 
operations there. We have hardly begun except so far as 
the construction of a plant goes, at Bogalusa, La. That 
single plant will have a capacity of about 600,000 feet a day. 

q. You have timber land in Louisiana and Mississippi 
that company has? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I wish you would state whether any particular change 
has oceurred in the lumber business during the twenty years 
you have been in it, as to methods or as to the cost of 
material for staking, or anything of that kind. A. A very 
material change in methods has occurred. Much more 
economical methods have been adopted in late years than 
were in use twenty years ago, when I first went into the 
business. 

Q. The cause for this change and the adoption of more 
economical methods is what, Mr. Goodyear? A. The disap- 
pearance of the timbers of the country, and the advance in 
price which comes from the lessening of the forest area. 

Q. The advance in price of hemlock which you manu- 
facture mainly in Pennsylvania in that twenty years has 
been about what? A. It has been all the way from—well, 
I should say the avernge advance has been about $10 a 
thousand feet. 

@. When you began in the business, who did the staking 
of open cars, the shipper or the railway A. In the lumber 
business generally I should say that the shipper, the lumber- 
man, staked the cars. In our particular business up there 
we have, since I have been connected with it, contracted for 
the operation of the mills, and in that contract it was 
provided in all instances that the operator, the contractor, 
who operated our mills should load the lumber on the cars 
and provide the stakes and do all that sort of thing— 
prepare the ear for shipment. 

@. .1 see. About how much of your output goes to the 
market in open cars, Mr. Goodyear; about what percentage? 
A. I should think 95 percent of it went in open cars. 

(). And the balance, of course, inbox cars? A. Yes, sir. 
I do not know that 95 percent is enough to state as going 
in open cars, gondolas and flats. 








Q. Is the character of the timber that goes in closed cars 
different from that which goes to market in open cars in 
your business? <A. Yes. It is nearly all finished lumber, 
like dressed and matched, or dressed lumber. None of the 
coarser kinds of hemlock go in box cars. The way the cars 
come and the way the supply runs, I should think 75 percent 
of the whole output is carried in gondolas. We do not get 
many flat cars. We ship probably 65 percent: of our lumber 
green,; and I should say that the average load (it is much 
larger than it was a few years ago) might run up to 15,000 
feet a car. Green lumber would weigh about 60,000 pounds, 
or thirty tons. 

Increasing Car Capacity. 

The tendency is to larger cars, cars of larger capacity. 
The coal car of today is a car capable of carrying fifty-five 
tons. It is rated as a 50-ton car, but a percentage of 10 
percent is allowed for loading a car above its marked 
capacity, to the extent of 10 percent. Now, understand, that 
all of the cars in use in the coal trade are not 50-ton cars, 
and all of the cars used in the lumber trade are not 50-ton 
cars. But if you look at the tendency of the roads to 
increase the capacity of their cars it will not be many years, 
apparently, before the general gondola car in use will be a 
oU-ton car. 

Q. Mr. Goodyear, according to your observation about 
how many tons of coal will the gondola car usually carry 
to market that carries about 15,000 feet of lumber, or about 
thirty tons of lumber? A. ‘The modern gondola coal car will 
carry about fifty to fifty-five tons. I think the average load 
of those cars would be fifty tons of coal. The average load 
of lumber would not exceed thirty tons. 

Q. Why would there be that limit? Is it on account of 
tunnels, or space, or something of that kind? A. That 
depends on the destination. Some of the lumber goes to 
points where there are no tunnels. But it is on account of 
the capacity of the car to receive the load. If you will let 
me explain I would like to make myself as clear as possible 
on the subject. 

In many instances a carload of lumber is not of equal, 
uniform size and length. Some sticks in it may be 36 feet 
long, some 24, some 12, 14, 16 feet long. <A great many 
orders of lumber are what are known as mixed carloads of 
lumber. They contain a variety of sizes and lengths. 
* * * All the railroads, of necessity, prescribe a maxi- 
mum hight to which the load can be built up; and if you 
put the 86-foot pieces in the bottom and next some 24s and 
some 12s and 14s you will build a higher load, perhaps, in 
the center, and not a load that covers the whole deck of the 
car. Consequently, the maximum weight on the car is often 
limited by the condition which I have mentioned. 

Q. Assume, Mr. Goodyear, that you are dealing with 
green hemlock, which we have been told weighs about as 
much as any wood, and that it is in the form of sawed 
boards that are loaded properly, and the car is loaded to its 
limit. About how much would that limit exceed thirty tons 
in weight on a 50-ton car? <A. If it is a kind of Tumber 
that would cover the whole deck of the car such a coal 
gondola as I have described I should think would take about 
80,000 pounds, or 40 tons, on a 50-ton car; that is, a long. 
modern coal gondola; or it would be about 20,000 feet of 
lumber. Possibly it might run up sometimes to twenty-two 
or twenty-three tons, but that would be about as much as 
you could get on a gondola with a load that would cover the 
whole deck of the car. 

Q. What is the reason in your business why so large a 
proportion of your lumber goes to market by open cars? Is 
it economical, or is it business, or what is the nature of it: 
or are the reasons various? <A. There is more than one 
reason. One is that lumber is more conveniently and. more 
economically loaded on an open car than in a box ear. 
Another is that the box car is not so easily obtained. A 
great many more gondola cars are adapted to this general 
business of coal, iron ore, lumber, steel rail and a variety 
of transportation than can be used for it. i 

(. It is easier to fill a rush order with an open car than 
it is with a closed car? A. Oh, yes; it takes less time, and 
it is less expensive to load. 


Stakes on a Lumberman’s Railroad. 


Q. Exactly. Referring to stakes that are used to stake 
the open car, Mr. Goodyear, tell the commission what sort of 
stakes you use, how you get them ete. On the line of 
our railroad—I am speaking of the Buffalo & Susquehanna 
railroad—are hardwood mills. Our business is the manufac 
ture of hemlock. Hardwood mills are along the line of road 
which manufacture beech, birch, maple, cherry and ash, and 
usually manufacture whatever white pine grows among the 
hemlock. In the manufacture of that hardwood lumber a 
variety of‘low grade or culled lumber is of beech and maple, 
and we can buy those low grade stakes for less money than 
we sell our hemlock for. Consequently we buy beech and 
maple stakes and stake our cars with that kind of lumber. 
Another reason is that the hardwood stake is stronger and 
secures the load better than the hemlock stake. 

I think we pay about $8 or $9 a thousand at the mill for 
hardwood stakes, say $8 to $10 a thousand. The lumber 
company furnishes the transportation; the distance is short. 

I asked some of our people to advise me what it is costing 
to stake cars, and I got some information on the subject 
from our accounting department, also from some of the 
men who are actually engaged in doing that work. 


Cost of Staking with Wood. 

Q. Without going into the details, Mr. Goodyear, please 
tell us what the cost is of staking a flat car with one tier 
of lumber, the cost for stakes, ties, nails and labor. <A. For 
stakes, eight pieces 4x5x9, 120 feet board measure, at $12 
a thousand, makes $1.44 for the stakes. ‘The ties, 8 pieces 
1x6x10, 40 feet board measure, at $17 a thousand, amount 
to 68 cents. Twelve nails for each set of stakes, 48 nails, 
two-thirds of a pound at 2% cents a pound, amount to 2 
cents. It takes one man one-half hour to do the work, at 18 
cents, 9 cents, or $2.23. Now, that, remember—I want to 
be clear on that—is a car with one tier of lumber on it. 
It is not a car with a load covering the whole deck, that has 
several tiers of lumber on it. Instead of using these ties, 
which are high-priced lumber—and I think the estimate here 
is too high for it; it is more than it costs and more than 
it is worth at the mill—suppose wire is used. The stakes, 
eight pieces 4x5x9 equal 120 feet of board measure at $12, 
$1.44, or the same as it was in the other instance. Wire, 
fifty-seven feet to each set of stakes, 228 feet of wire, five 
pounds at 3 cents a pound, 15 cents. The labor is 9 cents, 
or $1.68, making a saving in favor of the wire instead of 
using the high priced lumber of 55 cents., Now, if you take 
the flat cars, two tiers of lumber instead of one, the cost, 
figuring it on the same basis here, is $3.34; and if you take 
the wire it is $2.52, or a saving of 82 cents by using the 
wire instead of the wooden ties, and so on. I have gone 
along with a number of estimates of the same kind. 

It runs up in the various estimates for staking a car as 
high as $7.78, and the saving by the use of wire in that 
instance is 72 cents, making the cost $7.06, as you will 
see by looking it all through. 


In tabular form Mr. Goodyear’s estimate was offered 
as follows: 


COMPARATIVE COSTS FOR STAKING CARS LOADED WITH LUMBER. 
Flat cars—One tier of lumber: 














Stakes, 8 pes., 4”x5”x9’=120 b. m. ft., at $12...$1.44 
Ties, 8 pes., 1”°x6”x10’=40 b. m. ft., at $17 ss <8 
12 nails each set of stakes 48 nails, or 2 
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Wire, 57’ to each set stakes=228’=5 Ib., at 3 ets. 15 
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Saving by use OF Wire... 0.0... ccs ccc cccsces $ .55 


Flat cars—tTwo tiers of lumber: 
Stakes, 12 pes., 4”x5”x9’/=180 b. m. ft., at $ 
Ties, 12 pes., 1”x6”x10’=60 b. m. ft., at $1 
12 nails each set stakes=72 nails=1 Ib., : 
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Mr. Moot—-Mr. Goodyear, which sort of lumber, ties ete 

would take the bulk of your lumber? [ mean, one tier or 


two tiers, or can you give us any idea? 

Mr. Goodyear—I should think we would ship more 2-tier 
lumber than we would one;“considerably more. In regard 
to the $7 expense of staking the car that I gave, | want to 
state that that is a very small percentage of the number of 
cars that we ship. They are very few; and another thing 
about it is this—unfortunately, it is among the lowest grade 
of lumber that we ship. 

Q. It is a saving, so to speak? A. The lowest grade 
costs the most to stake. That is because the boards in it 
are 6-foot boards. 

(). I suppose the grain-door business is nbt a very exten 
sive part of your business, either; is it? A. No. ~ 

@. That, again, is what you might call salvage to a 
certain extent? A. It is as compared with what we used 
to do, when we took the best and cut that up. Now we are 
saving 4-foot boards in hemlock, which lumbermen think is 
a disgrace to own. 

Q. And the 2-tier gondola really carries more of your 
lumber than any other? <A. I think so. 

Mr. Ross—-What is his average of the 2-tier gondola? 

Mr. Moot—The figures he gives in the case of the 2-tier 
gondola are $1.46 with wire. Do you use any of these 
wooden tie-pieces? 1 see here a large saving by using wire. 
Hlow is that? ; 

Mr. Goodyear—-We do not; not now. I do not think we 
have been using wire more than two or three years. 








Preferences in Equipment. 


Q. And is there any preference one way or the other in 
favor of closed or open cars in connection with any delay in 
loading? <A. Well, the box car—speaking of lumber loaded 
out of the yard-——-would take longer to load than the open 
car. The box car only has a door in each side, which is 
comparatively a narrow door. Perhaps it might be five to 
six feet wide; I do not know just how much those doors 
measure, They vary somewhat in width, too. So that 
employees in loading lumber off a pile of lumber have to 
shove it down into a narrow space, and the man inside of 
the car must take care of it and pile it up; whereas on a 
gondola car or a flat car you can shove the lumber off the 
pile down the whole length of it. For that reason it takes 
more labor and more time to load it. 

4). Is there any preference one way or the other as 
between the two kinds of cars on the ‘part of consignees, 
or any reason for any preference on their part? Do they 
ever express any in making their orders? <A. I have no 
knowledge of it. Jf they do, it does not come to me. 


After an informal colloquy between counsel certain 
photographs were handed to Mr. Goodyear. 


Mr. Moot—Now, Mr. Goodyear, I showed you once before 
some photographs of my friend showing a permanent stake 
that has been tried here. By looking at these you will see 
the differences very quickly. ‘ 

lr. Goodyear (atter examining photographs)—yYes; I 
have seen them. Muay I ask whether these are the stakes? 
(Indicating stakes in the room.) 


Witness examined some of the stakes on exhibit in 
room, the working of which was explained to him. 
| Next week’s installment of the hearing will begin 


with a resumption of Mr. Goodyear’s testimony.— 
EDITOR. | 
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WEEK’S RECORD OF CHANGES, 
INCORPORATIONS. 


Alabama. 


Jasper—The Cranford Lumber Company, authorized capi- 
tal $5,000; S. Cranford, A. Cranford and J. M. Cranford. 





California. 
Hollywood—The Sunset Planing Mill Company, authorized 
capital $10,000. 
Florida. 


Jacksonville—The Hunter Lumber Company, authorized 
capital $25,000; D. Ilunter, D. Hunter, jr. and F. P. Flem- 
ing, jr. 

Tllinois. 


Cairo—The Schuh-Mason Lumber Company, authorized 
capital $25,000; J. P. Schuh, O. A. Mason and H. 8. Candee. 
Indian Territory. 

Ardmore—The WKennerly-Spragins Hardware «& nant 
Company, authorized capital $100,000; S. J. Kennerly, J , 
Spragins and F. EF. Montee. 

Westville—The Oklahoma Land & Lumber Company, au- 
thorized capital $10,000. 


Iowa. 


Cedar Rapids—'The Prince Rupert Timber Company, au 
ihurizcd capital $200,000; A. C. Voss and others, 
Louisiana. 
Monroe— The Monroe Wagon Company, authorized capital 
$25,000; I. Seott, R. B. Blanks and W. 8. Kilpatrick. 
Michigan. 
Jackson— The Cedar Creek Land & Lumber Company; R. 
l.. Metz, H. E. Cook and LV. O. Belcher. 
Mississippi. 
Bassfield—The Bassfield Lumber Company, authorized cap 
ital $10,000; D. J. Sutherland and EF. A. Hyde. 
Liberty—-The Liberty Lumber Company, authorized capi 
tal $10,000; W. H. Jackson, E. H. Westbrook and others 


Nebraska. 
Newport——The Myers-Gaines Lumber Company, authorized 
capital $25,000; I. L. Myers and A. A. Gaines. 
New Jersey. 
Palisades Vark —Parkyn & Sons, authorized capital 350, 
ooo 


New York. 


Brooklyn—The Acme Column Company, authorized capital 
$30,000. 

Lawrence, L. I.—The Rush Creek Lumber Company, au- 
thorized capital $10,000; G. W. Gilliam, F. R. Merrall and 
W. W. Genet. 

New York—The Atlas Company, authorized capital $200, 
000; R. K. Forth, H. 8S. Smith and H. Gladwin. 

New York—The New York Trim Company, authorized capi 
tal $12,000. 

New York—The Wilson Desk Company, authorized capital 
$25,000, 

Oregon. 


Albany—The Albany Furniture Memutecturing Company, 
authorized capital $15,000; J. MacNeill, J. M. Gilkison and 
fl. P. Hanson. 

Portland—The Clear Creek Lumber Company, authorized 
capital $10,000; J. F. Boothe, T. V. Ward and W, C. 
Knighton. : 

Pennsylvania. 

Pittsburg—The Grand River Lumber Company, authorized 
capital $3,500,000, 

Texas. 


Grand Saline—The Grand Saline Mill & Lumber Company, 
authorized capital $10,000 ; T. H. Peery, J. A. Germany and 


Ss. B. Maupin. : 
Washington. 


Pittsburg—The Pittsburg Shingle Company, 
capital $10,000; P. H. Johns and BE. E. Ward. 

Rainier—The Bob-White Lumber Company, authorized cap 
ital $100,000; W. H. White, F. L. Hale and R. Pettit. 

Skykomish—The Skykomish Lumber Company, authorized 
capital $250,000; C. D. Danaher, L. T. Danaher, C. M. 
Alber and others. 

Tacoma—The Local Lumber & Supply Company, author 
ized capital $15,000; P. HU. Johns, E. B. Annis and B. C. 


Flory. 
” West Virginia. 


Wheeling—The McDonald Planing Mill Company, woe: 
ized capital $25,000; G. M. McDonald, J. T. McDonald, F. 
Cox and others. 


Wisconsin. 


Marinette—The Goodman Lumber Company, 
capital $500,000. 


BUSINESS CHANGES. 


Alabama. 
Fruithurst——-Andrew & Grant have been succeetled by the 
Fruithurst Manufacturing Company. 
Sterrett—J. B. Turner is out of the lumber business. 
Vick—It is reported that the Hunnicutt-Neal Lumber 
Company has sold its entire plant and holdings to J. W 
Itunnicutt for $125,000. 


authorized 


authorized 








Arkansas. 


Blevins—J. DD. Kilgore has removed to Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

El Dorado——The Arkansas Lumber & Manufacturing Com- 
pany is out of business at this point. 

Jonesboro—The Townley Shingle Company has been suc 
ceeded by the Michark Shing! e Company. 

Siloam Springs—E. T. Wisner has changed style to the 
kK. 'T. Wisner & Son Lumber Company. 

Washington—A change in ownership has been made in 
the Washington Gin & Lumber Company. 


California. 
Riverside—The Cresmer Manufacturing Company has sold 
its mill. 
Colorado. 


Boulder—Ernest Grill & Co. have been succeeded by the 
Ernest Grill Lumber Company. 

Montrose-—-The Montrose Lumber Company has been suc- 
ceeded by the Independent Lumber Company, of Grand Junc- 
tion. 


Georgia. 


Augusta-—The Augusta Box & Manufacturing Company 
recently entered the field. 

Jainbridge—The Highland Lumber Company has been suc 
ceeded by W. H. Krause, who will continue under the old 
name, 

Bladen—The Crawford Lumber Company is closing out at 
this point. 

Cartersville—The Cartersville Lumber Company is out of 
the lumber business. 

Long Pond—J. W. & William Calhoun have been succeeded 
by J. W. Calhoun. 


& Co. 


— 


NEW FIRMS, INCORPORATIONS, NEW MILLS AND CASUALTIES. 


Tennille—The Tennille Coffin & Casket Company has filed 

a petition in bankruptcy. 
daho. 

Marrison—The Harrison Lumber & Box Company is clos- 
ing out. 

Moscow—The Madison Lumber Company has been suc- 
ceeded by the Madison Lumber & Mill Company. 

Weiser—Thomas E. Kelley bas been succeeded by the 
Weiser Lumber Company. rae 

Illinois. 

De Soto—The Stotlar-Herrin Lumber Company is out of 
the lumber business at this point. 

Freeport—A receiver has been appointed for the Robinson 
Manufacturing Company. 

Macomb—The W. E. Terry Lumber Company, of Gales- 
burg, sold out its yard in this city to Foulke & Simral and 
Charles Hanan. 

Mound City—A. L. Bartlett has been appointed receiver 
of the Metal Bound Package Company. 

Paris—Walter & John Logan recently entered the lumber 
business at this point. ; 

Indiana. 


Floyds Knobs—The Floyds Knobs Box & Lumber Company 
recently entered the lumber business. 


Iowa. 


Fremont—The Rand Lumber Company is out of business. 
Knierim—F. R. Anderson & Co. are out of the lumber 
business. 
Kansas. 


Olivet—The Olivet Lumber & Hardware Company has 
changed style to the Olivet Elevator & Lumber Company. 


Louisiana. 


New Orleans—-Hobson & Redden have been succeeded by 
W. W. Hobson. 
Massachusetts. 
Boston—Carlyle Patterson has been succeeded by Carlyle 
latterson & Co. 
Taunton—The E. J. Salisbury Company. is reported as 
having assigned. 


Michigan. 

Bellevue—F. M. Mulvaney has been succeeded by the 
Ilager Lumber & Coal Company. 

Benton Harbor—Wallace A. Preston has bought the plant 
of the Peninsula Lumber Company. 

Lindstrom—A. Erlandson has been succeeded by Charles 
Andrews. 

Tustin—C. Edgette is out of the lumber business. 


Minnesota. 


Mankato--The Independent Lumber Company is open for 
business. ; 
Mississippi. 
Greenwood—The D. A. Welch Lumber Company has de 
creased its capital stock from $100,000 to $25,000. 
Yazoo City—The Maley Hardwood Lumber Company re- 
cently entered the lumber business at this point. 


Missouri. 


Gorin—Seth 8S. Silver has sold out at this point. 

Kansas City—The Black Bayou Lumber Company is out 
of business. 

Manchester—L. R. Reifschneider has changed style to the 
Manchester Lumber Company. 

St. Louis—H. L. MecGavic has removed his office to 1116 
Lumbermen’s building. 

Montana. 


Somers—The John O'Brien Lumber Company has changed 
its name to the Somers Lumber Company. 


Nebraska. 


Lincoln—-T -. Francis-MeMillan Company has - been suc 
ceeded by Uel S. McMillan. 

Lincoln—Robert McGinnis is out of business. 

Newport—E. L. Myers has been succeeded by the Myers 
Gaines Lumber Company, Incorporated, with capital stock 
of $24,000. 





“A 


New Jersey. 


Dumont—-William 8S. Ferdon has been succeeded by the 
Dumont Coal & Lumber Company. 
Newark—The E. P. Backus Lumber Company has sold out 
to James Crowell. 
‘alisades Park—A. I. Parkyn has been succeeded by 
Parkyn & Sons. f 
New Mexico. 


Lake Arthur—The Lake Arthur Lumber Company has 
been succeeded by the Lake Arthur Lumber & Hardware 
Company. 

Tucumcari—The Sanders Lumber Company recently en- 
tered the lumber business. 


New York. 


Buffalo—Charles A. Cyphers has been succeeded by the 
Model Incubator Company. 


North Dakota. 


Hettinger—The Western Lumber & Grain Company, of 

Vowman, is opening a yard here. 
Ohio. 

Bethel—The Bethel Coal & Lumber Company has sold out 
to Steelman & Pattison. 

Bucyrus—The Bucyrus Lumber Company is out of busi- 
ness. 

Cincinnati—The Morrison & Snodgrass Company will dis 
solve and go out of business. 

Miamisburg—Thomas J. Kauffman has been appointed re 
ceiver for the Kauffman Buggy Company. 


Oklahoma. 


Headrick—B. C. Majors has sold out to William Cameron 


Oregon. 


Athena—-The Tum-A-Lum Lumber Company has bought 
the yard of the Umatilla Lumber Company. 

Union—The Lloyd Lumber Company has sold out to the 
Union Lumber Company. 

Woodburn—Hertzler & Haskell have been succeeded by 
the Abiqua Lumber Company. 


Pennsylvania. 


4 ~ Smyers & McDonald have been succeeded by 

. W. Smyers. 

Philadelphia—The William E. Howes Company has been 
aaa yy the Terminal Lumber & Coal Company. 


South Dakota. 


Cavour—J. F. Costello has sold out to F. R. Brumwell. 
Dallas—The Radak Lumber Company recefitly entered the 
lumber business here. 
Tennessee. 


Johnson City—The Buck & Snodgrass Lumber Company 
has increased its capital stock from $15,000 to $25,000. 
Sparta—Crout & Baker have dissolved. 


Texas. 


Bangs—E. H. Flynn has been succeeded by the Leeper- 
Wyatt Lumber Company. 


Clinton—The Washita Lumber Company has increased its 
capital stock from $10,000 to $50,000 

Dallas—J. T. Elliott is out of business. 

Dayton—The Dayton Lumber Company is out of business, 

Ferris—J. T. Elliott is out of business. 

Houston—A receiver has been appointed for the Texas 
Lumber & Manufacturing Company. 

Nacogdoches—The Blount Lumber Company is out of busi- 
ness, 

Wallis—Brandt & Harris have been succeeded by the Wal- 
lis Lumber Company. 

Yorktown—W. L. Rudd has been succeeded by the York- 
town Lumber Company. 


Washington. 


Rockcut—The Walsh Lumber Company has undergone » 
change in ownership. 

Seattle—The Woody Lumber Company has been succeeded 
by the B. F. Nudd Lumber Company. 

Tacoma—The Independent Mill mw has increased its 
capital stock from $20,000 to $25,006 


Wisconsin. 


Blair—R. Thompson has sold out to Thomas Hogan. 
Marinette—The Lieber & Noel Manufacturing Company 
has changed style to the Lieber Shingle Company. 





NEW MILLS AND EQUIPMENT. 





California. 


San Diego—The Benson Lumber Company has completed 
the building of its planing mill at a cost of $30,000. It is 
= building a saw mill in connection with the planing 
mill. 

Georgia. 


Toccoa—The Toccoa Furniture Company is building two 
furniture factories to cost about $9,000, and the machinery 
to be installed will cost about $12,000. 


Idaho, 

Bonners Ferry—The Schooner Cooperage & Box Manu 
facturing Company will build a plant for the manufacture 
of buckets, barrels, boxes and tubs to cost about $40,000. 

Sand Point—The Humbird Lumber Company, whose plant 
was destroyed by fire, has = the rebuilding of the 
mill. The mill will have a daily capacity of 180,000 feet 
in a 10-hour day and will employ about 500 men. 


Illinois. 


Mount Carmel—M. P. MecDaniel’s hub factory, which 
burned last August, will be rebuilt and in operation by the 
first of the coming year. The plant will cost about $30,- 
Ooo, 

Louisiana. 


Port Barre—The Labarre-Riggs Cypress Company, recently 
organized, will build a saw mill with a daily capacity of 
80,000 feet. The mill will be uptodate in every respect. 


South Carolina. 

Robbins Neck—-Mann & Parker, of Baltimore, Md., have 
completed the building of their mill at this place. It has a 
daily capacity of 40,000 feet. They have also built a log- 
ging road about two miles into their timber. 


Tennessee. 


Nashville—The large veneering plant being built in West 
shville by the Fred W. Black Lumber Company, of Chi- 
cago, Ill., is progressing rapidly and will soon be ready for 
operation. 

Nashville—The Nashville Hardwood Flooring Company 
has installed new machinery in its mill, including a 1,000- 
horsepower engine. 








Texas. 


_ Lee's Mill—The Newton Lumber Company, of Houston, 
is building a mill at this point. 


Washington. 


Tacoma—The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company has 
taken out a permit ae the erection of a dry kiln which will 
cost about $6,000. 

Wisconsin. 


Marinette—The Goodman Lumber Company, recently or- 
ganized with a capital stock of $500,000, will build a town 
on the Soo railroad between Dunbar and Armstrong creek. 
The Goodman Company is backed by many of the stock- 
holders of the Sawyer Goodman Company, of Marinette. 


CASUALTIES. 








Arkansas. 


Chester—The plant of the St. Louis Stave & Lumber Com- 
pany was recently destroyed by fire. Loss, $10,000; no in- 
surance. 

Hamburg—A large dry kiln at the plant of the Dunaway 
Lumber mn was destroyed by fire November 12. 

Imboden ire destroyed the plant of the Kilpatrick Lum- 











FIRST ANNUAL 


CEMENT SHOW 


Under the Auspices of the 
CEMENT PRODUCTS EXHIBITION CO. 


Coliseum, Chicago, Dec. 17-21, ’07 


THERE WILL BE 


Elaborate displays of ce- 
ment products, 


Instructive literature, 
Profitable discussions, 
Cement machinery, Beautiful decorations, 
Competent demonstra- Fine music, and 

tors, Lots of enthusiasm. 

If you want to learn something about Cement do not miss 


the exhibition. Space is rapidly filling up. 
cg * blanks and diagrams may be obtained of 


L. FEST, Manager, 
New PI Hotel. CHICAGO. 
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Timber Loans 


We are prepared to make 
loans in amounts of $500,000 
and upwards secured by first 
mortgage on high grade, 
accessible standing timber 
owned by established, going 
lumber companies. 

Correspondence and per. 
sonal interviews invited. 


DEVITT, TREMBLE & CO. 


BANKERS 
First National Bank Bldg., 


CHICAGO. 








Bankers 


And Lumbermens 
Bank 


Corner Second and Stark Sts. 


PORTLAND, OREGON. 





Capital Stock, $250,000.00 





Among the lumbermen who are stock- 
holders are the following : 

JOUN W. BLODGETT, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
ARTHUR HILL, Saginaw, Mich. 

W. W. MITCHELL, Cadillac, Mich. 

kk. N. SALLING, Manistee, Mich. 

Ss G. W. EARLE, Lermansville, Mich. 

G. K. WENTWORTH, Chicago, Ill. 

A. W. COOK, Brookville, Va. 

W. H. WHITE, Boyne City, Mich. 

J. WENTWORTH, Bay City, Mich. 

N. PD. WHEELER, Endeavor, Da. 

G. FF. WATSON, Tionesta, Da. 

W. B. MERSEREAU, Portville, N.Y. 

L. J. WENTWORTH, Vortland, Ore. 

W. E. WHEELER, VPortville, N. Y. 

J. bk. WHEELER, Portland, Ore. 

c. «. BARKER, Vortland, Ore. 

J. Hl. COOK, Portland, Ore. 


Ik. S. COLLINS, Ostrander, Wash. 
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ber Company November 15, with loss of $7,500; small in- 
surance. : 
Indiana. 


_ Evansville—A fire in the plant of the Evansville Dimen- 
sion Company caused about $10,000 damage, November 19; 
covered by insurance. 

Iowa. 

East Peru—The plant of the Peru Lumber Company was 

destroyed by fire November 16, causing a loss of $10,000. 
Louisiana. 

Bassfield—The plant of the Carraway Lumber Company, 
located near here, was destroyed by fire November 18, with 
loss of $7,000. 

Michigan. 


Cadillace—D. B. Kelly’s handle factory was burned to the 

ground November 18. Loss, $10,000; insurance, $4,500. 
Minnesota. 

New Duluth—wW. H. Rieckhoff’s box factory was destroyed 
by fire November 17, with loss of $15,000 to $20,000; par- 
tial insurance. 

Mississippi. 

Hattiesburg—The Model Table Company suffered a loss by 
fire recently. 

Missouri. 

Thompson—The La Crosse Lumber Company's plant was 
destroyed by fire November 21, with loss of $7,000; insur 
ance, $4,550. 

North Carolina. 


Fayetteville—The saw mill of the Fayetteville Wooden- 
ware Company was burned recently with loss estimated at 
$7,000; covered by insurance. 

Supply—The saw mill belonging to R. W. MeKeithan was 


damaged by fire to the extent of $3,000, November 13. 





Ohio. 


Fremont—tThe plant of the West Wood Turning Company 
was destroyed by fire November 16. ‘The loss is $10,000; 
small insurance? 

Pennsylvania. 


Apollo—Damage to the extent of $20,000 was done to the 
plant of the Apolla Cooperage Company by fire November 
18; insurance about’ $10,000. 

Texas. 
_ Dekalb—A. G. Crump’s lumber yard was destroyed by fire 
November 16, causing a loss of $3,500; insurance, $700. 
Virginia. 

Holland—The saw mill belonging to A. A. Holland was 
damaged to the extent of $1,800 by fire November 16; no 
insurance. 

_ Norfolk—The enploston of a battery of boilers at mill 
No. 1 of the John L. Roper Lumber Company, November 20, 
resulted in the death of seven men and seriously injured a 


number of others. 
Washington. 


KElma—A dry kiln at the plant of the White Star Lumber 
Company was destroyed by fire November 19, with loss of 
$10,000, 

Wisconsin. 

Bruce—$100,000 worth of lumber in the yard of the 
Beldenville Lumber Company was destroyed by fire Novem- 
ber 19; insurance about $100,000, 


BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 
Manitoba. 
Winnipeg—The Rat Portage Lumber Company's sash and 


door plant was destroyed by fire November 22, causing a 
loss of $125,000; covered by insurance. 


A WEEK’S GRIST OF LUMBER EMBARRASSMENTS. 


Gap Between Liabilities and Assets Widens. 

It is not possible at this time to determine the exact 
status of the bnterrelated affairs of the Kelley Lumber & 
Shingle Company, of Traverse City, Mich, the C. W. 
Restrick Lumber Company, of Detroit, Mich., and Flanner & 
Reeves, of Toledo, Ohio. The latter concern has not as yet 
made any published statement of its condition and late 
reports indicate that the gap between liabilities and assets 
has widened instead of narrowed. 

On Tuesday of this week S82 percent of the direct obli- 
gations of the C. W. Restrick Lumber Company were rep- 
resented at a meeting of the creditors held at Detroit and 
a statement of what was accomplished will be mailed to all 
creditors within a day or two. ‘The inventory of the 
Restrick company showed assets of S8627,000; direct lia 
bilities of $524,000. 
are certain indirect liabilities the amounts of which are not 
known at this time. These indirect liabilities come from 
interchanges of bank credit between the ©. W. Restrick 
Lumber Company, the Kelley Lumber & Shingle Company 
and Flanner & Reeves. It is said that the embarrassments 
of the Kelley Lumber & Shingle Company and Flanner & 
Reeves, both of which were noted in our last issue, are the 
direct cause of the suspension of the C. W. Restrick Lumber 
Company. According to the inventory which has been filed 
the net worth of the assets of the C. W. Restrick Lumber 
Company, over all liabilities of every nature, is $119,000. 
This sum would remain after taking care of all obligations. 


To be added to these direct liabilities 


A majority of the creditors of the company are in favor of 
leaving affairs in the hands of Mr. Restrick and allowing him 
to conduct the business. 

A formal agreement was drawn up at the creditors’ meet- 
ing, by the terms of which a majority of the shares of the 
Cc. W. Restrick Lumber Company are to be placed in the 
hands of three of the principal creditors, these creditors to 
constitute a board of directors to act as trustees for the 
equal benefit of all the creditors, and to have charge of all 
funds that may be realized in the liquidation of its affairs. 
This agreement, if it becomes effective, will be signed by at 
least 75 percent of the creditors who are bound by its terms 
not to take any steps to force payment prior to August 1, 
1908. 

Acme Box Company Affairs. 

Derrorr, Micu., Nov. 22.-—The Acme Box Company has 
announced that all connections whatever have been severed 
between the company and Douglas D. Flanner and Henry 

Reeves, formerly majority stockholders and president 
and secretary-treasurer respectively of the company. 

The business conducted for two years past under the 
name of the Acme Box Company was formerly owned by 
Arthur Yeomans and run under the name of the Yeomans 
Box Company. Financial difficulties, due to the failure of 
the American Box & Lumber Company, placed Mr. Yeomans 
under obligations to Flanner & Keeves. Vending the pay- 
ment of these obligations the capital stock and offices of 
the company were turned over to Flanner & Reeves, who 
were to reconvey to Mr. Yeomans on payment of the in- 
debtedness. Fred H. Yeomans, acting for the box company, 
has effected a complete settlement with Flanner & Reeves, 
paying off all the indebtedness. The entire capital stock 
except ten shares is now owned by Arthur and Fred 1. 
Yeomans in equal shares. E. J. Marshall holds ten shares 
to qualify him as an officer. : - 

The officers of the company are: President, Arthur Yeo- 
mans; vice president, kk. J. Marshall; secretary-treasurer, 
Fred Hf. Yeomans. ‘The business of the company has been 
advancing rapidly during the past year under the direction 
of the Yeomans. ‘The present change is formal only and 
will not affect the policy of the company. 


Breech of Contract Alleged. 


A press dispatch from Memphis, Tenn., states that the 
Alabama Lumber & Shingle Company has instituted suit in 
the circuit court against the Bluff City Lumber Company, ot 
Pine Bluff, Ark., and J. B. Yorke, by which it is sought to 
recover $25,000. The allegation is made that the amount is 
due because of a breach of contract. 

Temporary Receiver Appointed. 

Sr. Joun, N. B., Nov. 22.—R. G. Haley, of this city, has 
been appointed temporary receiver of the A. L. Wright 
Lumber Company, of Cloverdale. The liabilities of the com- 
pany amount to about $100,000 and assets to $80,000. 


Value of Assets Were Placed Too Low. 

A report from Murfreesboro, Tenn., says that an ex- 
pert has been examining the assets and liabilities of W. 
B. Earthman & Co. and has issued a statement showing 
that the assets of the firm exceed the liabilities by $268,- 
000. This was done, it is claimed, after placing a very 
low estimate on the assets. 

Files Attachment Against Supplies. 

VANCOUVER, WASH., Nov. 238.—The Vancouver Lumber 
Company has filed an attachment against the rails, ties 


and spikes of the Washington Railway & Power Company, 
which is constructing a street car system in this city This 
action was taken to secure a debt of $1,737.21 contracted 
by the railway company. 


No Specified Time Stated in Contract. 


IIOQUIAM, WaASH., Noy. 20 J. J. Johnson, of Montesano, 
who is being sued by the Willapa Lumber Company, of South 
Bend, for the alleged nonfulfillment of a contract signed by 
him for the delivery of a certain amount of logs, alleges 
that as there was no time specified in the contract the 
company can not collect damages. 


Lumber Companies the Largest Creditors. 


Forry Fort, Pa., Nov. 22.—The Goff Lumber Company, 
of Wilkesbarre, and the West Lumber Company, of Plymouth, 
were the largest creditors of G. Il. Moore & Son, who filed 
a petition in bankruptcy with liabilities of $11,810.08 and 
assets of $5,047.00, 


Creditors Bring Action. 


New York, N. Y., Nov. 21.— William Whitmer & Co., Stet 
son, Cutler & Redmond and Frederick W. Cole, who are 
creditors to the amount of $15,000, have filed a petition in 
bankruptey against Charles J. Geiser, a lumber dealer do 
ing business in Brooklyn The creditors brought this action 
believing that the defendant would not be able to make 
certain payments 


Mantle Company Files Petition. 


New York, N. Y., Nov. 22.—-Kleinfeld, Goodstein & Kapal 
owitceh, who did business under the style of the American 
Mantel Company, have filed schedules in bankruptey showing 
liabilities of S20,S30 and assets of $6,735 , 


Large Failure in Maine. 


BANGOR, Me., Nov. 23 One of the heaviest failures known 
in this section is that of M. E. Sprague, a lumber manufac 
turer of Drew, who made an assignment to Nathaniel M 
Jones and EF. C. Ryder, of Bangor, for the benefit of his 
creditors. Ilis liabilities aggregate $350,000 and it is 
stated that the assets will come up to that amount Mi 
Sprague states that his failure is due to his inability to 
renew his paper which is held by banks in Maine and Massa 
chusetts. The larger part of Mr. Sprague’s paper is signed 
by James A. Wood, of Boston, Muss Mr. Wood made an 
assignment yesterday, but his liabilities and assets are not 
known, 

Sues for Fire Insurance. 

SEATTLE, WASH, Nov. 20.--The Port Blakeley Mill Com 
pany, of Port Blakeley, in a motion denying the jurisdiction 
of the federal court moves to have tits fire loss cases re 
manded for trial in the superior court at Kitsap county 
Nine companies are involved in’ the motion. About two 
months ag the company sued to collect the face value of 
the policies. The defendants took a transfer to the federal 
court and the effort is now to have the cases brought on 
for hearing before the home county court of the plaintiff. 


Litigation Fast Eating Up Estate. 

Eau ChLAinge, Wis., Nov. 22.--A case attracting much at 
tention at the present time is that of N. C. Foster, a mil- 
lionaire of Fairenild, against the last will of his brother, 
the late ©. Foster. In a will dated in 1892 he left his 
estate to his nephew, Dennis B. Foster. Dennis Foster died 
two years ago and his widow is now fighting the case. 
Owing to the litigation the estate has been cut down from 
$40,000 to $10,000, 





Asks for Better Transportation Rate. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Nov. 19.—-The case of Adams & Ray 
mond, a veneer firm of this city, vs. the Big Four, the Van- 
dalia, the Pennsylvania and the Lake Erie & Western rail 
road companies is being tried before W. J. Wood, a member 
of the state railroad commission. The veneer company 
asks for a cheaper rate on thin cut lumber. The present 
rate on veneer and thin cut lumber is the same, although 
the thin lumber is less valuable. 





NEW HOO-HOO VICEGERENTS. 

Ki. Kh. Elsworth, manager of the Carlton Lumber Com 
pany, Carlton, Ore., has been appointed vicegerent snark 
of Hoo-Hoo for the northern district of Oregon, and 
Kdgar Hafer, manager of the Medford Lumber & Box 
Company, Medford, Ore., has been named as vicegerent 
snark for the southern district of Oregon. These ap- 
pointments will meet with favor among the Hoo-Hoo of 
Oregon, as both are well known lumbermen and loyal 
Iloo-Hoo, who will be willing to devote as much time as 
necessary to the order during the coming year. 





HOO-HOO DAY AT THE BEAUMONT RACES. 

BEAUMONT, TEx., Nov. 23.—The Hoo-Hoo of this city 
are preparing for a big time next Saturday, that being 
Hoo-Hoo day at the races. Grand Snark Bonner and 
all other officials and leading members in Texas will be 


present. The races open Monday and continue through 
the week. Beaumont is in gala attire in honor of the 
occasion. 
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AN EMERGENCY MAN—(Concluded from Front Page). 


road, which were practically the same as those of the 
logging company, completed the railroad around Lake 
Whateom to Wickersham, making a connection with 
the Northern Pacifie railway, and organized the Bell- 
ingham Bay & Eastern railroad, which operated with 
the same officers as those of the logging company, 
with the exception that Mr. Donovan was the man- 
ager of this road, which was sold a year later to the 
Northern Pacific railway. 

From 1898 to 1901 the Lake Whatcom Logging Com- 
pany sold its logs on Puget sound, but that year it was 
decided to build a mill, and the Larson Lumber Com- 
pany was organized for this purpose, with Peter Lar- 
son president, J. J. Donovan vice president and J. H. 
Bloedel secretary, treasurer and manager. At this 
time Mr. Donovan was associated with the Bellingham 
3uy Improvement Company and its railroad, the Bell- 
ingham Bay & British Columbia railroad, as manager, 
leaving the active operations of logging and lumber 
manufacturing eutirely in the hands of Mr. Bloedel. 
In 1906 Mr. Donovan retired from the management of 
the other interests and has since devoted his time to 
the logging operations of the Larson Lumber Company. 

The first plant built by the Larson Lumber Company 
consisted of a double circular saw mill with a capacity 
of 100,000 feet daily, and a large shingle mill. In the 
fall of 1906 construction was begun on a large mill 
equipped with an 11-foot band, a large gang, a hori- 
zontal and a vertical resaw, and a large edger. This 
plant, which has a capacity of 150,000 feet in ten 
hours, was completed during the summer of 1907. In 
October, 1906, the Larson Lumber Company bought 
the shingle mill of the Hastings Shingle Company, lo- 
cated just adjoining its plant on Lake Whatcom, and 
about the same time also purchased the timber hold- 
ings and shingle mill of the Belfast Shingle Company, 
south of Bellingham. Its entire capacity is at present 
about 750,000 shingles a day and 250,000 feet of lum- 
ber. Its timber holdings, which are owned by the 
Lake Whatcom Logging Company corporation, con- 
sist of about 27,000 acres, estimated to bear 1,500,0u0,- 
000 feet of old growth yellow fir and cedar timber, 
lying in practically a solid block in Skagit and What- 
com counties, through which the company operates 
twenty-two miles of railroad extending from the head 
of Lake Whateom to Lake Samish and thence south 
to Bellview. Part of this timber—10,000 acres—was 
purchased several years ago from the late Gen, Russell 
A. Alger, of Michigan, by Mr. Bloedel. 

The Larson Lumber Company’s plant on Lake What- 
com is kept in excellent shape, the buildings being 


painted and the yard kept clean, the entire property 
being surrounded by a picket fence. At the entrance 
to the grounds stands the fine new office of the com- 
pany, surrounded by a picturesque lawn. The office 
building contains a large general office and several 
private offices, all finished in the native woods of the 
north coast, showing their fine grain and texture and 
ability to retain stains to the very best advantage. 

Mr. Bloedel married October 22, 1898, in Bellingham, 
Miss Mina Louise Prentice, formerly of Saginaw, 
Mich., where her people were engaged in lumber man- 
ufacturing and shipping on the Great Lakes. They 
have three children: Prentice Harold, aged 7, Lawrence 
Hodgkiss, aged 5, and baby Charlotte, 2 years of age. 

Mr. Bloede]l is a member of the Masonic order, in- 
cluding the blue lodge, chapter and commandery, at 
Bellingham, as well as the consistory of the Scottish 
rite bodies. He has never taken any interest in 
politics, being too busy with business matters, but is 
ever ready to assist in any movement for the better- 
ment of his home town, county or state, and is always 
active in lumber association work, being a director of 
the Pacific Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, 
and for the last year or two chairman of its railroad 
committee. 

From the inception of the present contest Mr. Bloe- 
del has been found to be one of the most efficient of 
those actively representing the Pacific Coast Lumber 
Manufacturers’ Association and the mills of Wash- 
ington and Oregon in the litigation directed against 
the railroads in the attempted indefensible advance in 
rates, and no one has worked more faithfully in be- 
half of the interests which he has championed. The 
arguments in his affidavit previously cited involved 
incisive statistics and their application to the points 
at issue that constituted a substantial aid to the wealth 
of similar statements presented by other lumbermen 
under the leadership of the chairman of the committee 
on litigation, C. F. White, of Cosmopolis, Wash. 

At the present time Mr. Bloedel is a member of the 
committee of lumbermen representing this association in 
charge of the fight that is being made to prevent the 
advanced railroad freight rates on lumber being put 
into effect. It was in recognition of his ability as a 
worker and his many earnest efforts in behalf of the 
interests of the lumbermen that he was put on this 
committee. Personally Mr. Bloedel is most eompan- 
ionable, and at association meetings and other public 
meetings he is a clear, concise and straightforward 
speaker; in fact, he may be taken as a type of the 
best blood among the young and successful lumber 
manufacturers of the north Pacific coast. 





SHIPMENTS FROM 


NortH TONAWANDA, N. Y., Nov. 25.—Unless one or 
two more cargoes of lumber are forwarded to Roches- 
ter before the close of the season on the Erie canal, 
the shipments from the Tonawandas over this impor- 
tant commercial waterway will be at an end for 1907. 
Even should a few more cargoes leave the Tonawandas 
yet this season it would not materially affect the to- 
tal shipments for the year, the smallest in the amount 
of lumber forwarded from the Tonawandas since 1873. 
The shipments of lumber since the canal opened on 
May 1 of last spring up to date have been 98,141,301 
feet. In 1873 the shipments amounted to 89,273,285 
feet, but not during any of the following seasons until 
this year have they shown less than 100,000,000 feet. 
It was not an infrequent occurrence for the Tona- 
wandas to record over 350,000,000 feet in its gala 
years as the largest lumber shipping port in the world. 
The largest amount shipped during any season in the 
history of the canal was a trifle over 384,000,000 feet, 
recorded in 1884. 

Until the shipments for 1907 were taken into con- 
sideration those for 1904, amounting to a trifle over 
135,000,000 feet, were the smallest since 1875. In 
1905 the shipments showed an increase over the pre- 
ceding year, the season closing with a total of 155,- 
000,000 feet. Last season 140,000,000 feet were for- 
warded, an increase o1 a trifle over 42,000,000 feet 
more than was recorded this year. 

The decrease this season is attributed to several 
causes. The principal one was the break in the canal 
at Syracuse, causing an interruption in navigation of 
nearly two months. Many million feet of lumber that 
would have been brought down the lakes by vessel to 
be forwarded from the Tonawandas over the Erie 
canal to various consumers was left at upper lake 
ports. The Singer Manufacturing Company, of Eliza- 
bethport, N. J., alone left 5,000,000 feet of lumber at 
Duluth which it would have brought to Tonawanda and 
had forwarded to its plant this season but for the inter- 
ruption at Syracuse. As it was, the company found 
it necessary to ship 6,000,000 feet through by rail dur- 
ing the two months that navigation was suspended on 
the canal. Local forwarders estimate the loss to com- 
merce by the break at least $500,000. 

The decreasing output of white pine lumber at lake 
producing points is another important factor in the 
slump in canal shipments as well as the big decrease 
that will be reeorded this season in the receipts of 
stock at the Tonawandas by. vessel. The decrease in 
the output has been more noticeable at upper lake 
ports this year than for many seasons, and the falling 
off in the amount of stock forwarded by canal and re- 
ceived by vessel would have been much greater only 
for the increase in Canadian stock being brought to 


THE TONAWANDAS. 


the local ports. The amount of Canadian stock re- 
ceived exceeds any year in the history of the Tona- 
wandas, 

The shipments for each season since 1873 follow: 
‘eet. 
293,211,898 
286,329,300 
210,110,532 
202,110,900 

195 





218,576,701 
184,709,746 
174.294,366 
154,175,103 
205,838,854 
159,721,504 
157,377,155 








RULING ON RAIL AND WATER RATES BY THE 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 


A recent ruling by the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission on rail and water rates will be of interest to 
lumber shippers whose products move in this way. 
This rule provides for the suspension and restoration 
of joint rail and water rates and routes to be sus- 
pended by circular notice and restored in the same 
manner upon the close and opening of navigation. 
The commission also has ruled that a rate applicable 


at the time shipment originates must be adhered to, 
and in the event that the shipment is received for 
forwarding under the rail and water tariffs and the 
carrier is unable to forward via such route and it is 
carried via an all rail route the full tariff rate must 
be collected and retained, and the rail and water line 
accepting the shipment must refund the difference 


between the all rail and the rail and water routes. 





NORTHWESTERN HARDWOOD MEN WILL MEET 


NEXT WEEK. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Nov. 26.—The annual meeting 
of the Northwestern Hardwood Lumbermen’s Associa- 
tion will be held in St. Paul, December 3. This is the 
year for St. Paul to entertain the association, and it is 
to be done at Carling’s new restaurant, considered 
The business meeting 
will be called to order at 3 o’clock in the Louis XVI 
It will include reports of 
committees, miscellaneous business and election of offi- 
cers. ‘At 6 o’clock a banquet will be held, followed at 


equal to anything in the west. 


room on the second floor. 


8:15 by a theater party. 
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The Continental National Bank 
of Chicago. 


OFFICERS 

GEO. M. REYNOLDS, Pres't. HEMMAN WALDECK, Asst. Cashier. 
ALEX. ROBEKTSUN, V-Pres't. F HL. KLMOKE, Asst. Cashier 

Ws. G. SCHROEDER, Cashier. WitLBEK HATTEKY, Asst. Cashier, 
B. 8. MAYER, Asst. Cashier. J.R. WASHBURN, Asst. Cashier. 





THE 
CONTINENTAL 
NATIONAL 


BANK 
OF 


CHICAGO 


Capital and 
Surplus 


$6,000,000 


Deposits 


$65,000,000 











BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


JOHN C. BLACK, Chairman of the Board. 
J. OGDEN ARMUUR KF WEYERHAEUSER 
ALBERT J. EKAKLING W™.C.SFIPP SAM'L McCROBERTS 
HENRY) BuoTsrorp EDWAKD HINES ALEX ROBERTSON 

B. A, ECKHA KI FRANK HIBBARD GEO, M. REYNOLDS 


Courteous Treatment. Superior Facilities. 
Ample Resources. 
Accounts of Corporations, Firms and Individuals 
Solicited; Correspondence Invited. 











Monroe and Clark Streets 
CHICAGO 


Capital, $1,000,000. Surplus & Profits, $375,000 


Transacts all branches of Commercial 
Banking and solicits the accounts of cor- 
porations, firms and individuals. 

Issues Certificates of Deposit payable 
on demand bearing 2 percent and on 
time with 3 percent interest added. 

Courteous treatment is extended to all. 

L. A. GODDARD, Pres't. NELSON N. LAMPERT, Vice-Pres't 


HENkY R. KENT, Cashier. CHAS, FERNALD, Ass’t. Cashier, 
COLLIN 8S. CAMPBELL, Ass’t. Cashier. 








TIMBER 
LOANS 


E are the only finan- 

cial house in theUn- 

ited States that makes a 

specialty of loaning money 

on large tracts of stand- 
ing timber. 


Clark L. Poole & Co. 


Successors to 


H. C. BARROLL & CO., Bankers. 


First National Bank Bldg., CHICAGO, 








OVER 500 LUMBER CONCERNS USE THE 


PERRY IRIPLICATE 
I Original Copy¢g 







2 Confirmation 
«duplicate by math 


3 Office Record 


Write for sample sheets and prices, 








PERRY BOOK & BINDERY CO.. _ Fond du Lac, Wis. 
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BONDS 


High Grade Timber Loans 





We are in the market to buy and sell. 
Correspondence Solicited. 


Farson, Son & Company 


Successors to 
Farson, Leach & Company, 


First National Bank Bldg., CHICAGO. 
34 Pine Street, NEW YORK CITY. 























Francis X. Campbell, 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
AUDITOR AND 
SYSTEM DEVISOR 


504 Fullerton Building, ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Regular and Special Audits for Corp:rations, Firms 
and Individuals, by experienced Auditors. I also devise and 
install Money-Saving Systems of keeping Accounts. 


TERMS REASONABLE. 
INTERVIEWS OR CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 

















AUDITS AND SYSTEMS 
OF ACCOUNTS 


Wilkinson, Reckitt, Williams & Co. 


CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS. 


Marquette Bldg. Mutual Life Bldg., 
CHICAGO. PHILADELPHIA. 


62 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 














Save Your Money ° 


By Using the Published 

: Semi-Annually 
RED BOOK 2° 
and July. © 


It contains a carefully prepared list of the buyers 
of lumber in car lots, both among the dealers and 
manufacturers, 

The book indicates their financial standing and 
manner of meeting obligations. Covers the 
UNITED STATES and MANITOBA. 

The trade recognizes this book as the authority 
on the lines it covers. 

A well organized Collection Department is also 
operated and the same is open to you. 


Write for Terms. 


Lumbermen’s Credit Association 


ESTABLISHED 1878, 
1.02 Great Northern Bldg., 116 Nassau St., 
CHICAGO. NEW YORK CITY, 


MENTION THIS PAPER, 























HAPIN’S LUMBER RECKONER 


ONE OF THE MANY 
TESTIMONIALS. WORTH 
TEN 
TIMES 
ITS 
Address cOsT 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 315 Dearborn St., Chicago. 


Laynesville, Ky. 
“Enclosed please find check for $2 cover- 
ing Chapin’s Lumber Reckoner. The 
time saved in figuring is WORTH TEN 
TIMES the cost of the book.” 
Winton Lumber & Mfg. Co. 











IN NORTHERN WOODS AND MILLS. 





Labor Plentiful in Michigan—Camp Jumpers Jailed—Little Snow In Duluth District—Wages 
. Rule Lower All Round... : 
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ON THE MENOMINEE RIVER. 

MENOMINEE, MicuH., Nov. 25.—Following the an- 
nouncement made by various lumber companies operat- 
ing in the upper peninsula that they would reduce the 
wages of their employees, large numbers of woodsmen 
became dissatisfied and left their camps. ‘The reduction 
is from $35 or $40 a month to $24 and $28. A number 
of the dissatisfied men discovered their mistake in leay 
ing the camps soon after they arrived in the cities and 
are glad to return at the reduced scale. Woodsmen 
are plentiful, as the reduction of men employed in the 
copper country has thrown a large number of men out 
of employment. 

Many small jobbers, who were getting out timber 
for themselves, were forced to suspend operations last 
week, for the time being at least, because various store- 
keepers who were furnishing them with merchandise on 
eredit suspended this accommodation. 


The only forest product that looks good to the 
operator is railroad ties. Ties are in good demand 


and have a fixed price, which can not be said of any 
other timber product. ‘The Chicago & North-Western 
railway is offering 40 to 45 cents for cedar ties and 
35 cents for hemlock and tamarack. This is considered 
a good price and it is expected that the output of ties 
will be large. 

Saw mill men who have no water communications with 
the principal lumber markets are seriously affected by 
the status of the lumber market. Mills whieh have har 
bor facilities sold their eut early in the season and in 
most shipped it out in cargo lots before the 
depression came. Inland manufacturers, however, 
obliged to wait until this season’s cut was reasonably 
dry before the lumber could be shipped. At about that 
time the market standstill and little 
lumber is moving. 

The Lake Noque bay extension of the Wisconsin & 
Michigan railway is completed and a number of trains 
are running over it daily carrying the forest products of 
the thickly timbered region which has been opened up 
by the new road to the Twin cities. The extension is 
about fifteen miles long and is within three miles of 
Wausaukee. 

Logs are beginning to come to this city and Marinette 
by rail. Snow in the northern part of the upper penin 
sula makes hauling possible and an average of twenty 
five cars loaded with mixed timber for the local 
panies are being brought in daily. 

Arrangements have heen perfected by the 
lumber concerns in Menominee and Marinette with the 
three railroads running into cities for the transporta 
tion of logs during the coming season. It is believed 
that 100 to 150 ears loaded with will arrive 
in these cities daily from the north. Special logging 
trains are being put on by all the railroads. The J. W. 
Wells Lumber Company and Augustus Spies Lumber 
Company will receive a large part of their season’s 
eut by rail. 

It is stated that the Sawyer-Goodman Company will 
build a hardwood mill, a logging railroad and start a 
town in Marinette county on the ‘‘Soo’’ line. The 
company has made some large purchases of hardwood 
timber and is prepared to invest $500,000 as soon as 
the plans are completed. Employment will be given to 
several hundred men. 

Lumber companies in the upper peninsula have 
adopted stringent measures against ‘‘camp jumpers.’ 
The Hudson Lumber Company had four men arrested 
who ‘‘jumped’’ their camp near Rexton, to which point 
the company had paid their fare. The men were con 
victed and sentenced to the county jail for ninety days. 

The Cleveland Cliffs Company has prepared plans 
for the reforestation of 14,000 acres of cut over land 
in Marquette and Alger counties. White pine and other 
trees will be planted and an attempt will be made to 
have the taxation of the land only nominal. The sue- 
cess in reforestation in other states has encouraged the 
Cleveland Cliffs people to try an experiment in Mich- 
igan. 

The high price paid for timber by the pulp and paper 
mills is responsible for the large amount of hemlock 
that otherwise would be manufactured into lumber being 
sold to the paper companies. The Schroeder Lumber 
Company, of Saxon, has sold its hemlock cut this fall 
in this manner and other companies are considering 
propositions along the same line. 
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IN THE NORTHERN MICHIGAN WOODS. 
MANISTIQUE, MicH., Nov. 25.—Nels Majhannu, of 
Michigamme, has secured a contract from the Chicago & 
North-Western railway to get out 10,000 railroad ties 
this winter. He will also get out a large quantity of 
hardwood and mine timber in the Michigamme district. 
James Norton has a contract for logging several mil- 
lion feet of timber in the Firesteel district this winter 
for the Ontonagon Lumber Company, of Ontonagon. 
Wages in the northern woods have been reduced from 
$35 and $45 a month to $26 and $30. Plenty of men 
are available in al! regions. Lack of work in the cities 
has caused a, big influx of men into the north. Many 
of these are unfit for the work because they have never 
done heavy manual labor. It is the first time in many 
years that men have been seeking work in the lumber 
camps. 
The C. V. MeMillan Lumber Company expects to 
keep its mill at Ontonagon in operation all winter. 


3ush & Humphrey will log pine this winter in the 
Viresteel district. 

Charles May, of Gould City, will cut lath at Stump- 
ville during the coming season. 

C. I, Stone has begun logging operations near Grand 
Marais, 

The Uniform Stave & Packing Company, of Minne- 
apolis, Minn., is negotiating for a several years’ lease 
of the plant of the Ontonagon Stave & Veneer Company. 
Extensive plans are under way for remodeling and en- 
larging the plant. 

Cook, Curtiss & Miller, of Grand Marais, have shipped 
over 9,000,000 feet of timber from that port 
son. The steamer just taken out 
company’s last cargo of hardwood for this season. 

It is stated that all orders for log ears between On- 
tonagon and Channing on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul railway have been canceled, 
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IN THE MENOMINEE VALLEY. 
MARINETTE, Wis., Nov. 25.—The two mills of the 


Sawyer-Goodman Company and the Hamilton & Merry- 
man mill in this city have been closed after their sum- 
mer’s sawing season, The Sawyer-Goodman mills will 
resume soon after the first of the year. The circular 
saw will be replaced by a Prescott mill in mill 
No. 2, and an edger will be installed. 

The two mills of the N. 
running and will 
becomes too cold. 


band 


Ludington Company are still 
continue to run unless the weather 
They have plenty of logs on hand 
and more will be brought in by rail to supply all mills 
during the winter. 

The Peninsular Box & Lumber Company, of 
nee, Mich., has a crew of 
near Holmes Junction. 


Menomi 
100 men getting out timber 

The Peshtigo lath mill was damaged by fire last week. 

All the saw mills at Oshkosh have closed on account 
of the cold weather. The Hollister-Amos Company, 
Radford Bros. & Co, and the Campbell-Cameron Company 
closed last week. The Paine Lumber Company is using 
only half its regular crew. ; 

The sash and door faetory of Weidemann & Lindem 
Company, of this city, is to be enlarged by a warehouse 
64x120 feet in size. The company has been improving 
its plant generally and the concern is growing rapidly, 
The great demand for sash and doors is absorbing the 
capacity of the plant, although it is equipped for turn 
ing out inside finishings. 

Over 400 woodsmen will be employed this winter along 
the line of the Wisconsin & Northwestern railway. 
The Bird & Wells Company, of Wausaukee, is operating 
several camps, and the N. Ludington Company, of this 
city, is getting out logs in two large camps. 
Bros. have 
start a 


Londo 
a large camp, and John Phillips will soon 
camp and cut timber for the Oconto 
Company. 


Lumber 


The Pankrantz Lumber Company has closed its mill 
at Sturgeon Bay. The shingle stock has also been cut up. 

The Yellow River Lumber Company, of Meeford, has 
broken up its three logging camps and suspended all 
woods work except that which is being done on contract. 

The John R. Davis Lumber Company, at Phillips, has 
suspended woods work, t 





OPERATIONS ABOUT WAUSAU. 
Wausau, WIs., Nov. 25.—Most of the lumbering and 
manufacturing institutions in northern 
cutting wages and reducing crews. 


Wisconsin are 
This is necessary 
because orders for lumber and manufactured stock have 
been countermanded, 

One of the leading residents of Edgar was in this 
city a few days ago and in speaking of the condition 
in and about his home town said everything was prac 
tically at a standstill. The saw mill had been shut down 
and the men who went to the woods a short time ago 
were returning because operations had ceased. It is 
said the men demanded $35 to $45 a month and board. 


This the Wausau Lumber Company at that place re 
fused to pay. 
The last of the three mills at Stevens Point to close 


down recently was that of the John Week Lumber Com 
pany, which has sawed up all the logs on hand. <A 
large quantity of logs are hung up in the streams tribu- 
tary to the Wisconsin. The Clifford Lumber Company’s 
mill finished its season’s eut and shut down about ten 
days ago, while the W. W. Mitchell mill has not been 
running for some weeks and is being built, the old 
structure having been torn down. ‘The mill will contain 
the machinery heretofore used but the structure will be 
what is known as a 2-story saw mill, elevated several 
feet above the ground, modern, commodious and up to 
date. The class of lumber sawed by the mills of Stevens 
Point consists of pine, hemlock and hardwood and the 
total cut of the three mills is approximately as follows: 
John Week Lumber Company 


7,000,000 
5,000,000 
1,000,000 


Clifford Lumber Company 
W. W. Mitchell 


The Alexander Stewart Lumber Company’s mill in 
Wausau has been shut down for the winter after a total 
cut of 12,000,000 feet of lumber, about half as much 
as it cut the previous season. Low water during the 
summer and inability to secure logs are largely re- 
sponsible for the lessened cut. 
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NORTHERN MINNESOTA NOTES. 


Dututu, Minn., Nov. 26.—The most remarkable kind 
of weather for this section at this time of year prevails. 
There is one excellent feature about the situation from 
the logger’s standpoint. Little snow has fallen, and 
some freezing has firmed the swamps so that they will 
bear up a team. The result will be excellent bottom for 
roads when snow comes. Loggers are not in so great 
a hurry about sending crews into the woods as usual. 
In the first place, the loggers will not be as active as 
usual, and in the second place wages are getting lower 
all the time. Some Austrian laborers were engaged for 
the woods yesterday at $20 a month, but the wage for 
common labor rules from $20 to $30, with a happy me- 
dium around $26 for average to good men. Teamsters 
and canthook men command $30 to $35. There is yet 
some uncertainty as to the extent of operations in the 
woods. Many loggers will be prepared to put in certain 
amounts, and in the event that the situation by January 
1 is not satisfactory they will reduce their output, or in- 
crease it if that seems the proper thing. 


ACTIVITY IN MICHIGAN. 





Business Shows Steady Improvement — Lumber 
Lost on the Lake—Receipts Heavy as Trans- 
portation Season Nears End. 

Bay City AND SAGINAW, Micu., Nov. 25.—Charles A. 
Bigelow, general manager of the two saw mills at Bay 
City of the Kneeland, Buell & Bigelow Company and 
the Kneeland-Bigelow Company, said today: 





Just as soon as this temporary pinch for cash is over the 
lumber industry in the valley will be in fine condition. 
There is no great accumulation of hardwood stock and sey- 
eral customers with whom we make yearly contracts have 
notified us that they will be ready to figure with us for 
1908 contracts. Our business has been picking up and each 
week for the last month has shown an improvement over 
the preceding one. The Michigan Hardwood Manufacturers’ 
Association reports a decided shortage in some grades of 
hardwood, while in none is an overproduction reported. We 
ure running one plant day and night and the other days 
only, as usual, and do not expect to curtail the output. We 
ure operating four camps for the Kneeland-Bigelow Com- 
pany, and Frank Buell, who stocks the other mill, is operat- 
a eight camps and is loading seventy cars with logs every 

Mr. Bigelow reflects the general opinion among lum- 
berman operating in Michigan. Some curtailing of 
operations will be done by smaller operators, but the 
large concerns will not reduce their output. Men are 
more plentiful. All through the Michigan lumbering 
districts wages will probably be reduced. This will be 
more noticeable in the case of cheaper labor and that 
which has been more erratic. One of the largest oper- 
ators in the woods in Michigan stated that he should 
not cut his good men, but those who are constantly 
shifting and becoming dissatisfied will have to stand a 
slight cut. 

The Haak brothers were in the valley a week ago 
trying to sell 10,000,000 feet of hardwood timber, but 
met with no success. Several other projected deals 
along this line have not materialized. 

During a severe storm on Lake Huron Wednesday 
night the schooner G. K. Jackson, loaded with lumber 
for Mershon, Schuette, Parker & Co., was driven ashore 
in Tawas bay and a sailor, Thomas Kent, was drowned. 
About 100,000 feet of the deckload was lost. The 
Langell Boys had the schooner in tow. Both reached 
Saginaw river with their cargoes. 

Lumber is coming in from outside points. Receipts 
of lumber will probably cease, so far as water trans- 
portation is concerned, in the next two weeks. During 
the week the steamer Homer Warren arrived from Lit- 
tle Current with 367,026 feet, and the schooner 7. H. 
Cahoon arrived from the same port with 481,002 feet, 
both cargoes for E,. Germain and Mershon, Schuette, 
Parker & Co. The White §& Friant also arrived from 
Little Current with 472,916 feet for the same compa- 
nies. The schooner Dayton arrived from Cutler with 
607,531 feet for Bradley, Miller & Co., and the Katie 
Brainerd from Thessalon with 334,494 feet for E. B. 
Foss & Co. The steamer J. P. Donaldsoh arrived from 
French river with 409,954 feet for Bradley, Miller & 
Co. and the C. J. Fillmore from Algoma Mills with 
500,535 feet for E. B. Foss & Co. 

The machinery plant of W. B. Mershon & Co. has 
not felt any effect of the financial depression. The 
plant is ‘shipping resaws all over the country and has 
plenty of business scheduled ahead. 

The Boyne City, Gaylord & Western railway people 
are to build a snow fence west of Gaylord on the line 
of the road. This road handles timber products almost 
exclusively, and last winter it was troubled a great 
deal by deep snows. 

The men employed in the Boyne City Lumber Com- 
pany’s mill went out on a strike Thursday because of 
x 10 percent reduction in wages. After laying off 
twenty-four hours they returned to work. 

Rittenhouse & Lombard, of Cheboygan, will not oper- 
ate at Grand Marais this winter, but will continue their 
Carp lake operations. The firm is extensively engaged 
in cedar operations and will devote itself largely during 
the winter to this industry. It expects to handle 1,500,- 
000 pieces of cedar during the winter. It let contracts 
for 200,000 pieces last week. The fact that it has some 
heavy contracts with railroads will enable it to continue 
on a Jarge scale. 





FROM THE FURNITURE CITY. 


GRAND Rapips, Micu., Nov. 25.—South Haven has 
voted to bond for $12,000 to secure the removal of the 
Overton Wood Carving Company, Chicago, to that city. 


William Lavigne is operating his shingle mill at Her- 
sey day and night. 

The Clark Lumber Company, of Harbor Springs, has 
established camps in Pleasant View township and will 
lumber off a large piece of timber this winter. 

W. A. Preston, of St. Joseph, has bought out the mill 
and yards of the Peninsular Lumber Company, of Ben- 
ton Harbor. 

The Manistee County Savings Bank building, just 
completed, is the finest commercial building ever erected 
in Manistee. E. Golden Filer is president of the bank- 
ing institution. 

C. E. Mansfield has equipped his small mill at Ra- 
vena, Muskegon county, with machinery for cutting logs 
four feet or over in length. 

The Marvel Manufacturing Company, of Ionia, has 
secured a contract for 59,000 washing machines, to be 
turned out in 1908, which necessitates running the plant 
to full capacity during the year. 

The Custer Manufacturing Company has started its 
pin mill at Custer with a long season’s run assured. The 
mill has been operated for the last twenty-five years 
and most of its timber is still obtained in Manistee coun- 
ty. Sixty hands, including many girls, are employed at 
the machines turning out clothespins. 

For the more economical handling of its wood work, 
eliminating the use of horses and reducing the number 
of its operators, the D. N. MeLeod Lumber Company, 
of Rexton, has installed a two-line combination skidding 
and loading machine with separate loading engine, built 
for it by the Russel Wheel & Foundry Company, of De- 
troit. 

The Butters Salt & Lumber Company and the Cartier 
mill and salt block at Ludington have shut down till 
navigation opens in the spring. The Butters company 
has turned out about 10,000,000 feet of lumber, besides 
shingles and staves, during the last season. The Car- 
tier Lumber Company has extensive improvements under 
way, including the installation of an 800-horsepower en- 
gine and an additional boiler. The shingle mill will 
also be remodeled. The company will employ over 200 
men on its logging jobs at Hamlin lake this winter. 
The cut of the mill this season, besides hardwood, pine 
and hemlock lumber, included a large quantity of 
shingles, also pine, cedar and hemlock lath. 

Professor Henry C. Adams, of the University of Michi- 
gan, chief statistician of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, holds that ‘‘state rights’’ are of importance 
in the solution of the transportation problem of the 
country. The federal commission, he urges, is unequal 
to the task of handling all the cases brought before 
it. He would turn over all minor cases to the state com- 
missions. He says: 

‘*Whatever adjustment is made of the problems must 
be made in view of the fact that the industry of trans- 
portation has developed without regard to state lines or 
state laws. This does not mean, however, that the fed- 
eral government must assume exclusive control over rail- 
ways and other interstate corporations. Before con- 
ceding this it would be well to ask what other solution 
is possible. , 

For example, could not the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission accept the state commissions as agencies for the 
investigation of federal questions of local rather than 
general interest and, by means of the close intimacy 
thus established, exert a controlling influence over the 
manner in which state commissions administer the power 
conferred upon them by state laws?’’ Judge Cooley, first 
chairman of the interstate commission, favored some- 
thing of this sort, and many of the state railway com- 
missioners have expressed views in harmony therewith. 
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LUMBER CAMP RANGES. 


The N. M. Simonds Company, of 49 Market street, 
Chicago, has perfected a camp range which has many 
points of interest to lumbermen. This is known as the 
‘*Simonds Improved Camp Range,’’ and has all of the 
latest advantages, such as anti-clinker dump and shak- 
ing grates, heavy iron linings, pouch fire doors and 
wrought steel drop oven doors. It is adapted to the use 
of hard or soft coal or wood, and is of extra heavy 
material, especially adapted for use in construction, 
mining and lumber camps ete. These ranges are made 
in three sizes; 4 feet long x 3 feet wide, 4 feet, 6 inches 
long x 3 feet wide, and 5 feet, 3 inches x 3 feet. A 
little cireular which is issued by the company gives a 
detailed description of this range. 

The company also manufactures hotel ranges, boilers, 
steam tables ete., and will be pleased to send informa- 
tion regarding any of its products upon request. 





ENGINE RUNS THIRTEEN YEARS. 


One of the prominent advertisers in the AMERICAN 
LUMBERMAN, the Clark Bros.’ Company, designers and 
builders of modern saw mill plants, lumber trimmers etc. 
at Belmont, N. Y., is very proud of an engine of its 
make which is in a saw mill at Cross Forks, Pa. This 
engine has probably a record excelled by few in this 
country. It has been running continuously for thirteen 
years, twenty-two hours a day, and during all that time 
has never had a breakdown or any trouble requiring re- 
pairs. The company reports that the third band saw 
mill ever manufactured by it established a cutting record 
which has never been equaled in saw mill history by 
either band or circular mills. The same company has 
gang edgers which have been running for fifteen years 
consecutively, day and night, and have carriages which 
have been running in fast mills day and night for fifteen 
years. The average life of the carriage in a fast mill is 
from three to five years and, therefore, the company men- 
tioned is very proud of its record. ’ 











PACIFIG COAST TIMBER LANDS. 




















Buy Crees and Get Rich 


W. I. EWART, 





TIMBER LAND INVESTMENT BROKER 





Alaska Building, 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
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Offers the 


The Oregon — Salmonberry 
Tract For Sale 


Logging 3 si.t,icz 
Timber Co. 


west of Portland. Deal 
For further information, address 


JOIN Jel. ILA AIK, 


and gct the best price. 
| 702 Oregonian Bldg. PORTLAND, ORE. | 











Timber Lands for Sale 


IN IDAHO AND WASHINGTON. 








ROBBINS TIMBER COMPANY, S/.Siinaton. 


coast TIMBERLANDS 
F.W. Mitchell & Go. Seariie‘wasi 


nave CHOICE TIMBER LANDS 


in Washington, Oregon and British Columbia, 
Large and small tracts. Correspondence solicited. 


RYDER-GOUGAR CO.., Tacoma, Wash. 


( Splendid Opportunities Along the M. K.& T. ry. ) 


Throughout the Southwest. 


























Many of the largest and most progressive towns are very 
much interested in establishing cotton mills, canning factor- 
ies, wood-working and cement plants, machine shops, etc. 
Commercial clubs are in position to offer both moral and finan- 
cial support to those ipterested. Building sites, in many 
cases, will be given free to the larger plants and the business 
men are Willing to take stock in such enterprises. 

To those interested in the fruit and truck industry there 
are the best of opportunities. The profit now being derived 
from these crops throughout the southwest is marvelous. 
There are hundreds of acres of vacant Jand well adapted to 
fruit and truck produce, that can be bought at reasonable 

rices. 
“4 For further and more detailed information, address, 


T. L. PEELER, 
Industrial Agent, 
M. K. & T. R’Y. 
Linz Building, 
DALLAS, TEXAS. 
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MONARCH STUMP PULLER 


Pulls stumps 7 feet diameter. Guaranted for 
twelve months and a strain of 450 horse power, 
Catalogue and discounts address, 


MONARCH GRUBBER CO, Lone Tree, lowa, 
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material, by quarter inches, for 
Boxes, Sash, Doors, Furni- 
ture, etc., in board or surface 
measure. Sent on trial. 
James M. Leaver 
SAULT STE. MARIE, MICH. 
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BOX ESTIMATOR 
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Lumber Insurance 
Company of 
New York 


84 William Street, New York. 


ae 
Headquarters for Lumber Insurance.” 





Adirondack Fire 
Insurance 
Company 


84 William Street, New York. 


“é 
Headquarters for Lumber Insurance.” 





Lumbermen throughout the United 
States and Canada have at their com- 
mand the facilities of these two strong 
which 
make a specialty of lumber and wood- 


stock companies — companies 


working risks, insuring on an equitable 
basis of rates—and issuing indemnity 


second to none in quality. 


Branch Offices in Atlanta, Boston, 
Minneapolis; Sandusky, Ohio; Seattle, 
Halifax, Ottawa, Winnipeg, and trav- 
eling representatives in other sections. 
Wherever you are located our repre- 
sentative will visit you promptly on 


request. For fullinf.rmation address 


{uber Insurers General Agency, 


84 William Street, New York. 


‘ 
‘Headquarters for Lumber Insurance.”’ 




















WE SOLICIT YOUR ORDERS FoR 


Long Fir Timbers 


and Washington Lumber Products 


Spars, Piling, Poles, Posts, etc., etc. 


We use Telecode. 


CENTRAL LUMBER COMPANY 


NAPAVINE, WASH, 








NEWS FROM THE MISSOURI METROPOLIS. 





Consolidation of Lumber Organizat'ons—General Curtailment of Production— Finances Im- 


proved—Hardwoed Output to be Light Untenable Cancelations Scored. 
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THE MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT. 


St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 26.—At its December mee.ing 
the Yellow Piners’ Association, that famous loeal organ- 
ization which has been so closely affiliated with the yel- 
low pine industry of this city for so many years, will 
pass into history and in its place will spring the new 
Lumbermen’s Club, of St. Louis, of which mention has 
been made from time to time in this paper. 


At its next meeting the Yellow Piners will listen 
to the report of the special committee appointed at 
the last meeting to devise ways and means of effecting 
the new organization. This committee is made up of 
three pine and three hardwood men. They will each 
eanvass their fellows and endeavor to bring about 
the consolidation of all the local lumber interests, tak- 
ing in the yellow piners, the hardwood trade and the 
retailers. 

From present indications the proposed organization 
will go through without a dissenting voice. Every 
one is enthusiastic about the new club and it is 
doubtless going to be of vast importance to the lum- 
ber trade of this city. 

The next and last meeting of the Yellow Piners’ 
Association has been ealled for next Tuesday evening 
at the Mercantile Club. Something of unusual impor- 
tance and interest is promised by the entertainment 
committee. 


As nearly as can be correctly estimated at this point 
fully 85 percent of the normal lumber output has 
been curtailed. This applies to yellow pine as well as 
hardwood, and indications are that not a mill will be 
running next month. The disposition is to shut down 
and remain shut down until there is a healthy and 
continued demand for lumber. This cannot possibly 
take place until next year, so that the outlook is ex- 
ceedingly gloomy. Yet there has been a perceptible 
picking up during the past few days in the volume 
of orders, or at least inquiries. Some of the local 
concerns report having made some very govd sales 
within the week and at satisfactory prices. There are 
a great many inquiries reported but it can not be 
said that these are in the whole satisfactory. Many 
of these inquiries are doubtless prompted by curiosity 
and to see just how far the market has fallen. 

The financial situation has not cleared to any great 
extent, although everyone is feeling a little more op- 
timistic than before. Millmen are still coming to 
town to get money for their pay rolls and are not 
being accommodated. Most of them proceed to Chi- 
eago to try there. C. H. Huttig, president of the 
Third National bank of St. Louis, said today that at 
a bankers’ conference in Chicago it was decided to 
let the banks work out their own individual salvation 
which will bring about a gradual return to the cur- 
rency basis, which may take a month or more. Mr. 
Huttig said that more money is coming into the banks 
and the situation has cleared greatly in the past 
week. Any estimate as to how long it will take to 
abolish the check system, however, and return to a 
currency basis is only conjecture. The lumbermen 
are shutting down their mills as fast as they have to, 
and as stated above not a saw will be turning in De- 
cember. 

C. M. MeDaris, of the Ferguson-MeDaris Lumber 
Company, wears a broad and happy smile this week 
all because his wife presented him with a magnificent 
Masonic ring. 

J. C. MeLachlin, of the Dixie Lumber Company, has 
just received notice from the manager of the Whited 
& Wheless Company, of Alden Bridge, La., that a 
silver medal had been awarded to that concern by 
the Jamestown exposition managers for the fine yel- 
low pine exhibit at the Louisiana section of the ex- 
position. 

The Verdin Lumber Company is the name of a new 
concern which has just begun business in the Lum- 
bermen’s building. It is composed of John N. Verdin 
and David Lynn, the latter lately from the W. A. Bon- 
sack Lumber Company. The concern will do a general 
commission business. 

Scott Short, formerly of the Moore Company, who 
recently embarked in the tie business for himself, re- 
ports considerable activity in his line. He knows the 
tie business from top to bottom and has a line on 
many choice lots of ties. 

Thomas C. Whitmarsh, of the W. T. Ferguson Lum- 
ber Company, says that there has been a decided im- 
provement in the yellow pine situation during the 
past week. He has booked several good sized orders, 
he says. 

Receipts by rail for the first twenty-five days in 
November, 1907, were 9,340 cars. Receipts for a cor- 
responding period last year were 7,968 cars, or 1,368 
cars more this year than last. Receipts by river for 
twenty-five days this month were 108,000 feet, as 
against 232,000 feet for a corresponding period last 
year, a loss of 124,000 feet in 1907. Shipments by 
rail for twenty-five days in November this year were 
6,468 cars. For a corresponding period last year the 
shipments were 6,039 cars, or 429 cars more this year 
than last. Shipments by river for twenty-five days 
this month were 262,000 feet, as against 122,000 feet 
for the same period last year, a gain of 140,000 feet 
in 1907. 


HARDWOOD TRADE AT THE MOUND CITY. 

Sr. Louis, Mo., Nov. 26.—Inaetivity still continues 
to characterize the local hardwood market. The dealers 
have settled down to play a waiting game and no one 
ventures to predict when a change will come or what the 
outcome will be. The general impression prevails that 
there will be little or nothing doing until spring, at 
which time there is bound to be a lively trade. Every- 
one here feels that it is going to be a harder thing to 
sell lumber next year than it has been in the past, and 
it is evident to those who can read the handwriting on 
the wall that it is going to take printers’ ink in con- 
nection to salesmen’s efforts to dispose of stock. In this 
connection the editorial in last week’s issue of this 
paper was most timely and it struck the keynote to the 
situation most masterfully. 

Hardwood men have been rather spoiled during the 
last year or so, and it is not going to be easy to adjust 
themselves to different methods. Heretofore the buyer 
has sought the manufaeturer and the latter has just lain 
back and taken his choice of customers. Last year was 
a record breaker in hardwoods and this year, in spite 
of the recent depression, is going to come mighty near 
the mark of last year. Some of the local dealers report 
that their business is already greater than that of last 
year and have produced their books to back the state- 
ment up. Next year will tell a different story judging 
from present indications, and the prospects are that 
prices will not reign supreme as they have done. 

The situation just now is a serious one. Most of the 
mills are shut down and about 80 percent of the normal 
output is being produced. It is more than likely that 
the balance of the mills will be closed down next mon¢h. 
Four things have conspired to bring about this condition 
—shortage of cars, shortage of labor, shortage of orders 
and last but not least shortage of money. The last 
named did more to bring things to a climax than all the 
others. Millmen made every effort to get currency to 
operate their plants if only to keep their men in em- 
ployment, but when the banks refused longer to give 
them eash for pay rolls it was the straw that broke the 
eamel’s back. There is enough lumber in the country 
to meet all current demands and there will be no more 
production until next year at least. 

St. Louis is particularly fortunate in having plenty of 
hardwood stock on hand. The cypress yards are par- 
ticularly full and the disposition here is to lie back and 
wait for better times. There is a little demand all the 
time, but nothing to speak of. The prices asked, how 
ever, are better than most other places are getting. 

The formation of a new Lumbermen’s Club has been 
uppermost in the hardwood men’s minds this week. 
Everyone here seems to feel that this thing is going 
to supply a much felt want and the indications are that 
the hardwood fraternity will give the proposition their 
unanimous support. W. A. Bonsack, George Hibbard 
and C, E. Thomas are the hardwood men who are work- 
ing as a committee to secure the hardwood co®pera.ion 
to the movement. At the next meeting of the Yellow 
Piners the hardwood people will make a report as to 
the feasibility of joining with the pine people in this 
movement. 

iE. W. Blumer, of the Lothman Cypress Company, has 
just returned from a trip to the mills. He says the 
conditions down south are not promiging. 

C. E. Thomas, of the Thomas & Proetz Lumber Com- 
pany, says his mill at Belzona, Miss., is shut down on 
account of adverse conditions. 

Theodore Plummer, of the Plummer Lumber Company, 
reports business at a standstill with his company. 

George Hibbard, of Steele & Hibbard, says that in 
spite of the existing depression his company’s showing 
for this month is going to compare favorably with that 
of last November. 

Joe Hafner, of the Hafner Manufacturing Company, 
reports trade generally dead, with no immediate pros- 
pects for a betterment. 

George Luehrmann, of the C. F. Luehrmann Hardwood 
Lumber Company, says his business up to date is away 
ahead of his whole business last year. He is adding to 
his timber holdings all the time, buying in some good 
properties for cash, of which he fortunately has plenty. 





THE ORDER CANCELATION QUESTION FROM A 
ST. LOUIS VIEWFOINT. 

St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 25.—The editorial published in 
the last issue of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN concern- 
ing the complications wrought, by attempted cancela- 
tions was largely and favorably commented upon in 
this city this week. It struck a responsive chord in 
every lumberman, whose mail for several weeks has been 
in most part made up of eancelations. _The lumbermen 
here have grown accustomed to the stereotyped expres- 
sion: ‘‘My Dear Sir.—Owing to the existing financial 
stringency you will please cancel our order ete. ete.’’ 

The consensus of opinion here is that a contract is a 
contract and should be lived up to in the fullest sense. 
The prevailing belief is that if the manufacturer and 
the jobber will refuse to cancel orders for solvent cus- 
tomers except under the most pressing circumstances 
it will probably stop much of this financial hysteria. 
As one man put it: ‘‘Let the manufacturer put it up 
to the jobber to sell the goods he has bought, the jobber 
to put it up to the dealer, and the latter will then be 
forced to make at least an effort to carry on his busi- 
ness in the usual way. If they, or any of them, need 
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a little time, or a little easier terms of payment, accom- 
modate them, but FILL THE ORDERS ALL ALONG 
THE LINE.”’ 

That the cancelation privilege is an unnecessary evil 
is the unanimous opinion of the large local dealers. 
They blame it to a custom which, once started, has taken 

y ’ , 

the bit in its teeth and is now running rampant to the 
detriment of modern commercialism. A concern sends 
its traveling man out into the country at a large expense 
to sell goods and when that representative sends in an 
order it is at once entered upon the concern’s books as 
an asset and figures as such in the operations of the con- 
cern. If the order is canceled it weakens the collateral 
of the concern just so much and the injustice of the 
thing is apparent at once. It is a thing which the 
lumbermen of St. Louis would like to see done away 
with. 

One single man, or even a hundred, can not do it 
alone, but it is something which is going to take con- 
certed action on the part of all the business organiza- 
tions as a whole. Without question a very large per- 
centage of the cancelations are the result of a selfish 
and aggravated desire to profit by price reductions, 

Speaking on this subject a prominent yellow pine 

I g J I J I 
manufacturer said: 

The cancelation of orders by the retail dealers is causing 
the wholesalers and manufacturers no end of worry at the 
present time. This cancelation of orders is one of the 
weak points in the yellow pine trade. It has been abused 
awfully by the retail dealers, and especially upon a falling 
market. The retail people do not seem to think that an 
order given is a contract and it is a’ pity that none of the 
yellow pine people have had nerve enough to take the matter 
Into the courts and get a decision on this subject. 

The late financial flurry has caused the yellow pine people 
to think more on this subject than heretofore. It has been 
a common custom to allow the retailers to cancel their 
orders, and they have always taken advantage of this on a 
faliing market. The injustice of this can be plainly seen 
when an advancing market comes In. The retailers always 
take advantage of this and get quite offended at the manu- 
facturers because they happen to turn down their orders on 


a quotation made and not accepted immediately. In some 
cases on an advancing market the retailer will get quota- 
tions from several different concerns and take the lowest 
and send that concern the order. The order is turned down 
on account of the advance, claiming that it was not gotten 
in in time, and the retailer will then begin sending his order 
to the other people and gets offended because the manufac- 
turers do not accept his orders on account of his long delay 
in sending them in, 

The yellow pine people have noticed instances where the 
retailer has tried quite a number of different places and 
then comes to the reliable concern who has quoted extremely 
high, according to his original idea, and wants it to accept 
the order and because the quotation has been out so long 
and was made subject to immediate acceptance, it has been 
refused and the retailer gets angry at this good concern, 
claiming that it does not live up to its contracts and that 
its quotations are not made with the intention of accepting 
the business. The wholesaler naturally considers that a 
quotation made subject to immediate acceptance does not 
mean fifteen to forty days, while the retailer tries to inter- 
pret that it does. On a downward market, bowever, the 
retailer forgets all about the trouble he had in placing his 
orders on an upward market and begins to cancel his orders 
right and left. Of course, the reliable retailer when in- 
formed that his shipment has moved forward before bis 
cancelation reached the mill, makes no complaint and 
accepts his car without any further controversy. There are 
quite a number, however, who act very arbitrarily in 
this matter. Some of them positively refuse to accept the 
shipments until threatened by suit and it is shown 
the shipment dide move before the cancelation reached the 
mill; others are extremely stubborn and will not accept the 
shipments under any circumstances, and the wholesaler 
rather than go into litigation disposes of the shipment to 
someone else at a great loss to himself. 

Instances have been shown where an order was sent in 
with notation “no special hurry’; the stock being exactly 
what the mill wanted and cars available, the stock was 
shipped promptly. The customer refused it and after quite 
a good deal of correspondence finally accepted the shipment 
at reduced prices and on long extended terms. 

We think that if the manufacturer and wholesaler would 
bring a case of this kind into the courts and have it decided 
and shown plainly that a contract is a contract and subject 
to cancelation only by the consent of both parties, it would 
be a great benefit to the lumber trade. Some houses have 
this notation in their acknowledgment of orders and these 
houses do not seem to have as much trouble with their 
customers as those who do not carry this notation, but even 
these have some trouble. 





BRIGHT FUTURE FOR KANSAS CITY LUMBERMEN. 





Interesting Fads and Recreations of Well Known Lumbermen— Increase of Orders Reported— 
Expurt Trade Dull—News and Personals. 


i 


KANSAS CiTy, Mo., Nov. 26.—The November demand 
has been light, and the December trade will very 
likely be limited. Many wholesalers express the opin- 
ion that if the financial situation clears soon as they 
now expect an inquiry for stock will develop about 
December 15, and that from then on the business 
will show considerable life. They base their expee- 
tations on the fact that the low state of retail stocks 
all over the country will make it necessary for a certain 
proportion of the dealers at least to replenish soon 
after the first of the year, to put their stocks in 
shape for any early spring trade that might develop. 

The feeling here is that prices on lumber of vari- 
ous kinds will not decline further, and that this is 
especially true regarding’ yellow pine. The closing 
down of many mills and the shortening of the run- 
ning time of many others will result in a very lim- 
ited production for the rest of the year. 

Retail conditions in the country where the bulk 
of the trade is with the farmers are not bad, and at 
most points dealers have had a_ satisfactory No- 
vember demand and are still doing considerable busi- 
ness. Reports from various sections of the territory 
are optimistic and dealers are confident that the 
spring trade will be good. Building in the large 
cities is being restricted, as might be expected, and 
dealers here say they are busy principally in com- 
pleting contracts for buildings that were started 
prior to November 1. 

The Sierra Madre Land & Lumber Company of Ded- 
rich, Mexico, is installing a modern skidding plaut, 
built by the Russel Wheel & Foundry Company, of 
Detroit, Mich., with a view to handling its timber 
in tree lengths from stump to ear. This company 
is the timber end of the Greene Consolidated Copper 
Company and has several billion feet of standing 
timber in that section of Mexico. 

Irvine McCauley, of the MeCauley-Saunders Lum- 
ber Company, Chicago, was in Kansas City yesterday 
on business and took occasion to call on a number of 
his old friends in the trade. Mr. McCauley was for 
a number of years connected with the wholesale 
yellow pine trade in Kansas City. Speaking of busi- 
ness, he says that he has had a large and very satis- 
factory demand for cypress this year and that while 
trade is quiet at this time he looks for an active 
demand after the first of the year. 

Burt J. Wright, Harry A. Gorsuch, T. I. Bennett, 
Charles B. Floyd and F. A. Stickel went to Maryville, 
November 23, to take part in a Hoo-Hoo concatena- 
tion held at Maryville on that date. They arrived 
home Sunday morning pretty well tired out, as the 
session lasted nearly all of the previous night, but 
they say that they had a great time and that the 
concatenation was one of the best held in this part 
of the country for a long time. 

L. C. Lingham, of the Lingham-Waddill Lumber 
Company, returned home November 23 from a trip to 
his old home at Belleville, Canada. He alsv visited 
Toronto and Montreal while away. 

George R. Hicks, ‘of the Bowman-Hicks Lumber 
Company, was in Chicago last week on a business 
trip. 

Mark Anson, traveling salesman for the Roach & 


Musser Company, of Muscatine, Iowa, is smiling over the 
advent of a new boy who-arrived on the 18th. Mark 
says he will surely make a salesman, as he already makes 
the family look up and take notice. 

A. E. Hart, of the Dierks Lumber & Coal Company, 
has returned from a business trip to Chicago. 

Many of the younger lumbermen are members of the 
Athletie Club and are now taking cross country ‘‘ hikes.’’ 
Last Sunday Thor Sanborn, Ernest Turner and K. 8. 
Dunean were with the crowd that made a 15-mile trip 
and ended at the Jockey Club, where d’nner was served. 
These periodical walks across the country are very pop- 
ular here and the lumbermen are taking advantage of 
them for some good country exercise. 


A New Lumber Firm. 


T. R. Conlon and 8. T. Downs have opened up a lum- 
ber office at 515 Keith and Perry building to handle yel- 
low pine, cypress and coast woods. Mr. Conlon was for- 
merly with R. J. Menz Lumber Company and Mr. Downs 
recently left the Louisiana Red Cypress Company, of 
New Orleans, to engage in the new business. Both these 
young men are well versed in the business and have a 
wide acquaintance that will place them at once in touch 
with a good line of business. 

C. W. Green, manager of the Belcher-Stine Lumber 
Company, is spending his Thanksgiving at the company’s 
mill at Higgonson, Ark. Mr. Green will hunt and fish 
some of the time while gone. 

J. E. Evans of Emporia, Kan., was visiting the lum- 
bermen this week. Mr. Evans says trade is still fair and 
looks for a good normal trade next spr'ng. 

D. G. Saunders has returned from a trip of several 
weeks at the mills in the south. He reports that all the 
mills have shut down part time and made.a eut in wages. 
The main purpose is he says to give the men all the 
work possible to keep them through the winter. 

G. E. Putnam, of Richmond, Kan., was in the city 
looking after lumber this week. Mr. Putman expects a 
good spring trade in his territory and is preparing to 
meet it. He says labor has become more plentiful and 
thinks that will cause the farmers to build more. 

J. C. Frank, of Madison, Mo., says he is fighting the 
mail order houses with their own tools. He advertises in 
his home papers and calls the attention of his patrons to 
the fact that he can sell them as good stock as they can 
get from out of town and make as good pr‘ces, too. Mr. 
Frank says that he holds much of the business that would 
otherwise go out of town. He recently sent the AMmEr- 
ICAN LUMBERMAN’s representative some of th's adver- 
tising and it certainly hits the matter hard and to the 
point. 





FROM A BIG EAST TEXAS MILL POINT. 


BEAUMONT, TEX., Nov. 23.—Nearly all the lumber 
companies report an increased number of orders for 
the week over those of the previous week. Export trade 
continues dull, wi.h little prospect for improvement 
until after the first of the year. 

The Kirby Lumber Company is closing down most of 
its mills, several of them having been closed this week. 
The plant of the company in this city will close down 
December 1, arrangements having been perfected to 
that end. The Beaumont plant will be among the first 
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The edition of the “History of the 
Lumber Industry of America,” by James 
Elliott Defebaugh, is limited to the num- 
ber of advance orders, Consequently, 
those who wish to be certain of secur- 
ing a set of the history, including Vol- 
ume II, now being printed, should enter 
their order at once. 

Volume II deals with the old white 
pine, spruce and hemlock territory em- 
braced in New England, New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. It treats of the 
beginnings of the industry in this coun- 
try and brings down to date the history 
of a section which largely fixed the lines 
of lumber development for the entire 
country, From both practical and’ sen- 
timental viewpoints the volume is of 
value and interest. 

The price of the “History of the Lum- 
ber Industry of America” is $5 a vol- 
ume. Four volumes are scheduled to 
complete the work and orders are taken 
for full sets. Address the publisher: 
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reopened when the lumber situation warrants reopening 
the plants. The plant at Fuqua, the one at Mobile and 
the one at Call closed last night. The closing of these 
plants throws 2,000 men out of work. The big plant 
at Bessamay, the largest and most complete plant of the 
Kirby chain, closed down Thursday. The plant at Kir- 
byville will be closed November 27. The mills at Ford’s 
Bluff, Woodville and Village were closed down about a 
week ago. The plant at Rogan will be closed as soon as 
the logs in the pond are disposed of. The big plant at 
Bronson will be closed on November 27. The plants at 
Silsbe and Browndell are to remain in operation. The 
company will keep all of its planers in operation, thus 
furnishing employment to some of the men at each mill 
town. 

The Nona Mills Company closed its Odelia plant last 
night. 

The plant at Leesville is being worked four days out 
of each week, which is sufficient to meet the business of 
the company, orders for standard stocks being filled 
from the stocks on hand in the various yards. 

The Sabine Tram Company has closed the mill at 
Juanita. The mill at Deweyville will be kept in opera- 
tion. The Landry Lumber Company’s mill west of this 
city will be continued in operation daily. No reduction 
in wages will be made. This is the only company not 
reducing wages. 

The Industrial Lumber Company closed the mill at 
Vinton last night. The two big mills at Oakdale are 
being operated, but unless the situation changes one of 
them will be closed. Work on the new plant at Eliza- 
manager of the company’s plant, in this city. 

W. F. Ryder, of the Long-Bell Lumber Company at 
Bon Ami, La., and formerly of the King-Ryder Lumber 
Company, at the same place, was a visitor in this city 
during the week. 





IN THE EAST TEXAS LUMBER CRNTER. 


Houston, Tex., Nov. 24.—The financial situation is 
brighter, but the banks will not state any definite time 
that they will resume shipment of eash to their country 
depositors, and until they begin to do this conditions 
will remain practically the same. On a very extended 
inspection trip through the southern part of this state 
one of the representatives of one of the largest whole- 
sale houses in this city made the observation that the 
country was not in bad shape, it was simply tied up for 
the want of ready cash. One of the banks stated to 
him that it was not afraid of its loans, that it had more 
money to lend, but that it could not get cash from any- 
where, that the sugar mills were making money, that the 
rice men had good crops and splendid offers for their 
stock, that there was a great deal of cotton in the coun- 
try all waiting for ready money to move it. Naturally 
the retail lumber merchant is doing nothing; he has a 
large stock but can not make collections from the farm- 
ers; the millman in return has to earry the load. 

Lumber prices are demoralized. A few mills seem to 
think the proper thing to do is to offer stock at any 
price and let it go. A majority of the mills of this 
state have closed down entirely but the few that are 
continuing to run are using every effort in the world 
to get business, price no object. Stocks on the whole 
are large, but the heaviest manipulators are holding 
them in the stack and endeavoring to hope for better 
times which are bound to come, 

The manufacturers of this state are to meet in Hous- 
ton again November 30 for the further consideration of 
beth continues and it will be in shape for operation 
when the financial difficulty is over. 

Ernest Mason, general purchasing agent for the Mex- 
ican Central railway, was in this city this week, visiting 
with President Ben 8S. Woodhead, of the Industrial 
Lumber Company. Mr. Mason reports that the railroads 
in Mexico are doing little buying, but he expects that 
they will be in the market for railroad material of all 
kinds after the first of the year. He has headquarters 
in New York city. 

President R. W. Wier, of the R. W. Wier Lumber 
Company, of Houston, was in this city during the week 
attending court. The mill of the company, at Texla, 
has been closed down and will remain closed until busi- 
ness conditions improve. 

The Producers’ Turpentine Company, of this city, 
operating on the timber lands of the Industrial Lum- 
ber Company in Louisiana, is putting in galvanized cups 
for extracting the fluid from the trees. About 10,000 
of these cups were put in during the week. The com- 
pany will put in 400,000, all of the cups being at head- 
quarters in Elizabeth, La. 

C. 8. Vidor, of the Miller-Vidor Lumber Company, of 
Galveston, was a visitor in this city during the week, 
being en route home from a visit to plants along the 
Santa Fe. The company’s big 150,000 capacity mill 
at Milvid has been put in operation, but it will be three 
or four weeks before the other buildings are ready for 
occupancy. All of t’\e mills of the company are work- 
ing on an average ot four days a week, some of them 
working steadily on the 8-hour basis. Mr. Vidor was 
accompanied on his tour of the plants by E. Greene, 
the forming of an association of manufacturers. The 
committee appointed on the 9th has reported that it has 
a good plan and anticipates a great number of millmen 
present on that date. 

The railroad commission of this state has issued an 
order, effective December 10, regarding reciprocal de- 
murrage, which is reasonably fair towards the shipper, 
but after close perusal of it ene can but believe that 
the railroads still have the upper hand and will do pretty 
much as they have heretofore, that is as they please. 
The movement of cars must be thirty miles a day; must 
pay 50 cents a day for failure to deliver cars when 
requisitions are made. Five cars or less have three days 


in which to be supplied, five days for ten or less after 
notice in writing is given; all of which have strings 
tied to them which the lumber shipper does not want 
to observe and will not use. The matter is in just about 
the same shape it has always been and the railroads 
seem to know that they have the best of the deal. 

The car question is still rather serious, even though 
the mills have no orders. Those few they have they can 
not get moved. The Southern Pacifie states that it has 
the cars but no motive power. The Santa Fe about the 
same. The truth appears to be that they both are pur- 
suing policies of retrenchment and do not seem to care 
if there is freight offered; they take their time re 
ceiving it. 

The Lufkin Land & Lumber Company, of Lufkin, 
Tex., last week began running its mill on day shifts 
only three days in the week and plans to close its 
planing mills entirely. A reduction in wages has also 
been made. 

ane Aldridge Lumber Company, of Beaumont, Tex., 
is running its mill on old orders which will keep it 
busy for some time. A reduction of about 20 percent 
has been made in wages and employees have ae- 
cepted it. 

The problem that appears to annoy saw mill men even 
more than the finzncial depression and the: overstocked 
pine market appears to be the care of laboring people at 
their mill and manufacturing plants. It has been 
averred within the last week by several different millmen, 
that unless things improve at once they must shut down 
their mills entirely, and that the only reason they are 
trying to run, in the face of adverse circumstances, is 
for the good of their employees, who would be thrown 
without any visible means of support. 

Saw mills are closing down in all parts of the lumber 
district of this state, and the first of December will see 
fully as great a retrenchment in manufacturing lumber 
as was seen thirty days previous, when the mills in gen- 
eral cut down their time. A prominent lumberman 
stated this morning that after December 1, there will 
not be 20 percent of the saw mills of this state running 
at all, and but few more planing mills. ‘‘ We are trying 
to keep our mills going until the first of the month,’’ 
was stated several times this morning, and in each case 
it was the welfare of the laborers that seemed to be 
worrying the millmen more than their financial losses. 

The Thompson & Tucker mills are still running four 
days a week. The Trinity River Lumber Company is 
running one of its mills, but contemplates shutting down 
the first of December. The Carter Lumber Company 
has shut down its entire outfit. The R. W. Wier Lum- 
ber Company is down entirely. The Big Tree Lumber 
Company has practically cut out the mill work. The 
Continental Lumber & Tie Company has closed one 
mill, and is running a second just until December 1, 
while its third mill will run as long as possible. The 
Kirby Lumber Company has shut down every saw mill 
except those at Silsbee and Browndell, but are running 
their planers as often as orders will allow. 

Next Saturday in the Southwest Club rooms the 
second meeting of the saw mill men of Texas will be 
held for the purpose of completing the formation of a 
manufacturers’ association. The matter of organization 
has been discussed pro and con sinee the first meeting 
two weeks ago, but it appears that the plans for the 
organization has gained friends during that time, and 
the men who have been pushing the matter feel that 
there is no question but that the association will be 
securely cemented in all its parts at this next meeting. 
A determined attempt will be made to get a larger 
representation than the last meeting had, and the frame- 
work of the organization will be acgepted at that time. 

The terrific rain storms of last week did much dam- 
age to saw mill properties in the eastern part of this 
state, and several mills have shut down now on account 
of the floods. At Diboll the damage to the logging 
roads of the company will amount to several thousands 
of dollars, and necessitated the shutting down of the 
saw mills for a week. Some of the finest stretches of 
track the company owned were completely wiped out, 
and made it impossible to haul logs until a great deal of 
work had been done. The saw mill of the West Lumber 
Company at Westville and the plant of the Continental 
Lumber & Tie Company at Potomac, were forced to 
shut down on account of damage to their roads by the 
floods. A number of other mills in that vicinity suffered 
more or less. 

The West Lumber Company has temporarily removed 
its offices from the Houston Bank & Trust Company 
building, to the fifth floor of the Commercial National 
Bank building, where it has secured three very fine 
rooms. The company will remain in this location until 
about the first of the year, at which time it will oceupy 
one of the finest suites of lumber offices in the city, in 
the new building that is being erected by Allan Paul. 
It will have six large, airy rogms in the Paul building, 
which should be finished by the first of the year, 


OOO 


The Twin City Equipment Company, of Minneapolis, 
has bought two acres of ground at the Minnesota Trans- 
fer, midway between Minneapolis. and St. Paul, where 
it will build shops which will give employment to shovel 
engineers when idle, or passing through and temporarily 
detained. Repairing of locomotives and steam shovels, 
mining and lumbermen’s equipment, and machinery for 
making frogs and switches will be installed. The Twin 
Cities are now recognized as the distributing point for 
the northwest and the foresight of P. W. Jones, presi- 
dent and manager of the Twin City Equipment Com- 
pany, in establishing a long needed enterprise, is only a 
forerunner of its insured suecess. Stock subscriptions 
at $50 a share, non-assessable, single responsibility, 
speaks well of its financial success. As stock is only 
sold to shovel engineers, it insures a large patronage, 
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EMPIRE STATE NOTATIONS. 


Business and Personal Brevities in the Lumber 
Trade Circles of Gotham—Few 
Building Permits. 


New York, Nov. 25.—The only buying being done is 
on lumber for immediate use. Most of the yards are 
well stocked, and in a number the teams are standing 
idle in the stables. 

A number of the southern mills are offering stock at 
marked concessions, especially on white ash, which has 
heen very searce for the last year. Poplar and quar 
tered oak are about the only items that hold firm to list 
prices. 

The banks in this section hope to return to a cur- 
rency basis this week and will let loose a lot of idle 
money. Representatives of all the leading steel and iron 
interests of the United States held a conference in this 
city last week, consulting on means to meet the trade 
reaction. It was decided to curtail production and 
reduce the wages of the workmen, but prices on their 
output would not be reduced at present. It was the 
general opinion of the leading representatives that the 
present crisis would be of short duration. 

Manager T. 8. Miller, of the Stevens Katon Company, 
has just returned from a trip through Virginia and 
Tennessee and reports a number of mills closed down 
from lack of orders and currency to carry on operations. 
Mr. Miller closed a contract with one of the largest 
hardwood mills in the south for its entire eut and will 
handle the output in this market. 

W. L. Sykes, president, and W. T. Turner, secretary 
of the Emporium Lumber Company, Keating Summit, 
Pa., spent several days with Manager Sheppard at their 
Madison avenue office. 

Cc. b. Hoyt, of Pekin, Ind., manufacturer of hickory, 
ash and oak wagon and carriage: material, was a visitor 
to this city during the last week. Mr. Hoyt turns out a 
fine class of work and is able to get good prices for it. 

Among the visitors were B. C. Curry, jr., and Clem 
Lloyd, of Philadelphia; Harvey M. Dickson and R. F. 
Jones, of Tonawanda. DIXIE. 





THE METROFOLITAN DISTRICT. 

New York, Nov. 26.—Conditions are improving, but 
so slowly that it will be some weeks before the improve- 
ment is noticed in the lumber trade. The question of 
finances is still such a dominant one that lumber buying 
is delayed to the last possible moment, and when Jum- 
ber is wanted it is wanted immediately because all 
houses are carrying lower stocks than ever before. 

EK. J. Marsh, of the Seacoast Lumber Company, l 
Madison avenue, says the cypress situation continues 
slow. He does not expect much new business before 
January 1. Buying is confined to immediate needs, and 
even at prevailing prices none of the heavier eypress 
buyers appear willing to order for stocking up purposes. 
During his last trip south Mr. Marsh found the mills 
had greatly reduced their operations. He says mill 
supplies are low and for that reason prices will not 
change except for the better. 

Thirty-three building plans were filed last week in 
Manhattan and the Bronx, as compared with seventy- 
five for the corresponding weck of last year, the money 
values being $340,565 and $2,195,050, respectively. The 
total permits for new buildings since January 1 num- 
bered 2,631, against 3,534 for the corresponding period 
of last year, representing values of $90,412,349 and 
$131,613,845, respectively. Alterations in the boroughs 
of Manhattan and Bronx amount to over $15,000,000. 
In Brooklyn the falling off is not quite so large. 

The attempted curtailment of outputs of southern 
and North Carolina pine is considered justifiable, be- 
cause within the last month some surplus stocks have 
been offered. The larger wholesalers of these stocks 
know that this is not a time to foree buying, therefore 
any announcement from the south that any of the 
larger mills are shutting down is received with favor. 
Among local southern pine handlers who express them- 
selves along this line are the Wiley Harker & Camp 
Company, R. R. Sizer & Co., Bliss & Van Auken, Hirsh 
Lumber Company and the Atlantic Coast Lumber Cor 
poration. 

B. H. Ellington, of Ellington & Guy, Incorporated, 
Richmond, Va., returned Saturday on the steamship Bal- 
tic from a several weeks’ trip to Europe. As this was 
Mr. Ellington’s first vacation for several years he en- 
joyed it immensely. 

William E. Litchfield, of the hardwood firm of W. FE. 
Litchfield & Bro., Boston, Mass., and North Vernon, Ind., 
spent Friday in this city visiting his customers. Other 
callers for the week ineluded Lewis Dill, Lewis Dill & 
Co., Baltimore, Md.; H. Shumway Lee, Mixer & Co., 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Robert C. Lippincott, Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
J. Wamlin, J. E. Harroun & Son, Watertown; .R. T. 
Jones, R. T. Jones Lumber Company, North Tonawanda; 
Richard P. White, Albany; R. W. Wistar, Wistar, Under- 
hill & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; H. D. Billmyer, Billmyer 
Lumber Company, Cumberland, Md.; J. C. Van Every, 
Snow Lumber Company, High Point, N. C.; W. R. But- 
ler, W. R. Butler & Co., Boston, Mass. 

The local office of the Emporium Lumber Company, 1 
Madison avenue, received a call last week from Presi- 
dent W. L. Sykes, of the company’s main office at Keat- 
ing Summit, Pa. Mr. Sykes reports a fair hardwood 
demand and Local Manager ©. O. Shepard says that 
under the circumstances the call for all hardwood stocks 
is good. He looks for better trade within a few weeks. 

B. B. Burns, of the Tug River Lumber Company, the 
well known hardwood lumber manufacturer, Bristol, 
Tenn., spent part of the week in this city calling on his 
customers and looking over trade generally. He reports 


a lighter demand than usual for this time of the year 
for hardwood stocks, but states that millmen are carry- 
ing limited supplies only and that available stocks are 
quickly moved, 

Van Tyler, of the Tyler Lumber Company, 111 Broad- 
way, returned this morning from a visit of several 
weeks to the company’s large planing and saw mills at 
Tyler, Fla. Mr. Tyler states that the company has 
finished moving its saw mill from Mount Brook, Fla., to 
Tyler and the planing and saw mill are at one location, 
enabling the company to handle its dressed material 
at a better advantage. Mr. Tyler reports a good de- 
mand for cypress and dressed yellow pine, which the 
company handles exclusively. 

The Robert W. Higbie Lumber Company, of New- 
bridge, N. Y., has installed in its hardwood and hemlock 
timber a skidding plant made to special order by the 
Russel Wheel & Foundry Company, of Detroit, Mich. 
This equipment is built with a view to eliminating the 
use of horses in the handling of mountain timber. 





THE TWO TONAWANDAS. 

NortH TONAWANDA, N. Y., Nov. 25.—Not over twenty 
more vessels will arrive at the Tonawandas this season 
with lumber. The boats scheduled to arrive with stock 
are as follows: Steamer Smith and barges Iron City 
and Grace Holland, for White, Gratwick & Mitchell and 
White, Frost & White; steamer C. H. Green and barges 
Genoa and Our Boy, for Robinson Bros.; steamers Buell 
and Weston and barges Stewart and Eleanor, for A. 
Weston & Son; steamer Aztec and barge Miztec, for W. 
Ii. White & Co. and George F. Meyers; steamers Langell 
and Sicken, for the Northern Lumber Company and the 
Xelsey-Dennis Lumber Co.; steamer Myron and barges 
Page and Peshtigo, for Silverthorne & Co. and others; 
steamer Bradley and barge Mary Woolson, for Brady 
sros, 

The receipts by vessel during the last week amounted 
to nearly 6,000,000 feet. The stock was brought in by 
ten bouts and was distributed as follows: 


Boat AND CONSIGNER Feet. 
Steamer AKonyo, G. F. Meyers.............c000. 500,000 
Schooner Jcennctte, Oille & MeKeen.............. 474,491 
Steamer Lumberman, J. VP. Mackenzie........... 249,513 
Schooner Stanley, J. VP. Mackenzie.............. 366,777 
Steamer Vale, A. Weston & Som.............e0. 250,000 
Schooner Mingoc, Northern Lumber Company..... 758,064 
Steamer Strect, A. Weston & Som...........cc00. 850,000 
Steamer Moheyan, miscellaneous................ 1,129,461 
Steamer Flint, Northern Lumber Company........ 1,000,000 
Schooner 1renac, Northern Lumber Company..... 100,000 
Schoomer Arcndc, A. A. TGHIMMBEL...0.ccacccceccr 170,000 


With the exception of 75,000 feet which will come 
down the lakes on the steamer Langell the lumber re- 
ceived on the steamer Flint and barge Arenac today will 
be the last to arrive at the Northern Lumber Company’s 
dock this year, 

The season of lake receipts in Tonawanda closed with 
the arrival of the barge Arenac today with 170,000 feet 
for A. A. Bellinger. The Wilson Box & Lumber Com- 
pany, the Eastern Lamber Company and J. W. Seribner 
& Co., the only other Tonawanda dealers, closed their 
season of receipts last week. 

A leading white pine dealer stated today that a marked 
increase was noted in the amount of business transacted 
last week over that of the earlier part of this month. 





AFFAIRS AT CLOQUET. 

The Jumbers .companies of Cloquet, Minn., will re- 
duce their logging operations about 40 percent this win- 
ter; the only places where logging will be earried on 
to any extent will be on timber permits which will ex- 
pire in one or two years. All the companies have a 
fairly good stock of lumber on hand. 

As a result of the curtailment of logging operations 
in this vicinity it was at first thought that a large num- 
ber of men would be idle this winter, but all men whose 
homes are in Cloquet and are desirous of working in 
the woods this winter can find employment at the cedar 
and pulpwood camps of the Cloquet Tie & Post Com- 
pany. 

Owing to the faet that orders for lumber are light 
and on account of the present stringency in cash the 
wages of woodsmen have been reduced and the planers 
and machine shops will run but eight hours a day dur- 
ing the winter. Regardless of the fact that the lumber 
eut will be reduced considerably next summer a crew 
of men will be kept at work this winter repairing and 
overhauling each mill. 

BEA PABA Iw 


MARINE ENGINE OF HIGH CLASS. 

The Marine Iron Works of Chieago has issued a 
supplement to their catalog No. 17 which illustrates 
fully a number of new machines which they will put 
on the market during the year 1908. Among the new 
machines which they offer for next year are the 500- 
horsepower triple expansion marine engine; their cen- 
trifugal circulating pump, which is constructed to 
meet severe operating conditions; their Pacific lum- 
ber and freight hoist, which is especially constructed 
for hard usage; their steam reverse small deck hoist 
with a lifting capacity of 1,500 pounds; their 7%4- 
inch, 16x10 inch compound marine engine, and a 
number of other marine engines and pumps which 
show a considerable improvement over their old mod- 
els. In addition to these marine engines and pumps 
the new catalog gives illustrations and descriptions 
of stern paddle wheel engines and marine electric 
light sets, together with a large number of engine 
auxiliaries. 

In addition to the usual marine engines the supple- 
ment contains a list of a number of launch engines 
and other machinery for light’ launches, which will 
prove of interest to many people. The supplement 
will be sent upon inquiry addressed to, the Marine 
Iron Works, Station A, Chicago. 
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on the stock you are going to 
handle the coming year and 
while you are thinking about 
it, we wantto remind you that 
there is nothing on the market 
that will beat our 


Goldsvoro 
N. ©. Pine 
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It is perfectly milled, correctly 
graded and satisfies where 
others fail. We solicit your 
inquiries. 
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Kiln Dried, Rough or Dressed 


N. C. PINE 


Dally Capacity 175,000 Feet 

















N. C. PINE 


IN CAR OR CARGO SHIPMENTS. 


UR EQUIPMENT enables us 

to carry a good stock of kiln 

dried, rough and dressed lumber, 

and we have shipping facilities that 
guarentee prompt service. 


Fosburgh Lumber Co. 


MANUFACTURERS 


NORFOLH, VA. 








Eastern { 18 Broadway, NEW YORK. 
Sales Offices: Exchange Bldg., BOSTON. 
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. 
J.C. Turner Lumber Co. 


35,000,000 IN STOCK 














Cypress, 
California Washington 
Redwood, Fir and Cedar 


Cypress, Redwood and 
Cedar Shingles. 


MAIN OFFICE: 
New York City: 1123 Broadway, Cor. 25th Street, 











YARDS: Irvington-on-the-Hadson. 











SEND US YOUR ORDERS 
FOR 


Yellow Pine 


We offer for quick Shipment: 
2cars1x4 B Flat Flooring 





2 * 1x8 No.2Com.S2S 
2 ee 1x10 “e “ ee 
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Stevenson-West Lumber Co. 





a KANSAS CITY, MO. - 











Yellow Pine Lumber 


We have large stocks and every manufacturing facil- 
ity for satisfactory execution of orders for kiln dried 
Flooring, Finish, Ceiling, Siding, 
Mouldings, Base and Casings. 


38-inch Rift Flooring a specialty. Timbers dressed up 
to 24x30 inch, bored up to 20 feet for the trade. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 


Empire Lumber & Mfg. Co., *4i9" 











C.D. BENEDICT & CO. 


PEORIA, ILL. 
Nothing but 


Yellow Pine 
OF ALL KINDS. 


Chicago Office, 


Southern Office, 
1240 Uld Colony Bldg. 


Hattiesburg, Miss, 








THE BRITTON LUMBER CO. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Long Leaf Yellow Pine 


FLOORING AND CAR DECKING A SPEC\ALTY. 





Write for Stock Sheet. 





LAKEWOOD, FLORIDA. 





ROBERT MORGAN, JR. 


Exporter of 


Long Leaf Pitch Pine Lumber 


ORANGE, TEXAS, U.S. A. 


Codes used; Watkins, A.B.C. Cable Address: 
W. Union, Postal. * JUNIOR.” 








WE beg to call attention to our Yard located at 

95th Street and the Belt Railway, where we are 
in position to store and reship lumber at very moder- 
ate cost. In about sixty days we will be ready to re- 
saw and manufacture, including surfacing four sides, 
dressing and matching all classes of heavy stock, and 
respectfully solicit the patronage of the lumber trade. 


CHICAGO CAR LUMBER CO., 


Phone Harrison 5959, 


Pullman Bldg., CHICAGO. 











WITH THE LUMBERMEN ON THE GULF COAST. 


Interior Market is Quiet — Legislative Commission to Investigate Port Conditions at New 
. Orleans— Furmation of Large Lumber Companies. 





CRESCENT CITY NEWS. 

NEw ORLEANS, La., Nov. 25.—Readjustment of mill 
conditions to meet the present financial situation con- 
tinues and many of the lumbermen who have hitherto 
held out against the proposal to curtail output are be- 
ginning to admit the wisdom and the practical necessity 
ot accepting the suggestion, Others are curtailing 
wages as a palliative, among those who have recently 
announced cuts in wage scales ranging from 10 to 15 
percent being the Salmen Brick & Lumber Company, 
of Slidell, La., and the Big Pine Lumber Company, of 
Colfax, La., both operating large plants. As far as 
can be learned the employees are accepting the cut in 
good spirit and no friction has resulted. A number of 
mills are now running three days a week in order to 
keep their men from suffering. Others have decided 
to anticipate their annual shutdowns for repairs and 
have announced the temporary suspension of their cut 
for that purpose, usually with the proviso that work 
will be resumed after the holidays, 

The interior market continues quiet in all lines but the 
export demand is showing gratifying strength. Hard- 
wood exports out of New Orleans are apparently up to 
the usual volume and the price is called fair, while in 
the yellow pine ports of Mississippi the activity is 
marked. Up to November 1 Gulfport had shipped dur- 
ing the year 253,826,000 feet, which may be compared 
with the total shipments during 1906, which amounted 
to 293,125,000 feet. The exports for the first three 
weeks of November are reported heavy and there is no 
doubt that the volume of business for 1907 will exceed 
that for 1906. In the Pascagoula and Moss Point mar- 
ket eleven vessels were reported last week loading at the 
various mills. They will take out about 8,000,000 feet 
of yellow pine lumber and timber, the bulk of it des- 
tined for South and Central Ameriean ports, All the 
mills in the district are said to be working full time 
and the plant of the Hunter-Benn Company, at Seran- 
ton, has resumed its cut after a brief shutdown. 

The Louisiana legislature, now in extra session at 
Baton Rouge, has passed a bill creating a legislative 
commission to investigate port conditions at New Or- 
leans as a result of the charges developed during the 
recent strike of dock laborers. The commission has been 
clothed with authority to summon witnesses, compe! the 
production of books and papers and to get to the bot- 
tom of the entire matter so that it should finally ascer- 
tain the cause of the loss of maritime commerce of New 
Orleans to Galveston and other rivals. The members 
of the commission were chosen from the membership of 
the house and senate. Two of the five members are lum- 
bermen and a third is George Terriberry, member of 
the lower house, who is attorney for the New Orleans 
Lumber Exporters’ Association in its complaint against 
the New Orleans railroads, now pending before the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. Representative Swords R. 
Lee, another member, is president and general manager 
of the Lee Lumber Company, in Grant parish. The 
other lumberman upon the commission is Representative 
Fritz Salmen, member of the well known Salmen Brick 
& Lumber Company, at Slidell. The legislature has 
wisely chosen most of the commission members from out- 
side of New Orleans, the interior business men being 
as greatly interested in fair conditions at this port as 
are the citizens of New Orleans themselves. The sen- 
ate seiected as its representatives Senators Cordill and 
Barret, the first being a prominent business man and 
capitalist, well known here, and the second one of the 
leading lawyers of Shreveport. 

The Panama Canal Commission has recently award- 
ed the Southern Saw Mill Company, of this city, contract 
for lumber amounting in value to $7,975 for the Pan- 
ama canal work. Bids for the furnishing of about 
6,000,000 feet of southern pine or Douglas fir will, it 
is understood, be received in a short time. 

The strike of a gusher in the Anse la Butte oil fields 
near Breaux Bridge, La., has he!ped the lumber business 
in that section by creating a strong market for lumber. 
Contracts for the construction of nine derricks have al- 
ready been made and probably more are to come. All 
of the lumber will be furnished by the Breaux Bridge 
mills, it is stated. 

The present depression has failed to head off the 
organization of new lumber companies, new concerns 
being reported continually through Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi. Most of them, however, are eapitalized for 
small amounts, ranging as a rule from $5,000 to $10,000. 
Two recent exceptions, however, are worthy of note. 
Charter of the Southern Lumber & Timber Company, 
domiciled at Hattiesburg, Miss., and capitalized at 
$50,000, is now being published. The incorporators are 
W. H. and N. P. Hatten, of Wiggins, Miss., and R. Bat- 
son, of Hattiesburg. The other is the Rex Planing Mill 
Company, of Meridian, Miss., capitalized at $50,000 and 
organized by C. L. Gray, R. P. Osler, J. G. Daly, C. F. 
Thompson and associates. 

E. W. Anderson, secretary of the Monroe Progressive 
League, has been notified that the Pioneer Pole & Shaft 
Company has temporarily abandoned its intention to 
build a mill at Monroe. 

The stave market has been comparatively unaffected 
by the flurry, exports being heavy and the European de- 
mand steadily increasing. S. N. Abbott, a stave manu- 
facturer of Maynard, Ark., who was in New Orleans 
on business recently, reports that the supply of stave 
timber is being rapidly depleted in his section and that 











it will not be many years before the stage of exhaus- 


tion will be reached. 
The Jeanerette Lumber & Shingle Company, of Jean- 
erette, La., has been notified that a silver medal has 
been awarded to its exhibit of red and curled cypress 
at the Jamestown Exposition. 
Exports during the week: 
Steamship Fert, Marseilles and Genoa—11,368 pieces gum 
lumber, 6,050 pipe staves, 5,820 West India staves, 4,910 
Staves, 2 113 French claret staves, 802 hogshead staves, 
14,841 pipe staves, 25.251 Genoa staves, 9,527 flat bucket 
staves, 1,547 pieces pine lumber. 
Steamship MVictutor, Ceiba, Belize and Vort 
OCO feet pine lumber. 
Steamship Mewsican, Liverpool 









sarrios—96,- 


66 ash logs, 63 oak logs. 


Steamship J/rishman, Havre—620 cedar logs, 60 poplar 
logs. 

Steamship Berwind, Porto Rico—201 bundles box mate- 
rial. 

Steamship Anna, Marseilles and Cadiz—155.314 oak 
Staves, 7.099 pieces oak lumber, 259 bundles oak lumber, 


3,818 bund.es gum lumber, 20,000 feet) pine 


lumber, 
pieces oak lumber, 1,629 pieces pine lumber. 


1,927 


Steamship Samara, UWavre—2,517 pieces pine lumber. 
Steamship Ll Valle, New York—351,760 feet lumber, 


3,298 bundles box material, 1,452 barrels turpentine. 


Steamship Appomattor, Bocas del Toro—t7 pieces pil- 
ing, 60 pieces yellow pine lumber. 

Steamship Ll Monte, New York 
7,000 staves. 

Steamship Huntcliff, 
gum lumber, 933— pi 


675,000 feet lumber, 
tristol and Rotterdam—8,340 pieces 
pieces oak lumber, 9,071) pieces cotton 
wood lumber, 2.171 pieces walnut lumber, 1,130 pleces pine 
lumber, 1,454 bundles gum lumber, 4,052 oak staves, 1.625 
bundles handles, 108 ash logs, 3,342 tank staves, 9 popiar 
logs. 


Steamship Anti/lian, Liverpool—12 hickory logs, 
Steamship Michigan, London— 12 oak logs, 30 ash logs. 
Steamship Welsh Prince, Newcastle and Ilavre —1,419 


pieces ash lumber, 996 bundles handles, 61 persimmon logs, 
151 poplar logs, 400 cedar logs, 19 hickory logs, 40 walnut 


logs, 5,956 pieces gum lumber, 3.206 pieces oak lumber, 
S26 bundies oak lumber, 758 dogwood logs, 9,390 pipe 
Staves. 

Steamship Rathlin Head, Belfast—120 bundles handles, 
41,776 pieces heading, 36.220) staves, 2.000) bundles gum 
staves, 9,944 pieces pine lumber, 11,153 pieces gum lumber, 
2.247 pieces oak lumber, 1,818 pieces walnut lumber, 255 


persimmon 
pine timber. 
Steamship Mobila, Belize 
lumber, 114 bundles lumber. 
Steamship Norhkeim, Tampico 


logs, 24 poplar logs, 53 hickory logs, 13. pieces 


and Tort Barrios—404  pleces 


1,169 creosoted cross ties, 


1,080 pieces yellow pine lumber, 900 bundles staves, 1,788 
pleces oak lumber, 1.520 pieces flooring. 
Steamship /mpecrator, Vort Limon—1,256 pieces yellow 


pine lumber. 
Steamship Tropea, Hamburg—1.338 pieces oak lumber, 
192 bundles oak lumber, 650 pieces poplar lumber, 93> pop 


lar logs, S02 pieces heading, 59,011 oil staves, 7.385 pieces 
pine lumber, 693) pieces dogwood lumber, 121 persimmon 
logs, 40 bundles oars, 2.680 pieces gum lumber, 180) cases 


cedar pencil slats, 5,120 dunnage staves, 57,260 pieces wal 
nut lumber, 552 bundles walnut lumber, 120 walnut logs, 
5.751) pieces cottonwood lumber, 347 bundles cottonwood 
lumber, 209 pieces handles, 283 sacks handles, 10,090 tank 
staves. ° 

Steamship Delmira, Rotterdam 
cases cedar slats, 128 pieces 
lumber, 


118,738 oak staves, 650 
; pine timber, 98,763 pieces pine 
87.280) pieces cottonwood lumber, 188 poplar 


logs, 


6285 pieces walnut lumber, 4,876 pleces cypress lumber, 
14,872 pieces oak lumber, 25.620 pleces gum lumber, 420 
cedar logs, 6,720 pieces ash lumber. 

Steamship Lilis, Colon—3,195 pieces pine lumber, 500 


cross ties. 


Steamship Jndian, Liverpool—10,000 pieces oak lumber, 


5,000 pieces pine lumber, 2,000 pieces gum lumber, 12.000 
Staves, 170 cases handles. 
Steamship Desterso, Hamburg—176,500 oll staves, 2,200 


heading staves, 1,903 pieces cottonwood lumber, 249 pieces 
pine lumber, 1,189 pieces oak lumber. 

Lumber receipts at the Basins (coastwise shipments) 
totaled for the week 767,000 feet. 





ON MISSISSIPPI SOUND. 


GuLFporRT, Miss., Nov, 23.—Lack of ears is the great 
est difficulty being experienced by manufacturers of 
lumber. Along the Gulf & Ship Island railroad the 
situation is improving and better things are promised. 
Mills at Moss Point and along Pearl river are fairly 
independent of the ear situation, as they have excellent 
water facilities. Moss Point has water deep enough 
for shallow draft seagoing vessels and even heavy draft 
vessels take on part of their cargo there and finish at 
Ship island or at this city. The Gulfport channel has 
twenty-three feet of water and at high tide it is deeper. 
At Moss Point vessels are loading with approximately 
5,000,000 feet of lumber, sent out by the L. N. Dantzler 
Lumber Company, and other vessels are loading at this 
port for the same company. 

Stormy weather has prevailed on the Gulf for the last 
week and has occasioned some damage to shipping. The 
launch Grace was sent to Mobile to tow a barge of 
lumber and on its return struck heavy seas. Its rudder 
was broken, but another was improvised and it arrived 
safely in port. 

The Italian bark France Cherre is reported to have 
been burned recently at Montevideo, Uruguay. No in- 
surance was carried and the vessel was a total loss. 

Continuous rains have caused high floating tides in 
the small rivers and creeks and logs cut in the summer 
are coming down in great numbers. At Moss Point 
considerable trouble is being experienced, as the ponds 
were already full of logs and it is difficult to care for 
more. 

A fire at Vidalia, a turpentine camp near this city 
destroyed $5,000 worth of turpentine Saturday. 

Four of the fourteen vessels in port are steamships. 
They will load for European ports. 

A Russel two-line combination skidding and loading 
machine, with large power plant for handling heavy 
timber in tree lengths, has been put into operation by 
the Deemer Manufacturing Company, of Philadelphia, 
Miss. To expedite the handling this machine is equipped 
with a hydraulic lift. 
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REVIEW OF LIVERPOOL TRADE FOR OCTOBER. 





Hopeful Conditions Interrupted By Money Fiurry—Review By Woods—Tabular Summary 
for October—New Liverpool Rules to Be Discussed by Exporters. 





LATE LIVERPOOL ADVICES. 

LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND, Nov. 5.—At the beginning of 
last month nearly every department of. the lumber trade 
of this district showed a more hopeful tone than had 
been evident for several months. This became more 
marked about October 15 and people breathed more 
freely, hoping that the worst of the year’s business was 
over. This hopefulness did not last long for the finan- 
cial crash in America seriously affected those who buy on 
¢. i. f. terms and deal in transactions of a similar nature. 
The drain of gold to America has been so large that the 
bank rate after making a jump from 4% to 5% percent 
was quickly followed by another to 6 percent, to be 
again advanced to 7 percent. Pessimists prophesy an- 
other increase of 1 percent. The position is bad enough 
as it is with the lumber trade and its long dated bills. 
The fear exists in some quarters that those holders of 
any class of lumber will ship it, regardless of quantity or 
quality, for immediate realization. The consignors may 
draw against bills of lading for amounts of invoices, but 
under the conditions consignees will be wary of accept- 
ing drafts until the goods are landed on the quays. 

American Woods. 

Importations of sawn pitch pine lumber into the ports 
on the Mersey last month were, fortunately, small, and 
though consumption has been fair the stocks aggregate 
1,952,000 eubie feet. Most of this is of an inferior 
class. One is led to believe that the Liverpool district 
is the dumping ground for all the refuse of American 
shipping ports. Thousands of logs received are fit only 
to be sunk in the coal mines where, no doubt, they will 
tind a resting place when the price has dropped low 
enough for this purpose. The posi.ion of sawn pitch 
pine lumber has not improved. The market is. still 
choked with a stock of 590,000 eubie feet. Upwards of 
7,000,000 feet board measure is enough to depress any 
market. The supply of hewn pitch pire logs was mod- 
erate and with a stock denuded of nearly all prime wood 
it met with ready sale. Shipments for future delivery 
should be confined to logs of this description, for none 
other are wanted. 

Oak. 

The stock of American oak logs is small and consists 
of recent arrivals. The prospect is fair for shipments of 
freshly cut logs of good to large average sizes, which will 
probably bring good prices when the financial excitement 
is over. A full importation of oak lumber, principally 
eut to sizes for railroad car building, has been received. 
All first class arrivals have been on contract and have 
gone in.o consumption as soon as they were landed. 
Inferior cuts, out sizes and ordinary thick timber forms 
the major part of the stock, which totals 175,000 cubie 
feet. A large proportion of this stock has been on hand 
for many months ard is practically unsalable. Pro- 
lucers of oak lumber should find other outlets for their 
was.e after cutting their contract specifications, because 
much of it is not worth freight and. charges. Ordinary 
shipments, even under the most stringent contracts, al- 
ways afford sufficient rejections to supply the market 
with ‘‘ outings. ’’ 

Walnut. 

Logs sent over last month were of a poor grade and 
these are what we do not want. They have to be sold 
for immediate realization, with the natural result that 
very low prices have been taken. Logs of medium to 
large average sizes, sound and straight grained, are 
what is wan.ed and such shipments would probably do 
well for the shipper. Walnut lumber is in fair request 
and if of good quality and in sound condition it brings 
good prices. 

Red Gum. 

‘*Satin walnut,’’ so christened many years ago by an 
enterprising American, who had some to exploit in this 
market, is selling fairly well, but only the primest qual- 
ities of lumber and the best of logs are called for. 
Lower grades are difficult to sell even at prices which 
can not be remunerative to the shippers. 

Poplar. 

Canary whitewood is wanted in the form of both 
logs and lumber. When these are of good quality and 
size they sell readily at good prices. 

Sequoia. 

The small stock of 1,000 eubie feet is where it was 
last mon.h, not a piece having been sold since then. 
This lumber does not find the favor with consumers 
which was at first anticipated. 

British Columbia and Oregon Pine. 


One small arrival of this lumber was received last 
month and with an improved demand the stock has 


been reduced. All the sales have been of, a retail 
character. 
Canadian Woods. 


The shipping season at Montreal and Quebee will have 
closed for the season by the time these lines are in 
print. Pine deals and lumber of the lower qualities 
continue most in demand and some shippers are over- 
sold. The extremely high prices required for first 
quality are a bar to its consumption. All the pine tim- 
ber and oak arrived on contract. 


Mahogany, Etc. 

Public sales held last month by Alfred Dobell & Co. 
and Edward Chaloner & Co. on November 17 and 18, 
respectively, at.racted large and influential audiences. 
Among the latter were those identified with the Amer- 
ican market. As usual they were the most prominent 
buyers of the best wood in the catalogs. Logs which 
suited their requirements were eagerly competed for and 
full prices were the result. Good sound wood was 
eagerly bid for and everything of this description was 
seized upon with avidity by buyers for the American 
markets. Thus the Britishers had to be content wi.h the 
inferior class of stuff, of which there was a_ super- 
abundance. Consequently prices were easier than at 
previous sales and some of the lowest grades were with- 
drawn. The latter was mostly sold by private treaty 
af.er the public proceedings. During the two days’ 
sales 2,126,154 feet were disposed of. Some of the 
logs, more or less of a figurey character, sold at 24 
cents, 30 cents, 40 cents, 78 cents and 41.25 a foot. 
Sales for this month will be looked for with great 
interest because of the financial condition. 





LIVERFOOL LUMBERMEN IGNORE UNITED 
STATES MEASUREMENT RULES. 


BALTIMORE, MpD., Nov. 26.—Official information has 
been received by the National Lumber Exporters’ Asso- 
ciation from Liverpool concerning the conditions in- 
sisted upon by the brokers, merchants and buyers there 
relative to the measurement of lumber received from 
the United States. Mention has already been made of 
the fact that the Liverpool merchan.s and buyers in 
framing their terms ignored entirely the new rules of 
the National Hardwood Association, using as their basis 
the rules of 1905, which have been superseded, or will 
be on January 1, the date on which the new Liverpool 
terms are to become effec.ive. The new Liverpool rules, 
which bear the date of November 5 and were adopted 
at a meeting held October 31 in the office of Alfred 
Dobell & Co., will be submitted’ for action to the mem- 
bers of the National Lumber Exporters’ Association, the 
board of direc.ors taking action. Copies of the rules 
have been sent out to the several members of the board 
and in due time their replies will be received by Secre- 
tary EK. M. Terry. A meeting may be called soon to 
deal with the subject. The new rules are as follows: 


1. The measurement shall be ascertained by the ‘‘American 
Roard Measure Rule.” 

2. First or prime quality, medium quality and cull qual- 
ity are identical respectively with the American grades of 
ones and twos, No. 1 common and No. 2 common, as ex- 
pressed in the current rules of inspection of the National 
Ilardwood Lumber Association which came into operation 
December 1, 1905. 

4. Thicknesses shall be taken to eighths inch in sizes of 
%-inch and under for .rough and %-inch and under for 
planed lumber, to quarter-inch in sizes of inch to one and 
one-half inches, and to half-inch in sizes from one and 
one-half inches and upward, thicknesses to be taken a foot 
from the thinnest place. 

4. Tapering lumber shall be measured for width at two 

feet from the narrowest end for 10 feet and up long and at 
one foot from the narrowest end for under 10 feet long. 
5. In the case of consignment parcels, all split or dam- 
aged lumber to be measured and go with the rest of the 
parcel, no allowance to be made for splits or defects. In 
the case of contract parcels, no allowance to be made for 
splits or defects, but all lumber split or damaged (in 
excess of what is permitted in the several grades by the 
inspection rules of the National Hardwood Lumber Asso- 
ciation which came into operation on December 1, 1905) is 
to be laid aside and sold separately on its merits at ex- 
treme measure. 

6. The lengths of lumber measured by the “American 
3oard Measure Rule” shall be taken to the full foot, odd 
inches in lengths in all cases being taken back to the foot 
below. All lumber to be contended to half superficial feet. 
All fractions of less than half a foot to be dropped. 

7. The above rules and regulations to come into opera- 
tion under all contracts made on and after January 1, 1908. 





LAUNCH MACHINERY 


should be easy and safe to operate—therefore not 
gasoline; must be dependable and economical—there- 
fore steam. Just such machinery outfits as built 
complete by the Marine Iron Works, Station A, Chi- 
eago. Catalog free. 


S.T.Alcus& Co.,Ltd. 


MANUFACTURERS 


COTTONWOOD 
BAY POPLAR 


— AND — 


RED GUM 
LUMBER. 


PACKING BOXES 
AND BOX SHOUKS 


NEW ORLEANS, LA. 








Garyville, Louisiana. ~ . 
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WE WANT 


ORDERS - ORDERS 
RED AND SAP GUM 


ALL GRADES 
BOX BOARDS DRY 


Send Us Your Orders. We 
Can Make Quick Deliveries. 














Kentucky Lumber Co. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 











Liverpool Lumber Statistics for October, 1907. 









































































IMPORT. || CUNSUMPTION, i STOCK. 

Ocronzr. | From Ist Jan, to 3lst Vct. || OcTOBER. From Ist Jan. to 31st Oct. Slst October. 1 

1905. | 190. | 1907, | 1905. | 1906 | 1907, |} 1905. | 1900. | 1907. | 1905. | 1906, | 1907. | 1905. | 1906. | 1907. | 

Hewn Pitch Pino “eubie feet. Nil. | Na. | Nil. | gt.000) Nit | G2.000) Nik | Nit | 6.000) 15.000} 22,000 6,000. 61,000 

Sawn Vitch Pino .... a a 25,000) 20,000) 824,000) 1,160,000: 1,707 85,000) 107,000) 112,000] 178,000 427,000 1,024,000 

Pitch Vine Plioks ; * 16,000} 28 000) | , 000 F 5,000, 25,000 165,000} 65,000 7.000; 96,000 

162,000} 150,000, 100) 325,000) 46,000) 46,000, $22. 366,000} 142,000) 482,000; 466,000 

3,000) Nil. | ,000) 66,000) 104 3,600, — 3,000) 39. 4,000) 000 18,000! 

: ba 26,000} 17,000} 4,000) 84,000) 38.000) 17,06 161,000 27.000) 000! 112,000! 

Spruce Deals. standurds, 7,990} 1,550) 4,680) 48,560) 6,110, 8,150) 35.7 19,780) 27,160, 30,460| 

Pine Deals ....... pe 1,150} 1,280 Y10) 5,490) a ial 6,330 3,200 2,26 1,670 
Baltic Ked Deals .......... o% 29 2 yoo! 7b 9 

|| Baltic White De spine! Mans lant Pesan a ae 16,120] 8,51) 10,640} 10,790 

|| Baltio Flooring ..., 590} 1,210} 1,700) 9,510) 1,10) 1,200 11,000) 247%) 24 2,320 

Gulatz, &c., White |) Nil. 1,840] Nil. 5,240) suo) 4 4600) 2nd « 1.460 

Oak, Canadian and U.S, _—_ | _ 15,000[ 2,000) — 1,000) Nil. 000; — 1, 19,000 








Any Dealer 
Can See 
Through This— 


Simi ly because we always keep 
a large stock on hand we can 
fill orders promptly. Drop us a line at once 
if you want some interesting prices we are mak- 
ing on a stock of 19,000,0U0 feet of well as- 
surted and selected rough 


POPLAR 


Bevel Siding, Drop Siding. Ceiling, Casing, Shelving, 
"Cesner tas oS face, Hear ~— Window Jambs, ; 
and Beer Siaves and Headiag. 


Prices yonrs for the ask'ng. 


Swann-Day Lumber Co. 


CLAY CITY, KENTUCKY. 

















— 


ate FLOORING 


Klin Dried, Bored, 
End Matched, Hollow 
Backed and Polished 


HARDWOOD LUMBER 
and BEVEL SIDING. 





























WEW GLASGOW PLANING MILL CO., GLASGOW, KENTUCKY. 
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Let's 
Talk 
About 
Something ~ 
of Mutual 


Interest— 


Str Mea 


ee ae 








© 77/Maad 


Good stock and prompt shipments. 
These are two of the things we in- 
sist on giving our customers and 
because we own and operate four 
mills continuously, when it comes 
to 


Band Sawed Oak, 
Gum, Cypress, Ete. 


we can come as near filling orders 
satisfactorily as any 
earth. 


quainted with the advantages to be 


concern on 


If you want to become ac- 


gained in buying direct of a manu- 
facturer, drop usa line. 


Lamb- Fish Lumber Ce. 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 














OAK FLOORING 


Kiln Dried End Matched 
and 
Bored 


Hollow 
Polished Backed 





























Poplar, Oak, Gum, Cypress 


ROUGH OR DRESSED. 


Quick Shipments. 














WRITE FOR PRICES. 


THE WIBORG & HANNA CO. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 





Kiln Dried, End Matched and Bored. 
—————————————————————EEE=E 


COMPLETE STOCK OF HEMLOCK. 


Foster-Latimer Lumber Co. 


MELLEN, WISCONSIN. 








For Quick Shipment 


Piled at the Mill. 13c. rate to Kansas City. 
5 Cars, 2x4—10 to 16’. 5 Cars, 2x6—10 to 16’. 


Jd. H. Tschudy Hardwood Lumber Co. 


Wholesale and Retail. 
Yards, 2300 to 2316 Broadway, KANSAS GITY, Mf), ; 








SEATTLE, WASH., Nov. 23.—Local mills have just re- 
ceived a eall for bids from the Isthmian Canal Com- 
mission on 5,000,000 to 6,000,000 feet of fir, to be de- 
livered either at La Boea or Colon for use on the Pan- 


ama canal. The eal! is principally for rough stock, 
ranging in size from 1x3 to 12x14. Very little finished 


stock is offered. One hundred and thirty-five sizes are 
wanted. This is one of the largest orders in which the 
government has ever called for bids on the Pacific coast. 
Owing to present conditions it is expected plenty of 
bids will be received from this section. 

A meeting of lumber and shingle wholesalers will be 
held Monday in the office of Barnes & Mauk for the 
purpose of forming a protective organization to combat 
the canceling of orders when stocks have been shipped 
in good faith. H. S. Stein, of Barnes & Mauk, and J. 
on “Butler, of the Parker-Bell Lumber Company, have 
been appointed a committee to draft a constitution and 
rules which will be presented for adoption. The plan is 
to hire an attorney and to refuse to cancel any order 
already shipped. If necessary the association will go 
into the courts to collect claims where cancelations are 
alleged. 

The association will also undertake to settle questions 
regarding quality of the shipments when such claims 
arise and attempt to eradicate the losses already sus- 
tained therefor. 


Among the Lumbermen. 


James EF. Bell, of Everett, has just returned from a_ tour 
of the east. Tle says the demand for Washington forest 
products east of the Miasissippl valley is extraordinary. The 
placing of orders, he says, will start after the sale of crops. 

The log output of Washington is said to be about 15. per- 


cent of normal. Camps are closing everywhere. The asso- 
ciation is holding its list firm, but prices are badly off at 
all points. i 

Robert S. Wilson, the lumber and shingle manufacturer, 
with offices in the Alaska building, will leave soon for his 
usual midwinter trip to eastern points, where he will look 
into trade conditions and meet his customers. He expects 


to be gone about six weeks. 
Nells Burdick, with the Old Oregon Lumber 
this city, returned recently from an extended 


Company, of 
business trip 


to Minnesota points, where he was looking after the com- 
pany’s shipments. 
The Parker-Bell Lumber Company is making an all band 


and is 
yesterday 


mill of its Philehuck plant 
A new 10-foot band arrived 


incre asing its capacity. 
and is being put in 


s. Bennett, of the Jay S. Bennett Lumber Company, 
says shingles are stiffer. He has sold several carloads this 
reek at prices prevailing before October 15. 

7 . Butcher, of the United States Lumber Company, says 
his firm will not take business until the rate matter is set- 








a 


tled and the market becomes steady. 

T. S. Collins has sold his shingle mill at Sisco, Snohomish 
county, and 2.000 acres of timber to Charles O. Elwood, of 
Minneapolis. The consideration is said to have been $57,000. 


Mr. Elwood has moved his family to this city, where he will 
make his home and where he will open offices. 

The Standard Lumber & Shingle Company has shut down 
its Green Spur mill. 

The A. VP. Henderson Lumber 
its mills and will hold stocks until the 


Company has closed all of 
market improves. 


Fred A. England says eastern shingle orders are not bad. 
3eside other business this week he has booked twenty cars 
of 18-inch for eastern shipment. 

W. I. Ewart, the well known timber land operator, left 
last night for a three weeks’ trip east. He will visit Chi- 
eago, St. Paul and other peints. He is also a delegate from 


Rivers & Harbors Con- 
attend. 


the Seattle Commercial Club to the 
gress at Washington, which he will 


The Chamber of Commerce has named Victor H. Beck- 
man and C. E. White, of this city, as its delegates to attend 
the Rivers & Hi irbors C ongress at Washington. 

Secretary L. G. Horton, of the Northwest Lumber Com- 
pany, says the company has closed its Kerriston mill. This 
company has its dry kilns filled and its dry lumber sheds 


packed ‘with stock which cannot be 
Schwager & Nettleton are 
tions settle. 
John A. Hughes, of the John A. Hughes Lumber Company, 
is not trying to do business until the rate question is settled. 
H. A. Muilley, of the Old Oregon Lumber Company, says 
no business is being offered and none can be handled until 
conditions improve along the rate line. 


shipped for lack of cars. 
holding off until market condi- 





VIEWS OF A PACIFIC COAST LUMBERMAN ON 
THE FINANCIAL SITUATION. : 

SEATTLE, WasH., Nov. 23.—W. I. Ewart, the timber 
land dealer of this city, who has had many years’ ex- 


perience in the lumber business in the east and on the 
coast, gives his views of the existing business situation 








TRADE CONDITIONS ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 


Seattle Mills Receive Call for Bids from Isthnrian Canal Commission—Prominent Timber 
Land Dealer’s Views of the Business Situation. 


BBP PPP PPP PPP 





as applying particularly to the lumber trade of the Pa- 
cifie coast as follows: 

; The financial stringency or panic from which the country 
is suffering is due primarily to the tremendous shrinkage 
of values in Wall street during the last twelve months. <A 
shrinkage equivalent to twice the amount of our national 
debt could occur in no other country without utter collapse. 


The other contributing factor has been the universal and 
unreasonable inflation of prices, For the last two years 
things have been going under such high pressure that the 


safety valve had to begin to blow off to prevent explosion. 
Many labored efforts have been made by ambitious statis- 
ticians to justify the high scale of prices, but the plain fact 
remains that lumber and almost every other commodity 
had been boosted away beyond reason, making reaction in- 
evitable. The action of the president in offering Panama 
bonds and government certificates of indebtedness will ease 
up the situation wonderfully and may result in promptly 
setting everything right. i 
_ Speaking broadly, “conditions 
for continued prosperity than at present. Almost bumper 
crops, with shortage abroad and consequent high prices ; ab- 
solutely no adverse conditions except the hecessary reaction 


were never more favorable 


from undue inflation in current values, and the reckless 
manipulation of stock gambling interests—begun appar- 
ently with intent to give the dear people an object lesson. 
rhe most remarkable feature of this whole upset has been 
the unanimity with which the banks of the nation—north 
south, east and west have stood together in protecting 
their cash reserves by resort to the certificate plan of pay- 
ment The universal adoption of this clearing house plan 
has prevented the development of any weak elements if 
such existed and has solved the question temporarily at 
least It is now up to Congress to devise some permanent 
scheme of currency expansion suited to emergencies which 
will make this expedient of clearing house certificates un- 


necessary in 

Locally we 
from the 
rates—an 


future. 

have to confront the 
attempted increase of 
attempt 


demoralization 
( 25 percent 
which no one seriously 


] resulting 
in lumber freight 
believes will suc- 


ceed. Without undertaking to discuss the merits of this 
question, it May be remarked that if the railway magnates 
were sincere when twelve months ago they predicted im 
pending financial distress it is difficult to see how in the 
face of such approaching conditions it should be thought 
possible to exact an increase of 25 percent in lumber 
freight charges. Evidently some other consideration than 
the plain logic of the situation was introduced into the 
problem; but since the whole question is to be adjudicated 
on its merits there is searcely a doubt that the old rates 
will be restored with possibly a reduction to the Missouri 


river, 
prove 


and in the 
a decided 


end the 
and lasting 


present 
benetit. 
COMPLETION OF A MODEL WIRE ROPE PLANT. 


The new plant of the Broderick 


hardship may therefore 


& Bascom Rope Com- 


pany for the manufacture of wire rope, recently manu- 
factured in Seattle, is completed and in operation. In 
the building of this plant no expense was spared in 


making it one of the most complete of its kind in the 
country, all the machinery used for making wire 
being of the latest patterns, designed by E, P. 
erick, the general superintendent, and built by 
pany at its works in St. 

The ‘* power steel rope’’ 
Bascom Company 


rope 
Fred 
the com- 
Louis. 

made by 
met with 


the Broderick & 


has remarkable sue- 


Rope 


cess in the logging camps of Washington, Oregon and 
California, as well as in other sections of the country, 
and the company’s increased business on the Pacifie 


coast necessitated the construction of this big plant at 


Seattle, the St. Louis works, covering four acres of 
ground, being too small to meet the demand for its 


product. 


In addition to “power steel rope’? for logging the 
company makes all kinds of wire rope for all purposes. 


The building 
brick, 
with steel trusses, 


in which the 
conerete 


wire rope is made in Seattle 
and steel construction, 200x70 feet, 
leaving a clear space throughout its 
length. This building will extended to nearly 
double it Each machine is motor driven by 
variable speed motors. A 400-horsepower electric motor 
is employed, doing away with many belts, shafting and 


is of 


soon be 


ssize, 


pulleys. The electrie equipment was furnished by the 

Westinghouse Electric Company, Pittsburg, Pa. : 
The warehouse is 200x90 feet and stores the raw 

material, also the spooling, welding and testing ma- 


chinery. The wire is first tested in tensil, bending tor- 
sion and elongation values, and is then wound on spools 
and sent to the manufacturing department, where it 
is made into a complete rope. The greatest care is 
taken that every wire in each rope is tested before it 
is accepted. 

The testing department is complete in every respect, 











FACTORY AND OFFICE OF THE BRODERICK & BASCOM ROPE COMPANY IN SEATTLE, 
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the test being made on a 10,000-pound automatic machine 
built especially for the purpose. A testing machine to 
test a complete wire rope up to a strain of 200,000 
pounds is also under construction. All wire and rope 
made by the company is’ electrically welded and every 
facility has been taken advantage of for convenience 
and economy of handling from the raw material to the 
shipment of the finished product. A railroad switch con- 
nects with the Northern Pacific railroad and runs _ be- 
tween the two buildings. Covered platforms extend 
from each to permit the handling of raw material and 
manufactured product with the highest degree of 
economy and convenience. 

The Broderick & Bascom Rope Company is one of 
the largest and best known concerns of this kind in the 
country. The selling in the west is looked after by 
the $. B. Hicks & Sons’ Company, which has large 
stores and warehouses in Seattle in which it carries a 
complete line of wire rope and logging supplies, besides 
having a branch in Aberdeen, Wash., and Portland, Ore. 





NORTHERN WASHINGTON NOTES. 

EvereT?T, WASH., Nov. 21.—The surplus of logs in the 
Sound is smaller than it has been for years, a condition 
which causes producers considerable satisfaction because 
it means a stimulation of prices and an active demand 
when mills resume operations. 

This condition is responsible for the fact that °90 
percent of the camps are closed, the smaller dealers hav- 
ing suspended activities several months ago and the 
larger producers more recently. 

Local authorities state that camps will not resume 
before February 1, as a resumption in logging hinges 
entirely on the condition of the lumber market and its 
demand for the forest product. 

Frank R. Pendleton says: 

Loggers have been paying their men too much for their 
services. Some of us have brought about a reduction, but 
by the first of the year a general movement on the part of 
operators will be made and a new and lower schedule is to 
be placed in operation. From our standpoint many ques- 
tions demand that we cut wages. 

The demand for fir and cedar is light. Many mills are 
closed and those running buy only enough to keep them 
going. ‘They are banking up no surpluses. The prospect 
for a good market next year is excellent. The shortage of 
logs in Puget sound means that prices will probably drop no 
lower than they are; the shortage also means good demand 
when the mills resume. 


Col. Rowland H. Hartley, of the Clough-Hartley Shin- 
gle Company, this city, which, with 99 percent of the 
other shingle plants in the northwest is closed down, be- 
lieves that the industry will be revivified by March 1. 
He says: 

Any mill in the east which is able to continue business 
to November 20 is considered a marvel. From that date 
to May all the plants there remain closed. In this locality 
it is the belief that mills should run day and night all the 
year round. 

For the preservation of the lumber and shingle trade each 
year mills should close down several months; such a course 
would have a stimulating effect upon the industry by keep- 
ing up demand and maintaining good prices. In this way 
mills would be able to operate the balance of the year 
without intermission and at a profit. Continual operation 
always results in overproduction; overproduction creates 
erratic market conditions which must eventually bring 
about a cessation of production. If the people would only 
stop to look at the situation from that standpoint fewer 
objections would be raised to the annual period of idleness. 

Business in general may slacken somewhat, but no one 
should lose sight of the fact that every state in the Union 
is watching the state of Washington, is sending its money 
and brawn here for investment. Washington's unusual 
natural resources form a magnet to attract capital, prob- 
ably to a greater extent than any other state in the United 
States, 

Manager William Boner, of the Weyerhaeuser Lum- 
ber Company, states that he will probably close down 
the mill about the middle of December. 

A device designed by a local party to reduce the size 
of shingle bundles will soon be placed on the market. 
The invention is called a steam shingle press and was 
evolved by John Thurston, of this city. The machine 
has a eapacity of 700,000 shingles daily and its pur- 
pose is to press bundles from each end, driving the 
packed shingles closer to the binding, thereby reducing 
their size so that more bundles may be loaded into a 
box car. 





WESTERN WASHINGTON NEWS. 

TACOMA, WASH., Nov. 21.—Decidedly out of the ordi- 
nary is a shipment of timbers being made to Min- 
neapolis this week by the Pacific National Lumber 
Company. The Hill roads, unable to handle the busi- 
ness themselves, refused to haul Canadian Pacific 
cars to enable that road to take it, although the 
shippers were willing to pay the local rate. There 
are about 225,000 feet of these timbers, running in 
size up to 20x20x90. They were cut at the company’s 
mill on the Tacoma Eastern railroad, hauled to Ta- 
coma on Tacoma Eastern cars and reloaded at the 
wharf to the deck of the American steamship Hyades, 
a former Oriental liner, The Hyades goes to San 
Pedro via the Pacific ocean. There the timbers are 
unloaded and put on flat cars and go by rail via the 
San Pedro road and Omaha into Minneapolis via the 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincey. The freight amounts 
to about $10 more than if the timbers went via the 
Hill roads or Canadian Pacific. In addition to other 
cargo, all lumber, the Hyades is taking for the same 
company 75,000 feet of spars to New York via San 
Pedro: The Pacific National is putting 615,000 feet 
on the Hyades. The balance of its cargo is made up 
of shipments by the Lucas Lumber Company, the 
Danaher Lumber Company and others. 

The American-Hawaiian Steamship Company, which 
operates a big fleet of liners between New York and 
the Isthmus of Panama on the Atlantic and between 
Puget Sound, Honolulu and the isthmus on the Pa- 
cific, is being offered a large amount of lumber for 


shipment. Shipments can be got through by this 
route in about sixty days, whereas in the last two 
years it has been impossible to get a car of lumber 
through to the Atlantic in less than ninety days. 
The next -American-Hawaiian liner will take a good 
sized shipment for the St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber 
Company to go to New York via the isthmus railway. 
Other firms also are availing themselves of this 
method. The steamers will take no stuff over forty 
feet, which shuts off considerable of the eastern busi- 
ness, while the rate makes it not worth while for the 
mills to ship anything but upper grade stuff, such as 
decking. 

The St. Paul & Tacoma Lumber Company and the 
Tacoma Mill Company are dispatching for Guaymas, 
Mexico, the British steamer Angus with the ‘biggest 
straight cargo of ties that has ever been sent from 
Tacoma, The Angus will have 3,000,000 feet of ties, 
half laden at each plant. They are for Mexican rail- 
road construction work. The St. Paul & Tacoma Lum- 
ber company today began loading the Chilean bark 
Adele for Chile with a cargo of lumber. It has a gov- 
ernment order of about 2,000,000 feet for Manila to be 
dispatched some time in December. 

Few of the mills along the Tacoma Eastern rail- 
road are in operation. The Mineral Lake Lumber 
Company has shut down its plant; the Glenmont Lum- 
ber Company is idle; the Elbe Lumber & Shingle Com- 
pany will probably shut down Saturday; the Wheeler- 
Reese Lumber Company has been idle for some time 
and the principal plants in operation are the Pacific 
National Lumber Company, the Harding Lumber Com- 
pany and the Young & Johnson Lumber Company. 

The Foster Lumber Company has started up its 
Bismarck mill again, as the result of the fire which 
destroyed the North Shore mill a few weeks ago. 
The Bismarck mill is running to care for a govern- 
ment order and some other stuff the company has to 
get out. 

The Minneapolis Lumber Company’s plant on the 
Tacoma Eastern railroad is idle, mainly on account 
of the scarcity of cars. This company is doing an 
extensive local business. 

R. L. Chapin, of the West Coast Shingle Company, 
has so far recovered from his recent attack of ap- 
pendicitis as to be able to get down to the office. 
Discussing the outlook for red cedar shingles Mr. 
Chapin said: 

There is a good outlook for shingles when the financial 
disturbance rights itself. We are not cutting prices and see 
no reason to do so. Some orders are coming in. We had 
five yesterday. The demand, however, is usually light at 
this season of the year. There is enough transit stock to 
eare for all demand that is offering. ‘The shingle mills 
are nearly all shfit down and will stay so for about two 
months. They have had a good year, made some money, 
and most of them are in position to stand a siege. They 
are not doing much if any shipping. The shingles they 
have on hand have cost too much to admit of price cut- 
ting, except for an occasional small mill that gets pinched 
and must have ready cash. Labor will be considerably 
cheaper in the spring, transit stocks will be well cleaned 
out by the time spring demand opens, and I think prices 
will be good. , 

The Wheeler-Osgood Company is running its big 
factory steadily and has made no reduction in output 
or wages. The company’s books show that it had 
on hand November 7, 1906, orders for 31,000 doors, 
as compared to orders for 22,000 doors today. Busi- 
ness is always lighter at this particular season of the 
year. On December 4 last year the company had 
orders for 37,000 doors; in January for 36,000 and in 
April for 56,000, which indicates the fluctuation in 
trade. Discussing market conditions T. E. Ripley, 
vice president of the company, said: 

We have every reason to expect a fair, normal demand 
for spring business, and expect that these orders will be 
coming in inside of four or six weeks. There have been 
no cancelations and our eastern connections all speak hope- 
fully. The sash and door men are extending the usual 
credit. During a change in ownership and management of 
one of the factories the price list became temporarily 
demoralized but the owners have since got together and 
prices seem to be holding firm. 

The Pacific National Lumber Company has cut 
1,000,000 feet thus far this month and has had forty- 
three Eastern Tacoma cars. It is shipping mostly 
from the mill to Tacoma, thence by vessel to Cali- 
fornia and the east by way of San Pedro. E. W. 
Demarest, of this company, says he would be well 
satisfied with conditions if he could get some cars 
for eastern shipments. The company has plenty of 
orders and is wasting no time. Cancelations are nu- 
merous, as eastern customers have exhausted their 
patience waiting for cars to be shipped. 

Everett G. Griggs, president of the Pacific Coast 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, will go east soon 
after December 1, being selected as one of the lum- 
bermen’s witnesses to attend the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission hearing on the advance in freight 
rates complaint. R. L. MeCormick, of this city, see- 
retary of the Weyerhaueuser Timber Company, was 
to have gone east with the lumbermen, but has not 
sufficiently recovered from his recent severe illness. 
The hearing is set for December 11. Others who will 
go besides President Griggs are C. F. White, George 
H. Emerson, Charles E. Patten, Julius H. Bloedel, 
J. A. Coulthurst, George Cooper, A. F. Specht and 
Attorney W.-H. Abel. 

The Defiance Lumber Company resumed operations 
this week after having been shut down to install 
some new machinery. The schooner Ruth E. Godfrey 
is at the mill company’s dock loading 750,000 feet for 
California. 2 

The Puget Sound Lumber Company, which is saw- 
ing for the Wheeler-Osgood Company, will probably 
continue to devote its entire ten hours and full 
capacity to the wants of the big sash and door house. 
It takes 2,500,000 feet a month to supply the big fac- 








Hardwood Flooring 


We are sincerely thankful to the trade for 
the business given us the current year. 


Arthur Hardwood Flooring Co. 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 














POPLAR Quartered 
CHESTNUT OAK 
ASH Plain 


Poplar and Hardwood 
Lumber 


The Davidson-Benedict Co. 


Manufacturer- 


Nashville, Tennessee 
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. Send in your orders for all e 
kinds of . 


Southern Hardwoods 


WE CAN MAKE iMMEDIATE SHIPMENTS. 


Goodlander-Robertson Lumber Co. 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 

















Wanted: 


Ry. Ties, Oak for Car Building, 
Switch Ties and Bridge Timber. 





FRANK B. STONE 


Railway Exchange Bidg. CHICAGO. 




















D. G. COURTNEY, °"*“cNr™ 


MANUFACTURER OF 
Poplar and Oak Lumber, R. R. Ties 
Bill Stuff, Tight Cooperage Stock. 
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HARDWOODS. 








Poplar Bevel Siding 
a Specialty 


Inquiries from consuming trade 
will receive prompt attention. 
Manufacturers of Quartered 
White Oak, Plain Oak, Ash, 
Chestnut and Walnut. 


VestalLumber & Mfg.Co. 


Incorporated 


Band Mill and Planing Mill Knoxville, Tenn. 


at Vestal, Knoxville, Tenn. 








SEE T RE 


Ahead of the Procession 


“‘Dwight Special” 


THIN 


Hardwood Flooring. 


Send for Samples. Fall into line and buy 
the Best Form of thin Flooring on the market, 
SO years experience. Best Mill Equipment. Kiln- 
drying Facilities Unequaled. 


Dwight Lumber Company, 


Sole Manufacturers, DETROIT, MICH, 








DENNIS BROS , Grand Rapids, Mich, 


Manufacturers of 


NATIONAL maple, Birch & Beech FLOORING 


Write for Special Prices on following for Quick Shipment: 
80 M. ft. 8-4 Com. & Better Tamarack. 
37 M. ft. 5-4 Soft Elm, Choice Log Run, wide. 
18 M. ft. 8-4 ists & 2nds RED Birch. 
14 M. ft. 6- 
25 M. ft. 8-4 Log Run Rock Elm. 
50 M. ft. 6 4 End-Dried White Maple. 
Hemlock Piece Stuff -all sizes. 
Hemlock Lath. 











Thomas & Proetz Lumber Co., 
Manufacturers and Dealers 


Southern Hardwoods 


Special items we want to move immediately: 
200.000 feet 5-8” Ash. 

200,000 feet 3-8” = 5-8” Plain White Oak. 
000 feet 1-4” to 3-4” Quartered White 
000 feet 5-8” to 3-4” —— Red Oak. 


50,000 feet 5-8” Plain Red 
Hall and Angleroot Sts., ST. LOUIS, MO. 














PLOOS 

















A COMPLETE STOCK OF 


HEMLOCK and Wisconsin 
HARDWOOD LUMBER 


FENWOOD LUMBER CO., Wausau: 














Sanford & ; BIRCH 


T d tazanat Common. 
readway SOFT ELM 
MENOMINEE, MICH. 8-4 Culls. 








tory. The Wheeler-Osgood Company still does some 
wee in shingles, both in mixed and straight car 
ots. 

Col. C. W. Griggs, president of the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Company, is home from the country 
elub, where he spends most of the summer, and was 
at his desk at the company’s offices yesterday. Colonel 
Griggs is enjoying excellent health. 

Eugene G. Garretson, of the A. C. Dutton Lumber 
Company, of Springfield, Mass., was among recent callers 
ers at the general offices of the St. Paul & Tacoma 
Lumber Company. 

The Manley-Moore Lumber Company’s mill at 
Crocker is in operation and is getting its share of 
business, 


IN THE DOMAIN OF WESTERN SPRUCE. 


Hoquiam, WASH., Nov. 23.—The Western Mills Com- 
pany and the Aberdeen Lumber & Shingle Company 
have closed their plants indefinitely. Other mills are 
running only enough to keep their men in employment. 

Last week log prices dropped to $10 a thousand for 
No. 1 fir and $8 for No. 2 fir. Loggers in nearly 
every section refused to consider such prices and mills 
in this city refused to buy, claiming offerings had been 
made as low as $8 and $6. During this week the high- 
est price offered for No. 1 fir is $8 a thousand, and even 
at this figure the mills are not anxious to buy. Cedar 
and spruce are in better demand than fir, the former 
bringing $14 a thousand and the latter $10. 

The Montesano Lumber & Manufacturing Company 
will close its mills pending a definite adjustment of 
prices on the part of loggers. George W. Ninemire, 
president of the company, says that it would not be good 
business policy to manufacture lumber from high priced 
logs when it can be produced later at a lower price. 

Arthur Moore, of James Moore & Sons, Melbourne, 
Australia, visi.ed this city last week. He is studying 
lumber conditions in the United States. 

The National Lumber & Box Company is running full 
capacity and five-quarters time. Its mill is in fine shape. 
Some days it turns out 253,000 feet for aM0-hour run. 
The company is installing an independent telephone 
system. 

At the meeting of the commercial bodies of this city 
at Aberdeen November 14 George H. Emerson and Alex- 
ander Polson, of this city, and A. P. Stockwell, of Aber- 
deen, were chosen to represent Grays harbor at the 
Rivers and Harbors Congress, to meet in Washington, 
D. C., the first week in December. 

The chief engineer of the war department, in his an- 
nual report, recommends an appropriation of $400,000 
for the improvement of Grays harbor, including the 
entrance. 

The Northwestern Lumber Company is running only 
forty hours a week, just enough to allow its employees 
to pay expenses. 

Arch Curtis intends to resign his position as deputy 
coun.y treasurer and enter the office of the E. K. Wood 
Lumber Company as bookkeeper. 

Fred A. Hart is at Raymond looking after the Hart 
Wood interests at that place. 

The steamer Fulton cleared November 19 from the Monte- 
sano Lumber & Manufacturing Company, with a full cargo 
for Redondo, Cal. 

Schooner Aamiral sailed Wednesday from the American 
mill for Mazatlan, Mexico, with about 900,000 feet of lumber. 

Steamer Norwood sailed Wednesday with 850,000 feet of 
lumber for San Francisco. 

The schooner Andy Mahony arrived at Hoquiam from San 
Francisco. 

The steamer Quinault arrived from San Francisco Tuesday 
and will load a return cargo at the Llart-Wood mill. 

The schooner /. H. Bruce sailed from the Lytle mill No- 
vember 14 with a cargo of 800,000 feet of lumber for Re- 
dondo, Cal. 

The barkentine J. L. Eviston, which cleared from Grays 
harbor for Hongkong, China, Stepember 5, arrived at Its 
destination November 11. 

Steamer Coasier sailed November 16 from the National 
Lumber & Box Companys mill with a cargo of ties for the 
Southern l’acific railroad at San Francisco. 

The 4-muasted schooner Capado sailed Sunday from the 
Hoquiam Lumber & Shingle Company's mills with about 
900,000 feet of lumber for San Francisco. 

Steamer J. Markhoffer sailed Monday from the National 
mill with 700,000 feet of lumber for San Francisco. 

Steamer Bee sailed Tecetey from the Burrows mill with 
700,000 feet of lumber for San Francisco. 

Schooner H. L. Bendiason sailed November 16 from the 
Burrows mill with about 350,000 feet of lumber for Guay- 
mas, Mexico. 

Schooner A. F. Coats sailed Wednesday from the FE. K. 
Wood mill with 800,734 feet of lumber for Guaymas, Mexico. 








SHIPPING FROM A NORTHERN PACIFIC PORT. 


Hoquiam, WasH., Nov. 23.—The lumber cargo ship- 
ments from this port for October were as follows: 


Grays Harsor LUMBER COMPANY. 


Lumber. Lath, 
Steamer Hoquiam, San Francisco....... (its) Seer es 
Steamer Hoquiam, San Francisco....... 672,405 104,000 
Total ..... PP ee TT TER OTS 1,390,1 16 104,000 


NORTHWESTERN LUMBER COMPANY. 
Lumber. Shingles. 


Steamer Charles Nelson...........64+ » 85,376 2,106,000 
MOGREES TROPHIES cc cc ccccccesrceseceecs 420 2,206,500 
WUBRERSE TOSOMEEE oc ccc cccccccsccccecs GS4O,BTB .éccsers 

BEE, cekalee6bbcse6 bbb ee a haeeee 576,668 4: 312 ,500 


NATIONAL LUMBER & Box COMPANY. 
Lumber. Bow shooks. Lath. 


Steamer Charles| Nelson .... 60,331 aaa 
Steamer Westerner ......... 181,583 DED. 6:0:3.60.0.08 
Steamer Sayinaw ...... -- 211,856 ty . Seareree 
Schooner Henry Wilson..... 469,633 51,338 150,000 





DOR cc0c00s008000s0. Bananas 572,582 150,000 
Hoquiam LumBER & SHINGLE COMPANY. 


Lumber. Shingles. Lath. 
Steamer Raymond, oan Fran- 
CS EAS le” ere 






Steamer Norwood, San Pedro 727,246 963,500 268,800 
Steamer Bonicia, Sydney New 
oe a rere ee DO  biddkearen, cdsedas > 
Steamer Carmel, San Fran- 
IN vajsian'e's shu» Sasa Sick 454,257 2,988,000 8,200 
Steamer Sibyl, Marston, San 
eS aR 799,065 2,893,750 258,000 
Steamer Raymond, San F ran- 
SE cinie'p sien's S153 Ae eae 630,856 189,000 _ 122,600 
SIN, 0 Wa bi0s bnew eco 3,916,879 10,294, 250 ~ 657, 7,600 
E. K. Woop LUMBER COMPANY. 
Lumber. Shingles. Lath. 
Schooner William Olson, San 
a re ee 670,564 SOE «sstasecs 
Schooner Fearless, Guaymas. 916,405 ........ «cecccces 
Steamer Couster, San Fran- 
Sas eee 541,253 350,000 284,300 
Steamer Tamalpais San 
are 502,346 367,750 104,600 
Totals eeeeee 2,680,568 1,211,000 388,900 


GRAND TOTALS. 


IS aah 6 ctv 5: 05, 04, 5,400 A otsie de eS ok 
5x ava soc, ovata ona lansbiatad de NOR aaa waiaee a aieee 


NG a6 te Wi 5 sa-<58 digs te eran aiaraa aso bd wee S ae we 








IN SOUTHEASTERN WASHINGTON. 


CENTRALIA, WASH., Nov. 22.—The lumber rate hear- 
ing,to be held in Washington D. C., early next month 
will be watched with much interest by lumber manu- 
facturers in this country. A number of witnesses will 
go from this state. Among them are Mr. Miles, of 
Globe, and Mr. Yeomans, of Pe Ell Mr. Abel, the 
well known attorney of Montesano, will attend to assist 
in presenting the case. The unsettled condition of this 
matter and the money trouble has prevented any im- 
provement in the lumber market, and no one has cared 
to make any radical moves in a business way, 

Harm & Brown, of Tenino, closed down a few days 
ago, but some business was picked up, and they are run 
ning temporarily, 

The plant of the Doty Lumber & Shingle Company 
has been bought by G. A. Onn, who for some time has 
been Mr. Doty’s partner. The consideration is thought 
to be about $200,000. Mr. Onn, who will now conduct 
the entire business, was for many years a shingle manu- 
facturer at Dryad, and a short time ago bought a large 
interest in the Doty saw mill plant. The saw mill and 
shingle mill plants were then combined under one name, 
Mr. Onn is a very successful manufacturer. Mr. Doty 
has bought a fine home in Seattle, where he will now live. 


IN THE PINE COUNTRY. 


Business Brevities and [Matters of Personal Interest 
in the inland Empire—Logging 





Intelligence. 


SPOKANE, WASH., Nov. 25.—The advance in freight 
rates, coupled with the financial situation, has had a 
tendency further to curtail shipments, and many _ mill- 
men report that no cars have gone from their mills 
between November 10 and 16. Enforced curtailment 
in nearly all lines of activity seems to be in progress, 
and is especially noticeable in the lumber industry. 
Wages in woods operations range from $1.50 to $2 
day. 

The Humbird Lumber Company has'completed its mill 
built to rep.ace the one destroyed by fire last March, 
and started it in operation November 19. The new 
mill will furnish employment for approximately 500 
men, including loggers and mill hands. The mill will 
cut 150,000 teet of lumber in ten hours. The new mill 
is fitted with three 14-inch double cut band saws, two 
edgers, one 84-inch and the other 54-inch, and a 10-saw 
automatic gang lumber trimmer and three lath machines. 
The Humbird Lumber Company is still running its Koo- 
tenai plant night and day and is manufacturing about 
120,000 feet of lumber in each twenty hours’ run. 

The spur running from the main line of the Northern 
’acific to Vollmer, Ida., has been completed and opens 
up a vast body of timber in the Craig mountain district. 
The Northwest Lumber Company will begin the ship- 
ment of mill and logging equipment at once over the 
new road and will prepare for active operation in the 
spring. 

Acting Supervisor Ff. M. Fromme, of the Priest river 
national forest reserve in Idaho, has just been authorized 
to begin the construction of 138 miles of trail at a cost 
of about $5,200. The allotment made for the comple- 
tion of this work is in addition to the allotment fur- 
nished to cover the purchase of two gasoline launches 
for the fire patrol work on Priest lake. 

The Fidelity Lumber Company, with headquarters in 
this city, is the suceessful bidder for 28,000,000 feet 
of timber on the Priest river forest reserve. The con- 
sideration is given at about $100,000. The timber is 
mostly white pine and will be manufactured at mills to 
be built by the company soon. 

The Dover Lumber Company, Sand Point, Ida., has 
practically closed down logging operations and does not 
intend to resume logging this winter. 

Edward Donlan, of Eddy, Mont., expects to. manu- 
facture more than’ the normal amount of lumber during 
1908 and will continue active logging operations through 
the winter. 

The Summerville Lumber Company, of Imbler, Ore., 
has let its logging by contract and is employing no 
woodsmen, 

The Delbohm Lumber Company, of Copeland, Ida., 
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which recently erected a mill, has a normal force of men 
in the woods and expects to cut about the usual amount 
of lumber during 1908. ~ 

Stoddard Bros. Company, of Baker City, Ore., whose 
mill was recently destroyed by fire, is uncertain as to 
the amount of logs it will bank this season. 

The Spokane Lumber Company has completely closed 
down its logging operations and will manufacture in 
1908 only the logs that are on the skids. Manager 
Ufford states the company has placed 100 head of horses 
there to do the work and will reduce the cut approxi- 
mately 60 percent. 

The Potlatch Lumber Company has decided to manu- 
facture about 60 percent of the normal cut next spring. 
The big mill is running only four days in each week, on 
an 8-hour shift. 

The Wallace Ballord Lumber Company, of Minneapo- 
lis, Minn., with a branch office in this city, expects to 
manufacture 6,500,000 feet of lumber during 1908, 

The Sand Point Lumber & Pole Company, of Sand 
Point, Ida., will not conduct any logging operations this 
winter, and will obtain only such a supply of logs for the 
next season’s run as the summer’s logging and rail 
shipments will warrant. 

The Consolidated Lumber Company, at Elk, expects 
to reduce the cut next season 30 percent. Its logging 
operations this winter will be about 50 percent below 
normal, 

The Day-Luellwitz Lumber Company, of this city, 
which also operates mills on the coast, will not put in 
any logs this winter. 

The Lookout Lumber Company, of Lookout, Ida., has 
decided not to conduct any logging operations during 
the winter, nor to manufacture any lumber during the 
coming season. 

The Danville Lumber Company is uncertain as to the 
amount of logging it will do this winter, and will be 
governed largely by prevailing conditions. 

E. A. Goodrich, who formerly represented the Lumber 
Manufacturers’ Agency, of Centralia, Wash., in this 
section, with headquarters in Spokane, is in charge of a 
mill at Taft, Mont., for the MeGoldrick Lumber Com- 
pany, of this city. Mr. Goodrich is one of the old lumber 
salesmen and understands the manufacturing end, having 
had experieuce in Wisconsin before coming west some 
years ago. 

Orin 8S. Good, of this city, recently spent several 
weeks visiting the trade in North Dakota. 

Busy at Bonners Ferry. 

At Bonners Ferry, Idaho, on the Great Northern 
railroad and the Soo-Spokane Line, the Bonners Ferry 
Lumber Company has as fine stock of western pine 
lumber as is to be found anywhere in the western 
country, consisting of 18,000,000 feet in excellent ship- 
ping condition. Their plant is equipped with a double 
cutting band and running night and day the last sea- 
son has been turning out about 140,000 feet of lum- 
ber every twenty hours. The planing mill is equipped 
with seven machines and a band resaw. A large two- 
room dry kiln enables lumber to be quickly put into 
shipping condition. George Heald, who has charge of 
the operations at Bonners Ferry, is an experienced 
Wisconsin Jumberman, who originally came from 
Maine, the original starting place of so many success- 
ful lumbermen of the north and west. He has been at 
Bonners Ferry the last year. F. A, Shultis, who has 
charge of the sales department, has been with the 
company since its organization four or five years ago, 
also coming from Wisconsin, where he had an extended 
acquaintance with the buying trade of the middle 
west. 

Gus Luellwitz, president of the Day-Luellwitz Lum- 
ber Company, of this city, states that all the com- 
pany’s pine mills are now closed for the winter, hav- 
ing had a very satisfactory season’s run. The com- 
pany does not go into winter with a larger stock than 
usual, however, which is gratifying considering the 
rather quiet demand of the last two months. Hal 
Denison is behind the sales department of this com- 
pany, and if there are any dealers in the east that he 
does not know, it is because they have only recently 
gone into business, 

The Woods Lumber Company’s mill at Hayden 
Lake, near Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, shut down some 
weeks ago for the season with a fair stock of lumber 
on hand. 

The Barber Lumber Company closed its mill at 
Boise, Ida., the latter part of September, after hav- 
ing sawed 18,000,000 for the season. The cut would 
have been larger had the company been able to secure 
larger supply of logs. Eventually the company will 
do its logging by railroad, and not have to depend 
upon the uncertainty of river driving. 





ON BELLINGHAM BAY. 


BELLINGHAM, WASH., Nov. 22.—The schooner Sehome 
left this port yesterday laden with a cargo of electric 
poles for delivery at Japan. 

The schooner A, M. Baxter is berthed at the docks 
of the Bellingham Bay Lumber Company and is receiv- 
ing a cargo of lumber for delivery at Redondo, Cal. 

A saw mill is being built at Sumas by Arthur Lamson 
and Orion Bowman. The daily capacity of the plant 
will be 10,000 feet of lumber. The mill will probably 
be ready to operate by the first of the year. 

The tug Wallowa arrived in this port Wednesday with 
a boom of fir and cedar logs for the Puget Sound Mills 
& Timber Company. 

The schooner Ariel arrived yesterday and will load 
1,000,000 feet of lumber for delivery at Redondo, Cal. 

Practically all the shingle mills of this county are 
obeying the recent order to close. 


CALIFORNIA. 


FROM THE GOLDEN GATE. 


San Francisco, Cau., Nov. 26——A movement is on 
foot to consolidate the principal cities across the bay 
with San Francisco. C. H. Bentley, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, presided at a meeting attended 
by delegates from more than fifty commercial and ¢'vie 
organizations around San Francisco bay. The delegates 
placed themselves on record as favoring the immediate 
formation of a greater San Francisco, which would have 
a pcepulation of over 821,000 and would .be the fourth 
city in size in the United States. The delegations repre- 
sented every important interest in San Francisco, Ala- 
meda, San Mateo, Marin and Contra Costa counties. 
Former Mayor Warren Olney, of Oakland, was chosen 
permanent chairman of the permanent committee which 
was formed. 

Among the lumbermen who recently arrived in this 
city were: T. J. Berry, of Crescent City; H. H. Hickey, 
of Albion; W. A. Howe and E. E. Ellsworth, of Carlton, 
Ore., and J. L. Camm, of Petaluma. 

The lumbering season is practically closed in the 
Truckee distr'ct. The Truckee Lumber Company closed 
its big mill last week. The Sierra Nevada Wood & Lum- 
ber Company, at Hobart Mills, closed down a day later. 
Nearly all mill employees have departed for the winter. 

Beach’s box factory at Placerville has closed on ac- 
count of the financial situation. A good supply .of or- 
ders is on hand and the owner intends to resume opera- 
tions as seon as it seems prudent to ‘do so. 

An automobile road has just been surveyed from 
McCloud to Mott. station, south of the railroad stations 
on the line connecting the MeCloud River railroad with 
the California and Oregon line of the Southern Pacific. 
The MeCloud River Lumber Company and severa] owners 
of summer cottages along the river are interested in the 
undertaking. This will make the second automobile 
road bu‘lt into the McCloud river country. 8. O. John- 
son, assistant general manager of the MeCloud River 
Lumber Company, who spends most of his time at the 
mills, is an enthusiastic automobilist. 

Recent orders from the east to discontinue all construc- 
tion work on the Northwestern Pacific railroad connect- 
ing San Francisco with Eureka have not affected two 
small pieces of road wh'ch were under contract and are 
almost completed. One is the 3-mile line across the low- 
lands from Willitts toward Eel river. The other is a 
branch of the Fert Bragg & Southern railroad, which is 
a disconnected part of the Northwestern Pacific system 
extending inland from Fort Bragg. When completed 
next January this section will extend to a lumber camp 
tributary to the Fort Bragg main’line. This will remain 
a lumber and log hauling road principally until the con- 
nection at Healdsburg is accomplished. 

The California state legislature, which has been hold- 
ing a spee‘al session at Sacramento this week, has passed, 
in slightly amended form, Senator Welch’s bill for the 
improvement of Islai’s creek. This measure is of great 
importance to local lumber dealers because about the 
only practicable location for the lumber yards of this city 
is on the shores of the basin to be formed around the 
entrance to the ereek. The bill appropriates $1,000,000 
for the purchase of lands on Islai’s creek in the southern 
part of this city. 

At the meeting of the board of harbor commissioners, 
November 21, two lumber firms applied for space for 
yards on the ety front, which is the property of the 
state. The offer of the Cross Lumber Company to pay 
$150 a month for land at North Point and Dupont 
streets was taken under advisement, but the Dempsey 
Lumber Company’s request for space was denied. 

The following lumber charters have been announced 
recently: 





Steamer Fitz Clarence, 2,589 tons, from Puget sound to 
Port lirie, time charter by American Trading Company. 

Schooner Muhukona, from Albion to Mazatlan, by Albion 
Lumber Company. 

Steamer JVoitenham, from Portland to the Orient. 

Schooner Sisie M. Plummer, from Grays harbor to 
Guaymas or Mazatlan. 

Schooner k. W. Bartlett, from Grays harber to San Pedro. 

Schooner Omeya, from Columbia river to San Pedro. 

Schooner J. W. Clise, from Ballard, Wash., to San Pedro. 

Bark Seestern, from Chemainus to Hamburg, 52s 6d. 





FROM A SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PORT. 

San Diego, Cau., Nov. 6.—The Penn Bridge Company, 
of Beaver Falls, Pa., which has a contract with the 
government for erecting the big marine coaling station 
on the Point Loma shore of San D'ego bay, has let the 
contract for all the piling and lumber to be used in the 
work to the Benson Lumber Company, of this city. This 
contract calls for about 200,000 feet of eut lumber and 
about 500 piles, or a total of about 500,000 feet. The 
material is to be delivered by January 15. The station, 
when completed, will have cost close to $500,000, and is 
to be finished in a year. 

The Coéperative Lumber & Milling Company which 
has filed articles of incorporation with the county clerk 
in this county gives the following as its purposes: to 
buy and sell timber and other land; manufacture and 
deal in timber and building material; operate lumber 
yards; buy, build or lease docks and vessels ete. This 
city is named as the principal place of business and the 
period of incorporation is fifty years. The capital stock 
is $500,000, divided into 50,000 shares of $10 par value 
each. The company will operate some timber claims in 
northern Californ‘a. The directors named are John M. 
Lee, Lewis E. Miller, Guy D. Loomis, Louis Ernest Mil- 
ler and Frank S. Loomis, all of this city. 

The San Diego Lumber Company is planning to make 
extensive improvements and additions to its planing 
mill, in order to accommodate its growing business. 
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Keys-Fannin 
Lumber 
Co. 


We have in stock and are sawing a large 
amount daily of 


SOFT YELLOW 
POPLAR, 

RED AND 

WHITE OAK, 
BASSWOOD, | 
CHESTNUT, 

LATH. 


We can furnish either band or circular 
sawn stock. Write for prices. 








Herndon, West Va. | 








LITTLE LUMBER C0. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Manufactares 


Southern Hardwoods 
Red Gum a Specialty 


All Inquiries to 
. , Ark 
De a nite ssawba, Ark, ST. LOUIS OFFICE. 














Geo. D. Emery Company 
Importers and Manufacturers 
MAHOGANY and 
SPANISH CEDAR 


MAHOGANY and CEDAR VENEERS 


Office, Mill, Yard ana Salesrooms, 
nos.1To41:Broaoway, Chelsea, Mass. 








Long Bros. Lumber Co. 
1026 Walnut St., KANSAS CITY, MO, 
WHOLESALERS OF 


Oak Car Material, Switch Ties and 
‘ Bridge Timber. 


CAN MAKE PROMPT SHIPMENTS. | 
J 











C. CRANE & CO., 


Hardwood Lumber 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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SOUTHERN LUMBER EXPORTERS. 














L. N. DANTZLER LUMBER CO. 
MOSS POINT, MISS, 
OTHER MILLS: Native Lumber Co., Howison, Miss.; Van Cleave, Miss, 


Long Leaf Yellow Pine 


Gang Sawed Rift Flooring a Specialty. 
Daily Capacity of Mills 300,000 Feet. 


Shipping Points: PASCAGOULA and SHIP ISLAND. 
Cable Address: “‘Dantzler,’’ Moss Point, Miss. 








WM. LOWRY, 


Pitch IPime for lExport 


GULFPORT, MISS, U.S. A. 


SPECIALTIES: Construction Material, Special Size Tim- 
bers, South American Schedules. 

Cable Address, Lowry, Gulfport. 
CODES USED: Motek Watkins, Liebers, A. B. C. 5th Edition. 
SHIPPING POINTS; New Orleans, La., Gulfport, Miss., 
Mobile, Ala. 








E. P. HOLMES, Manager FRED HERRICK 


Holmes & Herrick Lumber Co. 


GULFPORT, MISS., U.S. A. 


PITCH PINE MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
EXPORT LUMBER AND LONG TIMBER A SPECIALTY. 


Long distance phone No. 592. Cable address: Holrick 
Codes used :—Southards-Watkins—— Motek A. B. C. 


European Agents, TAGART, BEATON & COMPANY, 
14 Fenchurch St., London, England. 

















S. E. NAYLOR CO. 


PITCH PINE LUMBER & TIMBER, 
HARDWOOD & BOX SHOOKS 


Our Specialties; Construction Material, R.R.Ties 
and West India Schedules. Domestic and Export. 
Cable Address: NAYLOR. 


‘ode: ) A. B.C. 4th and Sth. 
Code: | Southard’s, Watkins. 








34 and 35 Durham Bldg. 
GULFPORT, MISS. 

















Oak 

Ash 

Gum 
Poplar 
Hickory 
Cypress 
Cottonwood 
Yellow Pine 


We are deal- 
ers and expor- 
ters of Lumber 
and Logs and 
have unequaled 
facilities for 
handling all or- 
ders. satisfac- 
torily. 





LOUISIANA EXPORT LBR. & BOX 60, 


The Murphy Lor. co, Ltd, and Bates-McAvoy Box Co. 
Suite 216 Hennen Bidg., NEW ORLEANS, LA. . 


Cable Address: ABC 4thand 5th Edition and « 
“LUMBERLOG.” American Lumberman Telecode. 














F. ¢. PARK, Prest. & Mgr. 
MASON LUMBER CO. nay i. Paik! Sec. & Treas. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


LONG LEAF YELLOW PINE 


Capacity 20,000,000 Feet, 
¥or interior Trade and Export. Timbers Furnished Rough or Sized. 


We have Modern Dry Kilns and New Planing Mills, 
We are located on G, & 8. I. R. R. Gandsi, Miss. 





HINTS AS TO YARD MANAGEMENT 


will be found in the 390 page book ‘Realm of the Retailer.’’ Free 
descriptive circular. Address AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 315 
Dearborn Street. Chicago, IIl. 





MANY OREGON PLANTS CLOSED DOWN. 





Others Will Cease Operations December '1 — Attorney for Oregon and Washington Lumber 


Manufacturers Goes to Washington to Prepare the Rate Advance Case. 
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OREGON LUMBER NEWS. 

PORTLAND, ORE., Nov. 23.—J. N. Teal, attorney for 
the Oregon & Washington Lumber Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation, left Thursday morning, November 21, for 
Washington to prepare for the hearing of the advance 
rate before the Interstate Commerce Commission on 
December 11. He was accompanied by L. Anderson, rate 
clerk for the association. 

The preliminary work having been practically com- 
pleted and the first clash having occurred, the case is 
now being watched with the keenest of interest by all 
branches of industry because it has dawned upon the 
general public that while it is the lumbermen who are 
putting up this particular fight against the railroad 
monopoly, it is a fight into which any industry might 
have been forced. 

Equally interesting almost is the announcement that 
Senator Fulton has reached Washington and that when 
Congress convenes he will introduce a bill to prevent the 
recurrence of the present rate advance case. The bill 
purposes to amend the interstate commerce act by pro- 
viding that no new rate shall become effective without 
its reasonableness having first been passed upon and 
approved by the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

Letters from a number of senators throughout the 
states have been received here indicating that the pro- 
posed amendment is meeting with the general encour- 
agement to which it is plainly entitled, since it places 
no unreasonable burden upon the railroads but rather 
facilitates the matter of readjustment of rates when 
deemed necessary. 

Trade conditions are altogether discouraging, inas- 
much as cancelations are about the only receipts these 
days. Some lumber is being shipped on old contracts, 
but it is generally stated that very little new business 
is being transacted. Mills and logging camps are elos- 
ing down daily and few are operating on full time. 
Others will close down within the next few days, so 
that the number in operation during the next three weeks 
or so will be very limited. Resumption of operations 
will largely depend upon the decision of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

The Panama Canal Commission has through the Cham- 
ber of Commerce asked for bids on lumber lots aggre- 
gating 6,000,000 feet of Douglass fir or Oregon pine to be 
used in canal construction. The securing of these orders 
here would assist some in keeping things from going 
entirely dead during the holidays. It is reported that 
the British steamer Sheila will be here shortly to carry 
away a quantity of lumber recently ordered for the 
eanal. It will carry about 2,500,000 feet, but it is un- 
derstood that a portion of the cargo might be furnished 
on Puget sound. 

At the regular meeting of the Oregon & Washington 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association L. J. Wentworth, 
chairman of the bureau of grades committee, reported 
that he had been endeavoring to get in touch with the 
other association in the north relative to revision of 
grading rules which had been undertaken by the Port- 
land bureau but that there was no evidence of coépera- 
tion on the part of the northern association. Mr. Went- 
worth stated that the rules had been gone over thor- 
oughly and a new set compiled. In the discussion which 
followed it was considered that this matter of revision 
of grading rules was a very timely subject and rules 
should be changed in some respects, and inasmuch as 
other associations do not appear inclined to codperate 
it would appear advisable for the association to get 
out revised rules for its use. Upon motion the subject 
of grading rules was referred back to the bureau of 
grades with the request that they continue the revision and 
resubmit their recommendations to the association for 
approval with the understanding that the association 
would act independently, other northern associations not 
appearing to desire to codperate. A brief outline of 
some of the proposed changes as suggested by Chief 
Inspector Hagan of the bureau was given in the report 
of the meeting in last week’s issue of the LUMBERMAN. 

Word was received here from Honolulu, H. I., Wednes- 
day, November 20, that the Norwegian steamer Admiral 
Berreson, which left this port October 10 for Taku, with 
a cargo of 3,293,051 feet of lumber, had put into that 
port with all her deckload, masts and funnel gone. The 
steamer had been swept by a tremendous tidal wave on 
November 2 and had a miraculous escape from total de- 
struction. The deckload measured 880,337 feet. The 
cargo was shipped by Bowring & Co., of England, and 
was furnished by the St. Johns Lumber Company, Clark 
& Wilson and the Portland Lumber Company. It was 
insured in a New York company and every effort was 
made to get the steamer started in time to avoid being 
icebound in the northerly port. Whether an effort will 
be made to get the cargo to its destination at this late 
hour has not been ascertained. The steamer was new 
and built with the latest improvement for carrying 
deckloads. A weaker vessel would never have survived. 

E. H. Habighorst shipped a car of shingles to Utah 
this week under a 50-cent rate, for which the new tariff 
asks 60 cents. The advance on this car alone would have 
amounted to $32 at the rate of 16 cents a_thou- 
sand, the car holding 200,000. Mr. Habighorst as secre- 
tary of the Columbia River Shingle Associetion states 


that most of the mills are closing down because of there. 


being no disposition for shingles in the east owing to 
the freight advance. The following shingle mills have 
closed: University Shingle & Lumber Company, Port- 


land; Gold Medal Shingle Company, Fulton; Snyder’s 
shingle mill at Stella; the Howell Shingle Company, 
Skamokawa, and the Columbia Cedar Company, Skamo- 
kawa. These firms have joined the Oregon & Washing- 
ton Lumber Manufacturers’ Association and therefore 
are entitled to the benefits granted by the temporary 
injunction in the advance case. The shingle men are 
a committee of the association, J. M. Howell being chair- 
man. 

The Curtiss Lumber Company’s three logging camps at 
Mill City have closed. 

The Oregon Rafting Company has closed its logging 
camp on Cowlitz river but is operating its camp at 
Stella, where rafts of piling to be towed to California 
next summer are being built. 

William Cox, of the Nichols-Cox Lumber Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., who came here from San Francisco 
a few days ago, has started for home. 

E. B. Hazen, manager of the Tongue Point Lumber 
Company, has returned from California. He reports in- 
tending to run his mill to the middle of next month, when 
it will be closed down for overhauling. At present 
the mill is busy on a foreign cargo. 

R. Smith, of the Stanley-Smith Lumber Company, 
came down from Hood River the other day, reporting 
that the mill was closed in line with others. 

Dant & Russell have chartered the schooner Bangor 
to carry a cargo of lumber from the MeCormick Lumber 
Company’s mill at Willapa bay to San Pedro. 

W. D. Jellison, of the Jellison-Comstock Lumber Com- 
pany, has returned from the east and California. G. 
R. Comstock, who was ill most of the time while here, 
is in California for his health and does not expect to 
return to Oregon. Mr. Jellison is closing up the part- 
nership affairs of the company. 

‘John H. Haak, extensive dealer in timber lands, has 
returned from a trip to California, 

The Bridal Veil Lumber Company shut down its mill 
at Bridal Veil this week but has enough stock to run 
its box factory sixty days and the planing mill for some 
time, both of which departments will be kept in opera 
tion, 

The steam schooner Grays Harbor left Thursday on 
its maiden trip for Redondo with a cargo of 700,000 
feet of lumber loaded at the mills of the Clark & 
Wilson Lumber Company at Linnton. It took a light 
cargo for the first trip but is expected henceforth to 
carry all of 800,000 feet. The Grays Harbor belongs to 
Sudden & Christensen, of San Francisco, which firm is 
now building two other steam schooners on Willapa bay, 
one of them to be named the Willapa. 

Nearly all the mills down the Columbia river have 
closed during the last two weeks. At Rainier the Ore- 
gon-Kansa, Willard Case, Rainier Milling Company, Pat 
terson Lumber Company and Nordby & Wilson plants 
are idle, while back of Rainier the following plants 
are quiet: Westhill Lumber Company, Cedar Valley 
Lumber Company, Lowman Bros. and the Howard Lum- 
ber Company. The Columbia River Door Company ’s sash 
and door factory is about the only plant operating at 
Rainier. 

At Westport the Westport Lumber Company is closed 
and the Beaver Lumber Company at Prescott expects 
to close when orders now on hand are filled, since there 
seems little prospect of much new bisiness for the pres- 
ent. 

The North Pacific Lumber Company has removed its 
offices to 306 Wells-Fargo building from the Worcester 
block. This company intends operating its mill during 
the entire winter. 

The Clarke & Wilson Lumber Company, Linnto, will 
add two 150-horsepower Casey-Hedges boilers to its 
power equipment. 

Frank Young, Peter Sorensen and L. H. Young are 
installing a shingle mill on the water front near the 
Union Box & Lumber Company. 

The Multnomah Trunk & Bag Company has bought a 
site near the Jones Lumber Company’s mill in South 
Portland and will install a box factory and saw mill. 

H. G. Klopp, representing the Cream City Sash & 
Door Company, Milwaukee, Wis.,; the Foster-Munger 
Company, Chicago, and the [roquois Door Company, Buf- 
falo, N. Y., has gone to Chicago to remain till about the 
first of the year. These concerns are operating the sash 
and door plant of the Seaside Lumber & Manufacturing 
Company, Seaside, Ore. 

S. Benson, of the Benson Logging & Lumbering Com- 
pany, left November 15 for San Diego to visit his saw 
mill and complete arrangements for the installation of 
a sash, door and box factory in connection with the 
plant, of which mention was made in the LUMBERMAN 
some time ago. 

F. F. Williams, of Oregon City, has bought about 900 
acres of timber land in the vicinity of Logan, Clacka- 
mas county, this state, from J. W. Taggart, of this city. 

The Youngs River Company has bought from J. L. 
Washburn, St. Louis, Minn., a tract of 4,700 acres of 
timber land located on upper Youngs river about six 
miles from Olney, this state. 

J. E. Davenport, of San Francisco, is having a steam 
schooner built at Porter’s shipyard at North Bend. 
The new boat will be 190 feet long, 38 feet beam and 
18 feet hold, with capacity for 750,000 feet. 

The Simpson Lumber Company is loading the schooner 
Churchill at Knappton, Wash., with 900,000 feet of fir 
timbers, consisting of 12x12 and 6x12, destined for 
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Formosa, to be used in constructing a drydock at Kee- 
lung. : 

T. D. Collins, of Nebraska, Pa., father of E. 8. Col- 
lins, of Ostrander, Wash., is spending some time visit- 
ing his son. 

James E. Cameron, formerly of the Menominee Lum- 
ber Company, is in the east on a business trip. 

W. I. McKee, of the W. I. McKee Lumber Company, 
Quincy, Ill., is on the coast on his regular semiannual 
trip. 

George B. McCloud, of the Hammond Lumber Com- 
pany, has removed to San Francisco, where he will re- 
side permanently. 

C. H. Brown, of Milwaukee, Wis., formerly with the 
Cream City Sash & Door Company, is now engaged in 
the sale of timber lands in British Columbia. 

W. C. Francisco, formerly manager of the St. Johns 
Lumber Company, St. Johns, has opened offices in the 
Merchants’ Exchange building, San Francisco, where 
he will represent the Oregon Ixport Lumber Company, 
of this city. 

K. Kume, Japanese forestry expert, of the department 
of agriculture and commerce of Japan, was a recent vis- 
itor in Portland en route to the east and south to study 
forestry conditions in America. 

Arthur F. Moore, of James Moore & Sons, Limited, 
South Melbourne, Australia, spent a few days in the 
city en route to Sweden. 

C. W. Russel, of the Russel Wheel & Foundry Com- 
pany, car builders, Detroit, Mich., was in Portland a 
few days ago. While here he arranged with the Willa- 
mette Iron & Steel Works to represent his company on 
the Pacifie coast. 

i, Hamilton Sawyer, president of the Eastern Im- 
porting Company, a Portland corporation doing an im- 
mense oriental business, is here at St. Vincent’s hospital 
suffering from a fever contracted while in the far east 
this summer. He returned very low but the physicians 
have hopes for his recovery. 


CADILLAC TRADE ACTIVE. 


Reforestation by Legislation-— Many Camps Need 
More Men—New Lumber Road Under Con- 
struction— Other News and Personals. 





CADILLAC, Micu., Nov. 22. While in a few local fae- 
tories and mills a few workmen have been laid off and 
short hours are being maintained at some others for a 
short time, business men of Cadillac firmly believe this 
city is in a better condition from a business standpoint 
than any other city of anywhere near its size in the 
state. W. L. Saunders, general manager of the Cummer- 
Diggins Company, said: 

We here in Cadillac know practically nothing from actual 
experience of the stern situation that is prevailing through- 
out the country. The lumber business is rather dull to be 
sure, and the maple flooring industry is certainly a very sick 
baby, but we are running our plants so that the city is not 
suffering from the dull period. Our business men are having 
the usual run of good business, and the banks are not com- 
plaining. They are in good condition and doing business the 
same as ever; currency seems plentiful here. No, I think 
Cadillac is exceedingly fortunate to ride such a storm with 
so little trouble or inconvenience 

W. L. Saunders has been in Buffalo a few days for 
his company. 

Kk. F. Sawyer, of the Cadillac Veneer Company, who 
is « member of the constitutional convention, is a mem- 
ber of the committee on reforestation, and is working 
up considerable sentiment on the committee and among 
members with the result that beyond doubt the new con- 
stitution will contain a compulsory provision making it 
incumbent upon the state to do something positive in 
the way of reforesting portions of northern Michigan. 
Mr. Sawyer is arranging for a meeting of the committee 
with the state forestry commission in the near future to 
get ideas that will result in the right matter being 
embodied in the constitution. 

Proposals are asked by the United States engineers 
for the improvement of Ludington harbor. The con- 
tract will be let next month. There will be two arms 
of an outer breakwater from 1,600 to 2,000 feet long. 
The work will be in progress for five years, about 
$165,000 being spent annually. 

The biggest logging operator in the upper peninsula 
this winter will be Andrew Bjorkman, of Iron Moun- 
tain. He has contracts to put in 10,000,000 feet of 
mixed timber and will operate through jobbers. Already 
eleven camps have been arranged. 

The Oliver Iron Mining Company will send a crew of 
men to the woods, west of Michigamme, where opera- 
tions were conducted last season. Seventy men will 
be on the job this winter. The company has comfortable 
camps in the district, and good roads have been put in, 
so that there will be no delay in starting after the men 
are engaged. The company has sufficient timber to keep 
a crew busy three winters. 

The Lake Superior Iron & Chemical Company has sold 
to D. N. MeLeod, an extensive operator in lumber, all 
the trees on its holdings in the vicinity of Rexton, 
Mackinae county, that are suitable for logs. This pur- 
chase gives him suflicient timber to keep his mill at 
Rexton busy for four years. 

A. W. Decker, of West Branch, has started in busi- 
ness for himself. In about four weeks he will have com- 
pleted his work with the Michigan Cedar Company, with 
whom he has been connected for several years. Recently 
Mr. Decker purchased a tract of timbered land five 
miles west of Frederic, which he will cut off this winter. 

The Cheboygan Boiler Works has closed a contract 
with Salling, Hanson & Co., of Grayling, to build the 
largest refuse burner ever constructed in Michigan. It 


will be 43 feet in diameter with an 18-inch water space 
and 100 feet high. It will be erected between the firm’s 
hardwood flooring mill and planing mill to take care of 
the refuse. 

Men are very scarce on North Fox island, off Traverse 
City, notwithstanding the big wages being paid in the 
woods. John Rennie, who has a camp there for the 
Kelly Shingle & Lumber Company, wants fifty more men 
in his camp, but up to date he has been unable to secure 
them. The force now there is eutting and hauling the 
timber, but unless more men can be secured soon it will 
not be able to get out the quantity of timber desired 
before Christmas. 

The building of the Smith & Hull mill on North 
Manitou island is progressing slowly. The lack of a 
dock on the island where supplies can be unloaded is 
causing great inconvenience. The mill will have 550 
horsepower. It is expected it will turn out 50,000 feet 
of lumber a day. Work on a railroad into the forest has 
been started. It will be a narrow gage road with good 
sized cars. About ten miles of steel has been secured, 
and in order to hold down the expense one end of the 
island will be lumbered and the rails then transferred to 
the other end. Lumbering will continue winter and sum- 
mer for six years, as there are millions of feet of hem- 
lock, maple and beech. Six feet is not an uncommon 
size for the hemlock, while some nine feet in diameter 
have been found on the island. 

John IF. Butcher, of Mt. Pleasant, who operated a 
folding crate factory in that city, has torn out all his 
machinery and moved it to Vassar, where he will resume 
the manufacture of crates. 

Charles Merrill, of Breckinridge, has taken a crowd of 
fifty men to the camps of the Hudson Lumber Company, 
in Mackinae county. The men received free’ transporta- 
tion and from $35 to $50 a month for work in the woods. 

Notwithstanding the stringency of the money market 
Salling, Hanson & Co., of Grayling, have raised the 
wages of all their employees. 

The Edgett & Corning lath and crate mill at Buckley, 
Wexford county, is running again. : 

A. T. Cooling, of Durand, assistant cashier of the 
Shiawassee County bank at Durand, has resigned to 
enter upon a position with the Anketell Lumber Com- 
pany at Detroit. 

MeIntyre & Havel, of St. Louis, this state, has placed 
a mill in operation at Lockhart, near Thomson, School- 
craft county. The daily capacity will be 70,000 lath 
and 15,000 feet of box boards besides hardwood erating. 
The plant will run summer and winter and give employ- 
ment to thirty men. 

The new cement block plant to be built near Mar- 
quette by James Pendill will be constructed largely of 
Recently he bought the building of the Dead 
river saw mill, and it is from the mill that the doors are 
obtained. It was found that the doors of the drying 
kilns were lined with felt and so constructed as to be 
practically airtight. They are 7x14 in size. Mr. Pen- 
dill coneeived the idea of building his new plant almost 
entirely of the doors. 

Speaking of the state of trade in the veneer business, 
E. F. Sawyer, of the Cadillac Veneer Company, said this 
week: ‘‘It is the business that is off, not the prices.’’ 
Yet for the first time in many months the firm has laid 
off a few men in the panel room. 

A. O. Walker, of Erie, Pa., a prominent lumberman 
and buyer for large concerns, has been spending a week 
in the northern part of this state. 

The East Shore Woodenware Company at Frankfort 
has shut down its plant until after the holidays. 

D. N. MeLeod has closed down his camps at Rexton 
near Newberry. The tight money market caused the 
move, 

The Cummer-Diggins Company has received its first 
steam skidding outfit and is installing it at the camp 
in Boon township. 

I. E. Skeels, forester for Cobbs & Mitchell, is spend- 
ing a few days at the company’s camps at Springvale 
near Boyne Falls. 

The new Y. M. C. A. building, costing $46,000, most 
of which was the gift of W. W. Mitchell, will be dedi- 
eated early in January. 

The St. Johns Table Company factory is running but 
eight hours a day for a few weeks. 

Henry Jordell, of Lake City, is running a lumber 
camp at Dublin, Manistee county. 

E. W. Benjamin, of the Cadillae Veneer Company, 
has returned from a trip through Kentucky, Tennessee 
and Indiana, where he went to look up the veneer busi- 
ness. He brought back several good orders. 

The Widdicomb Lumber Company, of Grand Rapids, 
has bought 100 acres of hardwood timber from John 
Manning, of this city. The property is located a few 
miles south of Cadillac, in Osceola county. He had 
held the land three years, making a profit of 100 percent 
on his investment. 

M. E. Thomas, sales agent for Mitchell Bros., and the 
Cobbs & Mitchell Company, of this city, is out on a 
three weeks’ business trip. 


doors. 


PPA 
TRIBUTE TO THE MERITORIOUS. 


Travelers over the Chicago & Alton railroad who knew 
Conduetor Llewellyn Mason, noted as being one of the 
most polite ticket men in the United States; will doubt- 
less feel sincere sorrow to hear of -his death, which 
was announced in Chicago, October 21. Mr. Mason 
gained wide notice through being made the recipient of 
$1,000 willed him by the late W. A. Tyler, of Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., as a reward for his politeness to his 
passengers. Many beautiful floral tributes were sent 
by the sympathizing employees of the Alton road to the 
widow of their highly respected and generally admired 
former fellow employee. ; 





TIMBERS 


View in our Chicago yard where we 
keep well assorted stocks on hand 
constantly. 


The Marsh & Bingham Co, 
.105 Old Colony Building, 


Mill and Yard, CHICAGO I" 


7th and Iron Streets, 
















Neered 
Oak Doors 


made from virgin Indiana 
oak, possess a luxurious 
grain and color that makes 
them superior to all others. 

Our catalogue No. 101 
shows many different de- 
signs,.and is free, 

Write for estimates on 
doors and interior trim. 









Carnahan Mfg. Co., 


LOOGOOTEE, IND. 





Want You 
To Forget 


When you are looking for good stock that 
we want your order and can fix you up in 


Pine, Hemlock 
and Basswood 


Drop us a line. We doour own manufac- 
turing and always have a good assortment 
on hand. Inquiries given prompt attention. 


Brooks & Ross Lumber Co. 


SCHOFIELD, WIS. 
CHICAGO OFFICE, 406 New York Life Building. 











A Few Items Ready 
For Immediate Shipment— 


No. 3 Hemlock. 
No. 3 Hemlock. 


500,000 ft. 
500,000 ft. 


No. 3 Red Oak. 
ist and 2nd Soft Elm. 


50,000 ft. 
50,000 ft. 


> 
- eed 
200,000 ft. 1” No. 3 Soft Elm. 
a 
ie 


Can work as desired and ship with little delay. 
Correspondence solicited. 


Heineman Lumber Co. 
HEINEMAN, WIS. 
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We Will Make Low Prices on 





SAWDUST 


for fall shipment before our saw 
mill shuts down for the season. 
WE ALSO HAVE 


Baled Shavings 





Empire Lumber Co. 


Manufacturers and Dealers, 
WINONA, MINN. 








MINNESOTA PINE 


FOR QUICK SHIPMENT. 


250,000 ft. No. 4 Bds. 4”’ & wider 8 to 16’. 
250,000 ft. ‘* ‘* 6”,8”, 10” & 12”,8 to 16’. 
300,000 ft. 4’ No 2 Feg. 8 to 16’ large'y Wh. P. 
5 Cars 6°’ B & better Wh. Pine Siding. 
“* 4° C Wh. P. Siding. 
** 6” C & better Norway Siding. 
4°° e “ee “ te r 
“© 1%” D Select Wh P, 
14°’ D Select & better Wh. P. 
** No. 3 Boards 6 ft. 
“* 4° No. 4 Fencing 6 to 16’. 
** 32 in-h Lath. 


Car lot prices yours for the asking. 


BOVEY-DE LAITTRE LBR. CO, MSEAFOLS, 


1 CO bet Or bet et 80 00 
. 
: 











POSTS and 
SHINGLES 


For Prompt 
Shipment 


Early Deliveries ; 
Secured. US eae 


Duluth Log Company, 
DULUTH, MINN. 


General Offices: 
Second floor Palladio Bldg, 








Crookston Lumber Co. 


MILLS AT 
CROOKSTON, BEMIDJI, ST. HILAIRE, MINN. 


CHICAGO UFFICE, 1011 Marquette Bidg., Phone, Central 8183 


GENERAL OFFICE, BEMIDJI, MINN. 


MILWAUKEE OFFICE, 602 Wells Building, Phone, Main 1919. 








OUR SPECIALTIES 


Pattern Lumber, 

Bux Material, 
Factery Stock and 
Bevclea siding, 


Wisconsin Gork Pine 


Cut full width and thickress. Mixed cars to retail trade. 
We carry a large stock and complete assortment. 


MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLESALERS. 


RUST-OWEN LUMBER CO., - Cremmond, Wis. 


Rust- OWEN 
LUMBER 


DRUMMOND. 
WISCONSIN 











JUST NOW WE CAN MAKE QUICK SHIPMENTS: ON 


Dry White Pine Beveled Siding, 
Finish in all Ticknesses, and 


: Shop Lumber. 
Sawyer-Goodman Company 


MARINETTE, WISCONSIN. 











QUAKER CITY NEWS. 


Hopeful Feeling Expressed by Lumbermen—Repre- 
sentatives for Rivers and Harbors Con- 
" gress- News and Personals. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Nov. 26.—The week just ended 
has created a more hopeful feeling in the trade of this 
city than has been prevalent for the last six weeks. 
Prices have remained nearly stationary and the actual 
business transacted has not been appreciably in excess 
of the business done in other weeks during the finan- 
cial disturbances, but inquiries have been so plentiful 
as to lend much encouragement to wholesalers and 
manufacturers. Retai'ers show a disposition to buy 
with less hesitancy than heretofore, which is largely 
accounted for by the general feeling that bottom prices 
have been reached and that with greatly depleted stocks 
and increasing demands now is the time to buy. 

William L. Rice, president of the Lumbermen’s 
Exchange, last week appointed the following members 
of the exchange to represent that body at the annual 
Rivers & Harbors Congress, to be held at the new 
Hotel Willard, Washington, D. C., December 4, 5 and 
6: S. B. Vrooman, of the S. B. Vrooman Company ; 
J. D. Bush, of Bush & Raynor; A. J. Cadwallader, of 
George F. Craig & Co.; Frank Smedley, of Smedley 
Bros. Company, and E. B. Malone, of Watson, Malone 
& Son. Urgent business will prevent Mr. Rice from 
attending the congress. 

In the midst of the tempest which swept the Atlantic 
seaboard Saturday and Sunday of last week Charles P. 
Maule, who is an enthusiastic yachtsman, was out with a 
party of friends in his yacht the Jane. With the expe- 
rience of an old mariner Mr. Maule anchored in the 
safe harbor of the Forked river until the storm, carried 
by a wind traveling at the rate of over sixty miles an 
hour, had safely passed. Mr. Maule is reported to 
have had enough of cruising for this season and prom- 
ises to put his yacht out of commission until spring. 

Among the visitors to this city’s trade during the 
week were the following: C. H. Turner, of the New- 
bern Lumber Company, Newbern, N. C.; J. W. Byrd, 
of the J. W. Byrd Lumber Company, Thomasville, Ga., 
who was here filling contracts for railroads; A. P. 
Irish, of the Fuller & Rice Lumber Manufacturing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich.; R. Graham Rambo, of 
M. Rambo & Sons, Coatesville, Pa.; Job Scott, Mantua, 
N. J., and W. P. Jordan, Salisbury, Md. 

H. E. Bates, with Wistar, Underhill & Co., Real 
Estate Trust Company building, who has established 
permanent headquarters for the Ohio and middle west 
territory at Plainsville, Ohio, reported to the firm 
last week that business is picking up there and that 
the outlook for the remainder of the year is exception- 
ally good. E. J. Behrens, the New York representative 
of the firm, has returned from a trip through the New 
England states looking after the markets for timber. 

George Dimeling, an influential hemlock lumberman 
of Clearfield county, and who also manufactures exten- 
sively in West Virginia, was in this city last week on 
business. As Chairman of the Democratic state com- 
mittee, Mr. Dimeling could not refrain from getting 
in touch with the Democratic leaders of this city and 
thus happily combined business with politics. 

B. I. Patterson, of the Owen M. Bruner Company, has 
returned from a gunning trip in the New Jersey pines. 
Mr. Patterson says that he was fatigued by carrying 
the game which he bagged but that he was constrained 
to see that the ducks, geese, rabbits ete., were safely 
landed in this city that skeptical lumbermen might see 
to what exter he has distinguished himself as a hunter. 
Henry Whelpton, of the firm, is making a canvass of the 
Pennsylvania state trade. 

Killiam E. Bennett, of Munger & Bennett, Camden, 
N. J., has returned from a southern trip and says the 
mi!ls are working steadily. The firm is busy filling old 
orders, although new orders are not plentiful. 

William L. Rice, of T. B. Rice & Sons Company, left 
Sunday for a trip through the south. Mr. Rice will 
probably return to this city before the end of the week. 

Joseph H. O’Neill, representative of the Edward 
Hines Lumber Company, and a prominent wholesaler 
with offices in the Crozier building, says last week was 
better than any other week for the last month and that 
an increase in inquiries shows an easing up in the 
money market. 

P. Elmer Weitzel, of Weitzel & Bro., is one of the 
large retailers who has no reason to complain. This 
firm has done an active business throughout the fali 
to meet the demands of its patrons. It has been 
obliged to fulfil contracts calling for the supply of great 
quantities of timber for building operations and on 
Monday unloaded at the wharf nearly 1,000,000 feet of 
timber, largely North Carolina pine. 

Loaded with a cargo of lumber the British tramp 
steamship Regulus, bound to this port, ran aground on 
the outer bar at Bellport, N. Y., last week and lighters 
had to be sent alongside to take off the timber before 
the Regulus could be floated. 





SMOKY CITY TRADE NOTES. 


PirrspurG, Pa., Nov. 25.—The tone of the lumber 
business is improving throughout this territory. Business 
seems to be gaining in volume every day. Most of the 
buying is conducted in a cautious manner, for dealers 
realize that the time is not propitious for extensive pur- 
chases or for stocking up. 

Reports from a number of the mills in this state and in 
West Virginia indicate a curtailment of production. 
Pittsburg lumbermen are not trying to push business 


but are letting matters drift. A fair average of busi- 
ness in some departments has been maintained by a gen- 
eral cleaning up of contracts for work that is nearing 
completion. Building operations are quiet. Extensive 
improvements are being made at Homestead by the Car- 
negie Steel Company and steady work is going on at the 
Pittsburg plants of‘the Jones & Laughlin Steel Com- 
pany, though the latter corporation has suspended work 
at the Alliqu'pa. plant. 

Reports came to th's city this week of the failure of 
some small retail lumber dealers in the central part of 
the state, but names were lacking. Eastern buying has 
improved in all directions, particularly in boxboard 
lumber and hardwoods for packing departments. 

EK. V. Babeoek & Co. note a fairly active business in 
spruce and hardwoods. The mills are working right 
along and shipments are going forward. KE. V. Bab- 
eock and C. L. Babeoek, manager of the Babeoek Lum- 
ber Company, have gone to Tellico Plains, Tenn., where 
they will spend a week looking over the plants and 
properties of the Tell'eo River Lumber Company. This 
huge plant is working splendidly and the results are 
unusually pleasing to the officials of that company. 
W. H. Heffelfinger, jr., manager of the Elk Lick Lum- 
ber Company, of Hambleton, W. Va., and Thomas Rann, 
of the Rann & Andrews Lumber Company, of Evenwood, 
W. Va., visited this city this week and called at the 
offees of the Tellico River Lumber Company. 

Mr. Vosburg and W. W. Wilson, manager of sales of 
Bemis & Vosburg, have gone to the mills of that eom- 
pany in Forest and Claron counties, where they are 
consulting with the mill managers regarding operations. 
Harry Bemis, of the same company, is at his home in 
Bradford, Pa. The company reports a better demand 
for spruee beards ond finished material of the higher 
grades and a generally netive sale of spruce box boards 
and hardwood lumber in the eastern market. 

Albert A. Germain, secretary of the Germain Com 
pany, returned last week from his wedding trp to the 
Bermudas. The Germain Company is finding some busi 
ness and inquiries are coming in that indicate more 
in the near future. 

The A. M. Turner Lumber Company says business has 
been improving steadily and ind’cations pont to more 
definite advancement in the next few weeks. O. H., 
Reetanus is out of the city on a brief business trip. 
Shipments from the south are better than for some time 
and orders that have been delayed beeause of a lack of 
cars are coming forward. 


NEW ENGLAND NOTES. 


Building Permits Holding Up Well South American 
Exports— Loggers W ages Lower— Survey 
of Timber Lands Being Made. 





Boston, Mass., Nov. 23.—The building contraets 
awarded in New England during the last week amounted 
to $2,389,000, against $2,640,000 during the correspoud 
ing period of last year. Since the first of January the 
con.racts have amounted to $118,462,000, as compared 
with $110,062,000 during the same period of 1906, 

Several months ago the Californian Sash, Door & Lum- 
ber Company, of Fitchburg, this state, petitioned for a 
dissolution of the corporadon. This has now been 
allowed. 

Several sailing vessels have been loading at Mystie 
wharf with lumber for South America during the last 
few days. 

Myron Robinson, of West Auburn! Me., has returned 
from Central America, where he has spent the last two 
years engaged in the mahogany. trade. 

I, B. Reynolds, president of the Boston Lumber Com 
pany, has returned from a gunning trip on Cape Cod. 

Bert Prouty, lieutenant governor of Vermont and a 
member of the Prouty & Miller Lumber Company, has 
been visiting Mr. Lewis, of the Taunton Lumber Com- 
pany, Brockton, this state, during the last week. 

H. A. Grimwood and H. A. Grimwood, a... of Provi- 
dence, R. I., recently attended the New York horse show 
but did no buying. 

Isam Mitchell, of Brockton, has left on his regular 
trip to his orange ranch at Redlands, Cal. 

Among the Maine lumbermen who have been in Boston 
recently were Fleetwood Pride, of Brownville; Orin Gil 
patrick, of Houlton, and H. M. Warren, of Woodford. 

Dr. Frederick Bryant, of Worcester, has taken hold 
of the management of the Bryant Company’s lumber 
business in Pit.sfield, Me. This business was conducted 


. by Frank Bryant, who died about three weeks ago. 


One of the Maine lumber operators who was in Bos- 
ton within a few days, stated that he could get better 
men to go into the woods at $26 a month this year 
than he could a year ago at $45. 





IN THE FAR NORTHEAST. 


BAncor, Me., Nov. 23.—A portion of the stat@"8 work 
for the year is that of exploring and surveying in 
some of the wild land counties of the state. This work 
is being done under the supervision of the board of state 
assessors and in accordance with the provisions of a 
special: appropriation of the last legislature by which 
$2,500 was appropriated for carrying on the work dur- 
ing 1907 and a similar sum for 1908. The work this 
year has been carried on in Oxford, Hancock and Penob- 
scot counties. The report will give the amount of valu- 
able timber, different kinds of wood, amount of pulp- 
wood reckoned by cords, and acreage of each township, 
visited. It will enable the assessors to give a practically 
correct estimate of the valuation of the townships gone 
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over by the men during the season. The report of the 
work will be included in the coming report of the board 
of state assessors, which will be submitted to the gov- 
ernor and council. The work of exploration and survey 
will be continued next year. and the next legislature will 
probably make provision for its continuance. 

Most of the Penobscot river mills have shut down for 
the season. The Sterns Lumber Company, Sargent Lum- 
ber Company and Eastern Manufacturing Company, of 
this city, closed this week. William Engel & Co. and 
James Walker & Co., Orono, also closed this week. Lowell 
& Engel, this city, will shut down November 27. The 
fall season has been dull and the movement of lumber 
from this port was under the average. 

The Norwegian bark Loch Rannoch sailed this week 
for Buenos Ayres, with about 1,000,000 feet of pine and 
150,000 feet of spruce, sawed by the Eastern Manufac- 
turing Company and others, for the American Trading 
Company, of New York. 

It is estimated that the lumber cut in this state this 
winter will be 50,000,000 to 100,000,000 feet less than 
the average of the last six years, the decrease being 
chiefly in saw logs. Pulp companies will cut nearly 
as much as usual. This fall has been unfavorable for 
yarding logs, owing to constant rains. Labor is more 
plentiful, thousands of men recently discharged by rail- 
roads and other corporations having applied for work 
in the woods. Wages have declined about $5 a month. 

Business is rushing at the Foxcroft spool mill. The 
November orders for spools is said to aggregate the 
largest number ever received. About 2,000,000 feet of 
white birch lumber has been engaged for delivery this 
winter. 


WESTERN NEW YORK ITEMS. 


Lumbermen Interested in Deepening Buffalo River 
—Big Shipment of Fir Timber 
from the North. 





Burra.o, N. Y., Nov. 27.—The week finds the average 
lumber dealer in a more hopeful frame of mind, as the 
demand does not run down any more. Nobody seems 
to have been hit by failures to pay bills and some say 
that their collections are up to the average. There is, 
of course, much scanning of a buyer’s rating, but, as a 
dealer says, the situation is better than it seems to be, 
for, if a customer lets his account run overtime the seller 
begins to get uneasy. 

Buffalo is still building as actively as ever. While 
the weekly list of new permits is swelled by some big 
shop additions by the New York Central the number 
of permits is seventy-six, which is much above the 
average. The aggregate cost is estimated at $311,955. 

The late lumber season is about over, with no pros- 
pect of a spurt at the end. The amount received for 
the week was 2,245,000 feet, with 2,396,000 shingles. 

Among those who still have lumber to arrive are Hurd 
Lros., with two cargoes coming. When they are in the 
yard will have a large stock, especially as it carries 
yellow pine as well as white. 

The MeNeil Lumber Company has a cargo of hemlock 
in, which will give it a good winter supply here, with 
more left over at Bayfield for cheaper spring freights. 
Peter MeNeil is at Mount Clemens, Mich., for a short 
rest. 

It is probable that the box factories have struck the 
slackest run of business of anything in lumber working, 
for the demand has been cut off very badly by the fail- 
ure of canning factory stocks and the box factories are 
now down to eight hours generally, with mostly a short 
force. There ought to be a big run of canning factory 
work next year, as the goods will be pretty well used up. 

The Lumber Exchange did not pass very directly on 
the scheme for establishing reciprocal demurrage where 
the railroads delay shipments unduly. Chairman Burns, 
of the transportation committee, has sent the draft back 
to the Niagara Frontier Shippers’ Traffic Association, 
with a report that it had been accepted informally. 
Some lumbermen do not care to antagonize the roads in 
any such way. 

The Lumber Exchange has placed itself on record as 
in favor of going ahead at once with the deepening of 
Buffalo river and some of the members who have no 
direct interest in the project have done considerable 
work, placing the matter before the city authorities, 
but the board of aldermen this week failed to get the 
necessary two-thirds vote in favor of it, aldermen in 
the wards most interested mostly voting against it. The 
deepening of the river would double the size of the inner 
harbor and greatly add to the approaches of the harbor. 

H, E. Montgomery has been in New York lately. 
H. 8. Lee, of Mixer & Co., who is back from a sales 
trip through the territory adjacent to New York, found 
business quite as good as the general state of trade 
would warrant. The holding off now is more on account 
of the scarcity of money than with the idea that prices 
are to be lower, though some buyers still look for a 
decline. 

There is less complaint of car shortage than formerly, 
for while coal is moving as fast as ever, both grain and 
lumber are shut off very much, so that the roads are 
much easier than they were. It is predicted that whe 
the return to the full movement takes plae@ next year 
there will be a car shortage that may exceed anything 
felt yet, at least this year. 

‘Thé monthly meeting of the White Pine Association 
was not held till the 21st, as President C. W. Betts was 
otherwise océ¢tipied on the regtilar’ day, it being the 


_ occasion of the wedding of his daughter, Marion H. 


Betts, to Amos T. Hill, of Philadelphia, on November 19, 





FROM THE FOREST CITY. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO, Nov. 26.—While business is dull in 
a general way local dealers are inclined to be opti- 
mistic. Extremely fine weather has had much to do 
with keeping up local building lines. 

The monthly report of the Chamber of Commerce 
showing the receipts and shipments of lumber over the 
various railroads for October gives a total of 2,233 
cars received and 1,009 cars shipped. For the same 
month last year 2,210 cars were received and 1,733 
cars were shipped. 

W. B. Martin, of the Martin-Barriss Company, is 
confined to his home by illness. 

The Wholesale Board of Lumber Dealers is gath- 
ering statistics relative to railroad rates on local 
shipments from this city to other points in Ohio 
for comparison with similar figures of other cities. 
These statistics will be used by the Ohio Shippers’ 
Association in its efforts to have a new grade estab- 
lished for lumber, logs and other commodities. There 
is considerable feeling that Cleveland shippers are not 
getting all that they should in the way of concessions 
from railroads on their local shipments and it is 
hoped that the Ohio Railway Commission can be 
given sufficient light on this subject so that a more 
equitable rating may be established. 

J. F. Bertles, of the Sawyer-Goodman Company, 
lumber manufacturers, of Marinette, Wis., visited 
local dealers recently. 

The Fir Timber Company has on its way to this port 
one of the largest shipments of big sticks which has 
ever come into this city. These timbers are being 
brought from the west by way of Duluth. The en- 
tire consignment is 750,000 feet, much of which runs 
to pieces 24x24. Cleveland is rapidly becoming an 
important timber market and the Fir Timber Com- 
pany is a large factor of this trade. 

T. T. Crenshaw, Columbus representative of the 
Missouri Lumber & Land Exchange, called on Cleve- 
land lumbermen this week. 

George W. Headley, jr., representing the Glade 
Lumber Company, of Glade, Miss., was in this city 
recently in connection with the large yellow pine 
business of his firm. 

Charles Wood, of the Western Reserve Lumber 
Company, Warren, was a recent visitor at some of the 
local lumber offices. 


TIMBER LAND SALES. 
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The Edward Rutledge Timber Company, of Spokane, 
Wash., has bought 353 acres of timber land on St. Joe 
river, east of Spokane, from the Northern Pacifie railway 
for $28,142.70. The Rutledge Company also bought 160 
acres from the same railroad, but it was for a small amount. 


The Consolidated Lumber Company, of Elk, Wash., has 
sold timber and lands in Stevens county, this state, to the 
value of $50,000 to the White Pine & Cedar Lumber Com- 
pany, of the same place. It is reported that these com- 
panies will operate their business under one management, 


Joseph Deters & Son, stave men of Crossville, Tenn., have 
hought 900 acres of white oak timber near their town. 


ik. G. Boyd, of Roanoke, Va., has sold 36,000 acres of 
timber land in Washington county, Virginia, to the Grand 
River Lumber Company, of Pittsburg, Pa., for the sum of 
$350,000. A railroad will be built from Honaker through 
Russell county to Moccasin Gap to bring the timber out. 


Kemmeter Bros., saw mill operators at Jefferson, Wis., 
have bought 240 acres of hardwood timber, most of which 
is maple, near Eland, Shawano county, this state. Camps 
are being put in and cutting will soon begin. 


Charles McNeil, of Seattle, Wash., bought last week 1,250 
acres of‘fir and cedar timber land near Darrington, Wash., 
from James McGuie, of Everett, and Mr. Blyth, of Seattle, 
tor $56,000. The tract, it is estimated, will cut 60,000,000 
feet and is on the Darrington branch of the Northern Pacific 
railroad. Mr. MeNeil recently bought 10,000,000 feet from 
small owners in this vicinity. 

Charles Nelson, of Palmyra, Wis., recently bought 400 
acres of timber land near Napper, this state. 


J. W. Culp, of Temple, Tex., acting for a party of Texas 
men, bought 120,000 acres of coal and timber land in Mor- 
gan and Rowan counties, Kentucky, for $600,000. The pur- 
chases were made through various parties. 


O. E. Morgan, of Shawano, Wis., has bought timber lands 
on Red river, estimated to cut 20,000,000 feet, from Henry 
Cc. Seott, of Omro, Wis. 


J. A. Haak, of the Haak Lumber Company, Haakwood, 


Mich., has bought 160 acres of redwood timber near Phillips- 
ville, Humboldt county, Cal., from Rolla B. McDaniel. 


The Columbus Trust Company, of Newburgh, N. Y., to 
close up the estate of Peter Weyant, sold 700 acres of land 
in Orange and Rockland counties, New York, to Peter Cant- 
line, of this city, for $7,200. 


The A. Kleinheinz Land Agency, of Marshfield, Wis., has 
sold a tract of 1,280 acres of land near Rib Lake, Wis., 
to an Illinois party for $13,000. 





Decree in Favor of Appellant. 


Orrawa, ONT., Nov. 16.—Judgment was delivered in the 
case of Burr vs. the Arrewhead Lumber Company granting 
a decree in favor of the Dae in special terms, declar- 
ing the respondent rightfully took possession, that appellant 


should have an account as to certain matters and the 
respondent as to certain matters at issue and terms as to 
costs of courts below; uo costs allowed on the appeal to 
the supreme court of Canada. : 











We would like to Move 


the following items of Hemlock 
and if you are interested, would 
suggest you ask us for prices. 


5 Cars 2x4 6’ No. 1 Hemlock 
10 “ 2x4 8 Not “ 
15 “ 2x6 8’ Not “ 
10 “ 2x6 10’No.t “ 
10 “ 2x8 10’Not = “ 
5 “ 2x10 10°No.t =“ 
5 “ 2xi2 10’No.1 =“ 
3 “ 2x4 8’ No.2 “ 
1 “ 2x10 8 No2 “ 
1 “ 2x4 10’No.2 “ 
1 “ 2xt0 10’No.2 “ 
2 “ each 2x12, 12’, 14’ and 16’ No, 2 
Hemlock. 
A large Stock of all other sizes of 
Hemlock. 









wil 


Our stock of Hemlock is complete in nearly 
all respects. The above items of Hemlock 
represent some stock that we would like to 
move promptly. We want ingutries for all 
kinds of Hemlock. 





P FOR QUICK SHIPMENT :— 


328,000 feet 2x4, 6 to 20 No. 1 Hemlock 

830,000 ** 2x6, 6 to 22 No. 1 Hemlock 

700,000 ** 2x8, 6 to 24 No. 1 Hemlock 

440.000 *' 2x10, 8 to 22 No. 1 Hemlock 

320,000 “ 2xI2. 8 to 24 No. 1 Hemlock 

200,000 ‘* 3x8, 10, 12, 12 to 18 No. 1 Hemlock 

364,000 * 4-4, 4-6, 6-6, 6-8, 8-8, 10 to 24 No. 1 Hemlock 

795,000 * 4 to 12 in. 10 ft. and longer, No. | Hemlock Boards 

800,000 '' 2-4 to 2-12, 10 to 20 No. 2 Hemlock; also Hemlock 
Lath and Basswood Siding. 


Barker & Stewart Lumber Co. 
“Se WAUSAU, WIS. 


WHITE PINE 


LUMBER, SHINGLES and LATH 


Our stock is large and complete. 
It will pay you to get our prices. 


BRADLEY, MILLERG CO. 
West Bay City, Mich. 


























! Hemlock, Hardwood, | 
Lath and Shingles. 


On Wisconsin Central Railway, near Glidden, 


THE NASH LUMBER COMPANY, 
= SHANAGOLDEN, WISCONSIN. 














Gillis & Moulton, “*sifctdo**” 


Railroad Ties & Car Material 


Posts and Poles—Wholesale Lumber. 
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Mershon, Schuette, Parker & Co. 


SAGINAW, MICH. 


White Pine Lumber 
BOXES AND MILLWORK. 


Write us for prices on mixed carload orders, 


New York Office: Room 8101, 1 Madison Ave. 








We make a specialty of N. C. Pine and Redwood 
through our New York Office. 
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FIR TIMBERS 


RUSH SHIPMENTS. 


We have in stock at Superior, Wis., three mil- 
a feet of fir timbers for re-shipment by lake and 
rail. 

Our 40c. rate from the coast and lake rate from 
here makes this the cheapest place to buy fir, and 
insures the quickest delivery. Let us quote you 
and put you on our mailing list, Direct coast 
shipments from our Oregon mill via U. P. 


Rogers-Ruger Lumber Co. 


SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN. 











FOR QUICK SHIPMENT 


Cedar Posts. Poles and W. C. Shingles 
4” and 6”. Basswood siting 

4” Basswood, All 

14” Basswood and Birch No. 3 Com. 
oe No. 1 Com. and 1st and 2nd Birch 

1” No. 3 and Pine 

Full Stock Hemlock. Log run Soft Elm 


COOPER @ MAXSON LUMBER CO. 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 














eT T 
TO MAKE MONEY 2: yiuc he tumber. 
the amount of lumber in any number of pieces and the 


seatstany awbet, fast at ay given price Abeclntaly correct 





CURTAILMENT OF WISCONSIN LOGGING OPERATIONS. 





Wages Being Reduced and “Jumpers’’ Discouraged By Delayed Payments—Orders Being 
Cleaned Up and Contract Shipments Nearly Completed. 





MILWAUKEE, WIs., Nov. 26.—Milwaukee lumbermen 
have received invitations to attend an informal meeting 
of hemlock lumber manufacturers in Wisconsin and Mich- 
igan at the Hotel Pfister, Milwaukee, on December 3, to 
consider the present unusual financial conditions and their 
effect on the hemlock industry. The invitations were 
issued by George H. Chapman, president of the North- 
western Hemlock Manufacturers’ Association, of Eau 
Claire. 

A good representation is expected from Michigan as 
well as Wisconsin and the situation will be thoroughly 
discussed and ways and means may be devised as to the 
manner in which the lumber business should be handled 
during these times. 

No one seems to know how long the. slump will con- 
tinue, and the dealers are having a forced vacation 
which is far from enjoyable. Some lumber is sold, but 
in such small quantities, and at such ridiculously low 
prices, and after such an effort on the part of the lum- 
berman, that the joy of the transaction is gone, and the 
profit, if there is any, is so small that it scarcely pays 
for the work connected with the sale. 

Former Senator W. H. Hatten, a prominent lumber- 
man of New London, while in Milwaukee during the 
week, spoke on the present financial situation and the 
wage question. In discussing the reduction in wages, 
Mr. Hatten said: 

It is unfortunate that many employers are taking advan- 
tage of the present financial disturbance and are reducing 
or attempting to reduce wages. Wage earners are the last 
to get the benefit of any advance in general conditions and 
they should not be the first called upon to submit to reduc- 
tion. I hope individuals and labor organizations will use 
all honorable means in their power to resist any such 
tendency or movement. The question of production has 
practically been solved; that is, enough is produced to 
provide liberally for every one, but the question of fair 
division and distribution remains to be solved. ‘The employer, 
as a rule, does not divide and share with the employee any 
unusual gains. He should not ask the employee to bear the 
unusual losses. 

It may be truthfully said that the wage earner now has 
more of the comforts and luxuries of life than at any time 
in the past, but consideration must be given to the fact 
that advancing civilization demands more of the laboring 
man each year in the care of his family and to the farther 
fact that great advance has been made in invention and 
organization, resulting in greatly increased effectiveness and 
productiveness of the worker. Shall not the real worker 
have an increased share in the general prosperity of the 
world? 

It would be an interesting experiment for some employees 
to undertake to support a family ‘on wages of the ordinary 
workman. There would certainly be no automobiles or 
vacations at the seashore. Use the surplus, sell the auto- 
mobiles, cut off some of the luxuries of the employer before 
you reduce wages. 

Despite reports of shortage and curtailment, the pulp 
mills along the Fox river are well supplied with wood 
and there is no danger of a famine should shipments 
be discontinued for a time. Considerable material is 
arriving daily at Appleton Junction and it is being dis 
tributed at up river points. The shipments by water 
from Green bay have ceased with the close of naviga- 
tion. Very little wood has arrived in Appleton this 
season because the canal was drained to permit of the 
building of the new Kaukauna electric power house, 
and the Kaukauna Fibre Company’s mills were closed 
all summer because of this, yet there is plenty of raw 
material on hand. 

The Ladysmith plant of the Menasha Woodenware 
Company has closed until December 1 to permit of 
improvements. A 30-ton boiler, with a eapacity of 450 
horsepower, has replaced two 125-horsepower boilers, 
permitting of the use of a poorer grade of waste mate 
rial for fuel and economizing in the labor necessary to 
operate the machinery. The mill is also undergoing re- 
pairs. A new floor is being laid, shaft lines, and a gen- 
eral overhauling is being made. Next season a planing 
nill will no doubt be built. The company has a large 
number of logs on the Chippewa river which will be 
brought in by rail to keep the plant busy all winter. 


_— oor 


MISCELLANEOUS STATE LUMBER NEWS. 

MILWAUKEE, WIS., Nov. 26.—Large lumber companies 
conducting camps throughout northern Wisconsin and 
Michigan continue to discharge their men, and lumber- 
men predict that thousands of lumberjacks will be 
without work this winter. While all the companies 
that conducted camps throughout the summer pros- 
pered their winter cut will not amount to half of the 
cut of former years. The output will be greatly cur- 
tailed. 

Among the most recent companies to lay off men is 
the J. S. Stearns Lumber Company, of Odonah. Edward 
Mercier, superintendent of logging for the Stearns Com- 
pany, said: 

I have received orders to lay off about 300 men. The 
average output of the camps under my supervision has 
been around the 30,000,000 mark and this decrease in the 
logging force will cut this amount to about 5,000,000 feet. 
The wages of the men in the camps have been reduced to $1 
a day. Putting so many men out of employment looks bad, 
but they will no doubt find employment in some other line. 
The reason for cutting down the log output on the Bad river 
reservation could not be ascertained, but possibly it can be 
laid to the fact that the lumber market is somewhat slack 
and prices are not high enough to suit the lumber manu- 
facturers. 

The summer season has been a prosperous one for all 
lumber companies operating mills near Bayfield and 
millions of feet of lumber have been cut. The numerous 
lumbermen operating near Bayfield have about com- 
pleted their summer work apd are now engaged in start- 


ng ter operations. 
hree mills were in operation throughout the summer, 


the mills of the Wachsmuth Lumber Company, the Red 
Cliff Lumber Company and the Bayfield Mill Company. 
These three mills cut a total of from 50,000,000 to 
60,000,000 feet of lumber. Of this amount there has 
been about 23,000,000 feet shipped, and shipping will 
continue throughout the winter. The amount of wages 
paid out to mill employees alone amounted to over 
$90,000. 

A large number of lath were manufactured also, the 
Wachsmuth Company turning out about 5,500,000 and 
the Bayfield Mill Company 2,800,000. The Wachsmuth 
Company has shipped out 1,000 cords of bark and 180 
sarloads of trimmings during the last season, while the 
Bayfield Mill Company shipped 800 cords and still has 
500 cords on hand. 

Now that the summer season is over the attention of 
all the lumber companies is directed toward winter 
operations, and although they will not be so extensive 
as last year the amount of work done will be enormous. 
Hundreds of men are available despite the reduction 
in wages, which is expected to be followed by another 
cut very soon. About 1,000 men will be needed to con- 
duct the winter operations of the three Bayfield com- 
panies. 

The deeadence of the lumber mMdustry is strikingly 
shown in the receipts of lumber at the port of Milwau- 
kee during the present season. But a few years ago the 
receipts averaged 500,000 feet, while up to November of 
this year they totaled but 63,483 feet. 
crease of about 40 percent over last year. 

It is estimated that the receipts for November and 
December will be about 15,000 feet. 

Tanbark traffic is also on the decrease and receipts of 
tanbark at Milwaukee for the present season, while 
greater than those of last year by over 1,000 cords, are 
but one-half what they have been in former years. So 
far this season 14,772 cords of bark were unloaded at 
Milwaukee docks. About 500 more cords are expected 
before the season closes. 


This is a de- 


This decrease in the receipts 
of tanbark is largely due to the use of chemicals by 
tanners in the treatment of skins. In former years 
tanbark was relied upon by tanners to treat the fresh 
skins and prepare them for use by manufacturers, but 
the discovery a few years ago of a preparation made up 
entirely of chemicals, which cost no more than tanbark, 
cerved to cut down the demand for this product mate 
rially. 

The saw mill and camps of the John R. Davis Lumber 
Company at Phillips have closed. The planing mill and 
box factory will continue to operate. 

The new planing mill being erected for the Central 
Lumber Company at Waupaca is fast nearing comple 
tion. The flume is a novelty, being built of concrete 
and is believed to be the only one of its kind in the 
state. It is six feet four inches by eight feet in size. 

The Brooks & Ross Lumber Company at Wausau has 
opened the dam at its mill in order to give the hot water 
pond the annual cleaning from deadheads 
rubbish. 

All but one of the Oshkosh saw mills have closed for 
the winter. The Hollister, Amos & Co., Radford Bros. 
& Co. and Campbell & Cameron Company’s mills are 
through with the season’s cut of lumber. The 
Lumber Company’s mill is in partial operation. 

The Mendt Wagon Company at,;Stoughton has resumed 
operations after being closed for three weeks. Frank 
Tylor has resigned his position as purchasing agent for 
the company. 

The Wilbur Lumber Company has purchased five acres 
of land at West Allis, fronting on National avenue, to 
be used for the extension of its yards. 

The railroad rate commission at Madison has denied 
the petitions of two lumber companies for lower rates. 

The Nelson-Bery Lumber Company, of DeForest, com- 
plained that it was charged an excessive rate for the 
carrying of hard and soft wodd slabs from Dorchester 
to DeForest. The rate is the sum of the two local rates 
from Dorchester to DeForest, the haul being made by the 
Wisconsin Central and the Milwaukee road jointly. The 
rate thus made up $2.97 a cord and the company asked 
for a rate of $1.75 a cord on hardwood slabs and $1.25 
on soft slabs. 


and other 


Paine 





IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN. 


RHINELANDER, WIs., Nov. 25.—Trade is getting light- 
er and as manufacturers and jobbers are cleaning up 
their contract sales the shipments of stock are mrearly 
ended. Occasional inquiries are received for something 
of which the inquirer is especially in need, but these 
do not amount to much. Planing mills and saw mills 
are closing down on all sides. At this point only one 
saw mill is running, and that on a day run only, while 
every planing mill is closed. At Tomahawk both plan- 
ing mills are running but expect to shut down this week. 

A number of loggers and lumbermen met at the Mitch- 
ell hotel at Tomahawk today to decide whether it would 
be better to shut down logging entirely or to. agree on 
some regular rate of wages for the men and a specified 
time of paying. The custom for several years has been 
to pay off whenever a man asked for his money, which 
practice ha’ encouraged ‘‘jumping.’’? A prominent Wis- 
consin valley logger said he would adopt the plan of giv- 
ing the men time checks only, due the 15th of the fol- 
lowing month, for work done up to the end of the pre- 
ceding one, if they called for it, and also to men leaving 
camp or being ‘‘fired.’’ In case of men leaving with 
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less than twenty-six days to their credit a cut of 10 
percent would be made, no matter what wages the men 
were earning. Letters were read from most of the prom- 
inent firms of the valley and while no action was taken 
in the way of a vote the different men there said that 
beginning December 1 the wages in their camps would 
be $26 to $30 a month, time checks to be given as out- 
lined above and the bank deposits protected as much as 
possible by means of checks. 

This action has been forestalled in most localities by 
lumbermen, as few men are getting over $26 for common 
labor. Letters from others showed that in most locali- 
ties these wages were already in effect. Some loggers 
do not propose to pay even these wages if they can get 
men for less. One firm reported that it had cut the 
wages of 150 men, and only three left camp. 

With lower wages, more willing men, hay decreasing 
in price to, about $12 and provisions declining, there 
should be some hope that loggers will get their work 
done at a reasonable price this winter, One firm of 
loggers who had a camp operating last winter to average 
sixty men had 550 names on its lists in the course of 
the winter, so that its crew changed on an average every 
ten days. Of course some stayed longer than that and 
others only stayed over night. 

Lumbermen are retrenching on the amount of log 
input for this winter. Comparatively few will cut over 
50 percent of normal and many will not cut a log. The 
Stolle-Barndt Lumber Company, of Tripoli, is turning 
its attention to tie cutting instead of logging, as ties 
are worth 48 cents. Birch and maple ties are being 
bought this year by the Chicago and North-Western and 
are shipped to its creosoting plant at Hscanaba. 

Section men on the Wisconsin Central have had their 
time cut to’eight hours, at 14 cents an hour, or $1.12 a 
day, and most of them have quit work. The Soo road 
is paying $1.50 a day for ten hours. 

The Mason-Donaldson Lumber Company, of this city, 
reports having shipped 200 cars in November. It re- 
ports hemlock orders coming in at the rate of four or 
five cars a day. 

Mr. Lytle, of the H. C. Stone Lumber Company, 
Peoria, I1l., was in this city today looking for stock. 


MINNESOTA. 


Minneapolis Log Scale About Three-Fourths of 
Last Year’s—llovement for Forestry 
Station Near Cloquet. 








MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Nov. 27.—The figures for the 
season just closed, as made up by the surveyor general 
of logs and lumber for this district, are a good indica- 
tion of the reduced output at this city. They show, 
however, that mills down the river had almost as large 
a supply of logs this season as last. 

The Minneapolis scale from October 1 to November 
15, the close of the season, was 475,843 logs, scaling 
29,626,670 feet. During the same period last year 619,- 
559 logs were scaled, measuring 41,967,600 feet. The 
St. Paul seale was 199,949 logs, 18,456,950 feet, this 
season. Last year it was 177,042 logs, 17,561,190 feet. 
At Little Falls the scale was 75,239 logs, sealing 6,911,- 
780 feet. Last year it was 97,731 logs, 9,939,170 feet. 
These figures do not include sunken logs raised from 
the river, which for the whole season will amount to 
about 6,000,000 feet. This year 35,486 runaway logs, 
measuring 2,576,150 feet, were scaled down the river. 
The surveyor general has not made up the figures for 
strays and pickups, and they will swell the totals for 
St. Paul. 

The Minneapolis scale for the entire season was 2,334,- 
406 logs, or 165,713,200 feet. Last year it was 3,155,- 
210 logs, 230,191,580 feet. 

The St. Paul scale this year was 666,086 logs, 68,037,- 
950 feet, without counting runaways or strays. Last 
year, including these items, it was 743,152 logs, 74,772,- 
120 feet. 

The Little Falls scale this season was 421,663 logs, 
or 41,398,230 feet. Last year it was 419,422 logs, 
43,192,370 feet. 

The Crookston Lumber Company closed its mill at 
Bemidji, November 15, after operating from March 26 
without a shutdown. It was not even necessary to close 
for repairs, and no serious accidents oceurred. The 
plant employed nearly 600 men for the season. It has 
10,000,000 feet of logs on hand with which to begin 
sawing next spring, and will saw night and day next 
year. Logging operations this winter will be consider- 
ably curtailed. 

C. W. Croty, formerly of this city, located at San 
Francisco as sales agent for the Defiance Lumber Com- 
pany, of Tacoma, stopped in Minneapolis last week on 
his way to Tomah, Wis., to attend the funeral of Mrs. 
Croty’s father, G. A. Altenberg. 





AT THE HEAD OF THE LAKES. 


DututTu, MINN., Nov. 26.—The steamers! Bradley and 
Peshtigo cleared with lumber yesterday, and they are 
reported to be the last of the lumber fleet to leave this 
port this season. The Niko and Peterson are loading 
lumber at Two Harbors and will be the last of the lum- 
ber fleet to clear from there. Théy are loading Tower 
Lumber Company stock ‘for Edward Hines. Two Harbors 
is said to have shipped over 50,000,000 feet of lumber ‘this 
season, which is more than usual. The figures for lumber 
shipping for the season at the head of the lakes have not 
been compiled as yet. 

Three well known lumber boats in the Duluth have 
passed out of existence this season, the Cormorant, Lizzie 


Madden and the Monnohansett. They have been in this 
trade for years. 

Railroad lumber, that is lumber which is shipped to 
Duluth, Superior and Two Harbors from the interior, has 
been a big factor in furnishing cargoes this year and 
promises to be a bigger factor each year. 

United States Senator Clapp, of Minnesota, has prom- 
ised to introduce a bill and urge its passage to provide 
for an experimental farm and forestry station to be lo- 
cated near Cloquet. It is a good territory to work on, 
and it is believed that good results will be obtained. This 
territory once supported fine timber and since it was cut 
over has grown up to underbrush. Lumbermen agree to 
be of assistance in regard to this matter. A tract of 
1,000 acres is proposed for the experimental and forestry 
station. 





MANITOBA. 


Judicial Inquiry at Winnipeg Into Alleged Lumber 
Combine—Alberta Retail Lumber Dealers’ 
Association the Target. 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, Nov. 23.—The lumber dealers 
of Alberta are facing the prosecution which has been 
threatened for some time whereby the government of 
that province purposes to prove that there is a com- 
bination in restraint of trade. Chief Justice Sifton, 
of Alberta, is the presiding judge in the case which is 
progressing at the court house in Edmonton. The in- 
dictment, which was returned recently at the preliminary 
hearing, charges William Harold Clark, president of the 
Alberta Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association, and eleven 
other members of the executive committee jointly and 
separately and twelve charges are registered against 
each member, making 144 counts in all. As about forty 
witnesses are to be examined the hearing will probably 
last until Christmas, 

So far the evidence has been unimportant. Isaac 
Cockburn, of Winnipeg, who was secretary of the North- 
west Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association in 1901 and 
thereafter until 1905, was called to give evidence as to 
the constitution of the association, which was the only 
one in existence in the Canadian west at that time. It 
is claimed that the Alberta association was the upshot 
of the older organization, the western members desiring 
more local control. R. B. Bennett, of Calgary, who is 
representing the lumbermen, objected to the filing of a 
constitution dated 1901 on the ground that it could not 
be admitted as evidence of an offense charged in the 
indictment as having been committed in 1906 and 1907. 
The objection was overruled, however, it being shown 
that in previous prosecutions of this nature evidence 
had been admitted of acts previous to the actual pre- 
ferring of the specific charge. Mr. Bennett also accused 
Sidney B. Woods, deputy attorney general of Alberta, 
who is condueting the prosecution, of showing political 
partiality in that he intentionally avoided connecting 
the names of W. H. Cushing, W. T. Finlay and W. P. 
Puffer, the first two members of the cabinet and the last 
named a member of the legislature, with the case. Mr. 
Woods replied with some heat that he had passed over 
the clause in the minutes referring to these men as 
members of the first advisory board of the association 
on the ground that Mr. Clark, the aecused, was not men- 
tioned there and that it would not be evidence against 
him. 

It was shown that the Alberta association was organ- 
ized and came into existence September 26, 1904. Two 
weeks later a number of the members had resigned and 
a circular had then been sent out impressing on them 
the necessity of retaining their membership and selling 
only to honorary members. 

Mr. Woods endeavored to establish conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade from the evidenee of Isaac Cockburn 
and letters filed in the way of complaints from lumber 
agents, including A. J. Robertson, of Nanton; D. C. 
Gourlay, of Lacombe, and R. C. Thomas, of Regina, 
to the effect. that the number of dealers should be re- 
stricted. After the examination of Mr. Cockburn had 
been concluded A. M. Grogan, of Calgary, secretary of 
the Alberta association, was called. The early part of 
Mr. Grogan’s evidenee dealt with the burning of all 
documents in connection with the Alberta association 
early last spring after they had been returned from 
Ottawa, where they were used in the inquiry conducted 
by a committee of the dominion parliament. Mr. 
Grogan said that the reason for the destruction of the 
papers was that they had been knocked about the com- 
mittee rooms at Ottawa and that everyone knew their 
contents. Witness stated that the dealers in Alberta 
found the association a necessity because the Mountain 
mill owners would not sell to dealers unless they were 
members. 

The crown attempted through the evidence of R. C. 
Thomas and F. D. Brecker to show that the dealers of 
Alberta and ‘the owners of mills in the mountain dis- 
tricts got together in the formation of the association. 
The latter identified a report which he sent to Secretary 
Grogan of a meeting of millmen ‘held at Nelson, B.C. 
He also admitted the writing of a letter to the secretary 
asking the latter to withhold the price list from a man 
named Lackner because he did not wish him ‘to start in 
business. He also related that he had objected to the 
millmen selling direct to several” consumers whom he 
named, including Smith Bros. and Skeade & Wilson. 
Some of the millmen had ‘told him that they would dis- 
continue the ‘sales if they could ascertain that the com- 
plaints which he had made were well founded. 


Many of the Alberta men summohed as witnesses | 
from all over the province are objecting strongly to the’ 
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There is no other as soft 


as Shoppenagoms 


E are the exclusive ‘manu- 

facturers and by maintain- 

ing constantly a well assorted stock 

are in position to fill orders with 
little delay. Writetoday for prices. 


WE USE TELECODE. 
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Buyers of HEMLOCK 


who find it difficult ‘to anticipate -their 
future wants and are thereby handi- 
capped on rush orders should ‘note ‘that 
we operate continuously and our mills 


Run the Year Round 


enabling us to get out special bills with 
little delay. We -cut up to 44 feet in 
length. Also manufacture Hardwood 
Lumber and Lath. Mixed Care 
when desired. 


The Kneeland-Bigelow Co. 


BAY CITY, MICH. 





| We on Ship Mixed nie 


without unnecessary delay as we 
own and operate our own mills, and 
by earrying well assorted stocks can 
ship in addition to 


White Pine Lumber— 

Red Cedar Bevel Siding 
Dimension Shingles, Worked 
Mouldings, Maple Flooring 
and K. D. Frames. 


Prices on Requek. 


‘ E. B. Foss & Company; 
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The Great City of the 


New Orleans The Gateway of the Misslssipol, 
oe ERECT 


reat South, 
The Largest Cotton, Rice and Sugar Market in the World, 


THE MOST POPLAR WINTER RESORT IN AMERICA 
Continuous Horse Racing, Golf Links, Hunting and Fishing, Comfort, Health, 
Pleasure. 
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NEW ST. CHARLES HOTEL 


Modern, Fireproof, First-Class, Accommodating One Thou- 
sand Guests. Turkish, Russian, Roman, Electric and 
Plain Baths, Luxurious Sun Baths and Palm Garden. 


ANDREW R. BLAKELY & COMPANY, LIMITED., Props. 











Commonwealth Hotel 


CORNER BOWDOIN STREET 


Opposit State House BOSTON, MASS. 


This hotel is new and absolutely fire-proof; even 
fl stone, nothing wood but the 

ped with its own vacuum cleanin 
plant. Long-distance —- in every room. 
Strictly a temperance ho 

We offer you the following rates: Room with hot and cold 
water and free public bath. $1 and $1.50aday. Rooms with 
private bath $1.50 and $2a day. Will make a weekly rate for 
rooms with hot and cold water of $6 to $8; with private bath, 
$9 to $12. Suites of two rooms, with bath, $15 to $22. 








STORER F. CRAFTS, Manager. =; 
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The R. Laidlaw Lumber Co. 
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amount of time that they are losing from business on 
account of the trial. They claim that they will be out 
thousands of dollars and that at this season they should 
be at their offices attending to collections. 


- OLD DOMINION NOTES. 


Hardwood Stocks Being Freely Offered—Railroad 
Buying Shows Improvement—Heavy 
Shipments to the Canal Zone. 











BALTIMORE, Mp., Nov. 26.—C. E. Boyce, president of 
the Boyce Lumber Company, of Abingdon, Va., and 
Vice President C. E. Lloyd, of the same concern, were 
in Baltimore last week and visited the hardwood trade. 
They reported that more or less quiet prevailed, and that 
some stocks were being offered with considerable free- 
dom, among them being the common grades of plain 
oak and ash and other woods, while of the higher grades 
the stocks were rather light, with values firm. This was 
particularly the case relative to poplar, which was hold- 
ing its own well, and in which something like a scarcity 
was found to prevail. 

H. L. Bonham, the well known hardwood manufac- 
turer at Chilhowie, Va., was in town last week and 
stated that money is tight and trade in the main quiet. 





FROM THE OLD DOMINION. 

NorFoLk, VA., Nov. 25.—A moderate volume of quick 
shipment orders is being placed, which is giving the 
North Carolina pine mills a fair amount of business 
because of their proximity to the large northern mar- 
kets. Reports received in this city are to the effect that 
buying in the large consuming centers is close. Deal- 
ers seem willing to place orders for delivery six months 
or a year hence, showing that they have confidence in 
the future. 

An accident involving the loss of six lives occurred 
at the Gilmerton plant of the John L. Roper Lumber 
Company last week when the boiler adjoining one of 
the planing mills exploded. The damage to the mill 
eannot be estimated, but the boiler and boiler room 
were completely demolished, and the planing mill was 
badly damaged. 

The report of shipments compiled from reports from 
thirty-one of the largest mills in the North Carolina 
Pine Association indicates that the mills are cutting 
their output down to the actual amount of their ship- 
ments, so that no stock will be accumulated. This action 
is in line with the curtailment move in all manufactur- 
ing sections. In many cases where mills have no orders 
they have closed down altogether. The report shows 
that the total eut for October was 36,810,053 feet and 
the total shipments 35,648,453 feet, leaving a total 
accumulation for the thirty-one mills of 1,161,600, or 
36,825 feet for each mill. 

Ferd Brenner, president of the Ferd Brenner Lumber 
Company, of this city, large hardwood dealer and ex- 
porter, arrived in Norfolk yesterday after a _ three 
months’ trip through Europe. He was accompanied by 
his son, Harry J. Brenner, and the treasurer of the 
company, L. G. Banning. While in Europe Mr. Brenner 
visited all the principal cities in Germany, Holland, Bel- 
gium, France, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Great 
Britain. He reports condition in foreign lumber trade 
similar to those existing in America. Buyers refrain 
from buying, anticipating a further decline in prices. 

8S. R. Miller, of Christiana, Norway, was in this city 
last week looking after the purchase of hardwoods. Mr. 
Miller recently established a hardwood business for him- 
self in Norway and while in America will only make a 
flying trip to New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Norfolk. 

Vincent B. Coates, representing the Manyfacturing 
Lumbermen’s Underwriters, of Kansas City, Mo., is 
in this city for a few days on his regular semi-annual 
trip through this section. Mr. Coates came to this sec- 
tion from West Virginia, where he reports that a major- 
ity of the hardwood mills have closed down, owing to 
the inactivity of the trade. 

L. L. Merritt, land and industrial agent of the Norfolk 
& Southern Railroad Company, is in New York. Mr. 
Merritt is personally interested in several lumber pro- 
jects. 

W. L. Rice, of T. B. Rice & Son, wholesale lumber 
dealers of Philadelphia, Pa., visited this city today. 
Mr. Rice is pleasantly remembered by Norfolk lumber- 
men owing to the speech delivered by him at the annual 
banquet of the North Carolina Pine Association last 
March, on which occasion he represented the Philadel- 
phia Lumber Exchange. 

It is reported from Abingéon, Va., that the Westmore- 
land Lumber Company, of which C. Boice is president, 
has bought the saw mill and timber holdings of the 
Charleston Lumber Company, of Wiggins, 8. C. 

Harvey M. Dickson, president of the Dickson Lumber 
Company, has returned from a trip to Philadelphia, Pa., 
where he went to attend the conference of the Inland 
Waterways Commission. Mr. Dickson was appointed a 
member of the commission by the government, and also 
represented the business organizations of this city. 

The Alfred B. Cramer Company, of Suffolk, Va., has 
just completed a shed holding 500,000 feet of lumber 
and five dry kilns. 

Mr. Turnbull, a lumberman of Minneapolis, Minn., 
and father of A. R. Turnbull, of the Rowland Lumber 
Company,, of this city, accompanied by Mrs. Turnbull 
and, Miss Turnbull, was in this city last week. 

At Holdsworth Siding, the Camp Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Franklin, this state, is about to install a steam 
skidding and loading plant, manufactured by the Rus- 


sel Wheel & Foundry Company, of Detroit, Mich. The 
machine is equipped as a 2-line skidder, with a separate 
loading engine, and by its aid the Camp Company ex- 
pects to eliminate, to a large extent, the use of animals 
in the handling of its woods. 





SOUTHEASTERN COASTWISE TRADE. 

SAVANNAH, GA., Nov. 26.—Orders were slightly more 
in evidence last week. The bulk of them were for rail- 
road requirements, principally for the Erie railroad. 

The announcement came from Pensacola, Fla., last 
week that nine-tenths of the saw mills in that district 
had been shut down because of lack of demand. The 
more important saw mills are still running, but with re- 
duced forces and a corresponding decrease in wages of 
10 to 20 percent. 

Most of the mills in this district are also on short time. 
One prominent lumberman said that his payroll had been 
reduced from $650 a month to $250. 

A. J. Gothe, of Clyo, was in this city a few days ago. 
He will soon construct a tram road from his mill to 
Clyo, a distance of five miles. He will also install a dry 
kiln and engage extensively in the manufacture of 
boards. 

L. G. Leonard, connected with the McGowan Lumber 
Company, of New Yory city, was among the prominent 
visitors to Savannah since the last report. He was the 
guest of J. E. MeMillan, of the Tarver-MeMillan Lum 
ber Company. Mr. Leonard said that general business 
conditions in the metropolis were quiet. 

Among other visitors were: R. B. Parker, Claxton; 
A. L. Nease, Marlowe; B. B. Gray, Pinebloom; L. W. 
Youmans, Fairfax, 8. C.; O. P. Daniels, Belleville; E. E. 
Foye, Egypt; J. J. Dormany, of Dormany-Price Lumber 
Company, Broxton, and J. A. Cosey, Ailey. 

A. L. Nease, who operates a mill at Marlowe, was in 
this city a few days ago. He has just erected a 50,000 
capacity saw mill at Blanford, on the Brinson railway. 
He will not begin operations until some improvement 
oceurs in the general lumber market. 

The exports since the last report were: 

Steamship Lezington, Baltimore, 90,247 feet. 

Steamship Berkshire, Philadelphia, 104,209 feet. 

Steamship Cretan, Baltimore, 59,000 feet. 

Steamship Savannah, New Yerk, 239,299 feet. 

Steamship Macon, Boston, 240,937 feet. 

Steamship Chatham, Baltimore, 29,363 feet. 

Steamship Kansas City, New York, 118,129 feet. 

Steamship Frederick, Philadelphia, 85,092 feet. 

Steamship /tasca, Baltimore, 13,141 feet. 

Steamship Chattahoochee, .Boston, 182,625 feet. 

Steamship Atlanta, New York, 225,228 feet. 
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IN NORTHEASTERN FLORIDA. 

JACKSONVILLE, FLA., Nov. 23.—The contract made by 
the Gillespie Lumber Company, of Pittsburg, Pa., ond 
the Lee Ensign Lumber Company, of this city, with 
the Panama Canal Commission in September for 
11,000,000 feet of lumber for the Panama canal is being 
filled mostly by the latter company. The Gillespie Com- 
pany was to furnish its quota in Douglas fir and the 
Ensign Company in yellow pine. Only about 2,000,000 
feet of the former will be used and 9,000,000 feet of 
the latter, which will be shipped from Jacksonville, 
Brunswick and Fernandina. The steamship Nith has 
been chartered to take out a eargo from Fernandina 
and will begin loading Monday. ‘This cargo will con- 
sist of flooring, ceiling, siding, scantling, boards and 
planks. 

Railroads are giving the mills some business, which is 
almost the entire prospect for this week. 

A number of the larger mills may shut down soon. 
The Bradford Lumber Company has cut most of the 
lumber about Lawtey, where it is located, and will shut 
down within a week or two. The plant may be moved 
to this city. The Island saw mill, of this city, has shut 
down. 

Shipments of lumber since last report were: 

November 17—-Arrived, schooners Zaccheus Sherman, Jen 
nie E. Righter, Charles F. Hirsch, Roberts & Russell, Mollie 
8S. Look and Georye May, with assorted cargoes, to load 
with lumber. Sailed, loaded with lumber, steamship Arapa- 
hoe, New York; Bluefields, Philadelphia; schooners Thomas 
Winsmere and Joel Cook, New York. 

November 18—Arrived, steamships Comanche and Huron. 
Sailed, schooner Sylvia CO. Hall, Philadelphia, with lumber. 

November 19—Arrived, schooner Jivira_ Ball. Sailed, 
steamships Huron and Comanche, New York; schooners D. 
Howard Spear, for Portland, and Mary Bradford Pierce, for 
New York. 

November 21—-Arrived, steamship Katahdin. Sailed, steam- 
ship Ossabaw, New York, with lumber, naval stores and 
ties; schooner D. HE. Brown, New York, with 405,000 feet 
lumber. 

November 22—Arrived, ‘steamship Troquois. 


Sailed, steam- 
ship Katahdin, for New York. 





ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES. 


‘‘The Electric Locomotive in Heavy Passenger and 
Freight Work’’ is the title of Bulletin No. 4537 re- 
cently issued by the General Electric Company, Sche- 
nectady, N. Y., in which are described a large number 
of present and prospective representative types of 
electric locomotives built by that company. Sketches 
are given of locomotives ranging from 17 to 150 tons, 
for all classes of service including mining, high speed 
‘passenger, slow speed freight, mountain grade trunk 
lines ete. Electrical and mechanical data are given 
and characteristic curves for each locomotive shown. 
A short preface briefly describes the reasons for the 
growing demand of electric traction, and gives inter- 
esting facts regarding the construction and ¢haracter- 
istics of the General Electric heavy traction motors 
and locomotivés, with figures relative to the saving 
effected by the substitution of electric for steam trac- 
tion in both passenger and freight work. Bound in a 
flexible brown cover, the publication forms a ready 
reference book on the subject. 
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IN THE CENTRAL SOUTH. 


Matters of Moment Among the Lumbering Con- 
cerns of Mississippi and Alabama—Strong 
Sentiment for Curtailment. 





HarriespurG, Miss., Nov. 25.—Manufacturers and 
wholesalers report that they are receiving about the same 
number of inquiries as during the last six weeks. Few 
old orders are being canceled. For a time many can- 
celations were received and the prospect for retaining 
the old orders for material which had been placed at 
very good prices was meager indeed. At present mill- 
men are receiving very few orders for any class of 
material, and conditions generally are about as quiet as 
they have ever been in this part of the south. Operators 
are receiving about as many cars as they need; this abil- 
ity on the part of the railroad to supply empties having 
been greatly augmented by the reduction in production 
at the various plants. The mills of this state are prob- 
ably not making over 40 percent of their normal output, 
and as a consequence the requisitions for empty cars 
are very much fewer than under normal circumstances. 

A meeting of the Mississippi Pine Association is to 
be held in this city Wednesday the 27th, call having 
been issued by Secretary Ewing A. Walker. A large 
attendance is expected and many matters of importance 
will be passed upon. 

During the last few weeks several failures have been 
reported in Mississippi. The J. E. North Lumber Com- 
pany, of Bond, and the Camp & Hinton Company, of 
Lumberton, two of the largest concerns of the south, 
have both been placed in the hands ox receivers. C, W. 
Robinson and the Hibernia bank, of New Orleans, are 
receivers for the last mentioned. A recent dispatch from 
Gulfport states that the creditors and directors of the 
W. Denny Company, of Moss Point, this state, held a 
meeting behind closed doors on the 16th. It is reported 
that this company is perfectly solvent, having a paid up 
capital of $1,000,000 and liabilities of but $600,000, 
but owing to the financial stringency it is having the 
greatest difficulty in meeting its obligations and may 
be subjected to treatment similar to that in the cases of 
the Camp & Hinton Company and the J. E. North Lum- 
ber Company. Every effort is being made, the above 
dispatch states, to hold the creditors off until conditions 
improve. The Denny company is one of the oldest 
and largest in this state. It deals in export material 
almost exclusively. Its timber holdings in the south- 
eastern part of this state, bordering on Pascagoula 
river, are extremely extensive. 

The Panama canal commission is placing, through 
their New Orleans agent, S. E. Redfern, an order ag- 
gregating 6,000,000 feet, various grades and sizes and to 
be either longleaf yellow pine or Douglas fir. A good 
percentage of this order has already been place, some 
of it having been given to the Southern Saw Mill Com- 
pany, of New Orleans. ; 

The Conner Lumber Company, of Seminary, Miss., has 
shut down its plant indefinitely. 

President Goodyear, of the New Orleans & Great 
Northern railroad, recently stated in an interview that 
his line will not, for the present, be run north of Jack- 
son, this state. This is taken as being due to the 
condition of the money market and the scarcity of cur- 
reney. Ultimately the road will continue north, At 
present the Goodyear line is in operation as far north 
as Columbia, Miss., on Pearl river and all grading work 
has been done for a long distance beyond that point. 
Considerable steel has been laid beyond the present 
operating terminus. ; 

Papers of incorporation have been drawn up for the 
Progress Lumber Company, same having a capital stock 
of $20,000, all paid in. The incorporators and officers 
are: J. R. Flint, of Pittsburg, Pa., president; J. C. 
Tompkins, Hattiesburg, vice president; C. H. Ambrecht, 
Hattiesburg, secretary, and C. E. Bellamy, general man- 
ager. The company’s mill, which has a capacity of 
40,000 feet a day, will be operated at Stoner, Miss., a 
small town on the Gulf & Ship Island railway near 
Columbia, Miss. The Ambrecht-Tompkins Lumber Com- 
pany, of this city, will act as sales agents. Mr. Flint, 
president, is the head of the large wholesale firm of 
Pittsburg known as Flint, Erving & Stoner. Mr. Tomp- 
kins, formerly local purchasing agent for Flint, Erving 
& Stone, and Mr. Ambrecht, who at one time was with 
the Mississippi Lumber Company, of Quitman, Ga., con- 
stitute the Ambrecht-Tompkins Lumber Company, of 
this city. ‘ 

The Southern Ice Company was recently incorporated 
in this city with a capital stock of $50,000. Subsequent 
to the organization and prior to the erection of any 
plant for the production of artificial ice this new cor- 
poration has bought the planing mill heretofore operated 
by the Hattiesburg Lumber Company. The purchase 
price is said to have been $7,000. The plant has been in 
operation for several years, but is in first class con- 
dition and has a good patronage. The Hattiesburg Lum- 
ber Company did a large custom dressing business. __ 

The Wausau Lumber Company recently made public 
the location of the site upon which their large new mill 
will be erected. It will be recalled that this Wis- 
consin concern considered for a long time the erection 
of a new plant in Hattiesburg, but that project was 
ultimately abandoned for several reasons. | Finally 
Laurel was chosen and work will be begun at once. The 
plant, which will be one of the largest in the south, will 
be erected about a mile south of that city. 

Despite the unsatisfactory condition of the lumber 
market and the state of inertia into which it seems to 
have sunken the exports from the Mississippi gulf points 


. Ship Island Lumber Company, Danford; J. Bubb, 


have held up well. The harbor master at Gulfport has 
issued his report for October, showing that during that 
month seventeen ships were there loaded with lumber 
containing a total of 20,503,000 feet. The Gulfport har- 
bor has handled during the first ten months of 1907 a 
total of 252,826,000 feet against 293,125,000 feet for 
the entire year of 1906, showing conclusively that the 
1907 shipments will equal or exceed those for the preced- 
ing year. 

Lumbermen of this section are watching with much in- 
terest the fight which is soon to be waged in the courts 
by the state’s attorney general, Mr. Fletcher, against 
the Mississippi-Louisiana Retail Lumber Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation. It will be remembered that at the recent meet- 
ing of that organization in New Orleans a resolution was 
passed requesting the attorney general to file suit for 
the purpose of settling for all time the violation of 
antitrust laws. 

Among the lumbermen in the city during the last week 
were the following: J. F. Wilder, Epps; F. E. Park, 
Mason Lumber Company, Gandsi; T. L. O’Donnell, 


Eureka Lumber Company, Estabuchie; J. R. Bradford, 
Wingate; H. W. Woodruff, jr., Southern Creosoting 
Company, Slidell, La.; L. Conner, Conner Lumber Com- 
pany, Seminary. 





MATTERS AT MOBILE. 

MosiLE, ALA., Nov. 24.—A big transfer of lumber 
property was recorded in the probate court in this city 
last week when a deed signed by E. 8S. Templeton, presi- 
dent, and Charles Anderson, secretary of the Creola 
Lumber Company, of Creola, Ala., was filed. This deed 
transfers to H. H. Wheless all of the company’s hold- 
ings, consisting of the timber privileges on large tracts 
of land located in Mobile county, all mill apparatus, 
lumber tramroads and rolling stock. The consideration 
named is $80,000, of which $10,000 is paid down, and 
the deferred payments will be made at the rate of 
$4,000 monthly. The deed stipulates that Mr. Wheless 
pay a certain sum a thousand feet of lumber for all 
over 1,000,000 feet removed each month. The pur- 
chaser is allowed seven years to remove the timber 
from most of the lands on which the timber privileges 
have been granted. On certain tracts named in the 
deed ten years are allowed for clearing the land. After 
ten years the purchaser is to pay 25 cents an acre 
as yearly rental for the portion of land which ‘is not 
divested of timber at that time. This is one of the 
greatest stumpage contracts which have been closed in 
the Gulf district in some time. Mr. Wheless is the 
purchaser of the Ladd timber lands, about 10,600 acres, 
twenty-one miles north of this city in Mobile county, 
for which he gave $375,000. 

One of the largest exporters to Cuba says he has 
been in business since he was 19 years old and this 
season is the worst he has seen, 

Probably 75 percent of the small mills in this district 
are shut down. Many of the big mills are running on 
reduced time. . 





GULF COAST EXPORTERS IN SESSION. 


MosILE, ALA., Nov. 24.—The regular monthly meet- 
ing of the Gulf Coast Lumber Exporters’ Association 
was held in this city on November 21 in the rooms of 
the Chamber of Commerce, Maritime Association & 
Shippers’ Exchange, with President Robert Hunter, of 
this city, in the chair. ° 

The meeting was called to order at 3 p. m. and con- 
tinued for three hours, during which time many topics 
of the trade were discussed, but no action was taken. 

The committee on classification reported that it had 
completed its recommendations on sawn timber, and 
that these were ready for adoption but that the classi- 
fications of lumber were not in shape. After a thor- 
ough discussion of the matter the committee was re- 
quested to hold a meeting of the local organizations in 
each port and to report to the president not later than 
December 10. If this action gives successful considera- 
tion to the classifications the entire committee will be 
called together at some convenient place for a confer- 
ence on December 16. 

By unanimous vote the motion to change article 7 
of the constitution in order to give the manufacturers 
one officer on the executive board of the association 
was adopted. This action, it is believed, will result in 
closer mutual understanding between exporters and 
manufacturers. 

Those present at the meeting were: 

Mobile—Robert Hunter, president; J. B. Thurley, secre- 
tary; Bay City Lumber Company; Hunter, Benn & Co.; 
H.'G. G. Donald & Co.; K. Carter, jr. 

Gulfport, Miss.—Syfan & Janssen; West India Lumber 
Company; George Tarleton & Co.; McInnis Bros. Lumber 
Company; 8S. E. Naylor; Thayer Export Lumber Company ; 
HoJmes & Herrick Lumber Company. 

sumberton, Miss,—Camp & Hinton Lumber Company. 

New Orleans, La.—Gomila-Demack Lumber Company. 

Pensacola, Fla.—Pensacola Lumber Company; Scotch 
Lumber Company; Rix M. Robinson; W. L. Wittich & Co.; 
H. Baars & Co.; Rosasco Bros.; Smith & Porter; Southern 
States Lumber Company. 

The next meeting of the association will be held in 
New Orleans January 3. 

AAAI A 
BIDS FOR NAVAL SUPPLIES OPENED. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Nov. 25.—The following bids for 
supplies have been opened by the navy department: 

35,000 feet Oregon pine, Mare'island—A. §S. Carmen, 
Selby, Cal., $689.50; G. Elias & Bro., Buffalo, N. Y¥. 
$962.50; W. D. Gili & Son, Baltimore, Md., $960.75; Van- 
arsdale-Harris Lumber Com any, San Francisco, $805. 

19,000 feet rough fir lumber, Puget sound—€olvin- 
Cheatham Company, Seattle, Wash., $285; A. §S. Carmen, 
$366; G. Elias & Bro., $361; W. D. Gill & Son, $521.55: 
Moran Company, Seattle, Wash., informal; Port Orchard 
Lumber & Transportation Company, $285; St. Paul & Ta- 


coma Lumber Company, $342; Tacoma Mill Compan y, Ta- 
coma, Wash., $380. — - 

















EASTERN WHOLESALERS. 














Frank A. Arend & Co. 


WHOLESALE 

LONGLEAF 
and 

SHORTLEAF 


YELLOW PINE. 


We Want to Buy 
FLOORING, CEILINC AND FINISH. 





390 Albany St., BOSTON, MASS. 
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B. H. WHITNEY, 


LUMBER BROKER 
Toledo, Ohio, 


Offers you his services to buy or sell; adjust dis- 
puted accounts; handle cars in transit. 











HOME PHONE 726. 








401 ST. CLAIR BLDG. 
J 








C.W. MANNING 
Wholesale Lumber 





Veneers and Panels 





66 Broad Street NEW YORK 





The R. T. Jones Lumber Co. 


NORTH TONAWANDA, N. Y. 


Wholesale WHITE PINE LUMBER 


We are conveniently located to make quick delivery to 
all Eastern points. Our stock is large and complete, Send 
us you inquiries and orders, 
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‘YELLOW PINE) 


Flooring and Bill Stuff. 


North Carolina Pine, Cypress, White Pine and Hardwoods, 


a B. HALLOWELL & agg 

















HARRISON BUILDING, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 













Our descriptive Booklet... 


write the postal card giv- 
, “ing us your address? We 


‘ Free tells, you all about the, sean en wi 
BOOKS THAT WILL SAVE You mowers, Ay 
vw. ee: Free 


A minute of your timif to 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 315 Dedtborn St., Chicago. 
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We Want 
To Show You 


some of the advantages to be 
gained in dealing direct with 
the manufacturer and particu- 
larly with the original and 
largest manufacturer of 


WEST VIRGINIA 


SPRUCE 


We make a specialty of Hemlock and Spruce Boards 
all grades, rough or dressed. Do not forget to come 
to headquarters for West Virginia Spruce and West 
Virginia Hemlock. 


Wim. Whitmer & Sons, Inc. 


a 517 and 518 Empire Bldg., PITTSBURG, PA. 
























[can Ship at Once 


8 Cars, 1x4” No. 3 Common White Pine. 
| aa ot SS Ae = * 
4 “ 4x4” No. 1,2& 3-8 & 10” W. Pine Fig. 


FOREST LUMBER COMPANY, 
PITTSBURG, PA. 














DAILY CAPACITY 50,000 FEET. 


POPLAR, CHESTNUT, OAK, 


Oak Timbers a Specialty. Cross Ties and Telegraph 
Poles, White and Yellow Pine and Oregon Fir. 


It will pay you to write us, 


CHEAT RIVER LUMBER CO., P™x7"* 


Mills at POINT MARION, PA. 

















NORTH CAROLINA PINE. 


WHITE PINE, POPLAR, HEMLOCK 
and SPRUCE, LATH and SHINGLES. 


Our Stocks are complete and can give prompt service. 


Willson Bros. Lumber Co. 


PITTSBURG, PA. 
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‘White Pine Lumber 


fh We have fine dry stocks at DULUTH and 
TOLEDO. Can ship quickly from either yard. 
Send us your orders. 


THE EMPIRE. LUMBER COMPANY, 
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| DULUTH. TOLEDO. PITTSBURG. 














WITH THE TENNESSEE HARDWOOD TRADE. 





Mills Handicapped by Unfavorable Weather—Car Situation Improves— Farmers Interested In 
Forest Preservation—Prominent Lumberman’ Nominated to Congress. 
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WITH THE MEMPHIS TRADE. 

MempPuHis, TENN., Nov. 25.—Weather conditions 
throughout this territory during the last week have 
been unfavorable for production of hardwood lumber 
and this has handicapped those mills which have been 
able to make financial arrangements to go ahead with 
their work. The rainfall between this city and Little Lock 
averaged from four to six inches, and this has inter- 
fered materially with getting out timber and transport- 
ing it to the mills. Several instances are reported dur- 
ing the last few days where mills which have been run- 
ning steadily have been forced to suspend operations 
temporarily because of unsatisfactory weather. 

The car situation in this section contimues to im- 
prove, and more cars are available for use in handling 
lumber than at any time this season. Complaints are 
received from some portions of Mississippi and prac- 
tically all of Arkansas regarding the poor service offered 
by the railroad companies. The situation has been so 
bad in the latter state that numerous appeals were 
filed with the railroad commission in the hope that relief 
may be furnished. 

George R. Christie, of the Union Lumber & Manufac- 
turing Company, is authority for the statement that 
practically all of the stock, $20,000, has been sub- 
scribed and that all plans outlined by the company 
are being rapidly worked out. This company is backed 
by union men and will engage in the manufacture and 
sale of all kinds of building material. 

The Merchants’ Exchange has appointed delegates 
to attend the meeting of the National Rivers & Har- 
bors Congress, in Washington, D. C., December 4, 5 
and 6. It has also instructed the Tennessee delegates 
in Congress to support any measure adopted by this 
meeting. President Burgess will appoint delegates to 
this meeting from the Lumbermen’s Club of Memphis. 
A number of other business organizations in this city 
and at other points in the Memphis territory will take 
similar action. This means that the south will be 
exceptionally well represented. 

The firm ot R. J. Darnell, Incorporated, is tearing 
down its.old band mill in New South Memphis and 
will have its new double band mill ready to operate in 
about three weeks. The company is installing six veneer 
mills which will also be ready to run in a compara- 
tively short time. 

The Darnell-Love Lumber Company, which is affiliated 
with R. J. Darnell, Incorporated, is running its band 
mill at Leland, Miss., and will continue as long as it 
is able to secure enough currency to meet its pay roll. 
It is one of the few mills operating in that section. 

Dispatches announce that the Ozan Lumber Company 
will reduce wages of all its employees 20 percent De- 
cember 1. The company’s headquarters are at Prescott, 
Ark. 





THE CUMBERLAND RIVER DISTRICT. 
NASHVILLE, TENN., Nov. 26.—While the financial 
situation has had its effect on the local lumber market 
local dealers take an optimistic view of the situation. 
Not a single embarrassment in Nashville lumber circles 
has resulted from the stringency and none are threat- 


ened. A few are altering their plans because of condi- 
tions. It is thought that a larger percentage of the local 


plants are being operated than at any other lumber 
point in the country. Practically all mills in this city 
are in operation. Some of them will probably be shut 
down soon because they will have cut up the supply of 
logs in the Cumberland river. Some rafts are en route 
from the up river sections, but these will bring about 
the last of the supply by water before the spring season 
opens. 

Pthe large number of shipping orders held back last 
week was a feature of the situation. A fairly good num- 
ber of orders has been received recently, but in several 
cases the buyers requested that shipments be held back 
indefinitely. 

Nearly all local yards are from 25 to 40 percent short 
on stocks as compared with the same date last year. 
Heavy shipments of the summer months and regular 
shipments which have been going out until recently have 
kept the. stocks down and local yards are not crowded. 

Some dealers estimate that a 75 percent reduction in 
the output has been made. The stocks on hand are con- 
siderably less than at this time last year. A number 
of hardwood items are in continued demand, notably 
quartered oak and the upper grades of poplar. These 
will bring full prices if they are asked. 

Local furniture manufacturers enjoy good business 
and reports are to the effect that they have noticed little 
falling off along their particular. lines. 

The retail trade has not suffered from the condition 
of finances. Box factories and planing mills are doing 
well. 

The Yokely Spoke & Handle Factory, at Lynnville, 
has closed down because of the financial conditions and 
many hands have been thrown out of employment. A 
resumption of operations.soon is hoped for. 

Reports from the phosphate mining section of middle 
Tennessee indicate a great improvement in the car short- 
age situation, 
foreed to temporarily suspend operations because of 
their inability to secure cars for the shipment of. their 
products. The mine companies have what cars they 
want and are operating as usual, Conditions as to cars 
are also satisfactory at the Tennessee state coal mines 


Many phosphate mines were recently” 


in the eastern section of the state, where plenty of cars 
are being furnished to haul the full output of the mines. 
The farmers of middle Tennessee are taking an in- 
terest in the subject of forest preservation. The Middle 
Tennessee Farmers’ Institute will meet in this. city 
December 4, 5 and 6, and this subject will probably be 
brought up for action. The farmers of Dickson county 
are becoming aroused over a realization of the fact that 
unless something is done to protect the timber interests 
of that county little building material will be left. in 
that section in two years at most. Farmers find it diffi- 
cult to secure enough fencing to surround their farms. 





IN NORTHEASTERN TENNESSEE. 

Bristo., TENN., Nov. 27.—The lumber industry in this 
city and section has probably been as little affected by 
the monty stringency as in any other part of the south. 
Only one or two mills have been forced to close down on 
this account and the lumber trade is holding up sur- 
prisingly well. Values are remarkably firm in view of 
conditions, and though the demand is not as good as 
formerly, a considerable volume of stock is moving. 

Over $1,000,000 in gold has been engaged by manufac- 
turing concerns in this section since the currency famine 
begun, and laborers continue to receive their pay in cash. 

George E. Davis, of George E. Davis & Co., left this 
week for an important business trip to Philadelphia and 
other points in the east. 

The Manning Lumber Company, which recently bought 
a large area of timber land on Powell’s river, in Dicken- 
son county, Virginia, is preparing to install several cir- 
cular mills and will begin the development of the prop- 
erty as rapidly as possible. 

Dwight D. Hartlove, a well known hardwood buyer of 
Baltimore, was in this city this week calling on local 
dealers. Mr. Hartlove was returning from a trip through 
east Tennessee and southwest Virginia, where he was 
buying stock. He reports that values do not seem to 
have been disturbed by adverse financial conditions. 

The plant of William T. Uptegrove & Co., at Johnson 
City, and that of the American Cigar Box Company, a 
subsidiary corporation, are still in operation, notwith- 
standing the company’s financial embarrassment in New 
York. 

H. M. Hoskins, of the H. M. Hoskins Lumber Com- 
pany, returned this week from a ten days’ visit in the 
east in the interest of his company. Mr. Hoskins says 
that while conditions are not what they might be he 
thinks that business will soon resume its former status. 

George L. Carter, of this city, head of ‘the Kingsport 
Lumber Company, and a well known capitalist and rail- 
road promoter, has returned from McDowell county 
West Virginia, where he has been looking over the mills 
and properties of his company. Mr. Carter owns exten- 
sive coal mining interests in that section, 

Bascom Slemp, son of the late Congressman Campbell 
Slemp, whose death occurred last month, was nominated 
a few days ago by the republican convention at Gate 
City to succeed his father in Congress. Mr. Slemp is a 
prominent lumber manufacturer and timber owner of 
southwest Virginia and eastern Kentucky. The district 
is the only one in the state belonging to the republicans. 
The democrats met in this city esterday and refused 
to nominate a candidate against him. ; 

The Dare Lumber Company, which was organized some 
Weeks ago at Elizabeth City, N. C., is preparing to 
spend $350,000 in the erection of electric power saw 
mills. A tract of 180,000 acres of timber land was re- 
cently bought by the company. The new mills will have 
a daily capacity of over 200,000 feet. 

The car situation in this section is slightly improved. 





IN THE SHADOW OF OLD LOOKOUT. 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Nov. 25.—The financial trouble 
has played havoc with prices in yellow pine and some 
classes of building material in this city. One yellow 
pine firm reports that car sills have dropped in price 
from $20 to $10 a thousand. Prices in the hardwood 
line hold up well. Hardwood producers and dealers 
think that early next spring a famine in dry stocks 
will oceur and that prices will be higher than they have 
been for years. : 

Fred Arn, of the J. M. Card Lumber Company, one 
of the largest hardwood concerns in the south, looks for 
a reduction in the output next spring of between 50 
and 60 percent, which will result in a famine of dry 
stocks. This he says will result in an increase of prices. 
Hardwoods are not in general demand among local hard- 
wood dealers, but inquiries ‘‘to fill in’’ are received 
daily. 

_ The demand for building material is good sinee bnuild- 
ing operations have not begn effected by the financial 
disturbance. te 


KENTUCKY HARDWOOD NOTES. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Mov. 26.—The brightest thing in 
the lumber situation is its prospects. Considerable. ac- 
tivity in real estatéis in evidence, seemingly as a result 
of the panicky condition of the financial world. Many 
have taken out savings deposits and invested them in 
real estate, which, together with prospects of building 
for less money than during the last two years, gives a 
decided air of encouragement to building operations. 

Leo Parsons, of the Parsons- Willis Lumber Company, 
formerly located here, but who moved his headquarters 
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to his mill at Rushton, Alg., last spring, was in this city 
this week. He said the company had been getting along 
very nicely until the money scare came and orders be- 
“ame scarce. Since then the company has been cur- 
tailing operations and running just enough to keep its 
crew together and its equipment in good shape. It has 
enjoyed a good trade for most of this year and has no 
cause for complaint. 

E. E. Cain, of the King Lumber Company, Prentice, 
Ala., was among recent visitors in this city. His com- 
pany has closed down temporarily. It has enough lumber 
on hand to take care of most of its current business and 
will resume operations in the mill as soon as conditions 
justify doing so. A number of millmen around Prentice 
are closing down and Mr. Cain thinks the lumber market 
next spring will be splendid. 

The Russel Wheel & Foundry Company, of Detroit, 
Mich., has installed a skidding plant of the Russel make 
in the hardwood and hemlock timber of the Laurel Man- 
ufacturing Company, of Fenwick, W. Va. This is de- 
signed especially for handling mountain timber and is 
expected to simplify the Laurel Company’s logging, in- 
cidentally eliminating the use of horses in the woods. 





IN NORTHEASTERN KENTUCKY. 


ASHLAND, Ky., Nov. 27.—Business continues dull in 
lumber circles, but dealers are hopeful of better times 
with the opening of the new year. Practically all mills 
are shut down. The Vansant, Kitchen mill closed 
Friday. What lumber is being sold is at good prices, 
and dealers are not inclined to lower prices. 

Local Carpenters’ Union No. 3, of Huntington, W. 
Va., met at its lodge room Tuesday evening, November 
26, for a banquet, which was attended by many of the 
leading contractors and business men of that city. A 
number of addresses were made and a generally good 
time was enjoyed. 

Edgar Chapman, bookkeeper for the Keys-Fannin 
Lumber Company, is in this city from Herndon, W. Va., 
and will remain with his parents until after Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

Miss Hazel Dawkins, daughter of W. H. Dawkins, 
who is a pupil at La Saile Seminary, Boston, will spend 
the Thanksgiving vacation with friends in New York. 

Joseph Keys, of the Keys-Fannin Lumber Company, 
was a recent visitor from Herndon, W. Va. 

James Hatcher, of Pikeville, has 3,500 saw logs in 
Big Sandy river, at the mouth of Grasey, ready for the 
first rise. 

The plant of the Kenova Saw Mill Company has 
been closed for a few days undergoing repairs. This 
company reports excellent business and plenty of work 
ahead. 

W. E. Tripp, the big cross tie dealer, of South Web- 
ster, Ohio, has closed a deal with the Baltimore & Ohio 
Southwestern Railroad Company to supply it with 
400,000 ordinary ties and 700,000 switch ties. The 
switch ties are to be of superior quality. Mr. Tripp 
makes Portsmouth, Ohio, his hendquarters and distribut- 
ing point, and gets his supply principally from Buena 
Vista, Rome, Manchester, Proctorville and other Ohio 
river points. He expects this contract to keep him busy 
for a year. 

The Yellow Poplar Lumber Company, which has en- 
joyed a successful year’s operation, will soon cease 
operations owing to the scarcity of timber. The big 
plant at Coal Grove has been running steadily since 
November 26, 1906. With two band mills in operation 
the plant has a capacity of about 125,000 feet of sawed 
lumber a day, consisting of ten hours. The company 
has an enormous amount of timber, but it is in the moun- 
tains in such a position that hard and continued rains 
are réquired to float it to nearby streams. It is rumored 
that the mill will close down indefinitely within the next 
week or two. 





QUEEN CITY TRADE FEATURES. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, Nov. 25.—W. A. Bennett, president 
of the Chamber of Commerce, on being asked for his 
views on the outlook for the lumber trade said he be- 
lieved little change for the better could be hoped for 
at this season of the year, as manufacturers are not in 
a condition to do much buying. Nearly all the traveling 
men have been taken off the road and local salesmen are 
selling nothing. 

The Wiborg & Hanna Company, whose headquarters 
are in this city, had a big fire at its plant in Victor, 
Miss. The fire burned over 1,000,000 feet of lumber 
which fortunately was well covered by insurance. The 
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NEW MODEL TOWER EDGER. 


plant at Cincinnati seems to be continually growing. 
Every time one passes the grounds some addition has 
been made either to the yard space or the buildings. 

The last six months have been prolific of fires in lum- 
ber concerns and manufacturing concerns which are 
large consumers of lumber. In the following order the 
plants named have suffered. The Maley, Thompson & 
Moffett Company, veneer mill and saw mill; the Snod- 
grass Company, planing mill and flooring mill; the Far- 
rin-Korn Company, flooring and general millwork; the 
Louis Lipp Company, plumbers’ supplies, and the Carey 
Manufacturing Company’s roofing plant. 

The annual election of the Cincinnati Furniture Ex- 
change will be held Tuesday, December 10. J. F. Dietz, 
the well known’ desk manufacturer, heads all tickets for 
president. A banquet will follow the election and ad- 
dresses will be made by men prominent in the furniture 
manufacturing industry as well as by local lumbermen, 
many of whom are affiliated with the exchange. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Cincinnati Lum- 
bermen’s Club will be held at the rooms of the business 
men’s club on Monday evening, December 2, at 6:30. 
The usual dinner will be served. 

The coming week will witness the shipment of the 
first orders for several lines of furniture from local man- 
ufacturers to Buenos Ayres, in South America. J. P. 
Apthorp, the representative of one of the largest com- 
mercial houses in that paft of the world, placed the 
orders since his visit to this city some months ago. 
About four carloads will be included in this sample or- 
der. 

John Dornette, jr., the well known desk manufactur- 
er of this city, has been elected a member of the board 
of public service, the business board of the city. John 
is well known to lumbermen who sell lumber in this 
territory and all will be glad to hear of his success. 





WESTERN NEW YORK TRADE. 

BurraLo, N. Y., Nov. 27.—The new offices of the 
Hugh McLean Lu-nber Company are a fine addition to 
the older ones, especially as they have been built on 
without disturbing any of the former rooms. Angus 
McLean, who occupies one of the new apartments, does 
not intend to be there much, as he has too many mills 
to look after. 

M. M. Wall has been at Mount Clemens, Mich., a week 
or two lately to rest up for the winter campaign. The 
Buffalo Hardwood Company has lately brought down 
two lake cargoes which ought to give the home yard a 
good all-round stock. 

F. A. Beyer, who was laid up a few days by a fall 
from a street car, is not only out again but has gone 
south to look after business. The Missouri mills of 
Beyer, Knox & Co. are running again after a short stop. 

President I. N. Stewart, of the Hardwood Exchange, 
made an old-home trip to Canada last week. Business 
in yard is pretty good for the times, as the trade seems 
to want cherry and quartered oak in some quantity. 

G. Elias & Bro. find that their mill demands now ex- 
ceed anything in yard and are looking for the city build- 
ing activity to bridge over the eastern slackness, so that 
the office force is well occupied these days. 

PBBBBBP PIPPI 


COMING CONCATENATION. 

BALTIMORE, Mp., Nov. 26.—Another concatenation of 
the Baltimore jurisdiction of the Hoo-Hoo is under con- 
sideration and will probably take place early next month. 
Conferences have been held by leading members of the 
order here and Vicegerent Snark John A. Berryman is 
prepared to issue a call for® a coneatenation. A score 
or more of candidates for initiation are expected to be 
on hand. There is also talk of organizing a coneatena- 
tion at Hagerstown, Md., where the lumber trade is 
strongly represented. The town includes some twenty- 
two mills and other enterprises, and a strong sentiment 
in favor of organization is said to prevail there. 





ee 
AN EDGER OF SUPERIOR MAKE. 

The illustration given in this ,article is of an im- 
proved form of one of the ‘‘Tower’’ edgers, manu- 
factured by. the Gordon Hollow Blast Grate Com- 
pany, of Greenville, Mich. This new edger, known 
as 36-inch, ‘‘New Model,’’ has recently been put on 
the market. The cut shows the following desirable 
features, most of which are common to al] the Tower 
edgers, and which have given to that liné of machines 
the reputation which they have had for so many 
years: 

(a) The vital parts are all contained in a’ substantial 
iron husk resting firmly on the floor. (b) The manner of 
shifting the saws is in accord with the most modern and 
approved practice. (c) There is*an 
adjustable guide for the stationary 
saw. This guide is extremely simple, 
accurate and reliable. (d) The arbor 
has three bearings, the pulley that 
receives the drive belt being between 
two of them. (e) The saws may be 
taken off without disturbing the ar- 
bor, the bridge-tree on the side oppo- 
site that on which the pulleys are 
located being removable. The whole 
operation is the acme of simplicity. 
(tf) The figures that indicate the 
position of the saws are on the front 
end of the front table, where they 
are readily seen by the operator. 
. This is especially important on dark 
days, or when the edger stands in 
a dark part of the mill. (g) The 
lates carrying these figures are ad- 
ustable, and niay be set so that the 
boards will be edged scant, exact or 
plump, as, may be desired. (h) The 
front pressure roll swings away from 
the operator, which means the max- 
imum of efficiency. It also admits 
*of the use of a smaller roll, which 
makes it easier to see the saws. 
(i) Every part is'made to template, 
so that exact duplicates may readily 
be obtained. To facilitate ordering 
every piece is numbe 
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When 
you get 
right 
down | Mt 
stk — 
Stump of an Argument 





in making a sale your success depends 
very largely on the quality of the ‘stock 
you handle. ou can talk away lots . 
of petty faults and other grievances, 
but if the lumber shows poorly it's all 
up. To avoid such a condition we 
want you to try our 


. SOUTHERN 


Yellow Pine 


DRESSED LUMBER AND TIMBERS. 


In addition to yellow pine we also 
want orders for W. Va. Spruce and 
Hemlock for besides our own output 
in above woods we control the output 
of a number of mills specially favored 
with good timber, hence can fill orders 
promptly. 


INQUIRIES SOLICITED. 


Flint, Erving & Stoner Co. 
PITTSBURG, PA. 


— ae 


Telecode used. 








WHITE OAK TIMBERS 


Special Bills Cut to Order 
on Short Notice. 


WHITE and YELLOW PINE 


We have a good supply of High Grade 
WHITE PINE which we are anxious“ 
to move. Write us for prices. 


J, M. Hastings Lumber Go. 


Manufacturers of Lumber. PITTSBURG, PA. 








Wm. H. Schuette Co. 


WHOLESALE LVMBER- 
AND MILL WORK 


Manufacturers of. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND WHITE PINE 
Hemlock. Poplar and MHardwovds. 


1107-8-9 Machesney Bldg., PITTSBURG, PA. 
Makleyville,N.C. MILLS Belhaven, N.C. 
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Worth Ten Times Its Cost | 





From Winton Lumben & Mnfg. Co., 
Laynesville) Ky. 





“Enclosed please find check for $2 coveting one 
CHAPIN'S LUMBER RECKONER. . The 
time saved in figuring is WORTH ‘TEN 
TIMES the cost of the book.” Address ‘ 














AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 


315 DEARBORN STREBT; CHICAGO. 
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Yard Stock 


has long been a specialty with 

us and by studying closely the 

demands from dealers all over 

the continent, we have gained 

experience in filling such orders 

that today makes it an easy mat- 
ter for us to please. Our stock is-all well 
sawed and dressed and the prices we make 
on mixed cars of 


Fir and Washington Pine 


will convince you that we want a share of 
your business. In addition to the above we 
have for quick shipment a special stock of 
flooring 1x4 and 1%4x4, ceiling and drop 
siding, porch flooring and decking, nice 
soft yellow pine finish, wind mill tower 
stock and tank stock. Can’t we quote you? 


White River Lbr. Co. 


ENUMCLAW, WASH. 





Flooring. Ceiling, Bevel Siding 


eee erm 
and Finish. Long Timbers, 


FIR Joists, Dimension, Etc, 
CEDAR Bevel Siding, Finish 
and Shingles. 


Western Pine, Idaho White Pine, 
Western Pine Shop. 


Mixed Cars a Specialty. 


Wallace-Ballord Lumber Co. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 











699-614 Lumber Exchange, 








MONTANA, IDAHO, E. WASHINGTON. 








BUY 
Proudfit-Polleys Lumber Co. 


LINCOLN, NEB. 


WESTERN WHITE PINE, Soran : 
IDAHO WHITE PINE, LARCH cI 


IDAHO STOCKS 
and get prompter shipments, and save the 
long over-mountain haul. WRITE US on 


FIR, CEDAR, SPRUCE, YELLOW PINE. 
WE FURNISH 


WISCONSIN WHITE CEDAR 
AND IDAHO RED CEDAR Fence Posts. 





| IDAHO ann WESTERN 


WHITE PINE LUMBER 
LARCH LUMBER and IDAHO 
WHITE PINE LATH 
CEDAR,POLES, POSTS and PILING 


We are manufacturers, Eastern yard and factory trade 
solicited. Correspondence solicited. 


THE LACLEDE LUMBER Co. 
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= LACLEDE, IDAHO. coal 





| Western Pine Lumber 


in all forms for yard trade. 


STEAM KILN DRIED FACTORY PLANK 
SASH ‘and DOOR CUTTINGS. 


SPOKANE LUMBER COMPANY, 


MILAN, WASHINGTON. 























ASSOCIATION NEWS. 


COMING ASSOCIATION MEETINGS. 

December 10-——Alabama-West Florida Manufac- 
turers’ Association (monthly meeting). 

December 18-19-—-National Veneer & Panel Manufacturers’ 
Association, Chicago. 

January 14-16—Northwestern 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

January 15—Hardwood 
consin, Eau Claire, Wis. 

January 15-16—Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association of the 
State of Indiana, Indianapolis, Ind. 

January 15, 16, 17—Colorado & Wyoming Lumber Dealers’ 
Association, Denver, Col. 

January 22—National Lumber Exporters’ Association, New 
Orleans, La. 

January 21-22 
Omaha, Neb. 





Lumber 


Lumbermen’s Association, 


Lumber Manufacturers of Wis- 


Nebraska Lumber Dealers’ Association, 


January 21-22-—-Union Association of Lumber Dealers, 
Columbus, Ohio. 
January 28-29—-Southwestern Lumbermen’s Association, 


Kansas City, Mo. 

February 12-15—-lllinois Lumber Dealers’ Association and 
Illinois Masons’ Supply Association, Chicago. 

February 27, 28, 29—-Western Retail Lumbermen’s Asso- 
ciation, Tacoma, Wash. 


SOUTHWESTERN LUMBERMEN WILL HOLD 
TWENTIETH ANNUAL AT KANSAS CITY. 


The twentieth annual convention of the Southwest- 
ern Lumbermen’s Association which will be held at 
the Coates house in Kansas City, Mo., January 28, 29 
and 30, bids fair to be the banner association of the 
country. 

The following committee on business program has 
been appointed: L. L. Seibel, John Halloran, Edward 
R. Hogg, W. M. Johns, J. R. Moorehead, J.. H. Fores- 
man and H. A. Gorsuch. This committee is already 
making up the program, which will be devoted to ad- 
dresses and discussions of matters of greatest impor- 
tance to retail lumber dealers, Four short sessions, 
abounding in interesting talks and discussions, will be 
held and ample time will be given between sessions for 
visiting, talking shop and getting a line on business 
conditions for next year. 

The Kansas City lumbermen will probably follow out 
their usual custom of entertaining the association mem- 
bers and as usual the presence of the ladies is espe- 
cially desired. The 2-cent rate will be in effect from 
all points in the territory of the Southwestern Lumber- 
men’s Association. 


FAR WESTERN RETAILERS’ ANNUAL. 

The dates for the fifth annual meeting of the Western 
Retail Lumbermen’s Association have definitely been 
assigned as February 27, 28, 29, 1908. In his advices 
to the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN Secretary A. L. Porter 


Says: 











A number of prominent lumbermen are coéperating with 
us this year with the idea of making this the largest meet- 


ing of lumbermen ever held on the Pacific coast. We 
already have assurance from officials of the Pacific Coast 
Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, Shingle Mills Bureau, 


Southwestern Washington Manufacturers’ Association, 
Western Pine Manufacturers’ Association that their mem 
bers will be present on the above dates in large numbers, 
and several of the manufacturers’ associations will hold 
meetings in Tacoma during this week. Representatives of 
the retail associations of the middle west will be invited 
to attend, as this meeting will give all retail lumbermen an 
excellent opportunity to become acquainted with practically 
every large shipper in the territory. Many questions in 
which both branches of the trade are mutually interested 
will be thoroughly iosendl at the various sessions, which 
will be open to anyone interested. 


The far western retailers’ association has obviously 
set out to break all previous records in attendance at its 
annual and, as obviously, it will succeed. 





THE COLORADO & WYOMING ANNUAL. 

The Colorado & Wyoming Lumber Dealers’ Associa- 
tion has overruled its constitution, which calls for the 
annual meeting of that organization at a time which 
this year would conflict with the annual of another 
meeting in Denver, and has issued a call specifying the 
dates for its annual meeting as Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, January 15, 16 and 17, 1908. The head 
quarters of the annual meeting will be at the Albany 
hotel, Denver. In his call for the meeting H. H. Hem 
menway says: 

Please make arrangements to be there. As _ the lumber 
situation now confronts us, it is desirable for each individual 
interest that all be present. 

In view of the new and vital questions which confront 
the retail lumber interests and in addition the unusual 
attractiveness of the program of the Colorado & 
Wyoming association it is safe to prophesy that the 
coming meeting be one of the largest if not the largest 
in its history. 


MASSACHUSETTS WHOLESALERS ELECT 
OFFICERS. 

Boston, Mass., Nov. 23.—At the recent annual meet- 
ing of the Massachusetts Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ 
Association in this city the following officers were 
elected: H. W. Blanchard, president; H. B.. Fiske, 
vice president; William E. Litchfield, secretary and 
treasurer; A. M. Moore, assistant secretary and treas- 
urer. Executive committee: T. H. Shepard, C.. C. 
Batchelder, F. A. Arend, L. N. Godfrey, William Bacon, 
E. J. Hammond, H.'D. Wiggin, W. E. Litchfield, W. F. 
Brown, M. A. Hall and H. B. Stebbins. F.. W. Law- 
rence was elected délegate to the Massachusetts State 
Board of Trade and C, C. Batchelder was elected dele- 
ate to the Boston Association Board of Trade. The 
ollowing firms Were. elected to meiibership: Gedrge D. 
Emery Company, William H. Gray Lumber Company, 





. portance to the retail dealer of accurate 


a 
Walter D. Noyes, Northern Lumber Company and John 
G. Hall & Co. The chief topic for discussion was rela- 
tive to the advisability of adopting the rules of the 
National Hardwood Association. After a lengthy dis- 
cussion this matter was referred to the following: H. D. 
Wiggin, William E, Litchfield, Galem A. Parker. 





BALTIMORE LUMBER EXCHANGE WILL MEET. 

BALTIMORE, Mb., Nov. 26.—The annual meeting of 
the Baltimore Lumber Exchange will be held at the 
Merchants’ Club on German street on the evening of 
December 2 and is expected to bring out a large attend- 
ance. The yearly reports are to be read, the matter of 
a salaried secretary to be always in charge of the rooms 
of the exchange is to be disposed of and officers will 
be elected and other business transacted. The follow- 
ing is the official ticket nominated by the special com- 
mittee appointed for the purpose: 

President—Edward P. Gill, of W. D. Gill & Son. 

Vice president—John L, Alcock, of John L. Alcock & Co. 

Treasurer—L. H. Gwaltney, of the American Lumber 
Company. 

Managing committee 
Heald; Lewis Dill, of 
of Theodore 


Richard W. Price, of Price & 
Lewis Dill & Co.; Theodore Mottu, 
Mottu & Co.; Ridgaway Merryman; George H. 
PoehImann; David MacLea, of the Kisenhauer-MacLea Com 
pany; George k. Waters, of George E. Waters & Co.; 
Maurice W. Wiley, of the Wiley, Harker & Camp Company ; 
John LL. Aleock; Rufus K. Goodenow, of the Canton 
Box Company; George Schumacher, of Schumacher 
& Co., and William M. Burgan., 


The nominating committee includes Henry P. Duker, 
chairman; John H. Geis and Frank R. Clapp. No op- 
position has developed and there is every reason to sup- 
pose that the slate announced will go through. A din- 
ner will follow the business session and some informal 
addresses may be made. ; 





WESTERN FUEL MEN ORGANIZE. 

SPOKANE, WASH., Nov, 19.—A meeting of coal dealers 
of the Inland Empire territory was held here today 
at which a permanent organization was formed under 
the name of the Western Fuel Association, with head 
quarters in Spokane and covering Washington, Ore 
gon, Idaho, Montana, Utah and Wyoming, which is 
the territory covered by the Western Retail Lumber 
men’s Association. A preliminary meeting of fuel 
dealers had been held here November 5 at which a 
preliminary organization was formed, and at today’s 
meeting a constitution was adopted and a permanent 
organization effected. 

The first annual meeting of the Western Fuel Asso 
ciation will be held in Spokane Saturday, February 
15, and at today’s meeting the following oflicers were 
elected to serve until that time: 

C. P. Surtoris, Tacoma, president. 


Z. EE. Hayden, Spokane, vice president 
A. L. Porter, Spokane, secretary-treasurer pro tem 


Directors: 

J. H. Dunlop, Cascade Locks, Oregon. 

U. K. Swift, Seattle, Wash. 

B. F. Miller, Rosalia, Wash. 

IF. Baske, Davenport, Wash. 

Il’. W. Emery, Lewiston, Ida. 

I. Eager, Dayton, Wash, 

Daniel T'wohy, Butte, Mont 
The constitution adopted 

declaration of purpose: 





contains the following 


5S 


We realize the necessity of the retail fuel dealer to every 
community, and we are interested in the promotion of the 
general welfare and the perpetuation of the retail fuel 
business. 

We recognize the rights of every person, partnership or 
corporation to establish and maintain as many retail yards 
as he, they or it may see fit. 

We recognize the right of the mine owner, wholesaler and 
shipper to sell coal in whatever market, to whatever pur 
chaser and at whatever price they may see fit. 

We also recognize the disastrous consequences which result 
to the legitimate retail fuel dealer from direct competition 
with wholesalers and shippers, and we appreciate the im 
‘ information as to 
the nature and extent of such competition where any exists. 
_ Recognizing and appreciating the advantages of coijpera- 
tion in securing and disseminating any and all proper in- 
formation for our mutual convenience, benefit or protection, 
we have organized this association and have adopted the fol 
lowing articles for the government of our affairs. 

Many of the members of the Western Fuel Associa 
tion are retail lumber dealers in this territory and 
members of the Western Retail Lumbermen’s Associa 
tion. A. L. Porter, secretary of the latter organiza 
tion was instrumental in organizing the fuel associa 
tion and as stated above is the temporary secretary 
and treasurer of the organization which starts out 
with an excellent membership and every promise of 
being a strong organization. 





MISSISSIPPI AND LOUISIANA RETAILERS AT- 
TACKED. 

New ORLEANS, LaA., Nov. 25.— Attorney General 
Fletcher of Mississippi has filed his petition for the dis- 
solution and ouster of the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Asso- 
ciation of Mississippi and Louisiana in the chancery 
court of the first judicial district of Hines county, Mis 
sissippi. The petition makes complainants the state of 
Mississippi, ex rel. R. V. Fletcher, attorney general, and 
defendants the individuals, firms and. corporations com- 
posing the association, as well as the association itself. 
It states that each and all of the defendants are en- 
gaged in the retailing of lumber, sash doors and blinds, 
and that they maintain yards for the purpose of selling 
such commodities to consumers at retail, and that they 
are all competitors in business; that on March 14, 1906, 
at which time there was free and open competition, the 
defendants entered into an agreement, contract and 


“association, to-wit, the defendant association, for certain 
‘ purposes ard objects-as stated in the constitution thereof, 
of which a copy is filed with the petition; that the con- 
stitution was duly adopted and ratified by all of the de- 
fendants and that it is strictly obeyed and carried out, 
the association having elected its officers and directors 
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as named therein, and maintained a salaried secretary 
at Yazoo City, ‘Miss.; that the defendants hold semi- 
annual meetings as provided in the constitution, and in 
all respects treat the provisions of the constitution as 
binding and effective; that the purpose and sole object 
of the association is to prevent and destroy competition 
between retail lumbermen and to prevent wholesale deal- 
ers and manufacturers from selling to the consumer. 
For this purpose the members have agreed that they 
will not purchase stock or commodities of any whole- 
saler Or manufacturer who sells to the consumer in com- 
petition with retailers; that the agreement has as its 
logical and necessary effect the elimination and destruc- 
tion of competition; consequently, that the defendants’ 
association is an unlawful trust or combination intended 
to limit, decrease or reduce the price of a commodity or 
its production, or to hinder competition in the produe- 
tion, importation, manufacture, transportation, sale or 


purchase thereof etc. The petition thereupon recites 
the names of the officers of the association and prays 
that the persons, firms, corporations and partnerships 
together with all the officers and directors be made de- 
fendants, and that a temporary injunction be issued re 
straining and enjoining the defendants from continuing, 
as members of the association, from payiug their dues, 
making reports to the secretary required by Article 7 of 
the constitution; restraining the officers and directors 
from performing their respective functions of office and 
enjoining all and each of the defendants from carrying 
out any of the purposes and objects of the association, 
and upon final hearing such temporary injunction be 
made perpetual, upon a decree that the association con- 
stitutes an unlawful trust and combine, dissolving the 
same and prohibiting the defendants from enforcing and 
complying with the terms, agreements or stipulations of 
such constitution. 





SASH AND DOOR MEN IN CONFERENCE. 


A meeting of the sash and door wholesalers was held 
at St. Louis on Tuesday of this week. The meeting 
was attended by H. B. Munger, Foster-Munger Lum- 
ber Company; A. W. True, True & True Company; 
J. A. Gauger, John ‘A. Gauger & Co.; W. L. Sharp, 
KE. L. Roberts & Co.; H. A. Sellen, the Morgan Com- 
pany; W. Arthur Waide, of Chicago; W. H. John- 
son, Carr & Adams Company, Peoria, Ill; C. L. 
sarnett, the Collier-Barnett Company, Toledo, Ohio; 
©. O. Rogers, Adams-Carr Company; W. W. Hobson, 
Anson-Hixson Sash & Door Company, Indianapolis, 
Ind.; H. F. Hafner, Hafner Manufacturing Company; 
Robert Imse, Imse-Schilling Sash & Door Company; 
Albert Behrens, St. Louis Sash & Door Company; 
A. J. Seigel, Huttig Sash & Door Company; Roy Frye, 
William G. Frye Manufacturing Company, of St. 
Louis. 

The meeting was convened at 10 o’elock in the morn 
ing and lasted until noon, after which the delegates 
were entertained at luncheon at the Mercantile Club. 
An afternoon session was held and the delegates were 
together until late in the afternoon. 

The important matter which brought them together 
was the new sash and door price list which had been 
introduced to the trade by some of the manufacturers. 
The wholesalers, who also had Kansas City on the 
long distanee telephone and secured their codperation, 
unanimously resolved not to adopt the new list, but to 
continue with the old one ‘‘in view of its very gen- 
eral favor with the retailers, who did not wish to at- 
tempt to go through the process of education neces- 
sary to inquire into all’ conditions and new methods 
involved in changing the list,’’ as expressed by one 
of the delegates. 

Although it was unanimously decided not to use the 
new list the spirit of the meeting was conciliatory and 
the feeling was that both distributers and manufacturers 
would, within the next few months, be able to get to- 
gether and decide on some list which would be satis 
factory to both factions. 

The resolution adopted at the conference stated that 
the new list was not applicable or satisfactory, either 
to the distributers or to the wholesale dealers, and al 
though it was admitted that the old list which has been 
in use was not entirely satisfactory, the hope was ex- 
pressed that the inequalities in the old list could be 
corrected in time, and that it could be put in such 
form as to be satisfactory to both the manufacturer and 
distributer. 

Each and everyone said that the volume of  busi- 
ness this year had been very satisfactory. The ma- 
jority of them had done much more profitable busi- 
ness than the previous year; that there was a consid- 
erable volume of small order trade recently current, 
which was satisfactory and profitable, and that the 
year’s record in sash and doors will be fairly satis- 
factory. One delegate informed the AMERICAN LuM- 
BERMAN reporter that the mail order houses had ap- 
parently not flourished very well this year in the line 
of sash and door appliances, as one of them had re- 
cently been trying to sell the remains of their stock 
to regular wholesale dealers. 


* * * 


Chicago sash and door jobbers continue to receive 

a large number of small orders which are increasing 
in size each week. The country yards seem to be 
thoroughly sold out of all stock, sizes and grades of 
sash and doors, and are compelled to make larger pur- 
chases than usual at this time of year. Nevertheless, 
they are buying only what they need to fill up the 
holes made in their stock by current business, and are 
not restocking for next year in the manner in which 
they usually do at this season. Practically all the 
sash and door men are well satisfied with the existing 
condition of business and say that if the present run 
of orders keeps up during December the average of 
busiess done for 1907 will exceed that of the previous 
year, 
: The earload business which usually begins about 
this time has been somewhat delayed and most of the 
jobbers do not expect that part of the business to 
open up before January 15, at the earliest. 

Reports received by jobbers indicate that never be- 
fore in the history of the sash and door business have 
stocks in the country been as low-as they are now, 
and although steady purchases are being made the 
demand from the consumer is fully equal to, the orders 
sent in; which would indicate that no excess stock is 
being taken on by the country yards. ; 

The attitude of the small banks throughout the 
country. in, refusing to make loans to farmers and 
others who had. planned to do considerable building 


this fall and winter is having its effect on the sash 
and door trade. It is probable, however, that a great 
deal of building which had been planned for this fall 
and which it was impossible to do on account of 
financial conditions will be done earlier than usual in 
the spring and, therefore, the business in sash and door 
and millwork will average about the same as usual. 

No change in prevailing prices has been announced 
and although some manufacturers, it is reported, are 
cutting prices to some extent in order to reduce their 
stock the price situation seems to be firmer than for 
several months. No change in the prevailing dis- 
counts has been made and it is likely that existing 
prices will continue in force throughout the winter 
months and that early in the spring there will be a 
slight advance. 

Chicago and St. Louis jobbers still insist that they 
will not accept the new universal price list which a 
large proportion of the manufacturers have adopted 
and which is now in force. The manufacturers, on 
the other hand, claim that the new list is entirely 
satisfactory and will adhere to it hereafter. 

The supply of raw material held by the sash and 
door mills in this and surrounding territory is very 
light and but few of the mills are making any at- 
tempts to make further purchases until such time as 
they can determine what business will be done dur- 
ing the spring months. All the mills here have enough 
material on hand to run them for several months and 
are certain that if the demand is heavier than they 
anticipate they will have little or no difficulty in 
securing additional supplies. 

The labor situation in Chicago and surrounding sash 
and door mills has shown material improvement and 
all the mills say they are able to get the men needed 
to earry on their business during the winter. 


” * * 


The Kansas City jobbers report a fair call for stock 
goods from the country, but say the demand is gradu- 
ally falling off and that next month the trade will be 
light. They had a heavy business in October and 
trade was brisk during the first half of November. 
Prices are not as strong as a few weeks ago, but the 
market is fairly well maintained. The local demand 
for mill work has fallen off during the last two or 
three weeks and there is not much new work being 
estimated on. The mills are still running and will 
likely be able to run through December, as they have 
considerable unfilled business on hand. 


* * ” 


Factories in Minneapolis and St. Paul report that 
prices are only a little off and that only because of 
weakness in competing centers. Business is slow, but 
considering the record up to date, the manufacturers 
have little complaint to make. There is a good call 
for storm sash and locally orders are still coming in 
for special work, mostly in birch. Otherwise the situ- 
ation is dull and without feature. 


x * - 


There is a gradual letting down in the activity of 
the sash, door and blind factories of Baltimore, Md., 
because construction work can no longer be carried 
forward as rapidly as was the case earlier. Bad 
weather causes many interruptions and thus empha- 
sizes the effect of the financial situation with its 
tendency to arrest building activity. Prices are fairly 
well maintained. 

. * * 


Only a few orders for millwork have been received 
from manufacturers in the New York market the past 
week. Planing mill men are beginning to look for 
better trade but not many large orders are antici- 
pated for several weeks. Contracts are put out for 
small jobs only and operations are confining their 
purchases to stock which they must have at once. 
There is no inclination to lay in any supplies until 
,there is a more substantial improvement in the finan- 
cial situation. Lumbermen catering to millwork wants 
expect a slow trade. 


. * . 


There is very little falling off in the activity of the 
door mills of Buffalo, N. Y., especially if they are cater- 
ing to the city builders. There are reports of stoppages 

, of buildings eastward, but there seem to be none _ here, 
for the operations are mostly small and have been fully 
financed before they were begun. If all centers had 
been hit as little as Buffalo was by the panic there would 
have been little shutting down of any sort of business. 
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FIR 


Timbers and Joist 


ANY SIZE 
ANY LENGTH 
ROUGH OR DRESSED 





YARD STOCK 
TANK STOCK 
FACTORY STOCK 
EVERYTHING IN FIR 


WRITE US TODAY. 


John A. Hughes Lumber Co. 


236-238 Burke Bldg, SEATTLE, WASH. 








R. J. Menz Lumber Co., 


of SEATTLE, WASH. 


Invites and appreciates opportunity to serve the require- 
ments of Retail Lumber Dealers, and Car Building Compan- 
ies, believing that its exténsive clientele, which has been 
gradually developed through eleven years of consistent and 
considerate service in the Pacific Coast Trade, is its strongest 
endorsement of the favorable and efficient service rendered 
to its patrons. 


WASHINGTON 


Fir, Red Cedar and Spruce Lumber, 
Red Cedar Shingles. 


Telecode Used. Write or wire for prices, 








IT WILL PAY YOU 
TO WRITE US 


Ask for special delivered prices. 
You will get a prompt reply. 


FIR, SPRUCE, CEDAR 
LUMBER AND LATH 


Cedar Shingles in straight cars or mixed with Cedar Lumber 
MILLS—RENTON, WASH. 


Bonds-Foster Lumber Co., 
Lumber Exchange, SEATTLE, WASH. 











Fir and Cedar Lumber 





Cedar Shingles 


WRITE US FOR PRICES 
NO TROUBLE TO QUOTE 


We Manufacture 100,000 feet of 
lumber and 500,000 shingles daily. 


A. P. Henderson Lumber Zo. 


LUMBER EXCHANGE 


Roy maton Wash. Seattle, Wash. 


We use Telécode. 











The Herron Company 


FIR LUMBER 


CAR MATERIAL. RAILROAD TIMBERS. 














Seattle; Washington. 


“ 

















TELEGRAPH BILLS REDUCED: j{imitiman tetecoae. 


Wor further particulars address American Lumberman, Chicago. Ul! 





LOCAL AND PERSONAL. 


J. B. Webb, Michigan salesman for True & True Com- 
pany, spent several days in Chicago this week. 

William L. Sharp, of E. L. Roberts & Co., spent sev- 
eral days in St. Louis on a business trip this week. 

George W. Mason, of the Mason-Donaldson Lumber 
Company, Racine, Wis., was a visitor in Chicago several 
days this week. 

W. K. Hubbard, Milwaukee representative of the 
Colonial Lumber & Tie Company, of St. Louis, was a 
visitor in Chicago this week. 

C. O. Rogers, of the Adams-Carr Company, sash and 
door manufacturers of Indianapolis, Ind., was in Chicago 
several days this week. 

Mr. Cook, of the Ottumwa Mill Company, Ottumwa, 
Iowa, was in Chicago this week on his wedding trip and 
called on the trade in this city. 

E. B. Blaisdell, of the Flanner-Steger Lumber Com- 
pany, with headquarters in St. Louis, visited the offices 
of the company here this week. 

The G. H. Deeves Lumber Company, lumber whole- 
saler with offices in the Railway Exchange building, 
has changed its name to the Griffen H. Deeves Lumber 
Company. 

The building of the mill which the Chicago Car & 
Lumber Company expected to erect this winter at Pull- 
man, Ill., has been indefinitely postponed and no work 
will be done until business*becomes more active. 

F. F. Fish, seeretary of the National Hardwood Lum- 
ber Association, who has been seriously ill of typhoid 
fever for two weeks, was able to be at his office for a 
part of each day this week and is improving steadily. 

M. G. West, of the Stevenson-West Lumber Com- 
pany, of Kansas City, Mo., while in this city this 
week said trade was slightly improved, as evidenced 
by the increase in the number of inquiries his con- 
cern is receiving. 

The LUMBERMAN enjoyed a call this week from 
E. Bartholemew, representing John B. Ransom & Co., 
hardwood manufacturers of Nashville, Tenn. Mr. Bar- 
tholemew is an able salesman and has made a careful 
study of the situation in his territory. 

Irwin Earl, Ohio salesman for the True & True Com- 
pany, was in Chicago on Monday. He reports that al- 
though business is quiet, the country yards have light 
stocks of all kinds of millwork, and it will be necessary 
for them to order extensively within a short time. 

C. H. Donaldson, of the Mason-Donaldson Company, of 
Rhinelander, Wis., was in Chicago during the week. 
He reported a fair volume of business and stated 
that there was a slow improvement. The outlook, he 
thinks, is much better than it was a fortnight ago. 

Miss Ruth Roberts, daughter of E. L. Roberts, sash 
and door manufacturer of Chicago, who was operated 
on for appendicitis several weeks ago, was taken to her 
home this week. The operation was successful and Miss 
Roberts is expected to recover within the next two weeks. 

J. H. Summers, of J. H. Summers & Son, Nacogdoches, 
Tex., has been in Chieago this week on business. Mr. 
Sommers reports that Texas has suffered severely from 
the financial flurry, but he anticipates an improvement 
and expects to be able to get some nice orders before 
his return. 

Work on the new band mill of the Marsh & Bingham 
Company is progressing rapidly and it is expected that 
the company will have the mill in operation by Decem- 
ber 15 next. The entire plant at the new mill is operated 
by electricity and the company expects to do away with 
steam power entirely as soon as possible. 





James M. Lord, a Chicago lumber dealer, recently 
made a balloon ascension from North Adams, Mass. 
It is reported that Mr. Lord, with several other Chicago 
business men, is planning to start an aero club in 
Chicago. His first trip was successful. The air line 
for lumber transportation may yet materialize. 


The Yale Forestry School is in receipt of a gift of 
$50,000 of lumber company’s bonds from F. E. Weyer- 
haeuser, chairman, and William Corson, treasurer, of 
the committee upon endowments, of applied forestry 
and practical lumbering appointed by the National 
Hardwood Lumber Association. 


A. J. Taylor, sales agent for the Cloquet Lumber 
Company, Cloquet, Minn., passed through Chicago this 
week on his way east, where he spent Thanksgiving. Mr. 
Taylor will remain in the east for several weeks, get- 
ting in touch with lumber affairs. He is a direct rep- 
resentative of one of the largest white pine producers 
of the country and his report on prospects should be 
very interesting and valuable. 


O. Leon, southern representative of E. L. Roberts & 
Co., was in Chicago this week. He finds that most of 
the southern yards are practically out of all stocks, sizes 
and grades of sash and doors, but are holding off in 
placing new orders as long as possible. He is under 
the impression, however, that business will be unusually 
active in the spring and that the average for the next 
four months will be higher than usual. 


The Pulaski Lumber Company is preparing to move 
into the new yard whith it bought last week. The new 
property is 280x25 feet at Robey street and Blooming- 
dale road and 325x125 feet at Vincennes street and 
Bloomingdale road. During the week the company has 
bought over 1,250,000 feet of lumber to stock the new 
yard. An innovation is to be made in’ this yard in 
the erection of brick sheds for all finished lumber. 


C. L. Willey, the veneer manufacturer of Chicago, re- 
turned Monday from a visit to his hardwood mill at 
Memphis. Mr. Willey found that the stock of logs on 
hand at the mill was so large that it would be practically 
impossible to curtail production as much as he intended 
before ascertaining exact conditions. Before leaving he 
made an arrangement with his employees by which the 
mill will run only eight hours a day instead of ten, but 
will run for the six days of the week. 


Guy Gray, of the Guy & Ralph Gray Company, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was in Chicago this week, and called on 
the local trade. Mr. Gray reports that banking condi- 
tions in Cleveland are improving. Contractors who 
heretofore have discounted their bills promptly have 
been somewhat slow pay lately, but the improvement 
in the banking situation is expected to remedy this 
trouble and business, he believes, will soon be back on 
a cash basis. The outlook is improving, although deal- 
ers are buying practically nothing now. 


\ 

Sam Park, president of the Industrial Lumber Com- 
pany, Beaumont, Tex., has been in Chicago for the 
last week on a business trip. Mr. Park admits’ that 
yellow pine conditions are not as satisfactory as could 
be desired, but is of the opinion that with the present 
curtailment of production it will not be long before 
there is a material improvement, both in demand and 
in the prices offered. Mr. Park is one of the leaders in 
the movement for curtailment of production and looks 
upon that as the only method by which the yellow 
pine situation can be satisfactorily improved. 


George R. Hicks, of the Bowman-Hicks Lumber Com- 
pany, Kansas City, Mo., spent several days in Chicago 
this week, leaving Wednesday night for Kansas City to 
spend Thanksgiving with his family. Mr. Hicks is con- 
fident that there will be a big demand for lumber in 
the near future but said that a few orders now would be 
more highly appreciated by all of the yellow pine op- 
erators than many will in a few months. This year the 
movement of cotton has not been as heavy as usual owing 
to the inability to finance transactions and as a re- 
sult the railroads are paying more attention to lumber 
tratlic. 


Nathan Bradley, secretary of the Bradley Lumber 
Company, ot Elizabethton, Tenn., was in Chicago 
Tuesday of this week and reported to the LUMBERMAN 
that the company’s mill at Elizabethton has been 
shut down, boarded up and practically abandoned, 
this being consequent upon the settlement of the 
estate of the late C. A. Bradley. The mill plant is for 
sale and the Bradley interests are seeking to desert 
that part of the country. They still own in the vi 
cinity of the mill standing timber to the extent of 
60,000,000 to 80,000,000 feet. Mr. Bradley left for 
Saginaw City Tuesday evening to spend the Thanks 
giving holiday with relatives there. 


Lumbermen who are members of the Union League 
Club are taking active interest in the project fathered 
by that organization to change the location of the John 
Worthy school to some place where pupils in sehool will 
not be exposed to moral contamination from the older 
criminals confined in the Bridewell. C. A. Marsh, of the 
Marsh & Bingham Company, is one of the members of 
the special committee appointed to consider this matter 
and although no definite steps have been taken up to 
the present time, Mr. Marsh is of the opinion that the 
cottage plan will be adopted, and that the delinquent 
children who have been attending the John Worthy 
School will hereafter be housed in cottages—not more 
than ten to fifteen boys being placed in one house, 
under the care of a matron. 


J. D. Lacey, of J. D, Lacey & Co., the well-known land 
owner and popular lumber manufacturer of this city 
and New Orleans, La., and who also has an office on 
the Pacific coast, was suddenly taken -ill with appendi 
citis in this city a week ago and on last Sunday even 
ing, at the Wesley hospital, was operated on success 
fully. Mr. Lacey had been about his duties for a few 
days prior to the sudden illness and the operation was 
apparently very timely, as his friends speak very en 
couragingly, in view of present symptoms, of a rapid 
recovery. His many friends throughout the United 
States will be glad to know of the favorable operation 
as Mr. Lacey is not only one of the most substantial 
but one of the most popular and thoroughly represen 
tative business men in the United States. 


Joseph B. Simmons, sales manager and assistant 
secretary of Woodward, Wight & Co., of New Or- 
leans, La., was a welcome visitor at the offices of the 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN this week. Mr. Simmons occu- 
pies a responsible position with this great mill supply 
house of the south, whose founder, Capt. J. T. Wood 
ward, is well known to the readers of this paper. 
Pearl Wight, the present head of the company, is a 
prominent southern banker and business man and 
will soon go to Washington to assume his duties as 
United States Commissioner of Internal Revenue, to 
which position he was appointed by President Roose- 
velt some time ago, and which he accepted condition- 
ally upon his being able'to remain in’ New Orleans 
long enough to arrange his business affairs. 


G. A. Griswold, seeretary of the Falls City Lumber 
Company, of Portland, Ore., complimented the AMERI- 
CAN LUMBERMAN with a call during the week. Mr. 
Griswold has been in the east for a fortnight and is 
making a study of conditions in the principal mar- 
kets. The Falls City; Lumber Company has two mills 
located at Falls City, Ore., with a combined capacity 
of about 35,000,000 feet annually. Mr. Griswold said 
that business had been veryrsatisfactory this year up 
to the first of November when the rate complications 

















La 


ae a ee ae | 


wT Ve eo © 











NOVEMBER 380, 1907. 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


77 





and a lighter demand interfered with shipments. Prior 
to that time his company had more business than it 
could handle owing to the scarcity of cars which was 
more pronounced this year than ever before in the 
history of western operations. In August, for instance, 
he said, it received and loaded only four cars aside 
from those which the railroads set in for their own 
stock. 


H. N. Rogers, general sales manager of CLEast- 
man Gardiner & Co., Laurel, Miss., was a caller on 
the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN last week. Mr. Rogers’ 
firm is a large distributor of lumber in the north and 
east and also does a large export business to Europe 
and South America. Mr. Rogers reports that his firm 
has found that although business has received a se- 
vere setback, the total done during 1907 will 
reach if not exceed the average of business done in 
1906. The firm is encouraged by the belief that the 
present difficulty will not be of long duration.- Mr. 
Rogers was accompanied by C. B. MeVey, a traveling 
salesman for the same firm, who said that his indi- 
vidual experience in traveling through the country 
was that there was a likelihood of an early resump- 
tion of business of all kinds, which could be greatly 
hastened if the country banks would be more gen- 
erous in letting go of money for the carrying on of 
legitimate business enterprises. 





‘‘ON TO WASHINGTON.’’ 


Joseph N. Teal, chief of counsel for the Oregon & 
Washington Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, in 
its fight against the imposition of higher rates on for- 
est products, passed through Chicago this week on his 
way to Washington, D. C. Mr. Teal gave an inter- 
esting account of the first clash between the railroads 
and the lumbermen in the United States district 
courts and said that the railroads still are endeavoring 
to thrash out the question of jurisdiction. From a 
layman’s standpoint it would seem that the railroads 
object to being sued en masse in one court and ask 
that suits be brought in the states in which each is 
demiciled. This, of course, would be impracticable. 
If. it would not prevent the crystallization of this 
controversy, it would at least delay the determination 
of the point at issue very greatly. 

Mr. Teal believes firmly in the justice of the lum- 
bermen’s cause and that there is a great moral as well 
as a great legal problem involved. He is a native of 
Oregon. His parents crossed the country in a prairie 





JOSEPH N, TEAL. 


schooner and he has grown up with the country of 
which he is:a typical representative. He has wit- 
nessed its varied developments and has an accurate 
insight into the part played therein by the transpor- 
tation companies. He is confident that if the rail- 
roads persist in their policy it will prove only not ‘ex- 
tremely injurious to the greatest industry of the 
western states but will in turn prove equally harm- 
ful to the railroads themselves, 

Mr. Teal left Chicago Tuesday noon for Washing- 
ton where he will round out his evidence for presen- 
tation of this suit to the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission at a hearing to be held at the early conven- 
ience of the commission. 





THE EDITOR HANDED A LEMON. 


Thursday of ‘last week the editor of the AMERICAN 
LUMBERMAN was ‘‘handed a lemon,’’ which, contrary to 
the usual results in such cases, was entirely acceptable. 
It was presented by Irvine McCauley, of the McCauley- 
Saunders Lumber Company, with offices in the Fisher 
building, Chicago. Mr. McCauley returned recently from 
the south, where they do some big things in lumbez, 
finances, canal building, agriculture and in many other 
directions, and the lemon: which he brought’ with him 
was one of two which illustrated some of the remarkable 
agricultural resources of the southern country. In its 
widest part its circumference is’ 15% inches, its length 
is 54%. inches, its width 4%4 inches and its weight de- 
pressed ‘the scales at a trifle over one and three-fourths 
pounds. The fruit was one of a bunch of not: uncom- 


mon growth im the yard of L. H. Price, of the Ramos 
Lumber Company, of Ramos, La., from whom Mr. Me- 
Cauley obtained it. The smile which accompanied the 
gift was in inverse ratio to the character of the interior 
of the fruit, which will be devoted largely to the con- 
coction of a lemonade, the strongest drink which will 
grace the domestic editorial table on Thanksgiving. 





THE CHICAGO LIVESTOCK SHOW. 


The Chicago Stock Show will be held at the Union 
Stock Yards in Chicago, November 30 to December 
7 of this year. It is expected that a large number 
of pure bred cattle, as many thoroughbred and im- 
ported sheep, from 500 to 700 of the finest speci- 
mens of swine, and over 700 high bred horses will 
be on exhibition during this show. The Union Stock 
Yards Company has done everything in its power to 
make the show this year a great success, and the premium 
list has been made very attractive to breeders and own- 
ers of high class stock throughout this section. 

The show will be a liberal education in all matters 
pertaining to live stock, and at the same time the 
visitors will find entertainment and recreation in the 
attendance this year. 





RECEIPTS BY WATER AT CHICAGO. 


Receipts by water at the port of Chicago during the 
five days ended November 26 showed a slight increase 
over the previous week. Twenty-seven vessels which 
entered the harbor brought in 10,575,000 feet of lum- 
ber, 37,775 ties, 1,592 posts and 1,250,000 shingles, as 
against twenty-five vessels which brought in 8,971,000 
feet of lumber, 48,417 ties and 800 poles the previous 
week, This brings the total receipts at the port of 
Chicago by water from January 1, 1907, to date, to 
365,733,000 feet of lumber, 1,359,595 ties, 692,492 posts, 
77,520 poles, 13,777,000 shingles and 5,544,000 lath. 

Arrivals by date and vessels for the week were: 

NOVEMBER 21. 

Steamer Viking, Alpena, Mich., Malcolm McPhee to Carney 
Bros. Co., 30,000 ties. 

Steamer Mueller, Pequaming, Mich., Charles Hebard & 
Sons to Lord & Bushnell Co., 600,000 feet. 

Steamer G. Burnham, Sault Ste Marie, Mich., G. Willson 
to Naugle Pole & Tie Co., 5,000 ties and 1,500 posts. 

Steamer G. Burnham, Sault Ste Marie, Ont., G. Willson to 
Naugle Pole & Tie Co., 2,775 ties and 92 posts. 

Schooner J. H. Mead, Escanaba, Mich., I. Stephenson 
Co. to Herman H. Hettler Lumber Co., 480,000 feet. 

Steamer J. W. Stephenson, Marinette, Wis., Edward Hines 
Lumber Co. to same, 500,000 feet. 

Steamer N. J. Nessen, Harbor Springs, Mich., Harbor 
Springs Lumber Co. to Theo. Fathauer Co., 324,000 feet. 

Schooner Delta, Gladstone, Mich., Northwestern Cooperage 
& Lumber Co. to Edward Hines Lumber Co., 300,000 feet. 

NOVEMBER 22. 

Schooner Lotus, Ford River, Mich., Ford River Lumber 
Co. to Herman H. Hettler Lumber Co., 145,000 feet. 

Steamer A. M. Gill, Sturgeon Bay, Mich., A. B. Klise 
Lumber Co. to Theo. Fathauer Co., 220,000 feet. 

Steamer O. BE. Parks, Ludington, Mich., Stearns Salt & 
Lumber Co, to John Spry Lumber Co., 275,000 feet. 

Steamer Three Brothers, Boyne City, Mich., W. H. White 
Co. to Herman H. Hettler Lumber Co., 541,000 feet. 

Steamer L. Pahlow, Nahma, Mich., Bay de Noquet Co. to 
Edward Hines Lumber Co., 350,000 feet. 

Steamer M. Marshall, Marinette, Wis., Sawyer, Goodman 
Co. to Adam Schillo Lumber Co., 450,000 feet. 

NOVEMBER 23. 

Steamer J. H. Prentice; Algoma Mills, Ont., Herman H. 
Hettler Lumber Co. to same, 545,000 feet. 

Steamer Helen C., St. Ignace, Mich., Dunbar Lumber Co. 
to Herman H. Hettler Lumber Co., 490,000 feet. 

Steamer J. D. Marshall, Wells, Mich., I. Stephenson Co. 
to Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co., 400,000 feet. 

Steamer S. O. Neff, Manistee, Mich., J. O. Nessen & Co. 
to Theo. Fathauer Co., 240,000 feet. 

Steamer Rk. C. Wente, Frankfort, Mich., Bellows Bros. to 
Hlerman H. Hettler Lumber Co., 275,000 feet. 

Steamer P. Sawyer, Sturgeon Bay, Mich., South Side 
Lumber Co. to same, 400,000 feet. 

Steamer G. C. Markham, Muskegon, Mich., Thayer Lumber 
Co. to Marsh-Hathaway Co., 410,000 feet. 

Steamer M. Willson, Grand Marais, Mich., Cook, Curtis & 
Miller to John Spry Lumber Co., 350,000 feet. 

Schooner Halsted, Cheboygan, Mich., Embury-Martin Lum- 
ber Co. to Herman H. Hettler Lumber Co., 600,000 feet. 

a NOVEMBER 25. 

Steamer F. W. Fletcher, Gladstone, Mich., Northwestern 
Cooperage & Lumber Co., 500,000 feet. 

Schooner A. B. Norris, Manistique, Mich., Chicago Lum- 
bering Co. to Edward Hines Lumber Co., 800,000 feet. 

Schooner 8S. J. Tilden, St. Ignace, Mich., Edward Hines 
Lumber Co. to same, 500,000 feet. 

Steamer F. Rk. Wiche, Owen Sound, Ont., Carney Bros. Co. 
to Edward Hines Lumber Co., 580,000 feet. 

Steamer HL. Buckley, Empire, Mich., Empire Lumber Co. 
to T. Wilce Co., 300,000 feet. 





LUMBERMEN ENJOINED. 

JACKSON, Miss., Nov. 21.—Attorney General Fletcher 
will file an injunction against the Mississippi-Louisiana 
Lumber Dealers’ Association in a few days, as invited 
by that organization at New Orleans meeting to see if 
its business methods are violative of the antitrust laws. 





HYMENEAL. 
Butcher-Uhrich. 


SEATTLE, WASH., Nov. 22.—-George M. Butcher, vice presi- 
dent of the United States Lumber Company, of this city, and 
who has charge of the company’s mili at Darrington, and 
Miss June Uhrich, daughter of O. W. Uhrich, of the O. W. 
Uhrich Planing Mill Com any: Atchison, Kan., will be mar- 
ried at the home of the bride Décember 4. After the wedding 
the couple will make their home at, Darrington. 





Torinus-Bush. 


Granp Rapips, Micu, Nov. 5.—Burdette E. Torinus; a 
lumberman of Winton, Minn., and Miss Bertha: V. Bush, 
daughter of S. O. Bush, vice president of the Acme Thresher 
Company, were married Ottober 30 by Rev. Frederick Bod- 
man, of the-~ Independent Congregational church. The 
the notable happenings. of the season 
in this city. Mr. and Mrs. Torinus will be home after 
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RATE DID NOT ADVANCE 


10c per cwt. Nov. 1st 

















So let us have your orders for any- 
thing you want or will need in 
timbers or other west coast lumber. 
In buying 


FIR TIMBERS 


such as we manufacture you can 
rest assured you are getting timbers 
that will support the stiffest kind of a 
talk you’d care to make a customer. 


E. H. Lewis Lumber Co, 


Successor to Lewis & Hughes. 
General Office, SEATTLE, WASH. 


CHICAGO OFFICE, NEW YORK OFFICE 
1502 Fisher Building. 907 No. 18 Broadway. 











Are Try Upright 
Red Cedar 


You Shingles in 
Re ady? Straight Cars. 


1x4 inch Vertical Grain Fir Flooring 
3x4 inch Fir Beaded Ceiling. 

1x6 inch Fir Drop Siding. 

¥%x6 inch Cork Fir Bevel Siding. 
4x4 inch and 6 inch Red Cedar Siding, 


QUICK SHIPMENTS. GRADES GUARANTEED. 


Fir Yard Stock a Specialty. 


Atlas Lbr. @ Shingle Co. 


SEATTLE, WASH. 
Eastern Representatives: J.D. Hayford, Fares. N. D.;: 


J. A. Uhler, Burlington. Ia.; R. T. Means, McPherson, Kan: 


For Immediate Shipment: 


Air Dried Red Cedar Lumber 


Consisting of wide 1”, 1%", 
14%" &2”. Writefor Prices. 


DAY LUMBER COMPANY, 
SEATTLE, WASH. 








We Want to Sell You 
Red Cedar Shingles 


Because we havé a brand that we believe 
will please your trade and make you a 
permanent customer of ours. We refer 
particularly to our 


Black Cross Brand of extras and clears. 


We make 1,500,000 every”TO hours and can ship ’ 
over any transcontinental ling. To facilitate Eastern 
shipments, however, we conStantly keep cars stored 

at our LaCrosse storage shedsand Minnesota transfer, 

hence can fill orders without délay. When you want 

quick action wire your orders at our expense. 


Address all correspondence to 


C.H. NICHOLS LUMBER CO; 


409 Lumber Exchange, SEATTLE, WASH. -. 

















AMERICAN LUMBERMAN-TELECODE fis cces snort 





Send for information te AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago, III. 
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— 
RED CEDAR 


Shingles and Lumber 








FIR and SPRUCE Lumber. 





Yard stock in 
straight or 
mixed cars. 


FIR TIMBERS 
SPRUCE Factory Plank. 


Send us your inquiries. 


Day-Luellwitz Lumber Co., 


| 526 Lumber Exchange, SEATTLE, WASH. 


























Please note that our Mills are in the Heart 
of the Washington Forest Belt—That we ship 
promptly Lumber of excellent grade and 
quality—That we always carry a long line of 
Transit. Red Cedar Shingles—That we would 
greatly appreciate the favor of an inquiry 
from you. 








Alaska Lumber Company, 


Alaska Bldg., SEATTLE, WASH. 














Manufacturers of the Peerless 


“Sauk Valley Soft Fir” 


Mills at Darrington, Wash. 











WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF 


Fir, Spruce & Cedar Lumber 
Write us for prices. 
Blackwell Lumber Company 


American Bank Bidg., SEATTLE, WASH. 
EASTERN SALES OFFICE; 735 Stock Exchange Bldg., CHICAGO, ILL. 

















{ Fir and Cedar RED 7 
Lumber 


SHINGLES. 
Send Us Your Inquiries. 


Parker-Bell Lumber Co. 


Matiaa! SEATTLE, WASH. 


MI 
Pilchuck and Mildalé, Wash. 
WADDILL-LINGHAM LBR. CO., Southwestern Representative, 








X31, Keith apd Perry Building, KANSAS CITY, MO. _j 








TO MAKE MONEY jes rotguse the Lumber. 


y for figuring 
the amount of lumber in any number of pieces -andé’#6r’ figuring the 
cost of any number of feet at any given price. Absolutely correct. 
Send for illustrated booklet. AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, Chicago. 
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OF INTEREST TO USERS OF ELECTRICAL MA- 
CHINERY. 

The General Electric Company issues a monthly 
electrical publication known as the ‘‘General Electric 
Review,’’ which should be in the hands of lumber con- 
cerns using electrical machinery or appliances of any 
kind. The November issue of this publication, just out, 
contains a number of valuable articles, including the 
following; ‘‘Electrie Drive in Cement Plants,’’ by 
W. C. Durant; ‘‘The Induction Motor as a Phase Con- 
verter,’’? by C. C. Batchelder; ‘‘ Electric Switching Lo- 
comotives;’’ ‘‘Smali Turbines,’’? by R. H. Rice; ‘‘ The 
Utility of the Single Phase Motor,’’ ete. 

The General Electrie Company will be pleased to send 
copies of the General Electric Review to anyone who is 
interested in electrical subjects, upon inquiry addressed 
to its general office at Schenectady, N. Y. 





ALLIS-CHALMERS ELECTRICAL MACHINERY 
DOES GOOD WORK IN FLORIDA 
LUMBER MILL. 


The Live Oak Manufacturing Company, of Live Oak, 
Fla., furnishes electric light and power for Live Oak, a 
small city of 8,000, in addition to the operation of a 
planing mill for the manufacture of dressed lumber. 
The eleetrical plant, a portion of which is shown in the 
accompanying illustration, comprises two Allis-Chalmers 
alternating current generators, one of which has been in 
operation for over five years and the other for three 
years. During this period the plant has never been shut 
down for a moment on account of either machine. A 
duplicate plant was, provided at the time of installing 
the second unit, but up,to the present time it has never 
been necessary to use it... The plant was kept in opera- 
tion continuously night and day, for three weeks over, 
three years with the exception of twelve hours on Sun- 
days. The bearings, especially, show no wear, and after 
five years of service on the original machine the,clear- 


ances are apparently the same as when first placed in 
operation. 


Buggy Company Bankrupt. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., Noy. 25.—-Creditors of the De Ford 
Buggy Company, of this city, have filed a petition in the 
United States court asking the company be declared bank- 
rupt. It has liabilities of $20,000 and assets of $15,000. 
The stockholders recently applied to the chancery court for 
a receiver. . . 





THE MARKETS. 


For Editorial Keview of Current Market Conditions 
See page 32. 

Although there has been a material improvement in 
the number of orders received by local dealers dur 
ing the last week the lumber business in Chicago 
seems to settle down to a winter basis and little or 
no improvement is looked for until spring. The cur- 
tailment of production in northern and southern hard- 
woods and in yellow pine has had no appreciable ef- 
fect upon prices so far, but is expected to help econ 
siderably in bringing the market back to its normal 
condition as soon as the demand becomes more active. 

Building conditions, as usual at this time of year, 
are quiet. The banks are unwilling to make loans on 
new buildings of any size and those who expected to 
make investments in this line during the winter 
months have been prevented from doing so by 
financial conditions. Reports from the country indi- 
cate that in the farming sections practically no build 
ing is going on, and that all work planned for late 
fall has been postponed until spring. 

Lumber yards in the smaller towns are practically 
cleaned out of stock, but are making as light pur- 
chases as possible. The fact that the stocks are so 
low is one of the most favorable conditions in the 
market, as when building begins in the spring it will 
be necessary for the yards to send in heavy orders in 
order to replenish stocks. Hemlock, white pine and 
hardweed manufacturers in the north are planning to 
put in fewer logs than ever before this winter, and 
many of them have shut down their saw mills for 
from thirty to ninety days, which will make stocks 
on hand in the north lighter than usual in the spring 
and will make it more difficult for country yards 
ordering out of Chicago to secure stocks quickly in 
the spring. 

The southern hardwood mills, as well as yellow pine 
mills, are curtailing output 25 to 60 percent, and by 
the time new supplies come in to Chicago in the 
spring, it is expected that prices on practically all 
lumber will have resumed normal conditions. 

In the west a large proportion of the mills have 
closed down for an indefinite period and practically 
no western lumber is coming into this market. The 
congestion along the transcontinental lines is reported 
to be worse than ever before and it is extremely dif- 
ficult to get cars through. The principal reason for 
this is said to be that the manufacturers in the west 
endeavored to get through too much lumber before 
the new rate went into effect on November 1, which 
caused this lumber to be piled up on sidings all along 
the railroad lines. The western railroads are giving 
practically no ears at all for new shipments and it 
will be difficult to get western lumber in Chicago be- 
fore spring unless it is shipped before December 1. 

Comparatively little building is being done in Chi- 
cago and building permits here continue to show a de- 
cided falling off. 

Chicago Lumber Receipts and Shipments. 


Reported by George F. Stone, Secretary of the Board of 
Trade, ° 





RECEIPTS, WEEK ENDED NOVEMBER 23. 






- Li Shingles 
1907 8, A 23,780,000 
DOE) Fa0d.00 2 seeuphy obese Senos 47,733, 9,941,000 

PUNE. 626 cisecdseeaci ees 890,000 13,839,000 


TOTAL RECEIPTS JANUARY 1 TO NOVEMBER 23, 


Lumber. Shingles. 





1907 15,606,000 447,375,000 
PERE ee eer re ee ee 2,132,192,000 544,088,000 
ND -.5.05oG ocialbiwarbecenieera BOB SIG DOO oc nciverics 
ED dc Sena aeanakcewae scan seme eiis 96,713,000 


SHIPMENTS, WEEK ENDED NOVEMBER 23. 


Lumber. Shingles. 


DE a peAtd soenewahste en caeee 14,913,009 11,416,000 
PE dba handewteu acacusasoete 21,079,000 8,385,000 
IIE e's 5 au altace cates vem) Ronee coh ea 3,031,000 
DO oh. thi. oxen kam Sen re CG cdecendscs 


TOTAL SHIPMENTS JANUARY 1 TO NOVEMBER 23. 


_ Lumber. Shingles. 
Ee ae re arr e a 907,822,000 430,611,000 
en en were 944,234,000 441,911,000 

POCHORIOD 6.6 oc.kbs ew cioe cds 36,412,000 11,300,000 


RECEIPTS BY WATER. 
Week ended November 23........ OEEIOOO - 65:0 0555ehes 
From January 1 to November 16. 386,660,000 19,275,000 
Permits issued by the Chicago building department 
during the week ended November 26 were: 


RIOR 55 i6'6:0'0'o.6d5:0dQsccrcseaen 9 §$ 4,300 
CLass— No. Value. 
$ 1,000 and under $ 5,000............. 36 88,500 
5,000 and under 10,000............. 12 78,800 
10,000 and under 25,000............. 7 98,000 
25,000 and UMGOr GOQ00..... is tie vecece 3 110,500 
RE Ce eee ee 67 $ 880,200 
« Average valuation for week......... 5,674 
Wotals, previous, week ............. 94 478,950 
Totals corresponding week 1906..... 118 877,900 
Totals Jan. 1 to Noy. 26, 1907..... 7,391 57,650,770 
Totals corresponding period 1906. ..7,662 59,505,887 
Totals corresponding period 1905...6,561 58,813,475 
Totals corresponding period 1904...5,184 40,139,295 
Totals corresponding period 1903...4,81 36,544,625 
Totals corresponding period 1902...4,763 47,158,615 
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Northern Pine. 





Chicago. Although comparatively few orders are 
being received for white. pine of any kind prices are 
being well maintained in this market. Lake naviga- 
tion has practically closed and the yards here have 
filled up their stocks and believe that they have suf- 
ficient supplies on hand to run them until early in 
the spring. Reports from the various yards indicate 
that the stocks on hand are not as large as usual at 
this season, but in view of the dullness in trade it is 
believed that there will be no scarcity through the 
winter and all orders will be promptly filled. 

Information from the white pine sections indicates 
that logging operations will be curtailed to a consid- 
erable extent this winter and that the mills will cut 
down their output to light proportions. Receipts 
have been unusually heavy this week, as all the yards 
are trying to close up their stocks before December 1. 





Minneapolis, Minn. The movement of lumber from 
the wholesale yards is not far from normal for this 
season of the year, but few orders are coming in. 
The line yards are buying practically nothing. There 
is a little trade from the small dealers in territory 
south of here, and city business is spotted, some good 
sales being reported. Locally stocks are not large 
and the price is firm, in view of reduced production 
everywhere. With an assurance that the production 
of northern pine logs will be diminished 40 to 50 per- 
cent this winter any reduction in trade is already 
discounted. Yards in sections of the northwest where 
the crop has been handled under more favorable con- 
ditions report a fair. retail trade, which is reducing 
their stocks and will doubtless lead to buying orders 
before spring. 

eee 

New York. Trade is light but it continues suffi- 
ciently strong to indicate that retailers are picking up 
a few orders and that their stocks are too low to per- 
mit any kind of an assortment. Prices are more or 
less unsteady and competition is keen on all the few 
good sized orders. Retailers from suburban sections 
are furnishing whatever business is offered as the 
city yards are doing little in white pine. In the past 
where smaller dealers bought full carload lots of lum- 
ber and millwork material they are now ordering in 
mixed car lots and those who cater to this class of 
trade are getting a fairly satisfactory run of busi- 
ness. 


SABA ere 

Buffalo, N. Y. Dealers feel encouraged, as the firm 
hold on the situation kept by the saw mills has saved 
prices from sagging. There is so little stock at the 
mills that jobbers are not looking for concessions from 
that direction, so that the only chance of making a 
profit is to hold firmly to prices. There is a fine supply 
of all grades and the demand runs so evenly that 
there is not likely to be any giving out in the list 
during the winter. 


Cleveland, Ohio. Notwithstanding the fact that the 
demand for white pine has been dropping off consider- 
ably recently there is no apparent change in price. 
Dealers in this market are carrying good stocks into 
the winter, but searcely as much as they might had 
there been a few more concessions on the part of 
manufacturers. There are still a few cargoes to ar- 
rive, but generally speaking the stock is all on hand 
for the winter. 


Eastern Spruce. 


New York. While demand continues light spruce 
arrivals are slow and no more stock reaches here ex- 
cept what can be disposed of at fairly good prices. 
All local and suburban yards continue to carry lowest 
possible stocks, and except orders for sizing up pur- 
poses very little business is offered, consequently 
those wholesalers making car shipments are getting a 
better run of trade than those who deal exclusively in 
cargo lots. Random sizes are in fairly good supply 
and as long as retailers can replenish their stocks so 
promptly they prefer ordering only for immediate ne- 
cessities. 








Buffalo, N. Y. There is not much eastern spruce 
moving as the supply ran down pretty badly before 
the market weakened, but there is prospect of a gen- 
eral effort to bring Canadian spruce in here next year 
if there is enough of it out to warrant the effort. 
Buffalo lumbermen have entered more actively into 
this trade of late than formerly, but so far the eastern 
and European demand has taken it about all. The 
English market is said to be improving. 





Boston, Mass. Prices of spruce lumber continue 
firmly held, but demand cannot be termed active. 
Many spruce mills have already shut down for the 
season and others will inside of a week or ten days. 
For frames 9 inches and under the general asking 
price today is $22, but if a buyer is anxious for quick 
delivery it is difficult to place his order under $22.50 
and some mills demand $23. The outlook is that the 
cutting of spruce in Maine and New Brunswick dur- 
ing the coming winter will be much smaller than a 
year ago. Some operators have not sent in more than 
one-half the number of men they did last: year. /It is 
expected that this will eventually result in‘firmer ‘and 
higher prices. ‘The call for random is quiet. For 
narrower stock the general asking price is $19, but 
sales have been made at $18. The call for spruce 
boards is rather moderate at $22.50. 


White Cedar. 


——_—eeeeee 


Chicago. The demand for white cedar poles con- 
tinues extremely quiet and little or no improvement 
is looked for before next March. Neither the tele- 
graph companies nor the railroads are carrying on 
much extension work at present and this, as usual, has 
its effect on the pole market. The telegraph com- 
panies are ordering practically no poles at all ex- 
cept those which are needed for repair work, and 
most of the orders which are coming in at present are 
either from the traction companies for new work or 
from the railroads and telegraph companies for re- 
pairs. Supplies of poles in Chicago yards are lighter 
than usual and no effort is being made to increase 
them until the demand for next year can be ascer- 
tained. The demand for posts has shown a falling 
off during the week and it would seem that the season 
is practically over. Chicago yards have comparatively 
few posts on hand. 


—eaere’ 


Minneapolis, Minn. There is a belated demand for 
poles which is very satisfactory to producers. The 
continued favorable weather has promoted late re- 
pair and construction work and there are some poles 
sold even in this latitude, while south of here work 
is reported brisk. Prices are off on short poles, but 
the situation really looks better than for some time. 
With the production this winter so much curtailed 
poles ought to be good property next season. Posts 
are not very active, but stocks are so low that busi- 
ness is not being looked for. 


OP BABII 


Buffalo, N. Y. Not much white cedar is coming in 
except in the form of shingles, mostly from New 
Brunswick, which are selling well, as they are of fine 
quality, air dried and extra thick, so that they com- 
pete with other shingles readily. Tie dealers say 
that cedar ties are not very popular, as yellow pine 
has the lead. 





Hardwoods. 





Chicago. This has been one of the quietest weeks 
which the hardwood market here has experienced for 
over a year. Practically no orders have come in and 
as building operations are almost at a standstill no 
more are looked for until spring. Nevertheless prices 
have been well maintained and most dealers believe 
there will be no further cut this winter. Small orders 
are comingsin from the country yards which desire to 
fill up their stock in order to fill demands of current 
business. The hardwood people are starting into next 
year with as small a stock on hand as possible, as 
many of them believe that the present dullness will 
continue longer than expected and others believe that 
it will be possible to buy hardwoods at lower prices 
than those now prevailing. At the same time the 
tendency to cut prices seems to be gradually decreas- 
ing and many of the dealers realizing that cutting 
prices does not improve their business to any extent 
are sticking closer to list than they have. 

The curtailment of the output in both southern and 
northern hardwood mills has had practically no effect 
on the market, but from present indications most of 
the mills will close the year with considerably less 
stock on hand than usual. The ear shortage both 
north and south has acted to delay the delivery of old 
orders to a considerable extent and much hardwood 
lumber is already on its way to Chicago. When this 
arrives the stocks in the yards here will be almost up 
to the average. 

There is little demand for ash of any grade, al 
though some of the implement factories are sending 
in small orders for the thicker sizes and are willing 
to pay list prices for them. 

The demand for red oak for interior finish has 
fallen off to some extent, following the decrease in 
building. Stocks are very light here and will be 
practically exhausted by spring. A number of mills 
are making a specialty of quarter sawed red oak and 
it is believed that within the next month the supply 
here will be materially increased. 

Southern mills continue to offer plain sawed white 
oak at material concessions from list prices, but are 
getting few orders as a result. Quarter sawed white 
oak is in good demand and is being absorbed by the 
trade here as rapidly as received. 

Little or no shading of prices is noted in the birch 
market. Although the supply in the yards is larger 
than usual the supply on hand is said by dealers here 
not to be large and will be needed to fill out the 
winter’s business. 

Little or no rock elm is coming into this market 
and the demand continues light. 

Basswood is in light supply and demand and prices 
are unchanged. 

Outside the demand from the box and furniture 
factories practically no gum of any kind or grade is 
being disposed of in this market and.prices are any- 
thing but firm. Box material stems‘to be the only 
thing on which effort is made to maintain prices. 

The thick sizes in maple continue firm and in fairly 
good demand. All other sizes are quiet, although 
prices are being fairly well upheld. 

LARA 

St. ‘Louis, Mo. Continued inactivity again charae- 

terizes the local hardwood market. No one looks for 
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Cut Stock 
For Sash and Doors-- 


cut to size from the be-t Western 
White Pine. We make this a 
special feature of our business and 
the strongest argument we can 
extend for your trade is the sat- 
isfactory service we are rendering 
—evidenced by repeated orders. 
We also manufacture 


MOULDING, SIDING, FINISH 
AND FACTORY PLANK 
perfectly milled and in good grades. 
Drop us a line telling us about 


your requirements and we will 
gladly give you delivered prices, 


Wm. Musser Lbr. & Mfg. Co. 


Spokane, Wash. 

















We Solicit 
Your Orders 


for stock that must 
be moved at once at 
low prices. 





| 300 M feet of 1x4 to 1x12 Clear Larch Finish. 
500 M of yard stock. 
200 M feet of Western Pine Selects. 
600 M of Western Pine boards. 
200 M ft. of 2” & 3” Idaho White Pine Tank stock. 


Mail orders given prompt attention. 


Falls City Lumber Co., Ltd. 


| SPOKANE, WASH. 























Christmas ? 


What Christmas gift for 
Your wife, 
Your child, 
Your relative, 
Your friend, 
Yourself, 
better than the new book of poems 


“In Forest Land,” 


By DOUGLAS MALLOCH 7 


It will give those near to you a new ani 
greater appreciation of the forest and those 
concerned therein. 

For gift purposes the book is exceptionally 
attractive. It is printed in old style type on 
laid antique paper, illustrated in tint and 
bound in silk cloth, with gilt top. Price $1.25 
a copy, postpaid. ’ 

If you desire, the book “will be sent post- 
paid to any address you may wish in tane to 
reach the recipient December 24,or 25, with 


a letter from this office stating it is a Christmas. , . 


gift from you. 
u 


American Lumberman, 
315 Dearborn St., CHICAGO, U. S. A. 








80 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


Novemser 80, 1907. 








Not simply a high sounding but meaningless string 
of words, neither an empty guarantee to give satis- 


faction, but a definite, absolute, binding guarantee 
that this paint will 


WEAR FIVE YEARS 


or paint for repairing is 
yours without charge. 

That is the kindof guarantee 
we put on Pitkin’s Barn 
Paint and it lives up to it too. 


GEO. W. PITKIN CO. 
Paint & Color Makers, 
Benton Harbor, Mich. 
Established 1868. 
Originators of Barn Paint. 








RED OKIDE 


aT, 
Free 
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You Want 


in the way of service 
and grades means a 
great deal to us. Tell 
us and try our 


FIR CAR MATERIAL, 





FIR TIMBERS, YARD 
STOCKS—ALL KINDS 


We own.and:operate the following mills: 


KAPOWSIN LUMBER.CO., Kapowsin. 
BismMARCK MILL COMPANY, Bismarck. 
ADNA MILL COMPANY, Adna. 

(NORTH SHORE LUMBER Co., Tacoma. 


‘Foster. Lumber Co. 
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anything like a resumption of normal trade until next 
year, and dealers are all trimming sail accordingly. 
There is some buying all the time, due to the fact 
that the St. Louis dealers have large stocks on hand, 
as a rule, and are not bothered to any extent by the 
ear shortage. The hardwood men are not making any 
very extraordinary price concessions, preferring to 
hold their stock for the rush which is bound to come 
one of these days. Reports from the producing dis- 
tricts tell of almost a complete shut down through- 
out the south, due to a lack of cars and orders, also 
inability on the part of mill owners to get money from 
the banks to meet pay rolls. 





Memphis, Tenn. In the opinion of members of the 
hardwood trade the market shows a healthy under- 
tone and the general outlook is more encouraging. 
Buyers are still indisposed to operate beyond their 
more pressing requirements, but there is less disposi- 
tion to cancel orders and there is a rather more in- 
quiry for lumber than there has been recently. 
Furthermore lumber interests are encouraged by the 
fact that some sizable lots of lumber have recently 
changed hands here at prices. slightly higher than 
those which prevailed a short time ago. There is 
rather striking absence of selling pressure on the part 
of holders, most of whom are rather firm in their 
views on the theory that the reduction in output will 
be reflected in a scarcity of stock when financial 
conditions are such as to make it possible for con- 
suming interests to operate freely. There is slow- 
ness of collections still, but the trade here are dis- 
posed to accept the terms offered by buyers to whom 
they have already sold and many open accounts are 
being closed for the present by the giving and ac- 
cepting of 60, 90 and 120 day acceptances. There is 
a good demand reported for the lower grades of cot- 
tonwood. The box manufacturers are continuing to 
operate and are therefore in the market for lumber of 
this character. Firsts and seconds are in rather more 
plentiful supply than the lower grades, but there is 
pronounced scarcity of box boards and some holders 
have withdrawn their stock from the market. Ash 
and oak show some improvement over a week ago and 
there is a very satisfactory demand for poplar and 
very little stock with which to satisfy it. There is 
also a slightly improved inquiry ‘for gum, with some 
business in thin stock for export account. The stop- 
page of the smaller mills, will, in the opinion of the 
trade, result in a firmer market for this lumber. Some 
sales are reported at a slight advance over the recent 
level. There is not much eall for cypress, but locally 
offerings are rather light. 





Minneapolis, Minn. The price situation continues 
strong and is not affected by light demand, sinee 
available stocks are so limited, and the future pro- 
duction certain to be curtailed. The tight money 
situation is beginning to have an effect on the fac- 
tories, especially in the furniture line. They are re- 
ducing the output and cleaning up old orders. Sash 
and door factories are still buying, but in small quan- 
tities. Owing to lighter demand the upper grades of 
bireh are rather weak, but concessions are not large. 





Saginaw Valley, Mich. In the hardwood industry 
the mills are turning out the manufactured product 
steadily. In some grades a shortage is noted and no 
overproduction appears to be evident. Just mow 
there is not much doing except in a retail way as this 
is the winding up of the year’s operations. New con- 
tracts are being made. 





New York. There were no developments last week 
to improve the hardwood situation except on the sur- 
face, where conditions generally are a little brighter. 
Hardwood buying is limited strictly to current wants 
and retailers and wholesalers are agreed that it will 
be some weeks before anything occurs to stimulate a 
better call for hardwood stocks. Plain and quartered 
oak furnish the best of the demand but these stocks 
are offered in sufficient quantities to keep prices from 
advancing to a better level; chestnut and ash are re- 
garded among the strongest stocks and there is still 
some difficulty in getting prompt shipments on large 
orders. Birch and maple are in fairly good demand 
but there is plenty of good stock offered and competi- 
tion is sharp on any good sized inquiry. Orders from 
hardwood yards are very light and while spruce, hem- 
lock and pine stocks are comparatively low, there 
are good accumulations of hardwood stocks and there 
seems to be no question that, with the exception of 
some sizing up materials, retailers will be supplied 
with stock enough to carry them well near the first of 
February and will not have to seriously consider any 
large orders until after the first of the year. 





Buffalo, N. Y. All effort is being made to cut down 
receipts and reduce saw mill outputs until consump- 
tion demands more sales. All stocks are as plenty as 
the supply will permit, with only plain oak, birch 
and maple slack. Other woods are merely quict. 





Boston, Mass. The quiet demand and scarcity of 
money ‘have resulted in .a wide difference in quota- 
tions. As a whole, dealers are asking the same prices 


| they did a week ago, but they are in receipt of letters 


from millmen who offer them from one to ‘ten cars of 
lumber at much lower prices than they have during the 
last six or eight months. These conditions are not the 
result of surplus holdings but are directly due to the 


‘| fact that millmen need money in: order to ¢ontinue 
} operations. One-inch plain oak is quoted at $50 to $55. 


Offerings of this stock are large. Quartered oak con- 
tinues generally firm, but actual business is confined 
to narrow limits. One wholesaler showed the writer a 
letter this week where he was offered the best In- 
diana quartered oak at $76. Very fair demand is re- 
ported for basswood and brown ash. Both these woods 
are in very small offering. 





Baltimore, Md. It is generally admitted that the 
common grades of oak and plain sawed stocks are 
weaker than they were some time ago and that the 
situation with respect to these divisions of the trade 
is easy. The offerings are quite liberal and the natural 
hesitancy of the dealers to buy prompts concessions 
which are important enough when viewed in connec- 
tion with the range of values during the most active 
inquiry for lumber. Quarter sawed oak, however, 
commands excellent prices and stocks are so far from 
excessive that the mills experience no difficulty in dis- 
posing of their output as fast as it can be made ready. 
It is to be said for the general situation, however, that 
no one expects a brisk business at the present time. 
Tight money prompts conservatism in buying, and all 
purchases that are not absolutely necessary are de- 
ferred. Furthermore, the end of the year has begun 
to cast its shadow before and the labors incidental 
thereto are beginning to claim attention. The season 
is also approaching when mill hands desire to take ten 
days or two weeks off to see their families or to have 
a rest, so that the production is not expected to gain 
heavily upon the distribution within the next month 
or six weeks. The export business is unchanged, the 
demand being somewhat restricted and buyers disposed 
to take advantage of technicalities. 





Cleveland, Ohio. The general conditions of the 
hardwood market are not encouraging. There are 
some anticipations of lower prices in several lines of 
hardwoods and this appears to be about the only 
thing which will add life to the hardwood business. 
Some slight concessions are being made but even then 
business is dull. 





Hemlock. 





Chicago. Very few orders for hemlock in any size 
or grade are being received by the Chieago dealers 
and up to the present time there has been no im- 
provement in prices. The general opinion seems to be 
that where stocks are heavy the best thing to do is 
to sell at the best prices obtainable if it is possible 
to secure an order. In the local yards hemlock sup- 
plies are light and as comparatively little lumber of 
this kind is coming in the yard people show a tend 
ency to maintain prices on small lots. A few ears in 
transit have been sold at unusually low prices and 
this has had a tendeney to demoralize the market. 
Dealers here are of the opinion that there will be no 
further lowering of prices and that after the first of 
the month there will be a gradual improvement. 


eee 


Saginaw Valley, Mich. Dealers and manufacturers 
of hemlock state that more business is developing in 
that commodity every week. Hemlock is a competi 
tor of southern pine and this has caused some de- 
pression in the former during the season. There has 
been less eall for hemlock during the summer months 
and prices dropped, but the last four weeks has 
shown a material improvement, and as stocks are not 
large it is believed the improvetl conditions will con- 


tinue. Piece stuff is bringing $17 to $19 and boards 
are a dollar higher. Dry stocks are somewhat de- 
pleted. The output of logs this winter will be cur- 
tailed. 

New York. The demand is slow but wholesalers 


manage to pick up enough orders to keep their mills 
going along moderately. Pennsylvania manufacturers 
are reported to have ceased running their plants full 
time and it is claimed there are practically no stocks 
to speak of at mill points. The orders from suburban 
sections, which just now furnish the best of the de- 
mand for hemlock from the metropolitan market, are 
wanted as promptly as possible, because, while new 
building is going behind, retailers in those sections 
are getting a fair run of business on old contracts 
and permitting their stocks to become badly depleted, 
retailers must have their orders filled promptly. 


eee 


Buffalo, N. Y. There seems to be the same even run 
of trade in hemlock that has existed all season. Even 
the bear in the trade says uniformly that business is 
‘*pretty good’’ in his line. There is a fair stock in 
yard here, as the lake fleet has brought it in liber- 
ally, so that the consumer does not have to wait for 
the retailer to get a carload from Pennsylvania when 
any is wanted. It is reported that other woods are not 
competing with hemlock much. 





Boston, Mass. Demand for eastern hemlock boards 
is quiet. Retailers show no anxiety to replenish their 
stocks. Many anticipate lower values. Eastern clipped 
are quoted at about $20 and northern board at 50c 
to $1 less. Very litle demand for Pennsylvania No. 2 


has been reported. 
PPO" 


Cleveland, Ohio. This market is in good condition 
so far as stock is concerned, but at this time there is 
no particular amount of business. Priees are holding 
up well, but there are anticipations of some conees- 
sions to be made a little later on. 
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Poplar. 





Chicago. Poplar continues firm in this market and 
is probably in better condition today than any other 
lumber. Although firsts and seconds are not in as 
active demand as a month ago, prices are firmly main- 
tained and there is a fairly good volume of small 
orders coming into the market. The box grades are 
in active demand and there is practically no shading 
of prices. The number of cancellations on poplar is 
smaller than on any other lumber and dealers are well 
satisfied with the situation. A few orders are being 
held up temporarily, but it is believed that the volume 
of business for the year will show a good average and 
will probably exceed that of last year. 

—_——eeeee 

Buffalo, N. ¥. The poplar trade has held its own 
better than is the case with most woods, for the ex- 
treme scarcity has obliged sellers to stick to it unless 
they got a full price for it. There is some report 
of increased supply, but it is not general enough to 
make any difference with the trade, which ought to 
pull through now, without any further interruption, 
stocks are so awfully low. 


Fir, Spruce and Cedar. 








Chicago. The market in western woods seems to be 
very quiet. Although many inquiries are coming in 
orders are few and far between. The freight con- 
gestion in the west shows no improvement and _ re- 
ports show that sidings all the way from Seattle to 
the Minnesota Transfer are filled with carloads of 
lumber which may not be moved for thirty days. The 
railroads are giving the lumber companies few cars 
and even if there was an active demand it would be 
impossible to move the lumber at the present time. 
It was expected that the fact that the Interstate 
Commerce Commission had granted an early hearing 
on the freight rate injunction cases would stimulate 
the market to some extent. This has not been the 
case, and no improvement is looked for before spring. 
The railroads are buying less fir than ever before and 
although they say that their requirements will be 
about the same as usual the letting of the contracts 
will probably be delayed from two to three months. 


eee? 


Minneapolis, Minn. While business is practically 
at a standstill and the best efforts of jobbers who 
are after business do not produce orders at any 
price quoted dealers here see promise in the situa- 
tion. They know of a great many retail yards and 
strings of yards that have done no buying simee mid- 
summer, and which have had enough trade to deplete 
their stocks and break them up considerably, even 
though the buying was small and not as heavy as 
common. There are a good many retailers who really 
want the lumber but are waiting, and will place their 
orders when the expected clegring up happens in the 
financial skies. Some of this business is expected 
before the holidays and it will eall for quick ship- 
ment too. Ordinarily orders are coming in now for 
winter and spring delivery and it is expected that 
they will be deferred no Jonger than January. 

SOAs 

Portland, Ore. ‘‘Nothing doing’’ is all that lum- 
bermen have to report these days. A few mills are 
turning out material, but as compared with a few 
months ago business is dull. Quotations are as \the 
individual manufacturers see fit to make and some 
lumber has been disposed of at a price little above 
the actual cost of production. Curtailment is now 
the order of the day, so there is not much danger of 
the yards becoming blockaded while the rate case is 
being disposed of. The local demand has slackened 
considerably because of the financial flurry, but there 
is probability of it picking up soon. 

Tacoma, Wash. The status of the fir market seems 
to continue much the same as for several weeks. 
General curtailment of the output has been the chief 
feature of November. Many mills are idle, due as 
much to inability to get cars as anything else, and 
mills that are running are not pushing their capacity 
any. This season always finds the eastern demand at 
about lowest ebb and this year is no exception. Prices 
are being maintained, however. There are quite a 
few orders offering and with the greatly reduced out- 
put and other conditions prevailing buyers who are 
holding off thinking to buy cheaper later on are likely 
to pay for the experience they get. The California 
market remains in about the same status as for 
months. There is a fairly constant movement, but 
the business is not good. The foreign market seems 
some stronger and quite a bit of lumber and railroad 
construction stuff is going down west coast way. 
Locally many persons are seizing the opportunity to 
buy lumber for building purposes at present prices, 
realizing that they are likely to never have a better 
chance. 

Kansas City, Mo. The demand at Kansas City for 
fir, spruce and cedar is light, and as a matter of fact 
the jobbers here are making no effort to book busi- 
ness pending the settlement of the freight rate’ con- 
troversy which will come up for a hearing before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission on December 11. 
The most of the mills are closed down and very little 
lumber is being manufactured. There is considerable 


complaint of slow delivery of stock and some cars are 
on the road for a length of time beyond all reason. 





Buffalo, N. Y. The Pacific coast trade is at a dis- 
count on account of the condition of the freight ques- 
tion and the car shortage, although a dealer here and 
there reports shipments on the way. It does not 
seem to be settled yet whether the rates are to be 
raised or not. The demand is not very active, though 
dealers who have a supply here are satisfied, as they 
believe it will all be wanted before there is much 
more to be had. 


Southern Pine. 








Chicago. The local market in southern pine shows 
no material improvement, but dealers are hopeful of 
a better market a little later on. Very few orders 
are coming in and -the price situation remains about 
as it has been for the last month, although the in- 
quiries are increasing. As there is not much build- 
ing going on at present the demand for pine for this 
purpose has fallen off to a considerable extent. ‘The 
railroads are doing only necessary buying, although 
they say that their orders for southern pine for next 
year’s use will be about as large as usual, although 
orders will be delayed for from thirty to ninety days. 

The yards in Chicago are fairly well stocked and 
the car shortage of the south is not causing much 
annoyance to dealers here. The country yards, it is 
uniformly reported, have moderate stocks on hand 
and are only buying what they actually need to carry 
on their business during the winter months. The cur- 
tailment of production at southern mills has had, as 
yet, no perceptible effect on the price situation here 
and they are still offering stock at prices somewhat 
off the September list. 





St. Louis, Mo. While demand for yellow pine con- 
tinues below normal, owing to the financial stringency, 
yet the outlook is more encouraging than it has been 
for some time, owing to the fact that heavy curtail- 
ments are being made at the manufacturing end, and 
should the financial situation return to normal, as is 
anticipated it will within the next few weeks, there 
will be an exceedingly heavy demand with only very 
light stocks, which no doubt will have the effect of 
bringing prices up very decidedly higher than they 
have been for the past several weeks or months. 

OPQ 

Kansas City, Mo. The demand for yellow pine is 
the same as reported a week ago. There is some 
business to be had from dealers who are having a 
fair demand and whose stocks are running too low to 
handle same promptly, but it is noticeable that these 
orders are as a rule badly mixed. While it is con- 
ceded that trade for the rest of the year will be slow, 
there will be quite a good many rush orders come in 
during the next two or three weeks if good weather 
continues, as in many localities the dealers are figur- 
ing on a steady trade until cold weather sets in. 
Manufacturers are in a position to make very prompt 
shipments and often promise to load a car within 
twenty-four hours after the order reaches the mill. 
The moderate demand is enabling most of the mills 
to get cars as they need them, and on account of the 
fact that there is little cotton moving, cars are now 
fairly plentiful as a general thing. Since the pro- 
duetion has been so materially reduced there is a bet- 
ter feeling in yellow pine circles. Prices have been 
down to rock bottom for two or three weeks, and it 
is believed that the low record has been reached and 
that there will be a stronger tendency in the -near 
future. The indications are that trade will drag for 
another month, after which time there will be a quick 
improvement and that the January trade will be 
active. 





New Orleans, La. The interior market is still weak 
and there is little prospect of any permanent mend 
until the financial situation shall clear. Orders are 
cut to the closest point and stuff for immediate needs 
alone is being bought, according to most reports. The 
general curtailment, however, means that the revival 
of trade, when it will come, should find stocks not 
unduly large, so that the argument of unwieldy sur- 
plus will hardly be tenable in the attempt to keep 
the price down. Quotations at present are unstable, 
a feature in itself depressing to the trade. Cancela- 
tions of orders booked but unshipped are reported in 
some instances. Car shortage is not so severe, al- 
though there are still complaints here and there on 
this score. The export demand is strong and furnishes 
the bright spot on the yellow pine market map. Ship- 
ments from the Mississippi ports are fully up to the 
seasonal average and the mills in the Moss Point-Pas- 
cagoula district are said to be working full capacity 
to keep pace with orders. Prices are reported fairly 
strong. Demand is coming from European and South 
American buyers. 





Buffalo, N. ¥Y. The dealer in longleaf pine is add- 
ing to his knowledge of the road every day, as he is 
always on the lookout for cars of it in transit, which 
the seller will accept a cut price for. The trade is 
quiet and the yard dealer in the wood is finding sales 
running in the line of house trim mostly, as flooring 
is made a separate matter. There is still a pretty 


‘good demand for timber on account of the brisk 


building operations in the city. 





Baltimore, Md. The Georgia pime men have ‘by 


common consént fallen into an attitude of letting 








The Force of a Fire Hydrant could not 
make “Duxbak” Leather 
Belting Take Water 


a matter what pressure was put on it or how long it stoed 
ere, 

You can boil “‘Duxbak’” Steam Proof Leather Belting 
withont our being able to tell by expert examination it had 
been subjected to this test, as the leather itself and cement 
used in the joints would not be affected in the least, 

We will send either style belt on approval, to be paid for 
after you convince yourself our statements are correct. 

Send.for our “ Belt Book”.and question us:as to your par 
i cular needs, 


: CHAS. A. 
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43 Ferry St., New York. 
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Of Interest to Traffic Men. 


We handle carloads from, and distribute to, all 
railroads in Chicago without two or three 
switehing delays. 

We make Store Door delivery in Chicago. 

We handle <= my of any size. 

We team freight to connecting lines, for loading 
in throug cars, same day unloaded. 

We give s pene the advantage of loading Chi- 
cago freight with through shipments. 

We prepay or collect charges as directed. 

We can store your surplus stock at nominal ex- 
ense. 

we look after insurance, if desired. 

We have our own representatives in the depots 
and docks. 

We have private telephone connections between 
all our representatives. 

We save shippers, agents and customers time ani 
annoyance following shipments. 

We mail you delivery receipts. 

We can assist pow raffic Man. 

We furnish Shipping Blanks. 

We offer advantages which will prove profitable 


to you. 
bag By hundreds of well-pleased shippers on our 


8. 
We have had fifty years’ experience in the busl- 
ness. 
We are at your service. 
Write for rates. 


JOS. STOCKTON TRANSFER CO. 


R. 532-4-6-8 The Rookery Bidg., 
Adams and La Salle Sts., CHICAGO, ILL. 
Established 1857. 


























Our descriptive Booklet 


Free tells you all about the 


BOOKS THAT WILL SAVE YOU MONEY. 
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A minute of your time to Fr 
write the postal card giv- 
ing us your address, We 





_ cheerfully tell you all 


about them. %3 %:. 3% Free 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 316 Dearborn St. Chicago. 
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Larch 


(Noble Fir ) 


A rare, beautiful and most 
valuable wood. Is entirely 
foreign to the Montana Tam- 
arac or Larch. Is creamy in 
color, close grain, takes a 
satiny finish and is the most 
satisfactory timber product of 
the Pacific Coast in bevel 
siding, finish, ceiling and 
flooring. 

Try Larch Siding for a 
trade winner: Stock consists 
of 4”? & 6”’ Neo. { clear, V. G. 
No. lclear F,.G. No. 2&3 
clear mixed. 


PROMPT SHIPMENT. 


Sample Larch Siding mailed 
upon request. 


Bridal Veil 
Lumbering Co., 


Bridal Veil, 
Oregon. 


Manufacturers of Old Growth 
Yellow Fir and Larch lumber 
and Box Shooks. 


“From Tree to Dealer.” 





A Larch (Noble Fir) tree photographed 
from our timber. 180 feet to the first limb. 
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Hardwoods 


Eare manufacturers and 
carry on hand large 

stocks of well seasoned lum- 
ber at our yards and mills. 
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MILLS and FACTORIES: 
Chicago - *« «+ © MTilinois 
Cairo - + + - —- Illinois 
Greenville - - + Mississippi 
Marked Tree - ~ Arkansas 
Blytheville | - - Arkansas 
Arkansas City - - Arkansas 





Paepcke-Leicht 
Lumber Company 


Chicago Ave. and Sangamon St. 
CHICAGO 
Cable Addregs, ““PAEPCKE” 







TELECODE 











HINTS AS TO YARD MANAGEMENT 
will be found in the 390 page book “Realm of the Retailer.’’ Free 
descriptive circular. Address AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 315 
earborn Street, Chicago, IIl. 





trade drift along as well as it may for the present. 
Buyers manifest much conservatism in ordering stocks. 
They are providing only for immediate necessities and 
are unwilling to increase their holdings whenever it 
ean be avoided. This has had a halting influence upon 
tyede. Where during the active period the calls for 
lumber were urgent the manufacturers are now told 
that they need not hurry themselves, and in some 
instances cancellations are welcome, if they can be 
arranged. The dealers are content to let the millmen 
carry the burden, and as a result the range of values 
is easy and the supplies in the hands of the dealers 
here are ample to meet all requirements. The out of 
town trade is somewhat better than the local business 
and some of the firms are devoting their attention to 
the more distant field. 





North Carolina Pine. 


Baltimore, Md. The approach of the holiday season 
is not caleulated to develop any marked improvement 
in the North Carolina pine trade. Business is likely 
to remain quiet now until well into the new year and 
no determined attempts to push the distribution will 
be made. The demand remains featureless, with build- 
ers calling for stocks in limited quantities only and 
other consumers showing no disposition to go beyond 
the immediate necessities. Wherever a period can be 
tided over without adding to the stocks in hand it is 
done, a condition to which the financial stringency 
contributes in no small measure. The outlook is prom- 
ising enough, but for the present no quickening of the 
movement or stiffening-in values is expected. 








Cypress. 





New Orleans, La. Buying has been curtailed to 
urgent needs, but the shipment, circumstances con- 
sidered, is in good volume and the cypress continues 
in better shape by far than the yellow pine field. The 
present call is principally for shop and factory work. 
A number of cypress salesmen in the northern field 
have, it is reported, been called in temporarily. The 
curtailment of output is marked. It is estimated that 
90 per cent of the normal cut of Louisiana cypress 
mills will be eliminated during December, and even 
the more conservative estimates place the figure at 75 
percent. Water shipments continue and nine vessels 
have been chartered to load in the cypress field with 
solid cypress cargoes for Atlantic coast delivery. 
Prices are well maintained. 
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Chicago. Considerable new cypress business is com 
ing in to this market and dealers, although admitting 
the dullness in the trade, are fairly well satisfied with 
the situation, inasmuch as they are able to secure 
orders while other lumber is inactive. Although some 
shading of prices is being done it is less than on 
most other lumber and some dealers are adhering 
strictly to the list and only making concessions on 
large and specially desirable orders. Tank stock con- 
tinues in active demand as many of the factories are 
laying in their supplies for next spring. Sash and 
door buying has fallen off materially and will not be 
gin again before spring. The Chicago yards are carry- 
ing lighter cypress stocks than usual at this season 
and are not inclined to make large. purchases until 
they are able to forecast the outcome of the present 
business situation. The box factories are cutting down 
their output and as a result there has been a falling 
off in the demand for box stock. 
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St. Louis, Mo. Dealers are making no especial effort 
to unload stock on a reluctant market, secure in the 
knowledge that some day trade will have to have 
stock and this town has the goods. Factories have 
let up on buying to a considerable extent and of 
course there is no retail trade to speak of. Loeal 
dealers, however, are all selling some cypress all the 
time and are getting their price for it. 





Kansas City, Mo. The present demand for cypress 
is light and the indications are that the dealers will 
place few orders between now and the first of the 
year, but that they will stock up freely in January. 
In view of this most of the cypress salesmen have 
been called off the road for the balance of the year. 
Prices are still firm, but hardly as strong as a month 
back. The manufacturers, however, do not propose 
to pile up a large surplus of stock while there is no 
demand, and to this end are closing their mills, and 
from this on the production will be comparatively 
light. The car situation is better and shipments are 
coming forward quite promptly. The Louisiana mills 
have a very fair supply of orders on their books and 
expect to keep fairly busy until the close of the year. 

Baltimore, Md. The cypress men are content to go 
along as they have been doing for the last month or 
two until the financial situation clears up and other 
developments enable the making of calculations for 
the future with a greater degree of certainty than is 
now possible. A fair movement is on and the prices 
realized must be regarded as good, but a feeling of 
hesitaney prevails and the demand by builders has 
eased off perceptibly. Construction work is being in- 
terfered with now by the weather and the scarcity of 
money also contributes to the general quiet. 


Shingles and Lath. 


Chicago. No change has been noted in the shingle 
market this ,week, although prices seem to have a 
weaker tendency. The demand is light as building 
opertaions for the year are practically over. Red 
cedars are in light demand and as the supply on hand 
is large and more are coming in daily the price situa 
tion is not what the dealers would desire. White 
cedars, although not active, are being well main 
tained in price although concessions are made on 
desirable orders. Lath are dull with prices weaken- 
ing. 
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Minneapolis, Minn. The market is in a very un- 
certain condition. Demand has almost stopped and 
most dealers are not looking for business. They 
therefore have refused to make any price concessions, 
but a few are after business and stars have been 
offered as low as $3 here, while some are held at 
$3.30 and at various prices between. Clears are some 
what stiffer than stars and are held at $3.75 and up 
ward. No concessions seem to bring out demand now 
and it does not seem a question of price with the 
buyers. 
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Seattle, Wash. The close down is a success. Stocks 
today are about 4,000 ears at the mills. Prices of the 
manufacturers are stronger because’ of a slight in 
crease in business offered. ‘Transits are light. Other 
than to help mills financially embarrassed there is 
litle mill buying, and that only for the slight new 
business booked. None of the mills will resume be- 
fore the first of the year and the probabilities are 
that it will be at least February 1. 


——oOoonaerre 


Kansas City, Mo. While there are a number of 
transit cars of red cedar shingles headed this way the 
supply is less than two weeks ago, and if there was 
the usual demand these shingles would be cleaned up 
in a hurry. The demand, however, is light and there 
are enough shingles en route to supply the present 
trade. Prices are unsettled and very low compared 
with the high quotations of the year. Stars are of- 
fered at $3.26 and clears at $3.96 on a 60 cent rate. 
There are very few mills running and practically no 
shingles are being shipped at the present time. Job- 
bers here say that after the transits now en route 
are cleaned up there will be few shingles to be had, 
and it looks as if the business would be at a stand 
still through the greater part of November. 
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New Orleans, La. There has been some accumula 
tion of both items and the demand has declined ap 
preciably. Output will be restricted considerably by 
most manufacturers until after the holidays at least. 
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Buffalo, N. Y. The shingle trade is quiet and there 
is much more competition from various sorts than 
there was, as red cedars are not leading aS they were 
and will not again till the aetivity of eastern cedar 
and California redwood is laid aside somehow. There 
is a pretty good stock of all sorts of shingles here, 
though the demand has been liberal and will continue, 
so far as the city is concerned. Rail receipts have in 
creased fast this year. 

Boston, Mass. Shingles are veryt firmly held. Offer 
ings of cedar extras are not large and prices range 
from $4.10 to $4.25 and few sales have been made at 
the outside figure. Clears are quoted at $3.60 to 
$3.70. Demand for lath is moderate with prices 
steady. lor 15% inches the general asking price is 
$3.85 to $4, and for 144% inches $3.60 to $3.65. Offer 
ings of round wood lath are not large, but the produe- 
tion is increasing. 





Cooperage. 





Chicago. The cooperage market continues extreme 
ly dull and no change in the situation is looked for 
before late in the winter. Prices are as follows: 
Tierece hoops are quoted at from $16 to $17 a thousand; 
6-hoop iron tierces, $1.50 to $1.55; 8-hoop, $1.55 to 
$1.60; white oak pork barrels, $1.55 to $1.60; staves, 
$40 to $43; pork barrel staves, $30 to $31; pork hoops, 
$9 to $10; hickory box stamps, $13 to $14; flour 
staves, $10 to $11 a thousand; for No. 1 elm, $10 to 
$11; 30-inch elm, $10.25 to $11; basswood flour barrel 
heading, 10 to 10% cents a set; tierce heading, 201% 
inch, 26 to 28 cents a set; pork heading, 20 to 21 cents 
a set; gum syrup barrel staves, $28.50 a thousand; 
hickory flour hoops, $6 to $6.50 a thousand; coiled 
elm hoops, $9.75 to $10.75 a thousand; beer barrel 
staves, $125 to $130 a thousand; full dress staves $5 
more. 





Railroad Ties. 


Chicago. The tie market, with the exception of 
white Oak,.is practically at a standstill as little or 
no new construction work is going on and the only 
orders which are coming in are for repair work by 
the railroads. White oak ties are in demand at about 
from 79 to 81 cents, while ties of other*wdoed are not 
called for. 














